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Summary 


Recent  Patents  are  concisely  abstracted  on  p.  186. 

Cardamoms  are  getting  too  plentiful,  for  the  reasons  given  in  an 
article  on  p.  167. 

Urine-analysis,  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale,  deals  with  tests  for 
bile  pigments  (p.  171). 

For  Selling  Unstamped  Medicines  an  Oldham  company  has 
been  fined  16Z.  (p.  205). 

Velvril  threatens  to  displace  guttapercha-tissue  and  other 
wound-dressings  (p.  183). 

Five  readers  of  the  C.  <£•  D.  get  11.  5s.  each  for  correct  answers 
in  the  Diary  post-card  competition  (p.  160). 

A  Typical  Parisian  Pharmacy  is  that  of  Dr.  Lafay,  which  is 
illustrated  and  described  on  p.  193. 

American  Drug-stores,  as  Mr.  M.  P.  Gould  relates,  go  in  for 
smart  methods  of  advertising  (p.  200). 

Pharmacy  in  Egypt  is  to  be  improved  by  law.  Lord  Cromer 
has  favoured  us  with  particulars  (p.  167). 

Limited  Companies  are  not  chemists  within  the  meaning  of  the 
schedule  to  the  Medioine-stamp  Act  (p.  205). 

Pomona's  Return  is  an  amusing  sketch,  illustrated  by  Mr. 
Fred  Reynolds,  about  a  chemist  and  a  cat  (p.  163). 

The  Jardin  des  Plantes  in  Paris  has  an  interesting  history, 
as  may  be  gathered  by  a  perusal  of  the  article  on  p.  195. 

Customs  Servants  complain  that  temporary  analysts  are  to 
be  made  permanent  at  a  maximum  salary  of  1501.  (p.  142). 

Pharmaceutical  Words  which  "  Xrayser "  writes  about  are 
liniment,  Linnean,  linseed,  liquorice,  litmus,  liver,  and  lobelia 
(p.  165). 

Our  Readers'  Advertising  Ideas  are  criticised  by  "  Adeps 
Adeptis,"  a  number  of  advertisements  being  reproduced  in  facsimile 
(p.  184). 

Bell-metal  Mortars,  by  Mr.  Daniel  Morison,  Ph.C,  describes 
and  illustrates  hiB  unique  collection  of  Continental  and  English 
mortars  (p  172). 

The  last  analytical  exercise  given  in  our  Corner  for  Students 
was  a  mixture  of  lead  sulphate,  mercuric  chloride,  and  potassium 
sulphate  (p.  140). 

The  Post-office  Side-line  is  discussed  by  "  Xrayser  "  (p.  165), 
and  by  subpostmasters  who  are  dissatisfied  with  their  share  of 
the  profits  (p.  211). 

The  P.A.T.A.  has  failed  to  draw  the  Manufacturers'  Association 
as  to  who  constitute  it,  this  being  a  necessary  P.A.T.A.  preliminary 
to  negotiations  (p.  211). 

The  Kodak  Cases  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady  on 
Wednesday.  The  Judge  took  first  defendant's  motion  to  expunge 
the  Kodak  film  trade-marks  (p.  207). 

Pharmacy  in  Morocco  is  somewhat  cosmopolitan.  We  give 
photographs  of  several  of  the  shops  in  Tangier,  which  have  been 
specially  taken  for  the  C.  &  D.  (p.  198). 

The  Oldest  Pharmacy  in  London  is,  we  believe,  at  24  Russell 
Street,  Covent  Garden.  Mr.  William  Warren  tells  all  about  it, 
and  we  describe  and  illustrate  some  of  its  peculiarities  (p.  187). 

Wholesale  Prices  in  the  Eighteenth  Century  is  an 
article  based  on  old  documents  lent  to  us  by  Mr.  Cornelius 
Hanbury.  It  is  illustrated  with  interesting  portraits  and  facsimiles 
(p.  181). 

The  Chemistry  and  Analysis  of  Shellac,  by  Mr.  E.  J. 
Parry,  B.Sc,  contains  a  thorough  resume  of  our  knowledge  of 
this  subject,  a  reliable  method  of  analysis,  and  reports  on  com- 
mercial lacs  (p.  175), 

The  leading  features  in  the  markets  are  lower  prices  for 
phenacetin  and  crude  camphor.  Tartaric  acid  and  cream  of 
tartar  are  dearer.  Cannabis  indica  and  Cartagena  ipecacuanha 
are  also  higher  (p.  214). 

Education  and  Examination  of  the  Pharmacist  was  the 
backbone  of  the  Presidential  address  to  the  Liverpool  Chemists' 
Association  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  (p.  151).  We  dissent  from  some 
of  his  suggestions  (p.  151). 

The  Poisons  Regulations  and  other  poison-law  administra- 
tion need  Government  enforcement,  according  to  Mr.  H.  Ffoulkes, 
but  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  did  not  agree  with  him 
(p.  152),  nor  do  we  altogether  (p.  169). 

Our  Town  Traveller,  besides  giving  a  lengthy  illustrated 
description  of  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.'s  establishment,  and 
telling  of  other  business  visits,  has  interviewed  the  London  firms 
who  have  just  put  their  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list.  The  results 
are  suggestive  (p.  2011. 
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Corner  for  Stufcents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


1  part 
The 


Eeports. 

powder  distributed  to  students  on  January  2  contained 
parts  of  lead  sulphate,  1  part  of  mercuric  chloride,  anil 
of  potassium  sulphate. 

calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is — ■ 

Hg   ...      ...    , -74 

 .J.  '  5t-6 

  45 

  26 

  ....  30.-9 


Pb 
K  .. 
CI  .. 
SO, .. 


100-0 


The  powder  also  contained,  as  impurities,  small  quantities  of 
iron,  calcium,  and  magnesium. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  47  students, 
and  19  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination. 

All  our  correspondents  detected  the  presence  of  the 
hydrochloric  radical.  The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the 
other  constituents  of  the  powder  were;  Mercury,  4;  lead, 
2  ;  potassium,  8  ;  sulphuric-acid  radical,  1.  No  single  corre- 
spondent reported  the  detection  of  all  three  of  the  metallic 
radicals  present  as  impurities. 

Except  as  regards  its  sparing  solubility  in  hydrochloric 
acid,  the  powder  submitted  for  this  month's  exercise  did  not 
present  any  considerable  analytical  difficulties ;  and  even  the 
slight  difficulty  of  its  requiring  a  somewhat  large  quantity 
of  hot  hydrochloric  acid  to  effect  complete  solution  was 
quite  easily  overcome  by  most  of  our  correspondents.  The 
hot  hydrochloric -acid  solution  of  the  powder  yielded,  on 
cooling,  a  copious  crystalline  deposit  which  was  easily 
recognised  as  consisting  of  lead  chloride  and  sulphate  ;  while 
the  solution  filtered  off  from  this  deposit  was  at  once  ready 
for  treatment  with  hydrogen  sulphide.  At  this  point  a  few 
students  laid  the  foundations  for  subsequent  trouble  by 
simply  passing  in  hydrogen  sulphide  as  long  as  any  further 
precipitate  was  obtained,  filtering  at  once,  and  then  testing 
the  filtrate  for  the  metallic  radicals  belonging  to  other 
analytical  groups,  without,  however,  taking  the  precaution 
to  ensure,  by  copious  dilution  with  water,  that  much  (or  the 
whole)  of  the  lead  not  already  precipitated  as  chloride  or 
sulphate  was  not  still  held  in  solution  by  the  large  proportion 
of  acid  present.  The  necessity  for  diluting  in  such  a  case, 
during  or  after  the  passing  of  hydrogen  sulphide  (at  any 
rate,  prior  to  filtering)  cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon 
since,  even  when  this  precaution  is  observed,  traces  of  lead, 
bismuth,  and  cadmium  are  still  liable  to  escape  precipitation 
as  sulphides  and  to  get  into  the  filtrate.  When  hydrogen- 
sulphide-group  metallic  radicals  pass  in  this  way  into  the 
nitrate,  they  often  give  rise  to  the  formation  of  precipitates 
at  a  later  stage  which  are  attributed  to  the  presence  of 
entirely  different  radicals. 

An  effective  method  of  dealing  with  an  acid  liquid  known 
(by  the  preliminary  testing  of  a  small  portion  of  it)  to 
contain  metallic  radicals  precipitable  by  hydrogen  sulphide, 
is  to  add  to  it  aqueous  solution  of  hydrogen  sulphide  in  large 
excess — dilution  and  addition  of  precipitant  being  thus 
carried  out  simultaneously.  After  filtration,  a  small  quantity 
of  the  filtrate  may  be  tested  for  the  possible  presence  of 
arsenium  in  the  form  of  an  arsenic  compound,  either  by 
heating  it  to  near  the  boiling-point,  adding  more  solution  of 
hydrogen  sulphide,  and  again  heating,  or  by  the  rapid  and 
excellent  method  of  adding  a  few  drops  of  solution  of 
sodium  thiosulphate  and  allowing  the  mixture  to  stand  for 
a  short  time  in  the  cold.  The  formation,  in  either  case,  of  a 
yellow  precipitate  shows  the  presence  of  an  arsenic  compound, 


and  indicates  that  the  whole  of  the  nitrate  must  be  further 
treated  with  hydrogen  sulphide  for  some  time  at  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  steam-bath  in  order  to  precipitate  the  arsenium 
completely. 

The  analytical  methods  of  many  of  our  correspondents 
were  not  carried  out  in  a  sufficiently  delicate  manner  to 
enable  them  to  detect  the  impurities  (except  the  iron)  present 
in  small  quantity.  On  adding  ammonium  carbonate  and, 
afterwards,  ammonium  phosphate  to  an  ammonium-hydro- 
sulphide  nitrate  which  contains  only  traces  of  calcium  and 
magnesium,  it  is  unlikely  that  any  indication  of  the  presence 
of  these  traces  will  be  obtained,  because  calcium  carbonate 
is  not  precipitated  in  presence  of  large  quantities  of 
ammonium  chloride,  while,  from  a  dilute  solution,  ammonium 
magnesium  phosphate  is  only  precipitated,  in  any  case,  after 
standing  for  some  time,  and  if  the  solution  is  exceedingly 
dilute  it  may  not  be  precipitated  at  all.  AVhen  traces  of 
calcium  and  magnesium  are 'to  be  sought  for,  it  is  well  to 
proceed  as  follows  : — 

Evaporate  the  ammonium-hydrosulphide  filtrate  to  dry- 
ness, ignite  to  drive  out  ammonium  salts,  add  to  the 
residue  one  or  two  drops  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  and  a 
small  quantity  of  water ;  boil,  and  (if  necessary)  filter.  To 
the  filtrate  add  slight  excess  of  ammonia  and  one  drop  of 
ammonium  carbonate;  if  no  precipitate  forms  acid  one  drop 
of  ammonium  oxalate,  boil,  allow  to  cool,  and  Alter  through 
a  small  filter-paper. 

Precipitate. 

Dissolve  on  the  filter  by 
adding  2  or  3  drops  of  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid.  Evaporate 
the  solution  to  one  drop,  and 
test  for  calcium  by  the  flame- 
colouration  and  by  means  of  the 
spectroscope. 


Filtrate. 

Test  a  portion  for  magnesium 
by  adding  1  drop  of  ammonium 
phosphate  and  allowing  to 
stand  in  the  cold  for  some  time, 
(overnight  if  possible).  If  even 
traces  of  magnesium  are  pre- 
sent, small  crystals  of  ammo- 
nium magnesium  phosphate  will 
be  found  adhering  to  the  sides 
of  the  test-tube. 

A  number  of  students  supposed  that  the  irritating  fumes 
observed  when  the  powder  was  heated  with  sulphuric  acid 
were  due  to  the  evolution  of  hydrochloric  acid.  This  was 
not  the  case,  however,  as  they  consisted  of  mercuric  chloride 
It  does  not  appear  to  be  generally  known  that  when  mercuric 
chloride  is  heated  with  sulphuric  acid  it  simply  distils  away 
from  the  acid,  undecomposed,  and  condenses  on  the  cool 
parts  of  the  tube.  Students  should  test  this  on  a  small 
scale  for  themselves. 

Some  students  prepared  and  separately  examined  an 
aqueous  extract  of  the  powder,  but  this  procedure  did  not 
in  any  way  simplify  the  analysis  in  the  present  instance. 
Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 

Charles  J.  Still,  13  Hope  Street,  Belfast. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

Kobert  H.  Martin,  c/o  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  19  Duke 
Street,  Edinburgh. 
First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Second  Prize.— Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five 
shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they 
select. 

Marks  awarded  for  Analyses. 
98 


Charles  J.  Still  (first  prize) 
Eobert  H.  Martin  (second 
prize) 

Lithium   

Xanthaline  ... 

Ulmus   

Alcohol   

Aromatic 

Maire   

Cornubian  


E.  F.  Carter    83 

Acetone    83 

B.  G.  S   81 

Amar    78 

Alex.  T.  Hope    76 

John  F.  H.  Banner         ...  71 

J.  D.  B   61 

Omrah    60 

Snud   52 

John  E.  S.  Hackforth     ...  36 
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To  Correspondents. 
Robert  H.  Martin. — Traces  of  calcium  are  not  precipitated  by 
ammonium  carbonate  in  presence  of  much  ammonium  chloride,  so 
that  it  is  best  to  get  rid  of  the  latter  by  evaporation  of  the  solu- 
tion to  dryness,  and  ignition,  before  proceeding  to  test  for  calcium 
by  means  of  ammonium  carbonate  and,  eventually,  of  ammonium 
oxalate.    See  general  remarks. 

Lithium. — The  white  precipitate  produced  by  ammonia  in  the 
filtrate  from  the  mercuric  and  lead  sulphides  after  boiling  off  the 
hydrogen  sulphide,  was  probably  due  to  traces  of  lead  not  com- 
pletely precipitated  as  sulphide.  This  filtrate  was  certain  to 
contain  an  appreciable  quantity  of  lead,  unless  the  original  acid 
solution  was  largely  diluted  before  filtering  off  the  mercuric  and 
lead  sulphides.  It  is  well  to  destroy  the  excess  of  ammonium 
oxalate,  if  too  much  has  been  added  in  testing  for  traces  of  calcium, 
before  testing  for  magnesium  by  means  of  ammonium  phosphate. 
Ammonium  magnesium  phosphate  is  quite  distinctly  soluble  in 
solution  of  ammonium  oxalate. 

Xanthaline. — Treatment  of  stannous  sulphide  with  yellow 
ammonium  sulphide  yields  a  thiostannate  solution  from  which  the 
addition  of  excess  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  precipitates  stannic 
sulphide.  When  the  latter  is  dissolved  in  hot  hydrochloric  acid, 
a  solution  of  stannic  chloride  is  obtained,  with  which  mercuric 
chloride  does  not  produce  any  precipitate.  It  is  stannous  chloride 
which  reduces  mercuric  chloride  to  mercurous  chloride  or  to 
mercury.  We  admire  your  clear  and  neat  mode  of  dealing  with 
"  Precipitate  "  and  "  Filtrate  "  in  a  report  written  in  paragraph 
and  not  in  tabular  form. 

Ulmus. — It  is  not  very  satisfactory  to  conclude  that  bromide 
is  absent  solely  because  the  silver-nitrate  precipitate  is  not  yellow  ; 
seeing  that  silver  bromide  is  only  slightly  yellowish,  and  that 
there  is  at  least  one  very  delicate  and  distinctive  test  for  bromide 
in  presence  of  chloride. 

Alcohol. —  See  reply  to  R.  H.  Martin  and  two  latter  sentences 
of  reply  to  "  Lithium." 

Maire. — The  account  of  your  examination  of  the  hydrogen- 
sulphide  precipitate  indicates  a  very  superficial  treatment  of  it, 
as  you  do  not  appear  to  have  applied  any  tests  for  copper,  bis- 
muth, cadmium,  or  the  elements  of  the  arsenium  group. 

Cornubian. — The  precipitate  which  you  obtained  on  boiling  a 
nitric-acid  solution  to  which  ammonium  molybdate  hid  lee.i 
added  in  order  to  test  for  phosphate,  probably  consisted  of 
molybdic  anhydride. 

E.  F.  Carter. — It  is  unsafe  to  conclude  that  arsenium-group 
elements  are  absent  without  examining  the  precipitate  which 
looks  like  sulphur  only  but  may  contain  some  admixed  arsenium- 
group  sulphide.  You  ought  to  have  proved  the  absence  of 
bromide  before  concluding  that  the  silver-nitrate  precipitate  con- 
sisted of  silver  chloride  only. 

Acetone. — The  aqueous  extract  from  the  powder  contained 
potassium  sulphate  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  quite  easily  recog- 
nisable. We  are  quite  unable  to  comprehend  how  you  failed  to 
lind  either  potassium  or  the  sulphuric  radical  in  it.  We  could 
obtain  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of  carbonate  in  the  powder, 
and  are  disposed  to  think  that  you  were  deceived  by  the  escape  of 
a  few  small  air  bubbles  when  the  powder  was  moistened  with  a 
dilute  acid. 

B.  C  S. — We  were  unable  to  obtain  any  evidence  of  the  pre- 
sence of  nitrate. 

Amar. — The  reactions  you  attribute  to  bismuth  were  all  due  to 
the  presence  of  leai.  You  must  not  expect  to  find  mercury  in  the 
portion  of  a  powder  which  has  been  fused  with  sodium  carbonate. 
See  the  first  portion  of  the  reply  to  "  Acetone." 

J.  F.  H.  Banner. — The  dry-way  reactions  which  you  attribute  to 
the  presence  of  a  benzoate  were  due  to  the  mercuric  chloride,  and 
the  supposed  benzoic  acid  which  separated  from  solution  was  lead 
chloride. 

J.  D.  B. — The  hydrogen-sulphide  precipitate  would  not  have 
dissolved  completely  in  nitric  acid  had  it  been  thoroughly  washed 
free  from  chlorides.  When  chlorides  remain,  the  addition  of  nitric 
acid  gives  the  same  effect  as  if  aqua  regia  were  employed. 

O.mrah. — The  spectroscope,  carefully  and  properly  applied  at 
the  stage  of  the  analysis  at  which  you  employed  it,  ought  to  have 
instantly  revealed  the  presence  of  potassium. 

Snud. — Why  did  you  not  try  the  effect  of  rubbing  one  of  the 
reduced  metallic  beads  on  a  piece  of  white  paper '?  Lead  alone 
produces  a  grey  streak.  The  precipitate  which  you  mistook  for 
nickel  sulphide  consisted  of  lead  sulphide,  produced  bv  the  addi- 
tion of  ammonium  hydrosulphide  to  a  filtrate  from  "which  lead 
had  only  been  partially  removed  by  means  of  hydrogen  sulphide. 
See  general  remarks. 

John  E.  S.  Hackforth.— It  is  not  desirable,  as  a  rule,  to  test 
tot  iron  in  a  solution  which  contains  metals  of  the  copper  group, 
as  most  of  the  latter  give  precipitates  with  potassium  ferro- 
cyanide. 


j£noU$f)  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Vcno  Drug  Company's  specialities  have  been  placed  on 
the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

The  census  returns  for  Dorsetshhe  show  that  there  are  in 
the  county  ninety-seven  chemists  and  druggists. 

An  entertainment  on  behalf  of  the  Unemployed  took  place 
at  Rhyl  on  January  22  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  P.J.  Ashtield, 
chemist  and  druggist. 

Three  retorts  exploded  on  January  22  at  Messrs.  Bradley's 
chemical-works  at  Brampton,  Chesterfield,  and  a  workman 
was  seriously  injured  by  a  heavy  piece  of  steel. 

The  Scarborough  Board  of  Guardians  has  accepted  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Webster's  tender  for  the  supply  of  drugs,  dressings, 
and  disinfectants  to  the  workhouse  for  a  second  year. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  has  accepted  the  offer 
of  Messrs.  Hugh  Wallace  &  Co.  (Limited)  to  give  101.  5s.  for 
16  cwt.  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  from  the  Guardians'  gas- 
works at  Mitcham. 

Burglars  entered  the  premises  of  Messrs.  C.  M.  Harris 
(Limited),  chemists,  Market  Square,  Camelford,  on 
January  23,  and  (having  prised  open  the  cash-box  with 
a  palette-knife)  stole  about  111.  in  cash. 

A  laboratory  has  been  opened  at  the  gardens  of  the  Royal 
Botanic  Society  in  Regent's  Park,  where  classes  in  botany 
and  horticultural  chemistry  are  held  three  times  a  week. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Schwartz,  demonstrator  in  botany  at  King's  College, 
has  been  appointed  director. 

At  Hove  on  January  26,  Herbert  Arthur  Reeves  (20)  was 
sent  to  prison  for  one  month  for  stealing  121.  14s.  3d  from 
the  Sussex  Drug  Company  (Limited).  Prisoner  was  a  porter 
with  the  company,  and  was  given  the  money  to  take  to  the 
head  office  at  135  Queen's  Road,  Brighton,  but  absconded 
with  it  instead. 

The  Medway  (Kent)  Board  of  Guardians  on  January  21 
referred  to  a  committee  the  consideration  of  the  Local 
Government  Board's  recommendation  that  all  expensive 
medicines  and  drugs  should  be  purchased  by  the  Guardians 
direct  frorn  chemists,  instead  of  being  supplied  by  the 
medical  officers. 

From  Cold-cream  to  Ice-cream. 

The  most  generally  interesting  feature  in  the  present  issue 
of  the  Sunderland  Public  Library  Circular  is,  according 
to  the  local  Press,  a  note  respecting  the  house  No.  18  High 
Street  East,  in  which  the  famous  painter,  Clarkson  Stanfield, 
was  born.  The  note  is  accompanied  by  a  drawing  of  the  old 
habitation,  reproduced  from  one  of  the  artist's  sketch-books, 
which  recently  came  into  possession  of  the  town.  When 
Clarkson  Stanfield  drew  the  dwelling  it  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  E.  Dodshon,  a  druggist,  whose  business  was  afterwards 
removed  to  Bridge  Street,  and  was  eventually  transferred  to 
Aid.  John  Harrison,  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 
The  date  appended  to  the  original  rough  draught  is 
August  13,  1841.  Side  by  side  with  its  reproduction  is  a 
representation  of  the  same  house,  the  present  tenant  being 
an  ice-cream  merchant. 

Analysts'  Reports. 

The  report  of  the  Analyst  for  the  county  of  Middlesex 
shows  that  during  the  quarter  ended  December  31,  1902, 
1,040  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  were  examined,  twenty- 
eight  of  which  were  faulty.  Out  of  that  number  twenty- 
three  were  samples  of  milk,  four  of  butter,  and  one  of  sal 
volatile. 

According  to  the  report  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Ekins,  public  analyst 
for  the  county  of  Herts,  ninety-five  samples  were  analysed 
during  the  quarter  ending  December  3L.  1902,  only  twelve 
of  which  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  The  samples  in- 
cluded three  of  Gregory's  powder,  two  each  of  camphorated 
oil  and  lime-water,  and  one  of  ground  cinnamon,  all  of  which 
were  genuine. 
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Government  Chemists. 

The  Civil  Service  Gazette,  in  the  course  of  a  critical  article 
on  the  Customs  laboratory,  based  on  information  from  "  one 
in  the  know,"  states  that  when  the  sugar-duties  were  imposed 
in  1901  several  young  men  were  introduced  as  temporary 
chemical  assistants,  and  although  the  work  has  now  con- 
siderably settled  down,  and  the  classification  of  an  enormous 
number  of  composite  articles  has  to  a  large  extent  removed 
the  pressure,  these  men  are  still  employed.  It  now  appears 
that  Dr.  Thorpe  has  in  his  mind  a  scheme  for  placing  them 
on  the  permanent  staff,  and  for  that  purpose  is,  or  is  about 
to  be,  in  treaty  with  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners,  with  a 
view  to  the  establishment  of  an  examination  for  the  entry 
of  these  temporary  assistants  into  the  Service.  This  is 
objected  to,  because  there  are  at  the  present  time  per- 
manent Customs  officials  employed  in  the  laboratory  who 
have  been  chemically  trained  at  South  Kensington,  and  who 
accepted  the  training  on  the  condition  that  appointments  on 
the  laboratory  staff  would  be  open  to  them.  As  the  pro- 
posed appointments,  at  a  maximum  salary  of  150Z.  per 
annum,  will  do  away  with  a  corresponding  number  of  second- 
class  analysts,  there  will  be  a  saving.  It  is  also  stated  that 
there  are  examining  officers  with  no  special  chemical  know- 
ledge at  one  or  two  of  the  outports,  who,  after  a  few  weeks' 
training  at  the  Government  laboratory,  are  performing  duties 
at  their  own  ports  similar  to  those  performed  by  the  tempo- 
rary chemical  assistants  ;  and  that  there  are  officers  at  the 
present  time  in  the  laboratory,  belonging  to  the  outdoor 
staff,  not  possessed  of  any  chemical  knowledge,  who  are  now 
doing  exactly  the  same  class  of  work  as  the  temporary 
assistants. 

Football. 

Pharmaceutical  F.C.  v.  Metropolitan  College  F.C. — This 
Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League  match  was  decided  at 
Wormholt  Farm  on  January  24.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy 
condition  of  the  ground,  and  the  fact  that  they  had  not 
turned  out  for  five  weeks,  the  "  Square  "  men  played  a  good 
game,  and  at  the  interval  were  3  goals  ahead.  During  the 
second  half  play  was  mostly  in  the  Metropolitans'  quarters, 
their  defence  being  kept  busy  by  the  "  Square  "  forwards, 
who  showed  good  combination,  and  added  7  goals  before 
the  whistle  blew.  Result :  "  Square,"  10  goals  ;  Metropolitan 
College,  0. 

Not  a  Patent  Medicine. 

At  the  Kensington  Coroner's  Court  on  January  23,  Mr. 
Luxmoore  Drew  held  an  inquiry  with  reference  to  the  death 
of  Albert  Ernest  White  (2  years  and  4  months),  who  died 
suddenly.  The  child  had  a  cough,  and  the  father  stated  that 
his  wife  bought  twopennyworth  of  cough-mixture  at  a  little 
general  shop.  Another  woman  in  the  street  recommended  it. 
The  man  was  out  of  work,  and  no  doctor  was  thought 
necessary.  The  Coroner  advised  the  father,  if  his  children 
were  ill,  to  call  in  the  parish  doctor.  When  a  person 
consulted  neighbours,  chemists,  and  people  who  made  up 
such  mixtures,  and  who  knew  nothing  about  the  treatment 
of  disease,  it  was  simply  playing  with  life.  Cornelius 
Wickerson,  a  manufacturer  of  druggists'  sundries,  &c,  of 
Colva  Works,  Dartmouth  Park  Hill,  Highgate,  N.,  said  he 
manufactured  the  "  Family  Cough-syrup  "  given  to  the  child. 
It  was  sold  by  grocers  and  shopkeepers  in  general.  He  had 
no  medical  knowledge,  but  the  mixture  contained  no  poison  : 
it  was  simply  sugar-syrup,  aniseed,  tolu,  and  vinegar  of 
squills.  The  Coroner  remarked  that,  although  the  mixture 
was  innocent,  people  bought  it  and  waited  to  see  the  result. 
It  was  the  loss  of  time  that  was  the  danger  in  these  cases. 

The  Witness  :  I  think  I  had  better  put  on  the  label  "  In 
cases  of  danger  consult  a  medical  man  at  once." 

Dr.  Sydney  Herbert  Greene  said  death  was  due  to  pneu- 
monia. The  mixture  would  do  no  good,  and  not  do  any 
harm.  Emma  Congerton,  28  Hurstway  Street,  Notting  Hill, 
who  sold  the  medicine,  having  given  evidence,  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  the  medical  evidence. 

Fires. 

A  fire  occurred  at  171  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  on  January  27, 
in  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Turner,  chemist  and  druggist. 
The  shop  and  contents  were  much  damaged. 

A  disastrous  fire  occurred  on  January  22,  at  the  premises 
of  Messrs.  Brook,  Parker  &  Co.  (Limited),  wholesale  drug- 


gists and  manufacturing  chemists,  of  Feversham  Street, 
Bradford.    The  damage  is  estimated  at  about  5.000Z. 

Sea-air  and  Phthisis. 

The  presence  in  British  waters  of  an  American  consump- 
tion-hospital ship  has  called  attention  to  the  utility  of  sea- 
air  in  the  treatment  of  consumption.  Dr.  John  C. 
Thorowgood,  of  Bognor,  writing  to  the  Morning  Post,  says 
that  many  years  ago  the  late  Dr.  Walshe  joined  with  him  in 
urging  a  young  chemist  in  Regent  Street  well  on  in  tuber- 
cular consumption  to  make  the  Australian  voyage.  The 
result  was  a  complete  recovery.  A  young  lady  who  sailed 
to  Melbourne  and  back  with  her  mother — one  of  her  lungs 
being,  in  the  opinion  of  skilful  physicians,  almost  gone — 
came  back  in  a  state  of  rude  health,  and  has  continued  so 
for  at  least  two  years.  Patients  from  Victoria  Park  Chest 
Hospital  who  have  made  sea-voyages  have  benefited  very 
decidedly. 

Birmingham  News. 

Some  time  ago  Mr.  Freeman,  chemist,  of  City  Road,  called 
the  Home  Secretary's  attention  to  the  unjust  methods  of  the 
companies  which  carry  goods  to  South  Africa.  Messrs. 
Holden  &  Co.,  Bradford  Street,  now  make  a  strong  protest 
also. 

The  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association's  dance  last 
week  was  fairly  well  attended,  but  several  well-known 
members  of  the  social  side  were  absent  owing  to  illness, 
amongst  them  being  Mr.  T.  W.  Chapman,  who  has  had 
influenza. 

A  growing  number  of  family  recipes  come  into  the 
pharmacy  owing  to  the  increased  use  made  of  the  "  family 
physician's  "  advice  in  weekly  newspapers.  The  prescriptions 
are  often  dangerous,  and  frequently  the  dispensing-chemist 
has  to  dissuade  customers  from  using  them. 

In  view  of  the  high  rate  that  potable  water  will  be 
charged  in  the  City's  area,  many  are  prospecting  for  wells. 
A  leading  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists  have  tried  the 
experiment  and  failed.  The  inspectors  are  calling  on 
chemists  to  know  the  volume  of  water  used  by  them,  with 
a  view  to  taxation. 

A  practice  of  calling  aerated  waters  after  famous  guns 
has  arisen  in  our  midst.  The  Keystone  Company  call  their 
mixture  of  lemonade  and  ginger-ale  "  Long  Tom."  Another 
has  adopted  "  Long  Cecil,"  and  the  result  is  the  former  sues 
for  damages  in  the  County  Court  for  substitution.  The  case 
stands  adjourned  until  February  11. 

Poisonings. 

Nine  deaths  from  poisoning  are  reported  since  our  last 
record,  five  being  caused  by  carbolic  acid,  two  by  laudanum, 
one  by  oxalic  acid,  and  one  by  strychnine.  A  young  man 
named  Herbert  Smith  was  found  dead  in  Halifax  with  a 
bottle  of  carbolic  lotion  by  his  side.  A  Liversedge  woman 
named  Simpson  procured  a  bottle  of  carbolic  acid  from  a 
Heckmondwike  chemist,  and  poisoned  herself.  A  woman 
was  found  in  Regent's  Park  unconscious,  with  a  bottle  of 
carbolic  acid  in  her  pocket.  She  died  in  the  London 
Temperance  Hospital  from  carbolic  poisoning.  An  elderly 
man  named  Payne  was  found  unconscious  at  the  public 
baths  in  Battersea.  An  examination  of  the  bath  led  to  the 
discovery  of  a  small  earthenware  jar,  containing  a  reddish 
fluid  and  a  "  poison  "  label,  from  which  the  chemist's  name 
had  been  removed.  The  man  died  half  an  hour  after 
discovery.  Alice  Redding,  wife  of  a  grocer's  assistant  at 
Liverpool,  also  took  carbolic  acid,  and  died.  The  oxalic- 
acid  victim  was  a  Wolverhampton  cabman  named  Gascoigne. 
A  man  whose  name  is  unknown  committed  suicide  in  a 
Wakefield  hotel  on  January  25  by  taking  a  quantity  of 
laudanum.  There  were  two  empty  bottles  lying  near  him. 
At  Dudley  on  January  24  a  Coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  misadventure  in  the  case  of  Maria  Shaw  Blatchford,  who 
took  an  overdose  of  laudanum  accidentally.  A  baker's 
wife,  Mary  Eley,  at  Hackney,  was  so  worried  that  she  took  a 
dose  of  rat-poison  on  January  23,  and  died  from  strychnine- 
poisoning. 


Gabianol.— A  brown  oil,  extracted  from  the  slatea  of  Herat. 
It  is  a  remedy  against  catarrhal  conditions  of  the  trachea  and  of 
the  bronchi.— National  Druggist. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Poisonous  Pepper. 

The  prisoners  of  the  convict  establishment  at  Mary- 
borough were  the  victims  of  a  mistake  last  week  in  the  use 
of  powdered  hellebore  for  pepper  in  seasoning  soup.  Five 
of  the  convicts  are  reported  to  be  seriously  affected.  The 
powder  had  been  kept  in  the  kitchen  for  exterminating 
vermin. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Coyle,  the  Medical  Hall,  Graigue,  co.  Kilkenny, 
sends  us  an  interesting  account  of  the  uses  to  which  the  two 
kinds  of  hellebore  were  put,  but  we  do  not  gather  whether  he 
regrets  that  the  drug  has  fallen  into  disuse  or  not.  The 
dangerous  properties  of  hellebore  make  it  very  desirable  to 
discourage  its  sale  for  domestic  purposes  as  much  as  possible. 

Disinfector  Wanted. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Cashel  Union  are  making  inquiries 
as  to  the  cost  of  a  disinfector  for  use  at  the  workhouse.  It 
is  thought  that  a  larger  one  than  is  used  at  Tipperary  Work- 
house should  be  obtained.  Formalin  is  the  disinfectant  to 
be  used. 

Gas-poisoning. 

A  visitor  at  the  Clarence  Hotel,  Dublin,  was  last  week 
found  in  an  unconscious  state,  suffering  from  gas-poisoning, 
and  subsequently  died  in  the  Jervis  Street  Hospital.  The 
inquest  was  adjourned  to  enable  a  pathologist  to  analyse 
the  blood,  to  see  if  death  was  caused  by  carbon  dioxide. 

Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society. 

The  programme  for  the  annual  musical  evening  of  this 
Society  on  January  28  is  quite  a  volume.  In  addition  to  the 
musical  programme  there  are  particulars  about  the  educa- 
tional classes  in  connection  with  the  Society  and  many 
advertisements  of  pharmaceutical  interest. 

Personal. 

Sir  Charles  Cameron,  F.R.C.S.I.,  C.B.,  has  been  awarded 
the  gold  medal  founded  by  the  late  Sir  Henry  Harben  for 
distinguished  service  in  the  cause  of  public  health  and 
advancement  of  sanitary  science.  The  Harben  medal  has 
been  awarded  on  previous  occasions  to  Lord  Playfair,  Pro- 
fessor Pettenkoffer,  and  Lord  Lister. 

Cork  Exhibition,  1903. 

The  prospectus  of  the  Greater  Cork  Exhibition,  1903,  has 
been  issued,  the  objects  being,  like  last  year's  exhibition,  to 
promote  the  industrial  resources  of  Ireland.  It  is  in  view 
of  last  year's  success  and  the  stimulus  to  trade  in  Irish 
manufactures  which  resulted  that  the  committee  of  the 
exhibition  determined  to  reopen  the  buildings.  This  deci- 
sion has  met  with  the  warm  approval  of  commercial  men  of 
all  classes,  and  the  Earl  of  Dudley  has  shown  his  apprecia- 
tion of  the  scheme  by  becoming  its  patron,  and  forwarding 
the  generous  contribution  of  2501.  towards  the  expenses  of 
providing  additional  attractions  for  this  year's  exhibition. 
Irish  manufactures  and  industries  will  be  the  prominent 
feature,  and  special  sections  will  be  devoted  to  the  display 
of  the  products,  raw  and  manufactured,  of  the  country. 
The  exhibition  will  be  opened  early  in  the  summer,  and  will 
continue  open  for  six  months.  It  is  not  intended  to  issue 
any  awards. 


Dr.  Galvani  has  discovered  a  principle,  by  which  motion  can 
be  restored  to  Dead  Bodies;  and  Citizen  Potel,  of  Paris,  has 
discovered  a  mode  of  employing  the  Oxygenated  Muriatic  Acid 
Gas,  for  the  actual  resuscitation  of  the  Dead.  If  thus  Death  and  1 
Disease  are  subject  to  the  powers  of  human  invention,  what 
miracles  are  we  not  still  to  expect  from  the  Age  or  Wonders  9— 
"  Times,"  Monday,  January  24,  1803. 


Scotch  IRCW'S?, 


Early  Closing. 

The  chemists  of  Bathgate  intimate  that  in  future  they 
will  close  their  establishments  on  week-days  at  7.30  P.M., 
and  on  Saturdays  at  10  p.m.  The  Sunday  hours  will  be 
10  till  11.30  a.m.  and  5  till  6.30  p.m. 

The  Carnegie  Trust. 

The  Carnegie  trustees  are  engaged  in  the  elaboration  of  a 
scheme  which  will  provide  funds  to  the  four  universities  for 
the  purpose  of  endowing  post-graduation  research  by  the 
more  brilliant  students  in  the  various  faculties,  the  establish- 
ment of  travelling  scholarships  for  visits  to  other  universities 
at  home  and  abroad  being  included  in  the  arrangement. 

Medicine  Mistakes. 

A  young  lady  named  Esther  Costello  died  at  Portobello, 
on  January  21,  from  accidentally  taking  an  overdose  of  a 
narcotic  she  had  been  using  for  an  internal  complaint. 

On  January  22  a  Dunblane  woman  named  Ann  Cramb,  or 
Fletcher  (50),  died  at  Stirling  Infirmary  from  poisoning. 
She  had  been  under  medical  treatment,  and  mistook  a  bottle 
of  aconite-liniment  for  another  medicine  for  internal  use* 

College  v.  Institute. 

Miss  Eleanor  E.  Raffan,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Rattan, 
chemist,  Port  Street,  Stirling,  has  passed  the  examination 
of  the  College  of  Preceptors,  London,  recently  held,  in  order 
to  qualify  for  registration  as  a  student  of  pharmacy.  It '  is 
rather  singular  that  the  College  of  Preceptors'  examination 
should  be  taken  advantage  of  in  Scotland,  which  has  an 
Educational  Institute  of  its  own. 

The  Chemist's  Pet. 

Mr.  D.  D.  Cairnie,  chemist  and  druggist,  Thurso,  has  sent, 
us  a  photograph  of  a  healthy  and  lively-looking  young  seal 
which  was  caught  in  the  Pentland  Firth  six  weeks  ago. 
Mr.  Cairnie  had  the  seal  in  his  large  shop-window  as  a. 
Christmas  attraction,  and  people  went  miles  to  see  it.  He- 
tells  us  that  several  seals  have  been  caught  round  the  north 
coast  recently,  and  they  are  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  uhoal. 
that  is  said  to  be  following  and  demolishing  the  cod  on  the 
Norwegian  coast.  The  cod-fishing  on  the  northern  coast  Of 
Scotland  has  just  begun. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Several  South-side  doctors'  shops  will  close  their  doers  at  . 
Whitsuntide. 

The  whirling- spray  is  now  in  the  town.  Some  of  the 
leading  chemists  are  making  a  lavish  show  of  it. 

Dust-proof  window- enclosures  about  5  feet  high  arc  now 
becoming  the  fashion  here.  They  have  been  put  into  all  the 
old  shops  recently  refitted. 

The  Evening  News  quotes  the  par  about  Dr.  Piitehard's 
prescription  (C.  cf  B.,  January  18),  with  the  comment,  "  The? 
evil  that  men  do  lives  after  them." 

It  is  whispered  that  one  of  the  oldest-established  bnsi- 
nessess  in  the  North-west  district  of  the  city  is  to  be  put  on 
the  market  shortly  ;  the  present  proprietor  going  to  pastures 
new. 

A  South-side  chemist  who  makes  a  speciality  of  sponges 
has  converted  one  of  his  windows  into  a  sort  of  sponge- 
museum.  It  contains,  amongst  other  curious  specimens,  a 
huge  sponge  over  200  years  old. 

A  chemist  who  recently  advertised  for  a  girl  to  go 
messages  and  learn  the  trade  had  nearly  a  hundred  appli- 
cants for  the  vacancy.  Inquiry  discloses  the  fact  that  shop- 
keepers in  other  lines  of  business  have  had  a  similar  ex- 
perience. The  explanation  is  said  to  lie  in  dull  trade  and 
lack  of  employment. 

The  discussion  on  Mr.  Currie's  address  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  made  it  clear  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
Glasgow  chemists,  an  injunction-case  should  be  taken  on  the 
"  Protection  of  Titles  "  question.  The  temper  of  the  meeting 
also  showed  that  in  the  forthcoming  fight  in  defence  of  sale- 
of-poison  rights,  the  Glasgow  men  are  likely  to  be  n  the 
forefront. 
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From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


International  Courtesies. — It  is  announced  that 
M.  Bornet,  the  eminent  French  botanist,  was  elected  a 
corresponding  member  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  the  last  meeting  of  that  body.  M.  Bornet  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  in  the 
section  of  botany.  He  is  a  member  of  most  of  the  learned 
societies  of  Europe  and  America. 

f>  Adrenalin  in  Prance. — A  French  firm  is  making  a 
feature  of  adrenalin  in  its  various  forms,  which  they  are 
distinguishing  by  the  addition  of  their  surname,  a  style 
which  is  fairly  familiar  in  this  country.  For  my  own  part 
I  should  be  inclined  to  insist  upon  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
name  on  the  package,  as  it  seems  like  painting  the  lily  to 
add  the  name  of  a  Frsnch  pharmacist  to  such  a  well-known 
preparation. 

Under  the  Hammer. — -The  perfumery-shop  on  the 
Boulevard  des  Capucines,  well,  known  to  visitors  to  Paris 
under  the  familiar  name  of  Jones,  was  up  for  sale  by  auction 
a  week  ago,  the  upset  price  being  63,000f.  (2;500Z.).  For-some 
years  past  the  business  has  been  in  French  hands,  and  the 
sale  was  merely  a  formality  for  deciding  the  price  on  the 
dissolution  of  partnership.  The  founder  of  this  well-known 
business  was  originally  a  chemist's  assistant,  and  for  some 
years  was  engaged  in  that  capacity  in  a  leading  pharmacy 
near  the  Place  Vendome,  Paris. 

Emile  Daueignac  as  a  Pharmacist. — The  famous 
Humberts,  and  especially  the  Daurignacs,  are  many-sided 
and  resourceful  persons.  One  of  the  letters  which  Emile 
Daurignac  has  received  in  the  solitude  of  his  prison  was 
from  a  notary's  clerk  asking  for  a  remedy  for  gastritis.  It 
appears  that  Emile,  who  is  Mme.  Humbert's  brother,  possesses 
a  prescription  for  an  infallible  remedy  for  this  malady,  but 
whether  devised  by  himself  or  originally  obtained  from  a 
physician  is  not  stated.  Perhaps  the  clerk  was  writing  on 
behalf  of  an  enterprising  pharmacien  anxious  to  do  a  little 
advertising  by  showing  a  recipe  from  Daurignac. 

"  Extra  Dry." — According  to  the  Paris  Figaro  an  attempt 
is  being  made  in  medical  circles  to  introduce  what  is  called 
the  "  dry  system  "  as  a  remedy  for  colds  in  the  head.  Total 
abstention  from  drinking  any  kind  of  fluid  for  several  days 
is  the  treatment.  Some  people  would  certainly  find  the 
remedy  far  worse  than  the  disease  ;  but  it  is  related  that  the 
Marquis  de  Pisani,  father  of  Mme.  de  Rambouillet,  took 
liquid  nourishment  but  once  a  week ;  one  historian  even 
says  once  a  year,  but  what  quantity  of  liquid  he  consumed 
on  the  eventful  anniversary  is  not  stated.  Tallemant  de 
Reaux  goes  so  far  as  to  assert  that  he  only  drank  once  in 
eleven  years,  but  then  there  have  been  freaks  of  Nature  at 
all  periods  of  the  world's  history,  and  they  can  be  considered 
in  a  question  of  curing  colds  in  the  head. 

Pharmacy  Students'  "  Year-book." — The  Committse  of 
the  Paris  Pharmacy  Students'  Association  have  issued  an 
"  annuaire,"  or  year-book,  in  which  a  considerable  amount  of 
interesting  information  regarding  the  position  of  the  phar- 
macy student  is  given,  as  well  as  the  statutes  and  an 
account  of  the  various  branches  of  the  Society.  The  ad- 
vantages offered  seem  so  numerous  that  it  almost  looks  as 
though  the  student  makes  a  rather  poor  exchange  by 
obtaining  his  diploma  as  a  full-fledged  pharmacien.  The 
Association  partakes  something  of  a  club,  in  which  every 
convenience  is  arranged  for  study,  as  well  as  for  mutual 
stimulation,  amongst  the  members.  The  popular  outdoor 
.sports  are  not  lost  sight  of,  as  a  necessary  change  from 
intellectual  work.  The  Association  rooms  have  recently 
been  enlarged,  and  are  comfortably  fitted  up.  The  Year- 
book forms  a  good  adjunct  to  the  "  Pharmacy  Students' 
Guide,"  published  annually  by  M.  Madoule. 

Chemical  Statistics. — From  the  provisional  returns  of 
French  trade  for  1902,  which  have  just  been  published,  I 
notice  that  in  connection  with  chemical-products  Franoe 
received  from  England  7,357  tons  more  than  in  1901,  repre- 
senting an  increase  in  value  of  4,055, OOOf.  In  regard  to  the 
exports  from  France  to  England,  there  is  also  an  increase  to 
the  extent  of  51,000f.,  but  a  decrease  in  the  weight  of  goods 


to  the  extent  of  10,069  tons.  Germany  exported  to  France 
in  1902  44,324  tons  of  chemical-products  less  than  in  1901, 
the  value  of  which,  however,  represented  an  increase  of 
117,000f.  ;  whilst  France  exported  to  that  country  1.057  tens 
more  than  in  1901,  with  a  decrease  in  value  of  2,046,000f. 

The  French  "  Colonial  Garden  "  has  issued  a  list  of 
the  seeds  offered  this  season  to  the  experimental  gardens  in 
the  French  colonies.  Among  the  165  varieties  mentioned 
many  are  useful  and  some  rare.  Ipecacuanha  and  jaborandi 
are  included  in  the  plants  of  pharmaceutical  interest,  while 
mate  (South  American  tea),  guttapercha-plants,  and  coffee- 
plants  of  every  variety  are  also  mentioned. 

An  Old  Acquaintance. — The  Englishman,  when  over- 
charged at  a  continental  hotel,  is  popularly  supposed  to  pay 
and  to  threaten  to  write  to  the  Times.  Your  modern  French- 
man, when  he  thinks  himself  taken  advantage  of,  eases  his 
pent-up  feelings  by  a  letter  to  Le  Matin.  Thus,  just  before 
the  Fiench  Parliament  opt-ned  and  news  was  scarce,  our  old 
friend  "  the  constant  reader  "  raised  the  eternal  question  of 
charges  for  dispensing  a  prescription.  The  theme  is  well 
known  :  he  had  always  had  a  certain  recipe  for  his  invalid 
wife  made  up  at  a  pharmacy  in  a  busy  thoroughfare.  A 
friend  persuaded  him  to  send  the  prescription  to  be  dispensed 
at  a  pharmacy  in  a  working-quarter,  and  the  charge  was 
60  per  cent.  less.  Of  course,  this  statement  does  not  settle 
the  question,  as  the  subject  of  ingredients  has  to  be  dis- 
cussed. But  an  interesting  point  is  that  the  pharmacy 
complained  of  for  high  charges  is  said  to  be  near  the 
Carrefour  Montmatre  (popularly  known  as  the  "Accident 
Crossing,"  on  account  of  the  numerous  casualties  that  have 
occurred  there  in  the  past),  and  this  spot  is  the  centre  of 
several  cutting  pharmacies.  But,  in  any  case,  the  difference 
of  60  per  cent,  seems  high,  especially  to  a  section  of  the 
public  who  like  to  imagine  that  because  things  East  are  as  a 
rule  cheaper  than  things  West,  the  law  ought  to  interfere 
to  make  them  cheap  all  round. 

"  Arranged  for  the  Public  Palate  "  is  the  way  Louis 
Danval,  the  released  ex-pharmacien,  has  been  summed  up  in 
the  story  of  his  convict-life,  which,  under  the  title  of 
"  Twenty-five  Years  at  a  Convict  Settlement,"  is  now 
appearing  in  a  Paris  periodical.  The  publication  is  being- 
advertised  by  huge  posters  on  Paris  and  provincial 
hoardings,  representing  the  ex-pharmacien,  pickaxe  in  hand, 
working  on  the  rocky  shore  of  Noumea,  New  Caledonia. 
He  is  shown  there  as  a  grey-bearded  man,  working  bare- 
headed in  a  tropical  sun,  but  then  the  artist's  licence,  like 
the  poet's,  is  proverbial.  More  authentic  and  interesting  is 
his  portrait  at  32  years  of  age — the  time  of  his  now  famous 
trial — which  illustrates  the  opening  chapter.  The  story  is 
written  in  a  popular  style,  of  which  the  following  anecdote 
will  give  some  idea.  The  scene  is  in  Danval's  old  pharmacy 
in  the  Rue  de  Mauberge,  Paris.  He  has  just  entered,  and 
his  assistant  Falconnet  and  the  porter  Cremer  have  informed 
him  of  the  visit  of  M.  Clement,  the  juge  d'instruction,  who 
has  sealed  up  all  the  cupboards  and  drawers  in  the 
pharmacy  by  authority  of  justice.  "  At  this  moment," 
relates  M.  Danval,  "  a  policeman  entered,  wearing  a  scared 
expression.  Falconnet  and  Cremer  looked  at  each  other 
terrified.  They  doubtless  thought  he  had  come  to  arrest  me. 
But  the  worthy  '  agent '  had  no  such  hostile  intention,  and 
certainly  no  idea  that  M.  Clement  had  preceded  him  in  the 
pharmacy.  He  had  simply  come  to  fetch  a  soothing- 
draught  for  one  of  his  children.  As  all  the  showcases  and 
drawers  were  sealed  up,  it  was  impossible  to  serve  him,  and 
Falconnet  found  some  vague  excuse.  The  policeman  left, 
grumbling  that  a  pharmacien  had  no  right  to  refuse  to 
supply  medicine,  and  that  he  would  complain  to  the 
authorities." 


Colonial  ano  jforefon  IRem 


Another  Chemical  -  factory. —  A  factory  has  been 
established  in  Berlin  by  Messrs.  Dr.  L.  Scholvien  and  P.  L. 
Langfeld,  under  the  style  of  "  Chemische-pharmaceutische 
und  Essenzenfabrik  G.  m.  b.  H."  Besides  the  manufacture  of 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  the  company 
will  manufacture  essences  of  all  kinds,  fruit-juices,  and 
colourings  for  foods  and  confectionery. 
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Dr.  Salzmann,  President  of  the  German  Pharmaceutical 
Society  (Deutscher  Apotheker  Verein)  and  owner  of  a  phar- 
macy in  Berlin,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  The  Society  is  thus  again,  as  in  Brunnen- 
graeber's  time,  represented  on  the  Supreme  Board. 

A  New  Pharmacopoeia. — The  third  edition  of  the  Hun- 
garian Pharmacop>oeia  will  probably  be  published  in  1905. 
The  State  Medical  Board  has  already  been  charged  by  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  with  its  compilation.  It  is  expected 
that  the  writing  of  the  Latin  text,  the  translation,  and  the 
printing  will  take  two  years. 

'•Polly"  in  Chile. — In  a  criminal  acfon  brought  by  the 
Apollinaris  Company  (Limited)  against  falsifiers  of 
Apollinaris  water  in  Chile,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Justice  has 
just  pronounced  the  final  judgment.  The  falsifiers  are  con- 
demned to  six  months'  imprisonment  in  addition  to  a  fine  of 
#500  each.  This  was  a  test-case  on  the  new  laws  concern- 
ing trade-marks,  &c,  and  the  decision  shows  that  counter- 
feiters who  usurp  European  trade-marks  can  now  be  brought 
to  book  in  Chile. 

The  Swedish  Match.— For  the  purpose  of  bringing 
about  a  combination  between  the  largest  match-factories  in 
Sweden  a  syndicate  consisting  of  five  companies  has  recently 
purchased  the  majority  of  the  shares  in  the  Vulcan  Com- 
pany, the  production  of  which  has  amounted  to  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  production  of  matches  in  Sweden.  This 
industry  has  been  in  an  unsatisfactory  position,  and  an 
appeal  for  combination  to  all  the  Swedish  manufacturers  in 
this  line  has  been  issued. 

German  Trade  in  1902— The  official  returns  of  the 
Imperial  Statistical  Department  show  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  third  year  of  severe  industrial  depression,  the 
twelve  months  ended  December  31,  1902,  exhibit  not  only 
a  slight  advance  in  the  value  of  the  imports,  but  also  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  exports.  Although  only  of  a 
provisional  character,  the  returns  indicate  imports  of  the 
value  of  285  598.000/.,  as  compared  with  285.016,000/.  in  1901 
and  302,149,000/.  in  1900.  On  the  other  hand,  the  value 
of  the  exports  reached  a  total  of  250  335,000/.,  as  against 
225,632  000/.  and  237,630,000/.  in  1901  and  1900  respectively. 
Coal,  iron,  and  iron  manufactures  were  responsible  for  the 
increased  exports. 

Trade  with  Turkey. — A  telegram  has  been  received  at 
the  Board  of  Trade,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  from  H.M. 
Embassy  at  Constantinople,  stating  that  certificates  of  origin 
are  now  again  required  by  the  Turkish  Customs  officials  in 
respect  of  all  foreign  goods  imported  into  Turkey.  In  this 
connection  it  would  be  advantageous  if  our  Embassy  at 
Constantinople  would  ascertain,  say  three  months  hence,  if 
the  order  is  applied  to  all  foreign  goods.  The  manner  in 
which  the  Turkish  Customs  officials  now  reject  goods  of 
British  origin  is  disgraceful.  Every  encouragement  appears 
to  be  given  to  German  goods.  This  applies  especially  to 
pharmaceutical  products.  Some  of  British  origin  have  been 
rejected  on  analytical  reports  indicating  trivial  impurity, 
while  inferior  goods  of  the  same  character  from  Germany 
are  admitted  without  question. 

Dyes  and  Chemicals  in  Italy.  —  The  Ghemisohe 
Industrie  states  that  the  dyeing  and  allied  chemical  trades 
in  Italy  have  made  great  progress  during  the  last  twenty 
years.  In  1880  there  were  only  four  such  establishments, 
employing  177  hands  in  all.  Now,  however,  the  number  of 
such  houses  is  eighty,  and  these  employ  5,419  workers.  The 
principal  centres  of  dyeing  in  Italy  are  Milan,  Novara,  and 
Bergamo.  The  growing  independence  of  the  country  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  figures,  which  represent  double 
hundredweights : — 

Imports  Exports 

1890    25,307  137 

1895    11,378  3,501 

1900    4,801  12,983 

The  development  has  been  so  great  during  the  last  two  years 
that  a  crisis  has  been  brought  about.  In  1901  the  Societa 
per  tessuti  Stampati,  the  largest  works  of  the  kind  in  Italy, 
worked  at  a  loss  of  500,000  lire  (20,000/.).  The  dyes  prac- 
tically all  come  from  Germany,  and  the  value  of  this  class 
of  importations  last  year  amounted  to  20,000.000  lire 
(80,000/.).  Such  an  industry  cannot  exist  in  Italy  because 
of  the  heavy  duty  that  weighs  upon  alcohol. 


Soutb  Hfrican  "Mem* 

(From  our  own  Correspondents,) 


Not?.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Gape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Business  Change. — Messrs.  Badman'fc  Oldham,  chemists, 
Muizenburg,  have  opened  a  branch  at  Kalk  Bay,  Cape 
Colony. 

Future  of  Delagoa  Bay. — Renewed  interest  has 'been 
aroused  in  Johannesburg  with  regard  to  this  important  port. 
Reuter  states  that  the  majority  of  the  financial  houses  have 
been  steadily  acquiring  interests  in  Delagoa  Bay,  and  with 
suitable  wharves  and  landing  facilities  the  future  prosperity 
of  the  port  is  no  longer  matter  of  speculation.  Several 
important  and  influential  companies  have  been  formed  in 
Johannesburg  with  the  view  of  acquiring  further  interests 
and  properties,  as  also  of  developing  the  industrial  and 
commercial  facilities  of  the  town. 

Lower  Freights. — The  South  African  shipping  ring  has 
cut  down  its  rates  to  Cape  Town,  and  these  are  now 
approximately  the  same  as  those  charged  by  the  independent 
line.  This  is  thought  by  shippers  to  be  due  to  the  strong 
opposition  that  the  independent  line  has  been  able  to 
maintain.  It  is  stated  that  if  shippers  were  to  accept  the 
bait  now  thrown  out  to  them  it  might  mean  the  collapse  of 
the  opposition,  and  they  believe  that  they  would  then  find 
themselves  worse  off  than  ever.  The  ring,  in  their  opinion, 
would  make  them  pay  for  the  difference  in  many  ways  if 
ever  it  regained  its  monopoly. 

Mahomet  Cassiem  was  again  brought  before  Mr.  C.  W. 
Broers,  A.R.M.,  at  Cape  Town,  on  January  6,  on  the  charge 
of  contravening  the  Medical  Act  by  practising  as  a  medical 
man  without  having  provided  himself  with  a  licence  according 
to  law.  The  previous  stages  in  the  case  have  been  reported 
in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  Elizabeth  Jacobs  now 
stated  that  another  woman  brought  accused  to  her  bourse  to 
see  a  child.  Prisoner  said  the  child  had  the  "  devil  in  it," 
and  proceeded  to  remove  it.  When  it  came  to  paying  Mr. 
Jacobs  objected  to  the  charge  of  a  guinea,  whereupon  the 
accused  said  :  ''If  you  do  not  pay  me  I  shall  take  your  child's 
life  and  your  wife's,  for  I  have  to  give  the  devil  a  soul  every 
year,  and  it  comes  in  handy."  On  a  constable  appearing  on 
the  scene,  the  accused  declared  he  was  a  doctor.  Gertrude 
Johannes  van  Niekerk,  in  giving  evidence  for  the  defence, 
declared  that  her  child  recovered  owing  to  his  skill.  Accused 
was  committed  for  trial. 


Hmerlcan  IRotes. 


Chemicals  from  Lumber. — The  National  Chemical 
Company  are  laying  down  plant  in  five  buildings  at  Cin- 
cinnati (costing  about  #250,000)  to  manufacture  from  shav- 
ings, sawdust,  and  other  waste  from  the  lumber-mill,  carbon, 
acetate  of  calcium,  wood  alcohol,  creosote  oils,  and  asphalt. 

American  Science  Association. — The  American  Associa- 
tion for  the  Advancement  of  Science  held  its  fifty-second 
annual  meeting  at  Washington  from  December  29,  1902,  to 
January  3,  1903.  The  gathering  was  eminently  successful. 
The  Association  has  a  membership  of  nearly  4,000,  and 
1,382  members  were  present.  The  Chairman  was  Professor 
Ira  Remsen  (President  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University), 
whose  work  is  well  known  to  pharmacists  throughout  the 
world. 

Druggists  as  Doctors.— Two  well-known  New  England 
druggists,  who  have  conducted  businesses  in  South  Provi- 
dence for  over  twenty  years,  were  recently  arrested  for 
practising  medicine  without  due  warrant  of  law.  The  State 
Board  of  Health  are  the  prosecutors,  and  the  allegations  are 
that  the  druggists  prescribed  and  sold  remedies  for  dyspepsia 
to  several  policemen  who  called  and  described  imaginary 
symptoms  of  illness.  As  a  result  of  the  hearing  in  the  lower 
court,  one  druggist,  Mr.  A.  O.  Austen,  has  been  committed  to 
the  Grand  Jury,  but  the  prosecution  failed  to  prove  the  other 
case 
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festivities. 


Ball  at  Plymouth. 

The  annual  ball  given  by  the  Three  Towns  Chemists' 
Association  is  one  of  the  most  popular  in  the  district,  and 
that  held  at  Stonehouse  Town  Hall  on  January  23  was  a 
thorough  success.  The  interior  of  the  hall  had  been 
specially  decorated  for  the  occasion,  and  looked  very 
effective  with  its  embellishments  of  evergreens,  fairy  lamps, 
tapestries,  and  mirrors,  the  entrance  being  prettily  draped 
with  flags.  The  company  numbered  over  150,  and  included 
many  visitors.  The  success  of  the  ball  reflects  great  credit 
upon  the  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Frank  Maitland  is  Hon. 
Secretary. 

A  Western  Smoker. 

The  members  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  of 
London  smoked  amicably  with  their  friends  in  the  West- 
bourne  Restaurant,  on  Wednesday  evening,  January  28.  The 
President  of  the  Association  (Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen)  beamed 
benignantly  behind  his  pipe  on  the  gathered  pharmacists  in 
front  of  him,  and  graced  the  chair  with  geniality  and 
urbanity.  An  excellent  musical  programme  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Henry  Prenton  was  given.  The  artistes 
were  Messrs.  Harry  Stenchcombe  (tenor),  Harold  Sale 
(baritone),  Eeisler  James  (humourist),  and  Frank  Peskett 
(alto  and  pianist).  A_refined  and  high-class  entertainment 
was,  as  usual  at  these  gatherings,  provided, 
v  —  1  , 

A  Drug  Dinner. 

A  capital  dinner  and  smoking-concert  in  connection  with 
Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited)  was  held  on 
January  16  at  the  City  Arms,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.  Mr. 
•Arnold  Baiss  was  in  the  chair,  the  vice-chair  being  occupied 
by  Mr.  John  Lloyd.  The  company  numbered  about  80. 
After  an  excellent  dinner  the  toasts  of  "  The  King "  and 
"The  Visitors"  were  given,  Mr.  W.  C.  Allen  replying  for  the 
latter.  The  musical  programme  was  really  excellent,  most 
of  the  songs  being  encored.  The  evening  was  voted  the 
most  successful  annual  gathering  yet  held,  the  cordial 
relations  existing  between  the  firm  and  the  staff  being  well 
maintained.  The  dinner  stewards  were  Messrs.  H.  E.  Fifield 
and  E.  Wells. 

Light  Fantastic  Midlanders. 

The  dance  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at 
one  time  a  feature  of  the  season's  programme,  but  which  for 
some  reason  was  allowed  to  lapse  four  years  ago,  has  this 
year  been  resuscitated.  It  was  held  on  January  21,  at  the 
Edgbaston  Vestry  Hall,  and  was  attended  by  about  sixty 
members  of  the  Society  and  lady  friends.  The  guests,  as 
they  arrived,  were  received  by  the  President  (Mr.  G.  E. 
Perry),  after  which  they  entered  upon  the  pleasure  of  a 
well-varied  programme  of  dances.  Mr.  F.  W.  Lowther  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  M.C.  At  intervals  during  the  evening 
Miss  Florence  Barlow  entertained  the  gathering  with  songs, 
and  Mr.  A.  Westwood  contributed  piccolo  solos.  The 
proceeds,  after  meeting  expenses,  wee  handed  over  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund.  The  arrangements  for  the 
gathering  were  carried  out  with  complete  success  by  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  Jas.  A.  Radford). 

"Keep  your  Eye  on  Paisley." 

The  fourth  annual  dance  organised  by  the  chemists  of 
Paisley  took  place  on  January  20.  Dancing  was  commenced 
at  8  o'clock,  and  a  halt  was  called  at  10,  when  the  company 
had  supper.  Mr.  H.  Hannah  presided,  and  was  supported 
by,  amongst  others,  Messrs.  Taylor,  Wright,  and  Thomson,  of 
Glasgow.  The  Chairman,  after  supper,  congratulated  the 
members  of  the  committee  on  the  successful  result  of  their 
efforts,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Surgenor,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  them,  which  was  duly  acknowledged  by  the 
Secretary  (Mr.  G.  Hair).  A  similar  compliment  was 
paid  to  the  Chairman,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cowie. 
Dancing  was  resumed  at  11,  and  carried  on  till  3  a.m.  Songs 
were  rendered  during  the  evening  by  Mrs.  Dick  and  Miss 
Shaw.  The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  W.  Reid,  A.  H. 
Paton,  J.  McHoul,  A.  S.  Taylor,  and  G.  Hair.  Mr.  Taylor, 
assisted  by  the  Secretary,  acted  as  M.C. 


Cricketers  Dine. 

The  seventh  annual  dinner  of  "  Davy  Hill's  "  Cricket  Club 
(postponed  from  December  6  on  account  of  the  death  of  the 
late  Mr.  J.  T.  Alderman)  was  held  on  January  17  at  the  London 
Tavern,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C,  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  presiding.  After 
careful  attention  had  been  given  to  an  excellent  dinner,  a 
speech  full  of  wit  and  good  advice  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  Aird 
in  giving  the  toast  of  "  The  Club,"  and  Mr.  S.  R.  Pearce  was 
pleasantly  reminiscent  in  proposing  "The  Firm."  The 
Chairman,  in  replying  to  the  latter  toast,  referred  to  the 
able  manner  in  which  the  club  had  been  captained  by 
Mr.  H.  S.  Collins,  and  urged  the  players  to  greater  efforts  in 
1903.  Prizes  were  given  by  the  Chairman  to  Mr.  C.  Parker 
for  the  highest  batting  average  and  to  Mr.  E.  Sibley  for  the 
best  bowling  average  during  1902.  Mr.  W.  Watson- Will 
told  some  humorous  stories  when  replying  to  "  The  Visitors." 
A  musical  programme  was  exceedingly  well  carried  out  by 
Messrs.  Arnold  E.  Lewis,  W.  Channon,  Fred.  Damer, 
L.  H.  M.  Nelson,  and  others. 

A  Mancunian  "  Conversazione." 
The  conversazione  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Association  held  at  Owens  College,  Manchester,  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  January  28,  was  what  is  colloquially  termed  a 
"  slap-up  affair."  A  glance  at  the  handsome,  well-designed 
programme  easily  accounts  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  large 
assemblage  in  the  Medical  College  of  the  famous  Lancashire 
University.  The  President  (Mr.  Geo.  S.  Woolley)  and  Miss 
Woolley  "received"  from  7  till  7.30  p.m.  From  7.45  to 
8.15  p.m.  Mr.  A.  S.  Kinnell's  excellent  concert-party  warbled 
in  the  Physiology  Lecture-theatre.  Then  for  half  an  hour 
hour  Mr.  W.  Kirby  gave  a  most  interesting  lantern  exhibition 
of  old  Manchester  and  its  pharmacists  in  the  general  lecture- 
theatre.  Another  enjoyable  musical  interlude,  and  then 
Mr.  Kirby  "  obliged  again "  with  a  demonstration  of  tri- 
chromatic photography  and  hand-painted  lantern-slides. 
More  vecal  selections  followed.  In  the  Experimental  Physio- 
logy Laboratory  exhibits  in  physiological  optics  (arranged 
and  lent  by  Professor  W.  Stirling)  were  on  view,  while  there 
were  physical  exhibits  in  the  reading-room  (lent  by  Professor 
Dixon,  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Woolley,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  H.  Blackburn), 
and  microscopical  exhibits  and  demonstrations  in  the  same 
room,  the  demonstrations  being  given  by  Mr.  John  Garnett. 
Mr.  A.  E.  H.  Blackburn  directed  the  a1- ray  demonstrations  in 
the  Physiology  Gas-analysis  room,  and  pharmacological 
demonstrations  of  the  methods  of  determining  the  action  of 
drugs  on  the  heart  and  muscle  were  given  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Laboratory  by  Professor  Wild.  Mr.  James  Grier  had 
charge  of  exhibits  in  materia  medica  and  of  pharmaceutical 
appliances,  and  made  experiments  in  percolation,  re-percola- 
tion, and  distillation.  Besides  this  plethora  of  entertain- 
ment, Mr.  Charles  Taylor's  band  played  instrumental 
selections  during  the  evening,  and  physical  refreshments 
were  to  be  had  for  the  asking. 


Business  (Tbanges. 


It  is  Messrs.  Dietzsch  k.  Co.  who  have  purchased  Mr.  E.  A. 
Holloway's  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E  C,  business. 

Mr.  Percy  Wainwright,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
started  in  business  at  108  Carlton  Street,  Castleford. 

Mr.  D.  Ellis,  chemist  and  druggist,  Church  Drive,  Car- 
rington,  is  about  to  open  a  branch  pharmacy  at  Mansfield 
Road,  Sherwood,  Notts. 

Messrs.  J.  M.  Beckett  &  Co.,  of  Miles  Platting,  Man- 
chester, have  acquired  the  business  at  Grey  Mare  Lane, 
Openshaw,  formerly  carried  on  by  Messrs.  F.  Hampson  &  Co., 
as  logwood,  extract,  and  chemical  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Percy  Bagnall,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Bow 
Street,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  has  acquired  the  prescription- 
books  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  C.  Hirst,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Old  Street,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  which  contain  a  record  of 
fifty  years'  dispensing. 

Mr.  Geo.  Frost,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  retired  from 
the  firm  of  Frost  &  Cope,  pharmaceutical  chemists  and 
aerated-water  manufacturers,  of  the  Market  Place,  Derby. 
The  business  will  in  future  be  continued  alone  by  his  partner, 
Mr.  John  Ambrose  Cope,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
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By  John  W.  Russell,  M.P.S. 


EUPTURE  is  one  of  the  most  common  of  the  numerous 
ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.  It  is  also  one  of  those  which 
from  false  modesty  are  too  frequently  neglected  until  Nature, 
getting  tired  of  warning,  ultimately  asserts  her  rights,  and 
prostrates  the  patient  on  a  bed  of  sickness,  from  which  he 
cannot  rise  until  the  knife  of  the  surgeon  has  undone  the 
havoc  that  years  of  neglect  have  accomplished. 

Few  understand  what  rupture  really  is,  and  little  infor- 
mation can  be  derived  from  treatises  published  by  so-called 
"rupture  specialist*."  There  is  a  good  account  of  it  in 
1;The  Practitioner's  Guide  "and  in  Quain's  Dictionary.  It 
is  essential  that  chemists  and  druggists,  in  whose  hands  the 
truss-trade  is  largely  concentrated,  should  know  how  a 
rupture  is  produced,  what  forms  it  takes,  and  how  the  requi- 
site support  can  be  applied. 

The  wall  of  the  abdomen  is  composed  of  several  layers  of 
muscles,  wmich  support  the  internal  organs,  chiefly  the 
bowels.  Where  these  layers  join  each  other  there  must 
necessarily  be  a  septum  of  other  material  than  flesh,  and  at 
that  particular  place  the  abdominal  wall  is  weakest,  conse- 
quently any  imperfection  in  the  joining  of  the  layers,  or  any 
undue  strain  or  exertion,  may  produce  an  opening  through 
which  a  part  of  the  bowel  will  protrude.  This  is  readily 
recognised  in  the  case  of  infants,  with  whom  the  umbilicus 
is  a  place  where  the  abdominal  muscles  are  imperfectly 
joined,  and  if  the  child  is  allowed  to  cry  excessively,  the 
pressure  of  the  diaphragm  or  midriff  downwards  on  the 
bowels  is  very  great,  so  that  the  abdominal  contents  arc 
pushed  outwards ;  consequently,  a  swelling,  having  the  appear- 
ance of  a  small  tumour,  is  formed.  From  the  birth  of  the  child 
it  is  the  object  of  a  careful  mother  to  give  what  protection 
is  necessary  by  means  of  a  covered  button  placed  in  the 
centre  of  a  bandage,  thus  making  a  rudimentary  truss ; 
nevertheless,  permanent  swelling  of  stretched  umbilical 
muscle  is  frequently  seen,  and  umbilical  hernia  is  not 
uncommon.  Another  weak  spot  is  in  the  groin,  or  inguinal 
region,  and  when  that  is  ruptured  we  find  a  soft  swelling 
protruding  to  which  the  name  of  "  inguinal  hernia  "  is  given. 
This  is  by  far  the  most  common  kind  of  rupture.  We  may 
also  have  the  bowel  coming  down  alongside  the  spermatic 
cord,  into  the  scrotum,  thereby  forming  "  scrotal  hernia." 
This,  although  being  the  largest  hernia,  is  the  least  dangerous. 
Another  kind  is  that  known  as  "  femoral  hernia,"  so-called 
owing  to  its  relation  to  the  femoral  or  thigh  muscles.  This 
takes  an  oblong  shape,  and  is  near  the  crest  of  the  hip-bone. 
We  have,  therefore,  four  kinds  of  hernia,  viz. : — 

1.  Umbilical  hernia,  which  occurs  at  the  umbilicus  or 
navel. 

2.  Inguinal  hernia,  occurring  in  the  inguinal  or  groin 
region. 

3.  Scrotal  hernia,  in  which  the  bowel  has  descended  into 
the  scrotum. 

4.  Femoral  hernia,  in  the  femoral  or  thigh  region. 

Hernia  may  exist  from  birth,  owing  to  the  non-closure  of 
any  of  those  places  in  the  abdominal  wall.  It  is  then  called 
"  congenital  hernia."  Hernia  generally  results,  however,  from 
undue  strain  or  exertion,  such  as  severe  coughing,  sneezing, 
straining  at  stool,  and,  chiefly,  lifting  heavy  weights  or 
excessive  athletic  exercise.  Both  sexes  are  liable  to  the 
infirmity,  men  especially,  the  proportion  of  cases  being  about 
eight  males  to  one  female. 

Umbilical  or  Navel  Hernia.— This  occurs  in  childhood 
and  old  age.  The  ordinary  bandage  or  binder  tends  to 
prevent  this  form  in  children,  but  when  it  does  present 
itself  then  a  suitable  umbilical  belt  must  be  applied.  There 
are  many  kinds,  but  that  with  an  indiarubber  air-pad 
is  the  best  (see  fig.  1,  the  appliance  made  by  the  Good- 
rich Company).  This  must  be  kept  constantly  in  the  proper 
position,  and  if  this  is  done  the  rupture  cures  itself  as  the 
child  grows,  owing  to  the  formation  of  new  tissue.  Umbilical 
hernia  in  the  aged  is  clue  to  the  rupture  of  the  thin  tissue 
round  the  umbilicus,  and  is  relieved  by  means  of  an  abdo- 
minal bandage,  with  umbilical  pad,  constantly  worn. 

Inguinal  Hernia.— When   this    shows  itself  advice 


ought  to  be  immediately  obtained,  as  there  is  danger  "in 
neglecting  the  simplest  rupture.  If  a  patient  with  this  form 
of  rupture  neglects  his  health  and  faecal  matter  becomes 
lodged  in  the  little  knuckle  of  bowel,  accumulation  produces 
irritation,  which  excites  the  muscles  through  which  the 
bowel  protrudes ;  and,  as  all  muscles   contract  on  being 


Fig.  1.  Fig.  2. 


excited,  these  follow  the  same  law,  and  in  consequence 
constrict  the  bowel,  and  in  a  few  hours  death  may  take  place 
owing  to  strangulation.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
because  the  rupture  is  small  there  is  no  danger,  as  the  oppo- 
site is  frequently  the  case  and  the  more  necessary  is  it  that  a 
properly  fitting  truss  should  be  worn  constantly.  Opinions  vary 
as  to  the  advisability  of  wearing  a  truss  at  night,  but  it  stands 
to  reason  that  if  the  truss  is  nightly  removed  the  rupture  "is 
liable  to  descend  and  again  enlarge  the  already  weakcncYl 
sides  of  the  abdominal  opening,  thereby  rendering  cure 
unlikely. 


Fig.  3. 


The  form  of  an  inguinal  truss  is  shown  in  fig.  3.  It  is  the 
common  truss.  In  fitting  such  a  truss  one  has  to  know  the 
girth  of  the  patient's  body  from  the  point  of  the  rupture 
round.  The  33-inch  truss  is  the  usual  size  for  the  average 
man.  In  fitting  one  takes  each  end  of  the  spring,  pulls  it 
out,  and  slips  it  round  the  body  ;  release  first  the  pad-end, 
] ilacing  it  gently  on  the  ruptured  part  of  the  abdominal  wall. 
The  strap  should  just  fit  about  midway  on  the  button  of  the 
pad  ;  if  not,  a  larger  or  smaller  truss  must  be  selected.  The 
patient  should  feel  the  truss  quite  comfortable  upon  him  ; 
sometimes  the  spring  is  too  strong  or  too  weak  ;  in  either 
case  the  comfort  of  the  patient  should  be  considered ;  but 
after  a  time  a  strongish  spring  does  not  feel  uncomfortable. 

Scrotal  Hernia  occurs  only  in  males,  the  bowel  descend- 
ing into  the  bag  as  stated,  and  sometimes  the  swelling .  is 
enormous.  Most  men  are  themselves  able  to  replace  the 
rupture,  and  this  must  be  done  before  any  attempt  is  made 
to  fit  a  truss.  The  form  is  shown  in  fig.  4,  and  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  pad  is  almost  triangular  in  shape,  the  point 
being  continued  to  form  a  soft  bandage  terminating  in  a 
strap  which  goes  under  the  scrotum,  and  is  fixed  to  a  buckle 
at  the  side  of  the  truss.  A  scrotal  truss  is  sometimes  worn 
by  men  who  have  merely  an  inguinal  rupture,  and  it  docs  no 
harm — indeed,  frequently  prevents  a  scrotal  rupture  in  those 
who  have  much  exertion. 

Femoral  Hernia  requires  a  truss  of  the  form  shown  in 
fig.  5.    It  is  fitted  in  the  same  manner  as  an  inguinal  truss. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  most  important  part  of  a  truss  is 
the  pad,  the  object  of  which  is  to  press  upon  the  hernial 
opening  and  prevent  the  bowel  from  protruding.  There  arc 
numberless  shapes  of  pads,  some  of  them  injurious.  The 
worst  in  that  respect  is  the  "  knobby ''  or  cone-shaped  pad 
so  frequently  met  with  in  the  chemist's  stock.  Such  pads 
often  do  more  harm  than  good,  especially  when  fitted  to  a 
strong  spring.    Then  the  pressure  slowly  but  surely  forces 
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the  pad  into  the  aperture,  thereby  enlarging  it.  The  best 
pad  is  one  about  half  as  large  again  as  those  sent  out  by 
trirs-'makers  to  the  trade.    It  should  have  a  flat  bearing- 


Fie.  4. 

surface,  which  completely  covers  the  opening  and  gives 
support  to  the  surrounding  tissues. 

A  rupture  should  never  be  allowed  to  come  down,  as  in 


personalities. 


Fig.  5. 

many  instances  a  cure  may  be  effected  (even  in  long- 
standing cases)  under  the  pressure  and  support  of  a  properly 
fitting  truss. 

The  measure  required  for  a  truss  is  the  circumference 
round  the  hips,  bringing  the  tape  to  meet,  and  stating  if  the 
rupture  is  on  the  right,  left,  or  both  sides.  The  fitting  of  a 
double  truss  is  essentially  the  same  in  principle  as  a  single 
one. 

Management  of  Trusses. — If  possible,  a  truss  should 
be  worn  night  and  day.  A  truss  should  never  be  put  on 
when  the  patient  is  standing  upright.  The  patient  should 
lie  down,  the  body  being  as  flat  as  possible,  and  the  legs 
raised.  In  this  position  the  rupture  can  be  reduced  and 
returned  into  the  abdomen,  and  the  truss  properly  adjusted. 
A  truss  should  never  be  taken  off  before  the  patient  has 
retired  to  bed,  and  should  always  be  put  on  again  before 
rising.  A  truss  should  only  be  opened  sufficiently  to  go 
round  the  legs  and  be  gently  drawn  up  into  position.  This 
will  prevent  snapping  or  weakening  of  the  spring.  An  extra 
truss  should  always  be  at  hand  in  case  of  an  accident,  and 
to  allow  of  re-covering  the  pads. 


Amongst  the  exports  from  Hodeida  (a  port  on  the  Bed  Sea) 
during  1901  were  8,824  bags  of  sesame-seeds  (4,410?.),  644  bales  of 
senna  (510?.),  165  bags  of  "  gum  "  (320?.),  1,150  bags  fullers'  earth 
(230?.),  134  bags  almonds  (335?.),  and  656  cases  olive  oil  (328?.). 
The  shipment  of  sesame  is  practically  a  new  business.  One  or 
two  firms  shipped  a  small  quantity  to  Europe  during  1899  and 
1900,  and  found  ready  buyers  ;  consequently  it  was  sent  in  large 
quantities  during  1901,  both  via  Suez  direct  and  via  Aden.  The 
trade  is  likely  to  be  developed  considerably  in  future  years  if  the 
crops  prove  as  plentiful  as  they  have  been  during  1901,  says  the 
British  Consul  at  Jeddah.  Fullers'  earth  is  found  in  various 
parts  of  the  Yemen,  and  is  shipped  in  its  crude  form,  chiefly  by 
means  of  dhows,  to  Aden,  from  which  port  it  is  transhipped  to 
India.  Formerly  vessels  calling  at  Hodeida  used  to  carry  this 
article  as  ballast  to  India. 


Says  "  Dagonet "  a  propos  Mr.  Andrew  Pears's  purchase  of 
Gilbert  White's  house  at  Selborne,  "  so  the  famous  property 
passes  from  Savant  to  Savon." 

Me.  Edward  Evans,  Jun.,  of  Liverpool,  is  to  be 
proposed  for  election  as  Chairman  of  Committee  of  the 
National  Liberal  Federation. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Illingworth  has  started  practice  at  Cherry 
Tree  Avenue,  Dover.  Dr.  lllingworth  passed  the  Minor  in 
1880,  and  was  in  business  in  Pollokshields,  Glasgow,  but  has 
since  graduated  as  M.B  ,  CM.,  at  the  Glasgow  University. 

Me.  A.  L.  Potter,  formerly  of  Messrs.  Sayers,  Allport 
&  Potter,  wholesale  druggists  and  druggists'  sundrymen, 
Sydney,  N.S.W.,  is  now  in  London.  Mr.  Potter  has  retired 
from  the  firm,  and  the  business  is  continued  by  Messrs.  R.  K. 
and  Roland  Allport. 

Mr.  Henry  Peet,  J.P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Liverpool, 
has  been  reappointed  by  his  brother  Magistrates  a  member 
of  the  Visiting  Committee  of  H.M.  Prisons.  Mr.  Peet  has  for 
the  past  eight  years  been  one  of  the  justices  specially 
appointed  to  exercise  within  the  City  of  Liverpool  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  upon  the  judicial 
authority. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  fell  on  the  ice  on  the 
recent  very  slippery  Saturday  evening,  but  we  are  glad  to 
hear  that  he  is  getting  better  of  the  fall.  In  consequence 
of  this  accident,  and  for  other  reasons,  Mr.  Tyrer's  paper  on 
the  spirit-question  will  not  be  communicated  to  the  London 
Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  until  the  March 
meeting. 

A  proposition  is  on  foot  to  commemorate  the  scientific 
eminence  of  Lord  Rayleigh  by  means  of  a  public  portrait. 
The  preliminary  arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of  Sir 
Andrew  Noble,  Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  and  Professor  Arthur 
Schuster,  joint  treasurers,  and  a  preliminary  list  of  sub- 
scribers will  probably  be  in  circulation  by  the  end  of  the 
week.    A  meeting  of  subscribers  will  then  be  called. 

Mr  W.  M.  Llewellyn,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  is 
playing  in  the  Welsh  Rugby  football  team,  was  educated  at 
Brecon  College,  and  played  in  the  cricket  and  football  teams 
of  the  College  for  three  years,  captaining  the  school  fifteen 
in  his  last  year.  Then 
he  went  as  an  apprentice 
to  Mr.  J.  W.  Richards, 
chemist  and  druggist, 
Llwynypia,  and  while 
there  played  football  for 
Llwynypia  as  well  as  for 
Glamorgan  county.  He 
began  to  play  for  Wales 
four  years  ago  when  he 
was  20,  and  has  played 
in  every  match,  except 
against  England  this 
year,  owing  to  an  injury. 
In  his  first  match  for 
Wales  he  scored  four 
tries,  and  in  all  the 
matches  has  scored 
eleven  times.  Mr. 
Llewellyn  was  a  student 
of  the  London  College 
of  Pharmacy.  When  he 
came  to  London  he 
joined  the  London  Welsh 
fifteen,  and  is  still  play- 
ing for  them.  He  has 
also  played  for  Surrey. 

He  holds  prizes  for  running,  the  hurdles,  and  high  and  long 
jumps ;  in  fact,  since  Mr.  Sydney  Plowman  took  the  Pereira 
medal  and  other  "  Square "  things  with  numerous  sports 
prizes,  we  have  not  had  the  occasion  to  give  the  portrait  of 
a  chemist  and  druggist  of  such  athletic  prowess  as  Mr. 
Llewellyn. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Llewellyn. 
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Chemists'  Calenoars, 


In  the  calendar  edited  and  published  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Robinson, 
chemist,  126  Botchergate,  Carlisle,  a  feature  is  made  of  "  own 
preparations,"  which  it  is  stated  are  not  "  factory  made." 
The  advertisements  are  attractive  and  interspersed  -with 
useful  information  on  medical  and  domestic  matters. 

Mr.  F.  Goldby,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Enfield  Town, 
issues  a  neat  card-calendar  which  has  on  the  upper  part  a 
picture  printed  by  the  three-colour  process.  The  painting — 
an  appropriate  one,  representing  a  coloured  doctor  looking  at 
the  tongue  of  a  piccanniny — is  entitled  "A  Serious  Case." 
The  calendar  has  monthly  tear-offs. 

We  renew  our  acquaintance  with  Mr.  S.  Ell,  chemist, 
Dunster,  who  again  sends  us  a  copy  of  his  almanac  and 
diary,  with  his  portrait  on  the  cover.  Mr.  Ell  gives  a  lot  of 
useful  information  in  the  book,  which  he  judiciously  seasons 
with  advertisements  of  his  specialities.  The  Dunster 
marmalade — a  unique  chemist's  side-line — is  still  to  the  fore. 

The  Welshpool  almanac  and  household  guide  for  1903, 
produced  by  Mr.  H.  Payne,  chemist,  16  Broad  Street,  Welsh- 
pool, is  one  of  the  best  local  almanacs  we  have  had  sub- 
mitted to  us.  It  contains  an  interesting  account  of  modern 
Welshpool  and  the  neighbourhood,  with  the  opening  chapters 
of  a  sketch  of  the  origin  and  history  of  the  town  and 
borough.  The  advertising  results  of  circulating  such  an 
almanac  as  this  must  be  considerable. 

The  "Family  Almanac,"  published  by  Mr.  W.  H.Dixon, 
chemist,  East  Grinstead,  improves  each  year.  The  local  in- 
formation— an  attraction  which  causes  people  to  keep  an 
almanac  in  a  handy  place — includes  a  directory.  Mr.  Dixon 
makes  good  use  of  the  advertisement  pages,  and  gives 
prominence  to  surgical  requisites,  spectacles,  and  photo- 
graphic apparatus.  The  illustrations  help  a  customer  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  existence  and  uses  of  medical 
conveniences. 


THE  CULTIVATION  OF  MEDICAL  PLANTS. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  under  the  new  r&gvme 
produces  some  curiously  out-of-the-way  bits  of  information, 
some  time  ago,  in  answer  to  the  request  of  a  correspondent, 
applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  for  an  opinion  on  the  cultivation  of  medical 
plants.  It  is  more  curious  than  encouraging  to  those  wishful 
of  embarking  on  this  industry.  A  few  of  the  plants  in 
question,  such  as  digitalis,  grow  wild  in  the  South  of  Eng- 
land and  in  Central  Europe.  Another  point  against  digitalis 
is  that  it  does  not  flower  till  the  second  year,  and  only  the 
dried  leaves  collected  from  plants  about  to  flower  are  of 
any  use.  Lastly,  the  Germans  have  almost  the  monopoly  of 
the  cultivation  of  this  plant,  owing  to  the  fact  that  with 
them  the  labour  of  collecting  and  drying  is  obtained  more 
cheaply  than  it  is  in  England.  Still,  one  would  think  that 
some  of  the  enterprising  small  holders  might  get  over  the 
difficulty.  Henbane  stands  pretty  much  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  digitalis,  which  flowers  in  the  second  year,  the  first 
year's  leaves  being  almost  valueless.  Belladonna  is  grown 
largely  in  Germany,  and  a  good  yield  is  said  to  be  about 
4  tons  to  the  acre,  and  the  market-price  4/.  10s.  a  ton.  It 
is  said  that  the  cultivation  of  lavender  for  distillation  is 
reported  to  yield  no  profit  on  present  prices,  but  we  should 
like  to  hear  what  the  owners  of  the  lavender-fields  say  in 
regard  to  this.  Of  peppermint  we  are  told  that  it  is  a  re- 
munerative crop,  but  only  the  experienced  person  can  hope 
to  make  it  pay.  No  definite  information  is  given  about 
aconite,  poppy  (for  capsules),  rhubarb,  roses,  camomile,  and 
liquorice;  but  a  hint  is  thrown  out  that  the  demand  for 
home-grown  aconite  may  possibly  increase.  The  tone  of  the 
report,  as  will  be  seen,  is  not  very  sanguine,  but  still  it  is 
not  so  pessimistic  as  to  deter  an  enterprising  small  holder 
from  taking  up  the  cultivation  of  some  at  least  of  these 
plants  where  he  is  favourably  situated  for  securing  a  market. 
—  Country  Life. 


Alum  added  to  blacklead  improves  its  value  as  a  stove-polish. 


at  the  Counter. 


Lady  Customer  :  "  A  box  of  glycerin  apostles,  please." 
(This  happened  at  Whitby). 

At  a  Birmingham  pharmacy  the  following  experience  is 
recorded :  "  Please,  sir,  can  you  tell  me  how  much  proteid 
matter  there  is  in  a  banana '?  Our  teacher  has  asked  each 
scholar  (of  the  local  Board  School)  to  find  out,  and  father 
suggested  that  the  chemist  would  be  sure  to  know  and  give 
the  information — which  he  didn't — so  I  came  to  you." 

"For  Taste  and  Trial." — The  West  Coast  of  Africa  is 
prolific  in  talented  letter-writers,  but  we  are  indebted  to 
Messrs.  Allen  k,  Hanburys  (Limited),  of  Plough  Court,  E.C., 
for  one  of  the  most  ingenuous  and  ingenious  "  orders  "  we 
have  seen  for  some  time.  It  comes  from  a  native  gentleman 
whose  caligraphy  is  excellent,  but  whose  English  is  yet  in  a 
transition  stage — between  the  rudimentary  and  the  eloquent. 
We  reproduce  the  letter  : — 

Dear  Gentlemen, — I  with  much  pleasure  and  anxiety  write 
emphatically  about  your  non-poisonous,  non-smelled  nutritious, 
decent  and  ever  delighted  pills  called  "  Saccharine,"  which  I  have 
been  told  or  you  having  been  recommended  by  a  certain  friend  of 
mine  to  have  surely  possessed.  I  .therefore  make  enquiries  about 
to  let  me  know  its  directions  &c.  &c.  I  am  at  present  incapable 
of  remitting  you  order  as  I  never  know  what  •"ill  be  charged  for  a 
bottle ;  hence  I  earnestly  ask  to  send  me  sample  of  this  useful 
"  Saccharine  "  for  a  view  and  taste  and  trial.  I  was  very  surprised 
when  I  was  told  by  a  certain  friend  of  mine  that  they  use  to 
drink  tea  with  ;  h  jw  glad  was  I  ?  how  delightful  was  I  ?  Should 
you  pay  attention  to  this  I  will  hold  straight  with  you  in  this 
aifairs.  Thanks  for  anticipation, 


It  is  evident  that  " Allenburys'"  saccharin  tablets  are  thus 
grandiloquently  indicated.  A  bottle  was  sent  free,  and  the 
West  African  scribe  will  now  be  more  "  delightful "  than 
ever. 

Chateaux  en  Espagne.  —  The  black  man  and  his 
samples  is  getting  a  rival — a  gentleman  in  Spain,  of  whom 
Mr.  Labouchere  has  had  something  to  say,  and  who  has  a 
treasure  or  something  equally  mysterious  and  valuable  to 
share  with  you.  He  has  worked  round  to  the  drug-trade, 
and  has  begun  with  Mr.  Newbery,  27  Charterhouse  Square, 
E  C  ,  who  on  Monday  received  the  following  epis'le  : — 
Sib,  Madrid  22-1-903 

A  very  important  business  makes  me  to  address  you  by 
references,  and  unknowing  if  this  letter  will  reach  your  hands,  I 
will  say  only  enough  for  you  may  know  the  kind  of  business. 

At  a  station  of  a  french  railway  I  have  trunk  with  900,000f. 
(36,000/.)  and  its  ticket  or  warrant  besides  a  check  of  1,200?. 
payable  to  bearer,  they  are,  hidden  at  a  secret  drawer  of  a  valise 
seized  by  Court. 

I  offer  you  the  third  part  of  those  sums  if  you  come  here  to 
rise  the  seize  of  valise. 

I  cannot  receive  your  answer  at  prison,  where  I  am,  so,  it  must 
be  sent  to  my  son  by  a  telegram  thus — Alvarez  Canot  4  2°  Madrid 
Spain. 

Waiting  anxiously  your  answer  I  don't  sign  but 

Please  answer  by  telegram  not  by  letter,  and  by  caution  please 
sign  with  this  name — "  Allopart." 

We  do  our  part  by  giving  Mr.  R.  extensive  publicity  through 
our  Winter  Number. 

In  South  Africa. — Mr.  A.  K.  Tough,  of  Ladysmitb, 
recently  had  the  following  note  sent  him  by  an  Indian : — 

Deab  Sib,— While  I  have  any  food.  Don't  taking  myself 
hungry  because  I  have  got  inside  the  Bally  sick  I  want  madesiqn 
to  have  food.  Obliged. 

We  have  known  others  than  Indians  who  have  felt  "  bally 
sick";  but  the  gentleman  who  sent  the  following  request  to 
Mr.  N.  Coaker,  of  Ladybrand,  O.R.C.,  evidently  had  a  different 
kind  of  "  sickness  "  : — 

Dockter  please  halp  me  on  homisia  or  senk  oint  man  i  am  very 
sick  must  not  ask  so  dear  for  i  am  poor. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  of  Mafeking,  sends  four  items,  all  fairly 
original :  "  One  puttie  of  sause  prallia,"  "  Lefen  sens " 
(Leven's  essence),  "  ep  saut,"  and  "  Karaietar." 
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Art,  Introduction  bo  Chemistry.  By  D.  S.  Macnair,  Ph.D., 
B.Sc.    7§  x  Of.    Pp.  ix  +  187.    2s.    George  Bell  &  Sons. 

As  a  laboratory  course  for  beginners  in  chemistry  this 
book  has  much  to  recommend  it.  The  experimental  work  is 
arranged  in  a  progressive  manner,  so  that  the  student 
acquires  in  the  easiest  way  possible  an  understanding  of 
some  of  the  more  important  principles  of  chemistry.  We 
like  the  interesting  style  in  which  the  book  is  written ;  it 
has  the  practical  ring  about  it  that  pharmaceutical  students 
appreciate  so  much  in  "  Attfield,"  and  the  employment  of 
metric  weights  and  measures  throughout  gives  it  an  advan- 
tage over  older  text-books,  and,  what  is  of  great  importance, 
familiarises  the  student  generation  with  a  system  which  is 
in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  compulsory  in  this  country.  The 
book  is  nicely  illustrated,  and  the  chemicals  used  in  the 
experiments  are  of  the  simplest  character — in  fact,  chemistry 
is  treated  as  an  everyday  science,  not  as  one  relating  to  a 
lot  of  out-of-the-way  chemicals,  as  is  often  the  case. 

Chimie  des  parfums  ct  fabrication  des  essences,  odeurs, 
bouquets  ct  eaux  composces,  emulsions,  pates,  teintures, 
porrvmades,  dentifrices,  poudres,  etc.    Par  S.  Piesse. 
7JJ  x  4|.    Pp.  viii  +  380.    4f.    J.  B.  Bailliere  et  fils, 
19  rue  Hautefeuille,  Paris. 
Piesse's  book  on  perfumes  is  a  classic  work,  and  in  the 
edition  before  us  the  subject  has  been  brought  up  to  date  by 
the  inclusion  of  the  chemical  products,  such  as  ionone  and 
terpineol,  which  now  play  an  important  part  in  the  manu- 
facture of  perfumes.    The  first  two  chapters  deal  with  the 
origin  and  extraction  of  perfumes,  illustrations  of  the 
apparatas  employed  being  given.    Then  follow  chapters  on 
the  characters  of  essential  oils  and  the  other  materials  of 
the  perfumer,  with  a  number  of  formulas.    The  last-named 
are  what  most  chemists  will  buy  the  book  for,  and  although 
the   recipes  are  not  new,  many  of  them   differ  from 
English  preparations,  and  offer  many  suggestions  to  those  in 
search  of  novelty.    The  range  of  the  formulas  is  shown  in  the 
title.    The   book  is   the  companion  volume  to  Piesse's 
"  Histoire  des  parfums  et  hygiene  de  la  toilette,"  the  two 
forming  a  complete  library  for  the  perfume-manufacturer. 

The  Business  Encyclopaedia  and  Legal  Adviser  (Vol.  III.  FRA 
to  LIO).  By  W.  S.  M.  Knight,  Barrister-at-law.  7  x  9£. 
Illus.    Pp.  344.    7.-;.  6i.    Caxton  Publishing  Company. 

This  work  improves  as  it  goes  on.  The  present  volume  is 
an  advance  in  several  ways  on  its  predecessors.  The 
"  dictionary "  style  is  less  adhered  to,  and  the  articles  are 
generally  longer  and  more  comprehensive.  The  third 
volume  is  more  of  general  than  of  particular  interest  to  the 
pharmacist,  but  such  sections  as  the  following,  clearly  and 
exhaustively  dealt  with,  appeal  to  and  are  bound  to  afford 
instruction  and  add  to  the  necessary  knowledge  of  every 
pharmacist  who  is  also  a  business  man  :  "  Freight,"  "  Good- 
will," "  Hours  of  work,"  "  Income-tax,"  "  Inland  revenue," 
"International  statistics,"  "Investment,"  "Landlord  and 
tenant,"  and  "  Licences."  The  legal  and  commercial  value 
of  ''Invoices"  is  also  treated  in  an  instructive  manner,  and 
under  "  Leases  "  a  facsimile  form  of  the  lease  of  a  house  is 
supplied.  Mr.  J.  Holt  Schooling's  designs  compare  Britain's 
foreign  food,  the  commerce  of  nations,  the  world's  navies 
and  population.  Among  the  portraits  of  successful  business 
men  appear  those  of  Mr.  Andrew  Pears,  Mr.  George  Cadbury, 
and  Sir  John  Brunner. 

Elementary  Lectures  on  Veterinary  Science  for  Agricultural 
Students,  Farmers,  and  Stockkeepers.  By  Henry  Thomp- 
son, M.R  C.V.S.  Second  edition,  revised  and  re-written- 
Illustrated.  8£  x  51.  Pp.  xix  +  397.  6s.  Bailliere, 
Tindall  &  Cox. 

These  twelve  lectures  were  originally  given  at  County 
Council  centres  of  technical  instruction,  and  although  some- 
what elementary  in  parts,  are  based  upon  a  sound  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  Each  lecture  is  devoted  to  a  special  portion 
of.  the  e cience  — for  instance,  the  seventh  lecture  deals  with 
the  dentition  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  and  dogs,  and 
dental  diseases  ;  the  ninth  lecture  with  the  respiratory  organs  ; 
the  eleventh  lecture  with  the  skin,  its  injuries  and  diseases 


and  so  on.  The  three  appendices  added  to  this  edition  are 
not  the  least  important  parts  of  the  book.  The  first  is  a 
synopsis  of  the  diseases  of  animals  and  their  first-aid  treat- 
ment ;  the  second  contains  notes  as  to  medicines,  with 
formulas  and  doses ;  and  the  third  describes  the  various 
forms  of  manual  aid,  instruments,  and  operations.  The 
formulas  referred  to  are  good,  and,  useless  ingredients  having 
been  eliminated,  good  working  recipes  result.  The  book  is 
well  illustrated,  and  is  a  decidedly  useful  one  to  veterinary 
chemists  as  a  supplemental  volume  to  "  Veterinary  Counter- 
practice." 

An  ABC  System  for  Keeping  the  Accounts  of  a  Retail 
Business.  Arranged  for  one  year's  use  by  J.  McQueen. 
10i  x  8.  Pp.  44.  Is.  Gd.  J.  McQueen  &  Sons,  60  Lower 
Addiscombe  Road,  Croydon. 
It  is  an  admitted  fact  that  many  retail  traders  regard  a 
complete  system  of  bookkeeping  as  rather  a  waste  ot  time, 
and  there  is  something  to  be  said  in  favour  of  that  view 
when  one  considers  the  complexity  of  some  of  the  systems 
and  the  time  involved  in  entering  up  what  are  often  really 
insignificant  amounts.  The  inconvenience  of  not  keeping 
proper  accounts  is  occasionally  very  forcibly  brought  home 
to  the  retailer.  Should  he  unfortunately  seek  the  shelter  of 
the  Bankruptcy  Court,  the  fact  that  no  proper  books  have 
been  kept  means  that  his  discharge  may  be  delayed  for 
some  years.  A  commoner  disadvantage  is  that  felt  when 
the  income-tax  commissioners  raise  a  retailer's  assessment ; 
in  the  absence  of  exact  bookkeeping  it  is  practically  impos- 
sible to  secure  an  abatement,  no  matter  how  outrageous  the 
increased  assessment  may  be.  It  is  on  the  score  mainly  of 
simplicity  that  we  can  recommend  Mr.  McQueen's  system. 
The  account-book  in  question  is  arranged  as  a  cash-book  for 
twelve  months,  which  is  followed  by  the  necessary  abstract 
forms  for  arriving  at  a  balance-sheet.  The  second  part  of 
the  book  is  a  satisfactory  method  of  dealing  with  invoices 
and  credit-notes,  and  shows  in  a  systematic  manner  what  is 
owing  to  wholesale  houses.  Some  fpecimen  pages,  with  a 
year's  transactions  entered,  are  sent  out  with  the  book,  so 
that  even  inexperienced  persons  can  readily  understand  the 
system. 

The  Chemistry  of  Indiarubber,  including  the  Outlines  of  a 
Theory  on  Vulcanisation.  By  Carl  Otto  Weber,  Ph.D. 
Illust.   9£x5J.   Pp.  vii  +  314.   16s.net.   Charles  Griffin 

&  Co. 

The  author,  in  the  preface,  deplores  the  fact  that  the 
indiarubber-industry  is  still  very  largely  developed  on 
empirical  lines,  and  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  industry 
will  in  the  future  belong  to  whatever  country  takes  the  lead 
in  the  scientific  investigation  and  elaboration  of  its  problems. 
The  original  intention  was  to  deal  simply  with  the  methods 
of  analysing  indiarubber,  but  the  scope  has  been  advan- 
tageously widened,  so  that  a  complete  treatise  on  this 
important  substance  has  resulted.  The  chief  headings  of 
the  chapters  which  we  give  show  the  field  covered  by  the 
work :  (1)  Chemistry  of  indiarubber ;  (2)  examination  and 
valuation  of  guttapercha  and  indiarubber ;  (3)  examination 
of  indiarubber-substitutes ;  (4)  inorganic  compounding 
materials;  (5)  vulcanisers  and  sulphur- carriers ;  (6)  india- 
rubber  solvents ;  (7)  colouring-matters ;  (8)  constructive 
components  of  indiarubber  articles  ;  (9)  analysis  of  rubber 
articles.  The  book  answers  many  qnestions  on  indiarubber 
which  correspondents  put  to  us  during  the  year  ;  for  instance, 
the  chapter  on  substitutes  is  an  able  risumi  of  the  subject, 
down  to  velvril,  the  latest  and  perhaps  most  successful  of 
the  many  patented  substances  intended  to  replace  rubber. 
Much  light  is  thrown  on  vulcanising  in  Chapters  IV.  and  V. 
whilst  the  best  solvents  for  rubber  are  discussed  in  the  next 
chapter.  The  best  solvent  is  coal-tar  naphtha,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  masticate  the  rubber  previous  to  treating  it  with 
the  spirit.  The  purpose  for  which  the  dissolved  rubber  is 
required  determines  the  nature  of  the  solvent;  in  making 
tyre-solution  the  naphtha  should  have  a  boiling-point  of  from 
110°  to  140°  C,  but  if  such  a  volatile  spirit  is  employed  in 
making  waterproof-cloth  the  defect  of  curling  would  be 
produced.  The  scheme  propounded  for  the  analysis  of 
rubber  is  a  good  one.  The  manufacture  of  indiarubber 
goods  is  not  dealt  with,  otherwise  the  book  is  the  most  com- 
plete one  on  the  subject  we  are  acquainted  with;  the 
information  is  concise  and  exhaustive. 
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Winter  Session, 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  fifty-fourth  session  was  held  at 
the  Royal  Institution,  Liverpool,  on  Thursday  evening, 
January  22,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  the  new  President, 
Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley. 

Elections. 

Messrs.  J.  C.  Clarke,  Edwin  Dowzard,  F.  W.  Fawcett,  and 
A.  Alderson  Jones  were  elected  members  of  the  Association. 

The  following  were  elected  members  of  the  Council  for  the 
next  three  years :  Messrs.  A.  C.  Abraham,  W.  H.  Clubb, 
H.  O.  Dutton,  J.  T.  Hornblower,  G.  R.  Tharratt,  J.  J.  Smith, 
and  J.  G.  Wallbridge. 

The  Gen'eral  Secretary  (Mr.  Wardleworth)  read 

The  Annual  Report, 

which  showed  very  satisfactory  progress  during  the  year> 
and  was  especially  gratifying  as  to  papers  read. 

The  Treasurer's  report  showed,  unfortunately,  an  adverse 
balance  of  about  12?.,  but  Mr.  Wellings  stated  that  he  had 
hopes  that  this  would  be  adjusted  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  then  read  his 

Presidential  Address, 

in  the  course  of  which  he  said  an  association  of  this  kind 
should  have  a  strong  Trade  Committee  to  deal  with  such 
trade  questions  as  competition  by  other  traders ;  local 
combinations  for  buying  large  quantities  of  goods ;  to 
combat  the  tendency  on  the  part  of  medical  men  to  order 
proprietary  articles,  and  to  fix  on  the  most  suitable  way  of 
doing  this ;  to  settle  if  possible,  locally,  the  problems  of 
patent  medicines,  early  closing,  and  Sunday  trading ;  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  combining  for  the  purpose  of 
debt-collecting,  and  of  publishing  amongst  the  members  the 
names  of  fraudulent  or  long-winded  customers.  As  a  pre- 
liminary to  such  arrangements  it  is  necessary  that  the 
chemists  of  the  district  be  better  organised,  and  he  suggested 
that  a  circular  letter  should  be  sent  to  all  chemists  in  the 
district  to  the  effect  that  the  Association  purposes  to  make 
trade  matters  a  prominent  feature  of  its  work,  and  to  do  this 
it  must  have  extended  support.  He  indicated  generally  the 
nature  of  the  letter  that  might  be  sent,  and  proceeded  to 
speak  about  several  of  the  topics  mentioned.    In  regard  to 

EARLY  CLOSING  AND  SUNDAY  TRADING. 

Mr.  Cowley  said  of  all  the  ills  the  business  of  a  retail 
chemist  suffers  from,  perhaps  the  most  pernicious  is  exces- 
sively long  hours.  It  benumbs  his  faculties  and  blunts  his 
intellect.  Man  is  essentially  a  gregarious  animal,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  become  a  good  business  man  without  freely 
associating  with  other  men  and  forgetting  business  when 
business-hours  are  over.  Certainly  nothing  unfits  one  for 
the  next  day's  work  more  than  the  practice,  so  common 
among  pharmacists,  of  going  from  their  pharmacy  to  bed. 
Sunday  trading,  too,  is  most  demoralising.  Provision  should 
be  made  for  the  supply  of  necessary  medicines ;  but  it  is 
hardly  in  keeping  with  the  dignity  of  one  who  has  any 
claim  to  professional  status  to  place  himself  on  the  level  of 
publicans,  or  the  vendors  of  newspapers,  tobacco,  and  confec- 
tions. Several  who  discourage  it  by  not  opening  their 
pharmacies  appear  not  to  suffer. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES  IN  DISPENSING. 

Has  it  ever  been  suggested  to  fight  the  advertising  medi- 
cine "  boomer  "  with  his  own  weapons,  by  combining  locally 
to  publish  formulae  of  similar  preparations  ?  Both  retailer 
and  wholesaler  would  benefit,  said  Mr.  Cowley — to  say 
nothing  of  the  medical  man  and  the  patient.  He  suggested 
a  similar  method  to  correct  the  effects  of  the  so-called 
patent  medicines.  This  matter  might  with  advantage  be 
taken  up  by  the  P.A.T.A. 

EDUCATION  AND  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  PHARMACIST. 

The  up-to-date  pharmacist  must  be  equipped  with  a  know- 
ledge of  pharmacy  and  chemistry,  and  must  know  a  good 
deal  about  the  subjects  allied  to  his  calling.     A  purely 


academical  training  is,  however,  not  in  itself  a  sufficiency. 
The  capacity  for  judiciously  blending  scientific  knowledge 
with  modern  business-methods  is  necessary  to  secure  success. 
A  common  fault  is  an  absence  of  knowledge  of  bookkeeping. 
The  inadequate  pharmaceutical  training  of  many  who  aspire 
to  academical  honours  is  a  common  cause  of  disaster  in  the 
examination-room  and  in  future  life.  It  is  commonly  stated 
by  employers  that  the  recently  qualified  assistant  is  inclined 
to  value  his  scholastic  training  too  high,  particularly  if  he 
possesses  the  Major  qualification.  The  subjects  the  candi- 
date for  this  examination  has  to  be  familiar  with  have  so 
little  bearing  on  his  future  work  that  his  diploma  is  equiva- 
lent to  as  much  gold  paint  in  that  its  commercial  value  does 
not  correspond  with  its  colour.  Even  in  the  case  of  the  man 
with  the  Minor  qualification,  the  value  of  his  certificate 
appears  to  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  the  legal  obliga- 
tion of  his  employer  to  the  public.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
incontrovertible  that,  given  two  men  of  equal  business- 
capacity,  the  more  highly  educated  one  is  the  better  man. 

Mr.  Cowley  then  discussed  the  relation  of  education  to 
examination,  saying,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  that  we 
can  only  expect  further  protection  when  we  can  satisfy 
others  as  well  as  ourselves  that  we  are  an  educated  body  of 
men;  and  this  must  be  through  instituting  a  radical  change 
in  our  system  of  education  and  examination.  .  .  .  The 
number  of  of  failures  in  our  examination  cries  for  a  reform 
in  our  system  of  education.  Since  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  had  the  power  to  conduct  examinations  and  to 
grant  certificates  of  competence  the  percentage  of  failures 
has  gone  on  increasing.  If  a  large  percentage  of  failures 
occurred  a  few  times,  one  would  be  inclined  to  blame  the 
candidates ;  but  we  have  seen  generations  of  it.  A  business 
man  would  have  bee  a  taught  by  adversity  to  change  his 
method  of  conducting  his  business.  In  every  examination 
the  candidate  is  what  the  examination  makes  him,  and  our 
pharmaceutical  examinations  are  no  exceptions;  in  truth,  the 
candidate  realises  that,  as  an  examination,  it  is  a  poor  affair  : 
the  certificate  is  what  he  wants.  As  at  present  conducted, 
the  theoretical  portion  unduly  preponderates.  Chemistry 
in  its  application  to  pharmacy  is  a  negligible  quantity  in  it. 
The  practical  portion  should  be  largely  extended,  both  in 
chemistry  and  pharmacy,  if  the  examination  is  to  be  of  any 
future  value  to  the  candidate ;  putting  a  few  drugs  together 
in  a  bottle,  making  pills,  suppositories,  and  plasters,  do  not 
include  the  whole  range  of  pharmacy,  though  no  doubt  they 
are  an  important  part  of  it ;  but  even  as  a  test  of  dispensing 
the  examination  is  inadequate,  inasmuch  as  the  time  devoted 
to  it  is  too  limited. 

The  cost  of  the  examination  to  the  candidate  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  its  extent.  The  London  University  gives 
candidates  a  fortnight's  examination  for  half  the  money 
and  does  not  tell  them  they  need  not  present  themselves'  or 
further  examination  when  it  is  half  over.  It  is  an  unques- 
tionable fact  that,  but  for  the  examination-fees,  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  would  soon  be  insolvent,  and  many 
candidates  for  examination  are  by  no  means  slow  in 
expressing  their  views  on  the  subject.  There  is  a  tendency 
on  the  part  of  the  unsuccessful  ones  to  connect  their  want 
of  success  with  it ;  even  though  this  is  a  fallacy,  it  does  not 
conduce  to  the  support  of  the  Society  when  they  do  succeed 
in  qualifying. 

The  pharmacist's  claim  to  special  legislative  protection 
will  have  to  be  based  on  education.  Instead  of  attempting 
to  tinker  up  the  present  Pharmacy  Act,  it  will  be  well  to 
recognise  its  utter  futility  at  once,  and  plump  at  a  cure  that 
will  strike  at  the  root  of  the  trouble.  A  new  Pharmacy  Bill 
should  include  the  following  : — 

(a)  A  compulsory  registration-fee. 

(b)  An  educational  curriculum  extending  over  several  years. 

(c)  A  division  of  the  Minor  examination. 

(rf)  Alteration  of  the  title  "chemist  and  druggist"  to  "phar- 
maceutical chemist." 

(e)  To  give  powers  to  universities  to  examine  and  to  grant  legal 
qualifications  in  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Cowley  commented  on  each  of  these  suggestions,  and, 
speaking  generally,  said  that  if  they  were  carried  into  effect 
pharmacy  would  attain  a  high  level  among  the  learned  pro- 
fessions. The  dental  profession  has  risen -through  attention 
to  the  education  of  its  members  in  a  shorter  time  than  it  has 
taken  the  profession  of  pharmacy  to  fall  to  its  present  con- 
dition through  the  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of 
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the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  education,  but  by  a  reversal 
of  this  policy  there  should  be  a  reversal  of  the  pendulum. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Cowley  spoke  in  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul. 

Discussion. 

Dr.  C.  Symes,  in  proposing  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be 
accorded  to  Mr.  Cowley,  recalled  the  fact  that  many  years 
ago  he  was  a  member  of  a  committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  which  had  to  deal  with  the  question  of  examination, 
and  it  was  then  stated  that  the  number  of  failures  in  that 
day  was  about  50  per  cent.,  and  that  this  called  for  prompt 
action.  Even  at  that  time  a  division  of  the  examination 
was  recommended,  but  to-day  the  percentage  of  failures  is 
much  larger.  If  it  is  not  possible  to  enforce  the  curriculum 
under  the  present  Act,  at  any  rate  the  examination  should  be 
divided,  and  thus  discourage  cram,  which  is  most  pernicious 
in  its  effects.  Cram  would  not  be  altogether  destroyed  by 
dividing  the  examination,  but  division  would  discourage 
superficial  knowledge  of  the  subjects  in  which  the  student 
has  to  pass. 

Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  in  seconding  the  vote  of 
thanks,  said  that  students  who  have  been  well  trained  over 
a  number  of  years  are  in  a  very  much  better  position  than 
those  who  labour  under  the  present  conditions,  but  this 
would  bring  the  pharmacist  to  a  curriculum.  One  feature  in 
the  division  of  the  examination  should  not  be  overlooked — 
namely,  that  when  only  one  or  two  subjects  are  taken  at  a 
time,  the  examiners  look  for  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
subject  than  when  many  are  taken.  This  is  the  case  in  the 
medical  examinations.  He  recommended  two  subjects  at  a 
time  and  getting  a  higher  standard  of  marks  lor  these 
subjects.  The  only  danger  in  division  of  the  examination 
that  he  saw  is  that  the  public  might  get  the  impression 
that  the  man  who  has  passed  half  the  subjects  is  qualified 
by  his  first  examination.  Judging  by  the  results  which 
were  presented  to  him  as  an  examiner,  he  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  general  education  in  this  country  is  not  equal 
to  that  on  the  Continent. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  thought  the  President's  remarks 
regarding  trade  interests  very  valuable,  and  hoped  the  Asso- 
ciation would  take  up  the  proposed  suggestions. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Wardleworth  put  the  proposal  to  the  meeting, 
and  it  was  carried  with  acclamation. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  Ja.nuary  22, 
Mr.  A.  Latreille  presiding.  The  business  was  a  discussion 
on  the 

Administration  of  Poisons  Regulations, 

opened  by  Mr.  H.  Ffoulkes,  who  began  a  thirty-minutes' 
speech  by  submitting  as  a  basis  of  discussion  the  following 
resolution  :— 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  it  is  desirable  that  the 
laws  regulating  the  keeping,  dispensing,  and  selling  of  poisons 
should,  for  the  better  protection  of  the  public  and  of  registered 
chemists,  for  greater  efficiency  and  economy  of  working,  and  for 
the  better  upholding  of  the  dignity  of  pharmacy,  be  administered 
by  a  Government  department. 

He  mentioned  that  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1863, 
enumerates  five  offences,  and  he  dealt  with  the  offences  of 
selling  poisons,  keeping  "  open  shop "  for  that  and  allied 
purposes,  and  failing  to  conform  with  regulations  as  to 
keeping  and  selling  poisons.  Incidentally,  he  explained 
how  penalties  are  recovered  in  England  and  Wales  and  in 
Scotland,  pointing  out  that  only  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
c  in  prosecute  under  Section  15,  and  so  far  as  England  and 
Wales  are  concerned  the  Society  has  been  unable,  in  getting 
a  conviction,  to  get  a  commitment  as  well,  so  that  frequently 
the  penalty  and  costs  are  not  paid.  In  Scotland,  however, 
the  Sheriff,  in  pronouncing  judgment,  may  insert  therein  a 
warrant,  in  the  event  of  such  penalty  or  penalties  and  costs 
not  being  paid,  to  levy  and  recover  the  amount  of  the  same 
by  poinding.  In  that  case  the  defendant  is  protected  by  a 
clause  to  the  effect  that,  in  the  event  of  the  Sheriff  or  Magis- 
trate dismissing  the  action,  he  may  find  the  complainer  (i.e., 
the  Society)  liable  in  expenses,  which  judgment  is  final  and 


conclusive,  and  not  subject  to  any  revision.  Mr.  Ffoulkes 
then  referred  to  the  application  of  penalties,  mentioned  in 
Section  14,  which  the  Treasury  permit  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  retain  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  legal  expenses. 
Reference  was  next  made  to  offences  under  Section  17,  which 
deals  with  regulations  to  be  observed  in  the  sale  of  poisons, 
and  action  in  respect  to  infringement  may  be  taken  by  ihe 
Society,  police,  or  any  common  informer,  before  two  justices 
in  England  or  the  Sheriff  in  Scotland.  An  offender  is 
liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  51.  for  the  first  offence, 
and  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  51.  for  the  second  or  any  sub- 
sequent offence.    Such  penalties  do  not  go  to  the  Society. 

Mr.  Ffoulkes  considered  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
has  failed  to  conserve  to  its  members  those  privileges  which 
the  framers  of  the  Act  intended  they  should  enjoy.  He 
considered  it  a  blot  on  the  Society's  escutcheon  that  joint- 
stock  companies,  in  increasing  number,  keep  open  shop,  sell 
poisons,  and  use  Pharmacy  Act  titles.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  right  of  joint-stock  companies  to  keep  open  shop  was 
settled  by  the  case  of  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  the  London 
and  Provincial  Supply  Association  (Limited),  and  summarised 
the  facts  and  processes  in  that  case,  and  said  that  although 
the  position  arrived  at  is  illogical,  it  is  not  more  so  than  is 
the  provision  in  the  widows'  clause  (Section  16).  He- 
also  referred  to  the  Wheeldon  case,  which  decided 
that  the  person  handing  over  the  poison  must  be  qualified 
or  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  a  qualified  person. 
As  the  matter  stands,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  can  only 
hit  at  a  company  for  keeping  unregistered  assistants,  and 
when  they  happen  to  be  fined  the  companies  refuse  to  pay 
the  fines,  and  the  assistants  are  unable.  So  in  effect  the 
Act  is  futile  to  stop  the  practice,  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  mulcted  in  heavy  legal  expenses.  Thus  the 
balance-sheet  for  1901  showed  law-costs  amounting  to- 
1,452^.  9s.  3d.  So  matters  have  come  to  a  deadlock.  It  is  a 
case  of  spinning  a  coin  and  the  Society  loses.  The  position 
has  existed  for  over  twenty  years,  without  remedy.  Out- 
siders say  that  the  Pharmacy  Acts  are  administered  in. 
favour  of  a  class.  It  is  said  that  poisons  are  sold  by 
unregistered  persons  in  shops  of  registered  chemists,  and 
that  branch-shops  are  left  in  charge  of  unregistered 
assistants  both  by  limited  companies  and  registered 
chemists'.  Mr.  Ffoulkes  thought  that  as  the  General 
Medical  Council  has  power  to  deal  with  persons  who 
keep  unqualified  medical  assistants,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  might  get  fresh  power  through  the  Privy  Council  to- 
treat  similarly  chemists  who  keep  unqualified  assistants. 
In  any  case  he  considered  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
should  not  be  saddled  with  the  heavy  legal  expenses  it  has 
to  meet  at  present.  Reference  was  next  made  to  the  way 
Section  17  is  broken  by  registered  chemists.  Thus  Fellows's 
syrup  and  Easton's  syrup  contain  poisons  in  Part  1  of  the 
schedule,  therefore  such  sales  should  be  entered  in  th& 
poison-book.  The  police  can  prosecute  in  such  cases,  but  they 
only  do  so  when  there  is  some  glaring  irregularity.  It  is  also- 
stated  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  make  regulations 
without  taking  steps  to  see  that  they  are  properly  carried 
out.  This  is  exactly  the  case  with  the  regulations  passed  in 
1899,  and  Mr.  Ffoulkes  held  that  as  the  Pharmacy  Acts  were 
primarily  intended  for  the  safety  of  the  public,  and  as  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  lose  by  legal  proceedings,  registered 
chemists  should  not  be  saddled  with  the  entire  labour  and 
expense  of  administering  the  Acts.  The  public  is  most 
directly  benefited.  The  licensing  laws  are  enforced  by  the 
police  and  Inland  Revenue  authorities  at  the  instigation 
of  the  Government.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  having 
quite  enough  to  do  with  the  education  and  examination  of 
its  own  body,  the  Government  should  take  over  the  work  of 
enforcing  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  But  the  Privy  Council  seems 
reluctant  to  give  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  greater  powers. 
If  the  Government  placed  the  work  in  the  hands  of  the 
police  or  Inland  Revenue  Department,  the  Privy  Council 
would  see  that  they  had  adequate  powers  and  the  Depart- 
ment would  keep  the  fines.  In  conclusion  Mr.  Ffoulkes  gave 
credit  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  what  it  has  done, 
but  thought  there  is  primA-facie  evidence  ihat  if  the  Govern- 
ment took  over  the  work  it  would  bring  about  (1)  better 
protection  for  the  public,  (2)  better  protection  for  registered 
chemists,  (3)  greater  efficiency  and  economy  of  working,  and 
(4)  the  public  could  not  say  that  the  Acts  are  administered 
by  a  class  in  favour  of  a  class. 
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Discussion. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering,  having  formally  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  Mr.  F.  C.  Goodall  opposed  it.  He  said 
Mr.  Ffoulkes  had  posed  as  the  advocate  of  the  Society  and 
as  the  friend  of  the  people.  In  spite,  however,  of  the  con- 
tentions which  had  been  brought  forward,  he  thought  still 
that  both  the  Society  and  the  public  were  opposed  to  the 
policy  which  had  been  denned.  The  Government  had 
shown,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  that  it  cared  little  for  the 
privileges  of  the  chemist ;  and  the  report  of  the  Poisons 
Committee  would  show  that  the  Government  wished  to 
restrict  these  privileges.  Was  it,  then,  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  a  privileged  section  of  the  community  would  be  better 
taken  care  of  by  the  ratepayers  than  by  a  body  representa- 
tive of  that  section  ?  They  had  been  asked  to  believe  that 
the  Government  would  go  out  of  its  way  and  spend  its 
money  on  upholding  the  dignity  of  a  class  which,  according 
to  common  belief,  made  lXjjja.  profit  in  Is.  What  the 
public  wanted  was  to  buy  cheaply,  and  cheapness  and 
dignity  were  not  compatible.  To  those  who  made  the  laws 
the  protection  of  the  public  was  the  most  important  question 
of  all.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  public  was  rather 
cal.'ous  about  the  danger  of  poisons,  and  it  was  to  be  feared 
that  if  the  ratepayer  were  called  upon  to  pay  for  his  own 
protection,  he  would  ask  whether  he  really  needed  all  this 
protection.  The  cases  in  which  the  police  had  acted  only 
went  to  show  how  unable  they  were  to  discriminate  between 
trivial  offences  of  a  technical  character  and  those  fraught 
with  danger  to  the  public.  The  emerald-green  case  exempli- 
fied this.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  been  accused  of 
not  conserving  to  its  members  the  privileges  the  framers  of 
the  Act  intended  them  to  enjoy,  but  whose  fault  was  that  ? 
The  Act  had  been  carried  out  to  the  letter :  the  framers  were 
at  fault,  and  not  the  Society.  Other  points  in  Mr.  Ffoulkes's 
remarks  were  criticised,  and  Mr.  Goodall  concluded  by 
saying  that  the  Incorporated  Law  Society,  the  General 
Medical  Council,  and  the  Koyal  College  of  Veterinary 
Surgeons  instituted  proceedings  under  various  Acts.  If 
these  bodies  could  do  their  work  efficiently,  was  it  not  a  slur 
on  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  suggest  that  it  could  not 
properly  supervise  the  administration  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  1 

The  President  said  he  was  pleased  that  Mr.  Ffoulkes  had 
touched  on  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  penalties,  because  it 
was  sometimes  argued  that  if  the  right  of  prosecuting  were 
taken  away  from  the  Society  it  would  lose  the  fines.  On 
the  contrary,  it  would  relieve  the  Society  of  a  heavy  financial 
burden,  but,  in  supporting  the  resolution,  he  was  not 
influenced  by  any  pecuniary  advantages  which  would  accrue, 
but  by  the  advantage  it  would  be  from  a  public  safety  point 
of  view.  He  agreed  that  the  Society  was  handicapped  by 
the  present  system  of  carrying  out  the  Acts,  and  that  change 
was  desirable. 

Mr.  Watkins,  referring  to  the  Society's  legal  costs,  said 
there  was  no  indication  that  these  costs  were  entirely  due  to 
prosecutions.  They  must  remember  that  the  dispensing,  and 
not  the  selling,  of  poisons  was  the  chemist's  special  forte, 
and  there  was  also  a  distinction  between  agricultural  and 
medicinal  poisons  ;  the  latter  might  be  sold  more  generally, 
consistently  with  the  safety  of  the  public.  It  would  be  a 
good  idea,  he  thought,  to  have  inspectors,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  accidents  arose  generally  through  the  care- 
lessness of  the  public,  and  not  of  the  chemist. 

Mr.  Strother  gave  an  interesting  resume  of  the  events 
which  led  up  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1868. 

Mr.  Lownsbrough  emphatically  condemned  the  resolu- 
tion. No  public  officials,  he  said,  would  support  chemists  in 
their  demand  for  more  stringent  regulations,  and  the  ad- 
ministration by  Government  would  result  in  the  chemist 
sinking  to  the  level  of  a  small  general  dealer.  The  Society 
did  not  prosecute  under  Section  17,  because  it  would  simply 
make  the  law  ridiculous. 

Mr.  William  Adamson,  who  made  a  spirited  speech, 
thought  a  middle  course  desirable.  If  the  Government 
administered  the  Acts,  chemists  would  have  no  power  at  all. 
It  would  require  a  new  Act,  which,  in  itself,  was  a  difficulty. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  not  done  what  they  might, 
and  required  a  lot  of  pushing,  and  they  certainly  wanted 
more  funds.  He  was  impressed  by  the  argument  that  the 
Society  made  regulations  which  they  could  not  carry  out, 
for  he  did  not  think  a  pharmacy  could  be  inspected  with:  ut 


a  warrant.  Soon  after  the  new  regulations  came  into  force 
he  went  to  manage  a  business.  He  asked  his  governor 
where  the  poison-cupboard  was,  as  prescribed  by  the  regu- 
lations. The  reply  was  that  the  Society  could  not  inspect 
the  shop  without  a  warrant,  and  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
put  in  a  poison-cupboard. 

Mr.  Frost  said  the  reluctance  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  take  proceedings  under  Section  17  was  explained 
by  two  cases  which  had  been  heard  that  day.  The  Magis- 
trate fined  one  defendant  20s.  and  2  s.  costs,  and  another 
31.  and  12s.  costs  ;  but  the  probable  cost  to  the  Society  would 
be  20/. 

The  President,  without  calling  on  Mr.  Ffoulkes  to  reply, 
put  the  resolution  to  the  vote,  when  five  were  in  its  favour 
and  ten  against  it. 

Cumberland  and  Westmorland  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  chemists  was  held  in  the  County  Hotel 
Carlisle,  last  week,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  associa- 
tion to  further  the  social,  professional,  and  educational 
interests  of  the  chemists  of  the  district.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  from  all  parts  of  Cumberland  and  Westmorland. 
It  was  decided  to  form  an  association  to  be  called  "  The 
Cumberland  and  Westmorland  Chemists'  Association,"  and 
local  Associations  already  in  existence  will  be  affiliated  with 
it.  Mr.  Halloway,  Carlisle,  was  appointed  first  President ; 
Mr.  A.  Kitchen,  Whitehaven,  Vice-President;  Mr.  Townley, 
Keswick,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  annual  meeting  and 
dinner  will  be  held  a  few  weeks  hence. 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharma= 
ceutical  Association. 

On  January  22  the  opening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held 
at  94  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow.  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  the 
President,  made  a  lengthy  speech  on 

Pharmaceutical  Politics. 

He  began  by  deploring  that  in  the  difficulties  which  beset 
chemists  on  all  sides  not  much  progress  towards  solution  has 
been  made.  If  the  present  ideas  are  not  rapidly  crystallised 
and  acted  upon,  the  position  will  be  a  most  unenviable  one. 

The  primary  intention  of  the  1868  Act  was  to  safeguard 
the  public,  and  to  do  that  it  was  necessary  to  ensure  that 
chemists  and  druggists  should  possess  competent  practical 
knowledge  and  be  registered.  This  was  the  foundation  of 
the  Bill  presented  to  Parliament  in  1868,  which  received  the 
support  of  the  Government  of  that  time.  Further,  the 
Home  Secretary  stated  that  he  was  not  unwilling  to  support 
a  Bill  restricting  the  title  of  chemist  and  druggist  to 
(1)  those  who  were  then  in  business  as  such;  (2)  those  to 
be  examined  in  the  future,  and  certified  as  proficient  by 
proper  examiners  ;  (3)  pharmaceutical  chemists  ;  (4)  medical 
practitioners. 

THE  TITLES  QUESTION. 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  in  1868  it  was  considered  that 
the  title  was  sufficiently  protected,  and  even  now  it  is  con- 
sidered by  many  that  the  same  holds  good.  During  the  last 
six  months  the  titles  question  has  been  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  he  thought  the  best  of  the  argument  is  with  those 
who  say  that  fresh  legislation  is  necessary.  For  a  long  time 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  tried  to  focus  opinion  on  a 
new  or  amended  Pharmacy  Bill,  but  it  will  not  be  so  easy  to 
arrange  a  Bill  now  as  it  would  have  been  twenty  years  ago. 
Too  many  interests  are  involved  ;  enormous  capital  is  laid 
out,  and  the  power  of  the  limited  company  is  so  great  that 
private  tradesmen  have  hardly  a  look  in.  It  is  no  use  saying 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  made  a  mistake  in  not 
remedying  the  fault  of  the  1868  Act  when  the  case  went 
against  them  in  1880.  The  opportunity  was  lo,-t,  and  that  is 
enough.  The  fact  has  now  to  be  faced  that  limited  com- 
panies, being  outside  the  Pharmacy  Act,  Parliament  should 
see  that  our  titles  are  properly  secured  to  us.  Chemists 
must  support  any  well  directed  effort  that  may  be  made  in 
protecting  for  the  individual  that  which  he  has  striven  for, 
and  which,  legally  and  morally,  he  is  entitled  to. 

Mr.  Currie  next  urged  that  every  qualified  man  should 
associate  himself  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
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although  the  Society  may  not  have  done  all  that  it  could  in 
certain  directions,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  no  sense 
can  it  appear  as  a  trade-protection  society.  The  Society's 
functions  are  set  out  in  its  charter  as  beiDg  for  the  advance- 
ment of  chemistry  and  pharmacy  and  promoting  a  uniform 
system  of  education  for  those  who  should  practise  the  same. 
The  Society  cannot  therefore  take  up  the  question  of  trade- 
topics,  but  it  should  take  up  the  question  of  professional 
titles. 

THE  PRELIMINARY. 

Much  has  been  said  during  the  last  year  or  two  regarding 
the  Preliminary  examination  and  the  scarcity  of  apprentices. 

he  old  Preliminary  was  not  a  sufficient  test  of  a  youth's 
capacity  to  enter  the  pharmaceutical  calling,  on  account  of 
the  fact  that  while  the  entrance  examination  was  very  easy 
the  further  preparation  and  examination  were  correspondingly 
difficult.  It  was  never  contemplated,  however,  that  the 
Society  would  give  up  the  conduct  of  the  examinations  and 
resort  to  the  present  ill-advised  method.  The  acceptance  of 
certificates  is  a  most  unsatisfactory  business.  Intending 
candidates  hardly  know  what  is  meant  by  some  of  the 
regulations  governing  the  subject,  and  officials  themselves 
are  sometimes  at  a  loss  to  explain  clearly  what  is  meant. 
Would  it  not  have  been  much  easier  to  have  continued  the 
arrangements  then  in  force,  simply  increasing  the  stringency 
of  the  examination  ?  In  giving  up  the  conduct  of  the 
examination  the  Society  has  thrown  away  a  valuable  asset. 
This  is  shown  by  the  financial  statement  for  the  past  two 
years.  The  comparison  is  as  follows,  and  speaks  for  itself: 
For  1901,  69  registration-fees  as  apprentices,  144Z.  18s.  Id. ; 
in  1900,  2,375  candidates,  4.051Z.  13?. 

FEDERATION. 

The  question  of  the  federation  of  local  pharmaceutical 
associations  was  first  mooted  at  Nottingham  in  1893.  It 
was  considered  that  such  a  body,  if  properly  organised  and 
conducted,  could  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  inasmuch  as  it  might  undertake 
work  which  the  Society  could  not  possibly  have  anything  to 
do  with.  If  the  local  associations  throughout  the  country 
could  be  amalgamated  in  one  body,  simultaneously  discuss- 
ing any  particular  subject,  it  was  felt  that  good  work  could 
be  done.  There  is  going  to  be  a  determined  fight,  and 
chemists  must,  at  all  costs,  endeavour  to  preserve  the  privi- 
lege which  the  1868  Act  has  conferred  upon  them,  small 
though  it  may  be.  To  effect  this  organisation  was  neces- 
sary, and  this  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  Federation  can 
be  of  immense  assistance  to  the  trade.    (Hear,  hear.) 

With  regard  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons,  he  said  that 
the  probability  of  every  little  huckster  in  the  country 
being  granted  a  licence  to  retail  some  of  the  most  dangerous 
articles  on  the  Poisons  Schedule  was  ridiculous,  and  the  idea 
would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  trade.  Should  such  an 
enormity  become  legal,  it  would  upset  the  whole  fabric 
upon  which  pharmacy  had  been  built  up  during  the  past 
fifty  years. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  GiLMOUR,  the  Secretary,  discussing  the  question  of 
titles,  thought  there  were  good  grounds  for  taking  action  in 
Scotland  by  interdict  and  in  England  by  injunction.  In  the 
judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords  referred  to,  it  was  held  that 
a  company  is  outside  the  Act.  That  is  to  say,  the  word 
"  person  "  could  not  apply  to  a  company  in  so  far  as  the 
sale  of  scheduled  poisons  by  qualified  persons  is  concerned. 
There  never  has  been  a  clear  definition  of  the  word  "  person  " 
in  reference  to  the  title.  What  weighed  with  the  Judges  in 
that  particular  case  was  the  consideration  of  the  safety  of 
the  public.  They  held  that  the  safety  of  the  public  was 
sufficiently  ensured  by  the  fact  that  the  seller  was  a 
qualified  person.  If  an  action  of  interdict  were  brought 
before  the  Courts,  he  (the  speaker)  did  not  think  they  would 
be  satisfied  that  the  safety  of  the  public  is  sufficiently  safe- 
guarded by  the  ownership  beirjg  in  possession  of  a  set  of 
unqualified  persons.  Such  an  action  would,  he  thought, 
require  to  be  brought  by  some  person  who^e  interests  were 
prejudicially  affected  by  the  company  usurping  the  title. 
He  had  been  discussing  the  matter  with  Mr.  Hill,  of  Edin- 
burgh, that  morning,  and  that  gentleman's  view  was  that 
action  could  not  be  taken  unless  the  person  seeking  the 


interdict  was  being  prejudicially  affected.  Some  people 
said,  "  If  you  take  action  and  fail  you  will  be  in  a  worse 
position  than  before,  because  the  limited  companies,  who 
proceed  at  present  very  cautiously,  would  then  be  emboldened 
to  go  much  further."  His  reply  to  that  objection  was  that 
companies  have  already  gone  as  far  as  they  can.  However, 
if  an  action  is  taken  to  the  House  of  Lords  chemists  must 
organise  or  get  the  assistance  of  the  Federation.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  will  not  take  it  up,  his  feeling  being 
that  the  Society  is  trying  to  burke  the  question.  If  the 
House  of  Lords  decided  that  a  limited  liability  company 
has  the  right  to  use  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist,"  then 
the  would  know  exactly  where  they  were,  and  could  demand 
fresh  legislation. 

Mr.  Maben  said  they  might  proceed  by  way  of  interdict, 
but  after  reading  a  recent  case  he  did  not  think  there  was 
much  hope  of  their  getting  a  favourable  decision  in  Scotland. 
It  is  possible  the  lawyers  might  be  able  to  find  a  loophole 
which  would  enable  them  to  argue  the  case  afresh,  but  in 
view  of  the  decision  already  given  he  was  afraid  the  chances 
are  against  them.  Keferring  to  the  Preliminary  examination 
he  said  there  was  a  very  big  rush  of  candidates  within  the  last 
year  to  get  in  under  the  old  examination,  but  Mr.  Currie  was 
quite  right  in  putting  down  the  annual  loss  at  1,500Z.  or 
2,000/.  One  great  objection  to  accepting  certificates  from 
outside  bodies  is  that  when  they  discovered  the  examinations 
choking  off  their  candidates  they  could  not  go  to  the 
educational  authorities  and  say,  "  You  must  modify  your 
examination  because  there  is  no  hope  of  our  carrying  on  our 
business  unless  you  do  so."  If  the  Society  had  carried  on  its 
own  examinations  and  found  it  had  unconsciously  fixed 
the  standard  too  high  for  some  things,  it  would  have  been 
the  simplest  thing  in  the  world  to  reduce  that  standard,  or 
give  higher  marks  in  particular  subjects  in  order  that 
candidates  might  not  be  wholly  discouraged  in  their 
attempts  to  get  through  the  examination.  The  scarcity  of 
apprentices  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  one  reflects 
that  last  year,  out  of  a  population  of  one  million  people  in 
Glasgow,  Govan,  and  Partick  combined,  less  than  thirty-six 
of  the  boys  who  left  school  between  the  ages  of  15  and  17 
had  certificates  that  would  be  accepted  by  the  Society.  No 
more  than  three  dozen  out  of  a  million  of  a  population  are 
fitted  to  go  into  a  chemist's  shop.  The  statistics  can  be 
relied  upon,  having  been  supplied  by  the  School  Board.  Of 
the  apprentices  who  started  business  in  Glasgow  last  year 
not  one  was  registered  as  a  student  as  far  as  he  could  find 
out,  or  had  a  certificate  which  would  entitle  him  to  register. 

Mr.  MoiR  said  if  they  were  defeated  in  the  courts  over 
the  titles  question  they  would  have  a  better  case  to  go  to 
Parliament  with.  As  to  the  Preliminary  examination, 
when  in  Edinburgh  the  question  was  raised  by  the  Executive 
he  strongly  opposed  the  stiffening  of  the  examination,  but 
received  the  support  of  only  one  of  the  members.  Chemists 
are  going  to  have  a  very  stiff  fight  over  the  poisons  question. 
The  agricultural  interest  is  very  strong  in  the  country,  and 
agricultural  representations  would  be  considered  before  those 
of  the  chemist  and  druggist.  If  chemists  were  defeated, 
they  might  as  well  throw  up  the  Pharmacy  Act  altogether, 
although  there  is  a  vested  interest  which  would  require  to 
be  considered. 

At  this  stage,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  it  was 
agreed  to  adjourn  the  discussion  for  a  month. 


Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association. 

The  Association  met  in  the  Shepherds  Halls,  25  Bath 
Street,  on  Wednesday  evening,  January  21,  the  President 
(Mr.  W.  W.  Mollison)  in  the  chair.  A  number  of  problems 
in  dispensing  were  submitted,  and  a  very  interesting  and 
lively  discussion  was  taken  part  in  by  the  Chairman, 
Messrs.  Barrie,  Orr,  Ross,  R.  Wilson,  Cuthbert, 
Dugnan,  &c.  A  paper  on  "Dispensing,"  by  Mr.  J.  P. 
Gilmour,  was  to  have  been  read,  but  through  a  misunder- 
standing it  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  meeting.  It  is 
given  in  this  issue  of  the  C.  4'  D. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  January  23,  at 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  (Chairman) 
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presiding.  Messrs.  Edward  Steven  (Lawnmarket),  Alex. 
McCutcheon  (Leven  Street),  Jas.  Duncan  (Nicolson  Street), 
J.  W.  Richardson  (Comiston  Road),  McLennan  (Comiston 
Road),  A.  Gordon  Nicolson  (Hanover  Street),  and  G.  H.  C. 
Roland  (Princes  Street)  were  admitted  to  the  membership  of 
the  Association. 
The  Chairman  delivered  an  address  on 

Competition,  and  how  to  Meet  It. 

He  suggested  that  chemists  might  gain  something  by  a 
careful  consideration  of  the  principles  and  methods  of  their 
opponents.  When  we  take  into  account  the  intention  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  logically,  the  stores,  he  said,  have  no 
standing.  Business  shrewdness  does  not  compensate 
for  the  want  of  pharmaceutical  education,  and  unfortu- 
nately the  latter  too  seldom  includes  the  former. 
He  claimed  for  the  pharmacist  better  consideration  than 
that  he  is  a  mere  distributor,  urging  that  the  qualification 
required  of  the  pharmacist  should  carry  with  it  the  corollary 
that  dispensing  shall  not  be  done  in  places  conducted  by 
those  who  have  no  pharmaceutical  training.  He  spoke  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  efforts 
to  get  fresh  legislation  in  order  to  secure  for  chemists  the 
exclusive  right  to  dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions.  He 
held  that  the  educational  test  has  been  carried  to  a  point 
beyond  which  it  should  not  go  without  trade-protection  for 
those  who  pass.  He  advocated  the  passing  of  a  Bill  for  the 
registration  of  shops  kept  open  for  Pharmacy  Act  purposes, 
saying  that  this  will  do  more  good  than  anything  else. 
Dealing  with  the  methods  of  the  store,  he  said  that  by  the 
device  of  combination  unqualified  persons  have  taken  not  only 
all  that  is  worth  taking  from  the  chemist,  but  have  called 
to  their  aid  all  sorts  of  arts  and  wiles  of  the  modern 
bnsiness-man.  Centralisation  is  a  term  fairly  applicable  to 
their  methods.  Advertising  is  the  chief  means  employed  to 
make  known  their  business.  The  cutting  of  patent  and 
proprietary  articles  serves  in  convincing  the  public  of 
what  they  say  about  the  chemist  being  an  extortioner  and 
very  unjust  person.  Mr.  Glass  proceeded  to  speak  about  pro- 
prietary medicines  and  substitution,  where  our  report  stops. 


Midland  Chemist- Dispensers'  (Public) 
Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Birming- 
ham, on  January  21.  Mr.  T.  W.  Peck  (President)  took  the 
chair.  The  meeting  discussed  and  approved  the  objects, 
constitution,  and  laws  as  submitted  by  the  committee.  The 
broad  principle  of  the  Association  is  to  maintain  the  true 
aspects  of  the  art  and  practice  of  pharmacy.  It  was 
decided  to  have  the  laws  printed  and  circulated  among 
public  chemist-dispensers  in  the  Midlands,  and  the  Council 
would  be  pleased  if  any  of  them  would  communicate  with 
the  President,  Mr.  T.  Whitmore  Peck,  Osborne  House, 
Stechford.    It  is  desired  to  get  into  touch  with  all. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  January  27,  at 
the  Royal  Hotel,  Darley  Street,  Bradford.  The  President 
(Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a 
good  attendance.  Mr.  J.  G.  Brigham,  of  Windhill,  read  a 
paper  on 

Urine- analysis, 
in  which  he  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  practice 
especially  to  retail  chemists,  as  doctors  are  often  glad  of 
the  assistance  of  chemists  in  analysing  their  patients'  urine, 
so  that  every  chemist  should  have  on  hand  the  necessary 
apparatus  and  reagents  for  undertaking  the  work.  Mr. 
Brigham  then  went  thoroughly  into  the  subject,  explaining 
apparatus,  reagents,  and  methods.  A  brief  conversation  fol- 
lowed, and,  on  the  motion  of  Alderman  Dunn,  he  was 
thanked  for  his  excellent  communication. 

Some  correspondence  having  been  reported,  which  had 
passed  between  a  member  of 

The  Association  and  Mr.  Owbridge, 

the  following  resolution  was  passed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Waddington,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mitchell  : — 

That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  write  to  Messrs.  Owbridge, 
informing  them  that  their  letter  to  Messrs.  Silson  had  been  read 


at  this  meeting,  and  expressing  our  regret  that  they  refuse  to  fix 
a  remunerative  retail  price  at  which  their  goods  shall  be  sold,  and 
also  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  the  ordinary  retailer  to 
obtain  a  fair  living  profit  whilst  the  limited  companies  are  per- 
mitted to  advertise  the  articles  at  cost  price  as  an  advertisement, 
and  some  of  whom  almost  invajiably  endeavour  to  substitute  their 
own  preparations  when  the  advertised  article  is  asked  for,  even 
going  to  the  length  of  offering  a  commission  to  their  assistants 
on  the  results  of  such  substitution,  and  would  request  their  careful 
perusal  of  the  article  by  Mr.  Cxarratt  in  this  month's  issue  of  the 
Anti-cutting  Record,  a  copy  of  which  is  to  be  enclosed  with  this 
resolution. 


Halifax  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
January  27,  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  Halifax,  Mr.  Gibson 
Dixon  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Black) 
stated  that  five  had  been  added  to  the  membership  during 
the  year. 

Elections. 

Mr.  P.  Swire  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Association, 
and  immediately  thereafter  was  proposed  for  the  presidency 
by  Mr.  Gibson  Dixon,  who  referred  to  the  esteem  in  which 
Mr.  Swire  is  held  by  his  colleagues.  Mr.  Swire,  however, 
declined  the  honour,  and  it  fell  to  Mr.  Patchett,  who  was  not 
present.  Mr.  F.  C.  Black  was  re-elected  Secretary,  and  Mr. 
Swire  Treasurer. 

The  Financial  Report 

showed  a  balance  on  the  right  side  of  2.1.  16;.  9d.  A  con- 
versation took  place,  introduced  by  a  member,  respecting 

The  Sale  of  Poisons 
by  a  drug-company  in  the  town.    It  was  thought  the  bottles 
were  insufficiently  labelled,  but  the  general  opinion  of  the 
meeting  was  that  the  label  alluded  to  constituted  a  full 
legal  address. 

Other  Business. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Halifax  Tradesmen's  Federation 
asking  the  Chemists'  Association  to  join.  It  was  decided, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  P.  Swire,  to  receive  a  deputation 
from  the  Federation  to  discuss  the  scope  of  its  work. 

The  fact  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Halifax  (Dr. 
Neech)  having  been  appointed  inspector  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  for  the  district,  came  up  for  discussion,  and  it  was 
stated  that  his  position  as  medical  officer  of  health  gave 
him  the  power  to  assume  control  of  the  duties  named.  The 
feeling  of  the  meeting  was  that  so  far  as  the  chemists  and 
druggists  are  concerned  his  control  of  the  borough  analyst's 
duties  is  quite  satisfactory. 

It  was  decided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  R.  Fielding,  to 
thank  the  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles  who  have 
recently  placed  them  on  the  list  of  the  P.A.T.A. 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  arranging  in  the  Trade 
Section  for  various  members  of  the  Association  to  stock 
certain  proprietary  articles,  each  to  take  different  articles 
sold  by  them  all. 


Green  and  Gold  make  a  combination  that  never  tires  the 
eye.  It  has  been  adopted  by  the  new  proprietors  of  the 
Chemist's  Assistant,  who  have  added  Pharmaceutical  Reeieiv 
to  the  title  and  made  the  pages  twice  the  size  they  were 
before.  Our  young  contemporary  has  ideas  of  its  own,  and 
states  them  well—  which  is  by  no  means  a  universal  faculty. 

Drugs  and  Perfumery  in  Mexico. — There  was  a 
decrease  in  the  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into 
Mexico  during  1901,  the  values  amounting  to  508, 18R,  as 
against  525,805/.  in  1900.  The  British  Consul  at  Mexico 
attributes  this  to  the  fact  that  the  principal  dealers  in  that 
city  now  have  their  own  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  the 
"acids  and  drugs"  as  also  a  great  part  of  the  perfumery, 
some  of  it  being  a  very  close  imitation  of  foreign-made 
soap  and  perfumery.  These  soaps  and  perfumeries  are 
covered  by  registered  trade-marks  in  Mexico,  which  prevents 
firms  abroad  who  have  not  registered  the  mark  of  their 
particular  factory  in  accordance  with  the  law  from  taking 
any  steps  for  infringement  This  is  a  fact  which  in  many 
cases  has  been  overlooked  by  foreign  manufacturers. 
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1 TWICE  a  year  the  opportunity  is  given  to  advertisers  in 
-  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  inserting  printed 
announcements  in  the  form  of  circulars  or  price-lists.  The 
present  issue  is  one  of  the  two  occasions  referred  to.  We 
ask  our  readers  to  give  these  insets  their  special  considera- 
tion, and  to  see  that  the  firms  who  support  the  premier 
journal  of  the  drug-trade  have  a  due  share  of  orders.  If 
any  of  the  announcements  do  not  give  sufficient  particulars 
of  the  class  of  goods  required,  a  postal  communication  will 
in  all  cases  ensure  a  courteous  reply.  Our  object  of  bring- 
ing the  pick  of  the  buyers  of  the  drug-trade  in  touch  with 
the  smartest  wholesale  firms  in  the  world  will  then  have 
been  accomplished. 

The  next  occasion  for  inserting  circulars,  &c,  in  the 
C.  $,•  B.  will  be  in  the  Summer  Issue,  to  be  published  on 
July  25,  and  firms  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
opportunity  should  communicate  with  the  Publisher  as 
early  as  possible,  so  that  their  requirements  can  be  booked 
in  good  time. 

We  indicate  in  the  following  paragraphs  the  chief 
characteristics  of  the  insets  which  appear  in  this  number. 
The  alphabetical  arrangement  has  been  adopted  for  the 
sake  of  convenience. 

Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited), 

Bethnal  Green,  London,  devote 
their  inset  to  a  few  leading  lines  of  chemists'  own  pro- 
prietaries. The  half-tone  illustrations  give  a  good  idea  of 
the  articles,  which  are  shown  both  with  and  without  cartons. 
The  choice  is  given  of  several  outers  for  each  preparation,  so 
that  all  tastes  as  to  style  can  be  catered  for.  As  for  the 
preparations,  the  reputation  of  the  makers  ensures  that  only 
the  best  of  their  kind  is  sent  out,  and  the  prices  as  printed  in 
the  inset  show  a  studious  regard  to  the  profits  of  the  retailer 
(Pp.  32-33.) 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited), 

Northwich,  Cheshire,  again 
call  attention  to  the  "  Crescent "  brand  of  sodium  bicarbonate, 
Mineral-water  manufacturers  who  are  about  to  give  out 
contracts  for  whiting  should  pause  a  while  and  consider  the 
advantages  offered  by  bicarbonate.  These  include  smaller 
bulk,  purer  gas,  less  acid,  and  a  more  tractable  by-product. 
The  cost  of  using  the  soda  product  in  place  of  whiting  is 
favourable  to  the  former.    (Pp.  64-65.) 

Cantrell  &  Cochrane, 

Dublin  and  Belfast,  remind  our  readers 
of  the  numerous  gold  and  prize  medals  which  have  been 
awarded,  and  proclaim  the  superiority  of  the  famous  aromatic 
ginger-ale.  A  facsimile  of  the  label  is  given  with  that  of 
Cantrell  &  Cochrane's  lemonade  and  "  Club "  soda.  The 
King  and  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  unfailing  arbiters  of 
good  taste,  regularly  receive  supplies  of  these  products. 
(Pp.  64-65.) 

Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co., 

Brighton,  give  as  an  inset  an  abstract 
from  their  chemists'  price-current  of  pills  and  tablets.  The 
features  emphasised  are  the  styles  of  packing  adopted  and 
the  kinds  of  compressed  tablets  which  are  offered  ready  put 
up  for  sale.  The  chemist  who  cannot  find  one  of  the 
packages  of  Blaud's  pills  to  his  liking  is  indeed  fastidious. 
The  three  dozen  varieties  of  packed  tablets  mentioned 
include  all  the,  most-inquired-for  combinations.  (Pp.  138- 
139.) 


J.  Defries  &  Sons  (Limited), 

146  and  147  Houndsditch,  E.C., 
give  particulars  of  the  Pasteur  (Chamberland)  filter,  which , 
if  universally  used,  would  prevent  the  communication  of 
water-borne  disease.  The  filters  are  made  in  several  patterns, 
adapted  for  the  varying  needs  of  the  house,  factory,  and 
water-supply  system.  Chemists  can  obtain  special  terms 
from  the  makers.    (Pp.  64-65.) 

R.  T.  Dun, 

Glasgow  (London  agents,  J.  L.  Hatrick  &  Co., 
Limited,  70  St.  John's  Street,  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.), 
inserts  a  price-list  of  Dun's  capsules.  It  will  be  seen  that  a 
new  design  of  decorated  tin  boxes  is  to  be  used  in  future  for 
this  much-appreciated  brand  of  capsules.  "  Fixed  profits  to 
retailers "  is  a  heading  which  will  ensure  more  than  a 
passing  glance  at  the  price-list  inserted  between  pages  138 
and  139. 

Durafort  &  Son 

(sole  agent,  E.  Schmolle,  42  Gutter  Lane 
E.C.)  illustrate  the  several  kinds  of  syphon-heads  which 
they  make.  The  new  syphon  with  porcelain  core  is  an 
advance  on  the  kind  where  the  aerated  water  is  allowed  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  metal  head.  We  recommend  a 
study  of  the  sectional  view  given  on  the  second  page  of  the 
inset,  where  it  is  made  quite  clear  that  no  direct  contact 
between  the  contents  of  the  syphon  and  any  metal  part  can 
be  made.  (Pp.  64-65.) 
Elliman,  Sons  &  Co., 

Slough,  set  forth  particulars  of  their 
scheme  of  protected  prices,  which  has  worked  well  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  which  the  firm  have  stuck  to  in  spite 
of  persistent  efforts  by  cutters  to  defeat  it.  Their  beauti- 
fully lithographed  inset  also  bears  an  advance  offer  of 
picture  postcards  of  a  very  attractive  form,  and  subscribers 
to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  thus  secure  a  supply 
if  prompt  application  is  made.  (Pp.  32-33.) 
Wm.  Gardner  &  Sons, 

engineers,  Gloucester,  issue  as  an 
inset  an  abridged  price-list  of  the  patent  "  Rapid "  sifters 
and  mixers  they  make.  It  will  be  a  revelation  to  some  that 
these  useful  machines  are  made  in  such  a  variety  of  patterns. 
Experience  has  shown  that  special  uses  often  necessitate  a 
slight  modification,  which  much  increases  the  working- 
capacity  of  the  machine,  but  otherwise  the  sifters  and 
mixers  are  universal.    (Pp.  170-171.) 

Jn.  Giraud  fils, 

Grasse  and  Paris  (sole  agent,  R.  V.  Wagner, 
34  Gray's  Inn  Road,  Holborn,  W.C.),  take  the  opportunity  of 
sending  out  a  supplement  to  their  recently  issued  catalogue. 
A  facsimile  which  is  given  of  the  letter  in  which  Sir  Henry 
Ponsonby  accepted  on  behalf  of  Queen  Victoria  a  casket  of 
perfumes  when  her  Majesty  was  at  Grasse  is  of  interest. 
Nouvelles  creations  are  next  given  in  made-up  and  bulk 
goods,  and  then  a  card  about  Johann  Anton  Farina's  eau  de 
Cologne,  on  whose  behalf  Mr.  Wagner  controls  the  London 
depot.  Johann  Anton  Farina  was  the  nephew  of  Paul 
Feminis,  the  inventor  of  this  much-favoured  perfume. 
(Pp.  32-33.  Home  copies  only.) 
The  Hardy  Patent  Pick  Company  (Limited), 

Sheffield,  ad- 
vertise in  a  neat  inset  the  "Multiple"  grinder  and  "Devil" 
disintegrator,  which  produce  fine  and  impalpable  powders 
from  almost  any  material.  The  principles  upon  which  the 
"  Devil "  disintegrates  have  been  explained  before,  and  it 
only  needs  to  be  added  that  this  form  of  apparatus  is  indis- 
pensable in  many  grinding-operations  where  drugs  are  con- 
cerned.   (Pp.  64-65.) 
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C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son, 

35  to  42  Charlotte  Street,  E.C.,  enclose 
an  inset  which  takes  the  form  of  a  souvenir  of  the  firm  from 
1832  to  the  present  time.  The  souvenir  gives  a  complete 
history  of  the  firm  from  its  foundation,  and  is  increased  in 
interest  by  a  series  of  excellent  photographs  of  the  several 
departments,  the  members  of  the  firm,  and  the  representa- 
tives in  this  country  and  abroad.  This  artistic  production 
is  inserted  in  colonial  and  foreign  copies  only. 
Lorimer  &  Co.  (Limited) 

supply  us  with  an  extremely  compre- 
hensive illustrated  price-list  of  their  dietetic,  medicinal,  and 
pharmaceutical  manufactures,  which  include  an  infinite 
variety  of  counter- specialities  ready  packed  for  retailing. 
This  should  be  read  with  the  article  on  page  201.  (Inserted 
loose.) 

McKesson  &  Robbins, 

New  York  (London  agents,  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons,  7  to  12  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.),  in  a  pretty 
linen-faced  circular,  note  the  leading  lines  of  McK.  &  K. 
capsuled  pills.  The  list  is  fuller  than  previous  ones,  and 
many  alterations,  favourable  to  customers,  have  been  made 
in  the  prices.  The  pills  are  so  manufactured  that  they  will 
keep  good  in  any  of  the  very  various  climates  in  which  the 
inset  will  circulate.  (Pp.  32-33.) 
C.  Oppell  &  Co., 

10  and  12  Milton  Street,  E.O.,  proclaim  the 
virtues  of  Friedrichshall — the  original  aperient  mineral 
water.  The  trade-mark  of  a  red  circle  is  a  feature  chemists 
are  familiar  with;  it  is  shown  in  situ  on  a  miniature  repro- 
duction of  a  bottle  of  Friedrichshall.  The  opinions  given 
on  the  merits  of  the  water  are  as  varied  as  they  are  deserved. 
(Pp.  64-65.) 

The  Preservaline  Manufacturing  Company, 

41  to  43  Warren 

Street,  New  York,  call  attention  to  Preservaline,  which  is 
adapted  for  keeping  all  kinds  of  food  from  putrefaction.  It 
has  been  in  use  for  twenty-six  years,  and  is  the  article 
which  has  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  the  meat-packing 
industry  of  the  United  States  and  the  butter-trade  of 
Australasia,  Canada,  and  Argentina.  (Pp.  32-33  ) 
Robinson  &  Sons  (Limited), 

Wheat  Bridge  Mills,  Chesterfield, 
and  55  Fann  Street,  E.C.,  show  the  styles  in  which  they 
put  up  surgical  dressings,  and  also  give  an  idea  of  the 
variety  of  cardboard  boxes  they  manufacture.  The  selection 
is  not  intended  to  be  exhaustive,  but  it  shows  that  home- 
made boxes  are  still  inimitable.  For  ladies  the  "  Mene  " 
towels  are  so  cheap  that  the  expense  of  washing  need  no 
longer  be  incurred  :  these  particulars  can  be  seen  by  looking 
behind  the  door  of  the  bathing-machine  depicted  at  the  end 
of  the  inset.  (Pp.  170-171.) 
Shirley  Brothers  (Limited), 

Wbitecross  Works,  London,  S.E., 
introduce  some  new  things  in  infant  soothers  and  feeders. 
Perfection  has  been  reached,  we  are  told,  in  the  "  Nurse 
Margery  "  soothers,  parts  of  which  are  the  subject  of  letters 
patent.  The  "  Evelina "  feeder  is  constructed  on  hygienic 
principles  :  its  advantages  are  duly  set  forth  in  the  inset.  A 
line  of  pastilles  containing  menthol,  menthol  and  eucalyptus, 
or  the  latter  combined  with  liquorice,  is  also  advertised,  and 
a  good  feature  is  that  prices  of  the  various  goods  are 
attached.    (Pp.  64-65.) 

Spratt's  Patent  (Limited), 

2X  and  25  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C., 
have  an  inset  which  attracts  attention  on  account  of  the 
well-known  goods  it  advertises,  and  because  of  the  tasteful 


design — a  shield  in  red  and  white  surrounded  by  sketches  of 
animals  and  birds — on  the  front  page.  Foods,  medicines, 
and  soap  for  the  occupants  of  the  kennel  and  the  aviary  are 
enumerated,  and  attention  is  directed  to  "  Eodnim "  and 
"  Fibo,"  two  foods  for  dogs  in  need  of  a  change  of  diet.  The 
special  lines  in  packed  goods  for  chemists'  sale  include 
various  birdseeds,  the  ingredients  being  chosen  according  to 
the  known  preferences  of  the  particular  bird  catered  for. 
(Pp.  170-171.) 

The  Tasmanian  Eucalyptus  Oil  Company  (Limited), 

133  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.,  in  an  inset  quote  some 
recent  expressions  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  "  Platypus " 
brand  of  eucalyptus  oil.  That  from  Baker  and  Smith's 
splendid  work,  "A  Research  on  Eucalypts,"  represents  a 
fresh  scientific  view  ;  and  an  extract  from  Lady  Hamilton's 
recent  paper  on  "Tasmania"  gives  a  lay  view  equally 
emphatic  in  favour  of  the  same  brand  of  eucalyptus.  The 
"Royal  Brand"  oil  is  also  noted.  The  prices  quoted  for 
these  first-class  brands  are  concrete  examples  of  the  best 
being  the  cheapest.    (Pp.  138-139.) 

Chas.  Tyler  &  England  Brothers  (Limited) 

have  a  four-page 

illustrated  list  of  the  latest  designs  in  photographic  mounts, 
cameras,  and  photographic  sundries.  This  is  voted  the  most 
lucrative  side-line  in  which  chemists  deal.    (Pp.  32-33  ) 

William  R.  Warner  &  Co.'s 

illustrated  price-list  is  devoted 
to  high-class  pharmaceuticals — to  wit,  soluble  coated  pills, 
"  own  name "  preparations,  compressed  tablets,  and  other 
packed  goods,  for  all  of  which  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons, 
Charterhouse  Square,  E.C.,  are  agents.    (Pp.  138-139.) 

Wincycle  Trading  Company  (Limited), 

106   Great  Saffron 

Hill,  E.C.,  devote  an  inset  to  the  "  Excelsior"  hygienic  table 
and  a  book-case  writing-desk.  The  illustrations  show  the 
numerous  uses  to  which  the  table  can  be  put ;  as  an  invalid- 
table  it  appears  to  be  perfection.  The  idea  of  the  "  Excel- 
sior "  book-case  writing-desk  is  to  keep  business-papers  tidy, 
and  many  a  chemist's  back-parlour  would  be  the  better  for 
such  an  article  of  furniture.    (Pp.  170-171.) 

Wright,  Layman  &  Umney  (Limited), 

48  Southwark  Street, 
S.E.,  insert  a  price-list  of  the  various  packed  pharmaceuticals 
for  which  they  have  obtained  an  excellent  reputation.  The 
list  is  splendidly  illustrated,  the  half-tone  blocks  made  from 
photographs  giving  a  more  perfect  idea  of  the  article  repre- 
sented than  could  be  conveyed  by  any  other  process.  The 
long  list  of  pills  and  compressed  tablets  should  be  noted,  an 
important  matter  being  the  offer  to  cornprand  any  kind  of 
tablet  from  private  formulce.  The  announcement  on  the 
back  pages  of  the  cover  in  reference  to  Wright's  coal-tar 
soap  is  also  one  which  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all 
chemists.    (Inserted  loose.) 

Yooll's  Patent  Stopper  Company  (Limited), 

4   York  Place, 

Edinburgh,  in  their  inset  give  six  reasons  why  chemists 
should  stock  Yooll's  patent  stopper  for  feeding-bottles.  The 
stopper  has  a  slot  at  the  side  in  place  of  the  usual  central 
hole,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  inventor  has  hit  on  an 
effective  but  simple  improvement  in  feeding-bottle  stoppers. 
The  illustrations  given  on  the  circular  make  the  advantages 
of  the  stopper  clear.    (Pp.  32-33.) 

New  Remedies  increase  so  rapidly  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  hear 
that  solocol  is,  according  to  Pharmaceutische  Ccntralhalle,  a 
typographical  error  that  has  crept  into  literature.  Solveol  is 
meant ! 


158 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


January  31,  1903 


Business  anfc  ftecbmcal  IRovelttes. 


H.S.M.  Spirit=recovery  Apparatus. 

Competition  has  reduced  industrial  profits  to  the  margins 
produced  by  economies.  This  is  especially  true  of  pharmacy 
as  regards  the  production  of  spirituous  preparations,  and  as 
an  example  of  the  provisions  that  are  necessary  to  effect 
economies  we  may  instance  the  new  still  designed  and 
patented  by  Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  of  Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg 
&  Morgan  (Limited),  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  E.C.  It  is 
well  known  that  tincture-marcs  after  they  leave  the 
hydraulic  press  contain  much  alcohol,  which  cannot  be 
recovered  by  any  practicable  means  other  than  distillation, 
water-displacement  being  more  trouble  than  it  is  worth,  and 
inapplicable  to  proof-spirit  menstrua.  Distillation  by  steam 
has  also  disadvantages.  A  few  years  ago  Mr.  Bird  devised 
a  circular  still  of  wide  area  for  low  depth  of  material  which 
worked  very  well  with  steam-heat,  but  he  found  with  a 
layer  of  material  exceeding  f  inch  in  thickness  evaporation 
is  retarded.  He  has  experimented  with  a  view  to  meeting 
this  difficulty,  and  has  solved  it  in  the  peculiar  but  clever 


Cold  woler  over] lew 


still  which  we  now  illustrate.  The  above  is  a  sketch  of  the 
still  for  large  manufacturers.  The  lower  part  is  a  steam- 
jacketed  tray,  and  the  lid  is  a  cold-water  condenser — 
literally  a  still-head.  The  various  pipes  are  described  as  far 
as  they  need  be.  The  structure  of  the  steam-jacketed  tray 
is  shown  in  the  next  sketch.  The  tray  is  divided  by  trans- 
verse hollow  ridges,  which  are  alternately  fixed  to  either  end 


■Jo flty  Voire 


Hp  /or use 


Waste  Jteom 


of  the  tray.  The  ridges  are  about  \  inch  in  thickness  and 
about  3  inches  deep,  the  space  between  any  two  being  the 
same  as  the  depth.  It  follows  that  when  a  tincture-marc  is 
put  into  the  tray  it  is  grilled  by  steam-heat  on  three  sides,  so 
that  the  force  which  binds  material  and  spirit  together  in 
marc  an  inch  thick,  retarding  evaporation  of  the  spirit,  is  with 
this  still  completely  overcome.  All  that  one  has  to  do  is  to 
put  the  marc  into  the  tray  as  it  comes  from  the  hydraulic 
press,  spread  it  out,  put  on  the  lid,  swivel  the  whole  apparatus 


to  an  angle  of  45°,  and  turn  on  steam  and  cold  water.  The 
distillate  comes  away  in  a  few  minutes.  A  tincture-marc 
after  being  pressed  in  a  powerful  hydraulic  press,  yields  from 
one-fourth  to  one-half  its  weight  of  spirit  equal  in  strength 
to,  or  rather  stronger  than,  the  menstruum  originally 
employed.  The  amount  of  distillate  yielded  depends  entirely 
on  the  nature  of  the  marc — e.g.,  roots  and  barks,  as  cinchona, 
orris,  &c,  yield  less  than  leaves,  such  as  belladonna  and  hyos- 
cyamus.  Thus  86|  lbs.  of  orris-marc  yielded  2  gals.  4  oz.  of 
distillate,  sp.  gr.  0  929  (527  per  cent.),  the  menstruum  being 
56  per  cent,  alcohol ;  and  60  lbs.  of  henbane-marc  (menstruum 
45-per-cent.  alcohol)  gave  in  five  hours  3|  gals,  of  distillate, 
sp.  gr.  0  940  (471  per  cent.).  Mr.  Bird's  original  still  as 
described  to  the  Conference  dried  2  lbs.  of  marc  in  twelve 
hours.  Obviously  the  advantages  are  with  the  new  still, 
which  has  a  capacity  of  about  100  lbs.  of  pressed  marc. 
With  rectified-spirit  tinctures  (e  g.,  ginger)  it  is  often  more 
advantageous  to  omit  pressing  and  distil  the  well-drained 
marc.  The  still  is  really  a  triplex,  because  it  is  also  used 
for  drying  anything,  and,  most  important,  for  evaporating 
fluids.  In  the  latter  case  one  keeps  the  tray  on  the  level 
and  lets  the  liquid  drop  into  the  back  right-hand  corner. 
There  is  a  tap  at  the  front  left-hand  corner,  and  the  zigzag 
journey  which  the  liquid  has  to  make  from  the  back  corner 
is  40  feet.  One  has  only  to  regulate  inlet  or  outlet  to  ensure 
any  degree  of  evaporation,  which  is  done  automatically  and 
most  rapidly.  The  apparatus  which  we  have  described  is 
for  large  manufacturers,  but  there  is  a  model  one  for  re- 
tailers, price  77.  10s.,  which  takes  14  lbs.  of  marc,  and  works 
with  a  water-jacket  and  bunsen-burner.  With  14  lbs.  of 
mixed  pressed  marc  and  filter-papers  saturated  with  tincture 
this  small  size  commenced  to  distil  in  23  minutes  with  the 
following  results : — 


3  hours 
2  hours 
1  hour 


PI.  oz. 
83i 
21" 
7 


Sp.  gr. 
0-859 
0-887 
0-918 


Absolute 
Alcohol. 
Per  cent. 

:  68-4 

*  14-9 
2-9 


Value, 
lis.  4<7. 
2s.  6r7. 
6(7. 


During  the  next  five  hours  the  distillate  was  collected 
every  hour,  and  the  spirit  in  this  distillate  was  worth  lyjd., 
so  that  there  is  nothing  worth  gaining  after  the  first  six 
hours. 

A  Truss=gauge. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Haywood,  of  Nottingham,  has  patented  an 
apparatus  for  measuring  the  circumference  of  the  body  and 
the  amount  of  pressure  required  in  a  truss  to  fit.  Its  form 
is  shown  below.  It  consists  of  (1)  a  flexible  silver-plated 
steel  band  in  separate  parts  sliding  on  each  other ;  (2)  a 
pressure -indicator,  which,  placed  against  the  hernia  opening 
(the  patient  standing),  shows  the  strength  of  spring  required  ; 


and  (3)  callipers  with  gauge  to  take  the  diameter  of  the  body 
from  back  to  front,  so  as  to  regulate  the  pressure  of  the 
spring.    The  apparatus  is  used  as  follows  : — 

I.  Place  the  spring  under  the  body,  and  adjust  to  the  size  by 

the  slide  at  the  back. 

II.  Adjust  the  pads  over  the  opening  by  the  slides  in  front. 
III.  Secure  by  tightening  the  screws,  and  send  to  have  a  truss 

made  to  its  shape. 
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IV.  To  find  the  pressure  required,  place  the  pad  of  the  indi- 
cator against  the  rupture  and  press  it  in,  and  the 
indicator  will  show  the  pressure  required  to  control  it. 
V.  As  the  pressure  of  a  spring  varies  according  to  the  distance 
it  is  extended,  take  the  diameter  of  the  body  with  the 
callipers  from  the  rupture  in  front  to  the  back  of  the 
patient.    The  dial  will  then  show  the  number  of  inches. 

Apparatus  for  Burning  Alcohol. 

IN  our  issue  of  December  6,  1902,  we  printed  an  interesting 
account  of  the  demonstration  of  spirit  appliances  given  at 
Sandringham  and  arranged  by  the  German  Emperor.  These 
appliances  are  now  on  view  at  the  offices  of  Mr.  Jos.  Flach, 
London  agent  for  the  Centrale  fur  Spiritus-Verwerthung  of 
Berlin,  16  Water  Lane,  E.G.  They  include  spirit-lamps  and 
lighting-apparatus  of  the  most  improved  types  for  house- 
hold purposes  and  scientific  use.  The  lamps  for  lighting 
date  from  the  comparatively  recent  discovery  that  alcohol- 
vapour  burns  in  a  lamp  hooded  with  a  mantle  of  the 
Welsbach  type,  producing  an  incandescent  light  of  intense 
power.  In  this  special  field  alcohol  leaves  petroleum  behind 
and  approaches  the  illuminative  power  of  electricity.  In 
construction  the  lamps  consist  substantially  of  a  spirit- 
reservoir,  from  which  a  wick  of  multiple  strands  leads  to  the 
burner,  hooded  with  the  incandescent  mantle  and  shielded 
by  an  Argand  chimney.  The  shaded  lamp  for  everyday  use 
is  typified  by  the  "  Piccolo,"  which  is  made  of  bronze,  with 
white  or  coloured  porcelain  shade.  This  costs  from  9s. 
upwards,  according  to  size  and  design,  and  gives  a  light  of 
25-candle  power.  One  of  the  neatest  of  the  many  new 
devices  is  a  spirit  flat-iron,  handsomely  nickel-plated  and 
polished,  and  provided  with  a  small  reservoir,  which,  being 
filled  with  alcohol  and  lighted,  heats  the  iron  for  two  hours' 
work  at  a  cost  of  less  than  Id.  We  also  saw  about  a 
dozen  varieties  of  curling-iron  heaters  suitable  for  sale  by 
chemists. 

Dr.  Horn's  "Phoscon." 

Tins  is  the  name  of  a  nervine  tonic  manufactured  by  Di* 
0.  E.  Horn,  Boscombe  Park,  Bournemouth.  It  appears  to 
contain  an  iron  salt  as  well  as  free  phosphorus,  the  garlic 
odour  of  the  latter  being  quite  distinct.  "  Phoscon  "  has 
the  characters  of  an  elixir,  is  aromatic  and  pleasant  to  taste, 
and  mixes  freely  with  water.    It  retails  at  1*.  l±d.  and  4s.  6d. 

A  New  Feeder=stopper. 

Mr.  Fred.  R.  Graham-Yooll,  of  Leith,  has  recently  patented 
an  improvement  in  feeding-bottle  stoppers,  which  is  fully 
described  in  an  illustrated  circular  inserted  in  this  number, 
but  to  which  some  reference  deserves  to  be  made  in  this 
section  of  the  paper.  The  improvement  consists  in  making  the 
hole  for  the  indiarubber  tube  at  the  side  of  the  glass  stopper 
instead  of  through  the  centre.  When  the  indiarubber  tube 
is  in  its  place  a  broad  indiarubber  band  is  slipped  over  the 
stopper,  which  thus  acts  as  a  washer  and  keeps  the  tube  in 
its  place.  It  does  more  than  that,  however,  for  by  pulling 
the  tube  partially  under  the  indiarubber  band  it  is  com- 
pressed, and  the  flow  of  milk  regulated;  and  by  bringing 
the  tube  completely  between  the  band  and  the  stopper  the 
flow  is  stopped.  As  either  of  these  changes  can  be  made 
while  the  teat  is  in  the  baby's  mouth,  it  follows  that  no 
soother  is  required,  for,  by  closing  the  tube,  baby  is  sure 
not  to  suck  in  wind.  The  stopper  has  caught  on,  most  of 
the  sundries-houses  having  stocked  it,  and  it  has  only  to  be 
shown  to  be  appreciated. 

The  "Cathay"  Tea. 

There  are  still  some  amongst  us  who  can  recall  the  peculiar 
flavour  and  invigorating  properties  of  the  old-fashioned 
China  black  tea,  which  produced  a  refreshing  cup  that  did 
not  upset  the  digestion.    It  is  difficult  to  get  nowadays,  but 


the  Cathay  Tea  Company  (Limited),  23  Rood  Lane,  E.C.,  has 
been  started  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  it,  and  they  sell 
it  under  the  name  "  Cathay  "  tea.  Doctors  are  taking  it  up, 
because  they  find  that  it  does  not  disturb  the  digestion  so 
much  as  Ceylon  and  Indian  teas,  as  the  content  of  astringent 
matters  is  just  about  half  in  the  "  Cathay  "  tea,  and  the 
caffeine  yield  fully  2|  per  cent.  We  have  seen  quite  a 
number  of  letters  from  medical  men  praising  it  highly.  The 
company  are  selling  the  tea  through  chemists  and  druggists. 
They  supply  it  in  §  lb.  and  1  lb.  packets  to  sell  at  2s.,  2s.  6d., 
and  3s.  per  lb.,  the  net  profit  being  Qd.  to  6d.  per  lb.  Artistic 
pamphlets  are  given  to  agents  for  distribution,  and  doctors 
in  their  districts  get  samples  at  the  company's  expense.  We 
think  there  is  an  opening  for  business  here. 

"  Capilliphor." 

THOSE  of  our  readers  who  have  observed  the  neat  advertise- 
ment of  Capilliphor  (Limited),  17  Cumberland  Street, 
Deansgate,  Manchester,  and  have  not  yet  handled  "  Capilli- 
phor," may  be  interested  to  know  that  this  hair-lotion  is  by 
no  means  a  quack  article.  We  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
observing  that,  besides  acting  as  a  hair-tonic,  "  Capilliphor '» 
is  a  fair  dressing,  and  keeps  Nature's  adornment  in  a  clean 
and  healthy  state.    It  retails  at  3*.  9d.  per  6-oz.  bottle. 

"  Silverdrawn  "  Toothbrushes. 

Messrs.  Bidwbll,  Bidwell  &  Co.,  brush-manufacturers, 
Axminster,  have  recently  introduced  under  the  above  name 
their  counter-sunk  toothbrushes,  in  which  the  wires  used  are 
silver-plated.  By  "  counter-sunk "  is  meant  that  the  holes 
in  which  the  tufts  of  bristle  or  hair  are  inserted  have  the 
sharp  edges  rounded  off,  so  that  the  life  of  the  bristle  is 
greatly  prolonged,  and  that  most  annoying  circumstance, 
breaking  of  bristles  in  the  mouth,  is  avoided.  The  silver- 
plated  wire  is  one  of  those  refinements  which  customers 
appreciate,  and  it  is  but  part  of  well-made  and  well-finished 
brushes.    Some  fifty  different  patterns  can  be  selected  from. 

Protene  Products. 

Protene  is  the  nitrogenous  constituent  of  fresh  milk 
(casein),  rendered  soluble  and  readily  digestible.  It  is  a 
white  powder,  used  per  se  for  addition  to  ordina-y  foods, 
especially  to  carbohydrates,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
their  flesh-forming  powers.  Beside?,  it  is  combined  with 
numerous  dietetic  articles — coc.ia,  chocolate,  biscuits,  and 
jellies — for  immediate  use.  The  Protene  Company  (Limited), 
36  Welbeck  Street,  W.,  have  shown  great  enterprise  in 
meeting  the  requirements  of  different  conditions  of  life  by 
producing  combinations  suitable  for  each. 

Notes. 

Messrs.  De  Beer  Bros.  &  Co.,  28  Minories,  London,  E.C., 
are  the  agents  for  Driessen's  cocoa-powder,  which  is  re- 
markable for  flavour  and  solubility.  It  is  reported  to  be 
easily  assimilable  and  digestible. 

Messrs.  Chilvers-Johnson  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists, 
Hull,  have  acquired  the  sole  rights  and  goodwill  of  Irving's 
specialities,  the  Marigoldine  dairy  and  agricultural  prepara- 
tions, Price's  brush-polish,  and  other  well-known  goods,  of 
which  particulars  are  given  in  our  advertising-pages. 

Mr.  Vincent  Wood,  manufacturer  of  surgical  appliances, 
informs  us  that  his  freehold  factory  at  Chesterfield  Street, 
Carlton,  near  Nottingham,  is  now  open  and  in  full  working- 
order.  We  judge,  from  what  Mr.  Wood  tells  us,  that  it  is  a 
splendid  place,  and  well  equipped  for  the  manufacture  of 
elastic  webs,  hosiery,  and  other  surgical  appliances  of  similar 
nature. 
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fPHE  advertisements  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
J.  Diary  are  this  year  more  numerous  and,  we  think, 
better  on  the  whole  than  they  have  been  before.  In  each 
copy  of  The  Diary  we  enclosed  a  coupon  bearing  six 
questions,  and  a  fair  share  of  these  have  been  returned. 
These  have  been  examined  with  a  view  to  determining  the 
consensus  of  opinion,  and  we  find  that  the  winning  answers 
to  the  questions  are  as  follows : — 

1.  Which  is  the  most  interesting  advertisement  ? 

Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  (pp.  241-272). 

2.  Which  is  the  most  artistic  page  in  The  Diary  ? 

Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited)  (pp.  8  and  9). 

3.  Which  is  the  best  business-producing  advertisement  ? 

Daisy  (Limited)  (pp.  176-179). 

4.  Which  are  the  most  artistic  perfumes  or  toilet  articles  ? 

Crown  Perfumery  Company  (pp.  10-13). 

5.  What  proprietary  preparation  is  most  prescribed  by  your 
local  doctors  ? 

Fellows's  Syrup  (p.  180). 

6.  What  side-line  covered  by  any  advertisement  is  most  profit- 
able to  you  ? 

Photography. 

The  answer  to  the  first  question  is  quite  decisive,  the 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  pages  winning  by  a  large 
majority.  Daisy  (Limited)  come  second ;  then  Allen  & 
Hanburys  (Limited)  (pp.  181-200),  Benger's  Food  (p.  493), 
Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited)  (pp.  8  and  9),  Mawson  & 
Swan  (p.  117),  Spatula  Publishing  Company  (p.  626), 
Standard  Tablet  Company  (pp.  321  and  322),  Stiles  (Limited) 
(pp.  484  and  485),  Berdoe  &  Co.  (p.  87),  Philip  Josephs  & 
Son  (pp.  121-124),  and  many  others. 

•'  The  most  artistic  page  "  is  with  even  greater  decision  con- 
sidered to  be  that  of  Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited),  p.  8 
•  or  p.  9,  the  strongly  contrasting  pages  representative  of 
winter  and  summer.  The  pages  put  in  the  first  six  places 
are  :— 

Stevenson      &     Howell  1  J.  H.  Haywood  (p.  596)  ...  19 

(Limited)    174     Wright,  Layman  &  Um- 

Burroughs  Wellcome  &               ney  (Limited)  (pp.  354 
Co   39  I     and  355)   18 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.             W.  Kemp  &  Son  (pp.  158- 
(Limited)  (pp.  23-24) ...     30  |     160)    14 

Other  favourites  include  Cadbury  Brothers  (p.  499), 
T.  Tyrer  &  Co.  (Limited)  (p.  339),  Mawson  &  Swan,  Pears, 
A.  &  F.  (Limited)  (p.  25),  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  (pp.  18-21), 
A.  Kinross  (p.  79),  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  Marshalls 
(Limited)  (pp.  42  and  43),  &c. 

The  voting  was  more  even  in  reply  to  the  best  business- 
producing  advertisement,  but  Daisy  is  the  winner,  with 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited), 
Philip  Josephs  &  Son,  Standard  Tablet  Company,  Marshalls 
(Limited),  May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  Alliance  Drug  and  Chemical 
Company,  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  Vinolia  (Limited),  and  Christy 
Strong  following  in  close  order. 

The  potentiality  of  the  advertisement  of  the  Crown  Per- 
fumery Company  is  proved  by  their  vote,  which  leads  with 
three  times  the  number  of  votes  given  to  the  next  on  the 
list  of  advertisements,  Vinolia  (pp.  14  and  15).  The  toilet- 
preparations  of  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  find  considerable 
favour,  as  do  those  of  Warrick  Brothers  (pp.  400  and  401), 
Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  J.  M.  Farina  (p.  558),  Potter  & 
Moore  (p.  559),  Van  Oppen,  Ross  &  Co.,  Marshalls  (Limited), 
Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  (Limited)  (pp.  374  and  375),  and 
others. 

The  proprietary  mot  often  prescribed,  according  to  the 
vote,  is  Fellows's  syrup.  Then  come  the  many  preparations 
of  Biv  roughs  Welh'ome  &  Co.  and  Allen  &  Hanburys 
(Limited).  Benger's  food  is  also  extensively  prescribed  by 
doctors,  and  Apollinaiis  waters  (p.  iv).  Other  medical 
favourites  are  Ferris's  Nepenthe  (pp.  382  and  383),  Brand's 
essence  (p.  491),  Plasmon  (p.  495),  Collis  Browne's  chloro- 
dyne  (p.  vi),  vaseline  (p.  385),  Hewlett's  preparations 
(pp.  323-325),  Fletcher's  liquors  (pp.  23,  24,  and  292), 
Oppenheimer's  palatinoids  (p.  173),  Hall's  c  ica-wine  (p.  486), 
Wright's  liquor  carbonis  oetergens,  Fairchild's  p-ptunoids 
(p.  514),  and  Parke,  Davis  &  Oo.'s  preparations  (p.  381). 

The  most  profitable  side-line  is  the  photographic.  Optics, 


aerated  waters,  and  Daisy  powders  come  next,  but  they  are 
far  behind  the  "blick  art."  A  good  many  favour  dentistry, 
and  homceop  ithy  has  its  votaries.  Such  a  variety  of  pur- 
suits as  the  sale  of  surgical-appliances,  amulets,  sponges, 
varnishes,  hot-water  bottles,  soda-fountain  trade,  and  syphon- 
filling  serves  to  accentuate  the  multiplicity  of  interests  com- 
bined with  the  trade  of  the  chemist  and  druggist. 

Awards. 

Five  gentlemen,  named  below,  have  answered  the  six 
questions  as  they  have  been  placed  by  the  votes  : — 

Mr.  Alfred  J.  Barnes,  1  Charlemont  Street,  Dublin. 
Mr.  Wilfred  M.  Mason,  44  Avondale  Road,  Wolver- 
hampton. 

Mr.  Lennox  Tice,  397  High  Street,  Cheltenham. 
Mr.   F.  J.  Vavasour  Guy,  Bank  House,  Uppingham, 
Rutland. 

Mr.  James  Patton,  15  Beechfield  Street,  Mountpottinger, 
Belfast. 

To  each  of  these  we  award  11.  5s.  and  reserve  the  balance 
of  the  eight  guineas  for  the  colonial  and  foreign  cards,  which 
are  judged  by  themselves.  The  adjudication  in  postcard  A 
is  in  progress. 


£rafcomarfcs  applied  jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Damon,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller  -General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  oue  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal"  January  14,  1903.) 

Star  and  setting-sun  device;  for  sponges.  By  the  London 
Sponge  and  Chamois-leather  Company,  St.  Michael's  House, 
Basinghall  Street,  E.C.  249,424. 

Two  labels;  for  Column's  mustard.  By  J.  &  J.  Colmin  (Limited^, 
Carrow  Works,  Norwich.  247,919. 

Design  of  cooking-dish  ;  for  Marmite  food-extract.  By  the  Mar- 
mite  Food  extract  Company  (Limited),  40  Mincing  Lane, 
E.C.  249,997. 

'Tano"  (no  claim  for  "  Tan  ") ;  for  a  hair-lotion.  By  R.  Wylie, 
North  Boundary  Street,  Belfast.  249,409. 

'  Lobelda  " ;  for  perfumery,  &c.  By  D.  Harries,  102  Queen 
Street,  Cardiff,  chemist.  250,699. 

(From  the  "  Tracle-marJcs  Journal,"  January  21,  1903.) 
"  Pretone  "  ;  for  photographic  chemicals.    By  Baker  &  Rouse 
Proprietary  (Limited),  Victoria,  S.A.,  c/o  The  Trade-mark 
Owners'  Mutual  Protection  Association  (Limited),  31  Basing- 
hall Street,  E.C.  249,929. 

"  Rhodia  "  and  "  Rhobine  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  the  Societe. 
Chimique  des  Usines  du  Rhone,  St.  Fons,  c/o  Mewburn, 
Ellis  &  Pryor,  70  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.    250,282  and  250,283. 

"  Vitrivene  "  (no  claim  for  "  Vitri  ") ;  for  photographic  chemical 
preparations.  By  the  Vanguard  Manufacturing  Company, 
40  The  Broadway,  Maidenhead.  250,460. 

"  Beetolia- paste  "  (essential  particular  "Beetolia");  for  a 
vermin-destroyer.  By  W.  A.  Wharram,  49  St.  Paul's  Street, 
Leeds.  250,457. 

"  Menthells  " ;  for  medicated  tablets.  By  Blyton,  Astley  &  Co., 
76  Gordon  Street,  Lower  Broughton,  Manchester.  248,601. 

"  St.  Andrew  "  (with  device) ;  for  chemicals.  By  J.  H.  Hogg. 
6  Nightingale  Park  Crescent,  Battersea,  S.W.  242,033. 

"Lecithol";  for  chemicals.  By  J.  D.  Riedel,  Berlin,  c/o 
Fairfax  &  Wetter,  37  Essex  Street,  Strand,  W.C.  250,032. 

"  Rheujiovoids  "  (essential  particular  ;  no  claim  for  11  Rheumo  ") ; 
for  a  medicine.  By  A.  Ouston,  39  Southgate,  Wakefield. 
250,366. 

"  Prolowbo  " ;  for  a  sale.  By  J.  Wigley,  1  Gladstone  Road, 
Altrincham.  250,403. 


Under  this  heading  in  last  week's  issue  (page  138),  "  Querilline  " 
appears  in  the  name  of  "  H.  Watts."  The  owner  of  the  mark 
is  Mr.  Robert  Watts,  chemist  and  druggist,  Rainham,  Kent. 
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Counter  Counsel. 

By  A  Rank  Retailer. 


IN  these  days  of  intensifying  competitive  stress  it  is  more 
essential  than  ever  that  the  retail  pharmacist  should 
impress  his  individuality  strongly  on  all  sides  of  the  busi- 
ness which  he  conducts.  What  the  astronomer  calls  the 
"  personal  equation "  is  a  controlling  pre-requisite  for  the 
effective  practice  of  officinal  pharmacy.  But  it  has  varying 
degrees  of  development  and  culture,  and  the  chemist  and 
druggist  who  would  now  succeed  in  business  must  diligently 
exercise  constant  personal  initiative  and  organising  power 
even  in  the  smallest  undertakings.  Indeed,  it  is  only  on 
such  lines  that  the  private  trader  can  hope  to  escape  absorp- 
tion by  the  all-devouring  syndicate  ogre. 

It  is  difficult  to  lay  down  a  general  law  of  adaptation  that 
will  cover  every  special  case.  The  leading  saleable  com- 
modities and  the  style  of  business  differ  materially  accord- 
ing to  locality.  Window-dressing,  which  is  a  lucrative 
auxiliary  to  trade  in  one  neighbourhood,  may  even  militate 
against  custom  in  another.  The  same  consideration  applies 
to  advertising  in  general.  Nevertheless,  there  are  certain 
conditions  common  to  all  locations  and  all  modes  of  busi- 
ness. The  traffic  in  counter  specialities  falls  within  this 
category,  and  the  resourceful  operator  adapts  and  improves 
that  department  by  grafting  his  own  distinctive  ideas  and 
devices  on  to  the  common  stock. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  imagine  that  in  the  matter  of  drugs  and 
druggists'  sundries  the  public  always  specifically  demands 
what  it  wants.  It  is  true  that  the  public  feels  a  general 
want  for  a  purgative  or  a  cough-medicine,  but  it  rests  largely 
with  the  makers  and  vendors  of  such  medicinal  preparations 
to  set  the  fashion  as  to  the  particular  purgatives,  &c,  that 
shall  be  used.  There  are  so  many  familiar  examples  of  this 
fact  that  there  is  no  need  to  labour  the  point.  Experience 
shows  that  even  on  the  retail  plane  it  is  feasible  to  educate 
the  public  to  the  use  and  appreciation  of  a  new  commodity, 
or  to  a  fresh  form  of  an  old  one. 

As  it  goes  without  saying  that  it  is  usually  a  substantial 
advantage  for  the  retailer  to  put  up  and  push  his  own 
specialities,  we  are  brought  at  once  to  the  practical  question 
of  ways  and  means.  This  resolves  itself  into  three  cardinal 
points  :  (1)  what  specialities  to  put  up ;  (2)  how  to  put  them 
up  ;  (3)  how  to  push  them. 

What  to  Put  Up. 
The  general  rule  is  that  the  retailer  should  prepare  as 
many  pharmacoposial  and  extra-pharmacopoeial  products  as 
he  possibly  can  at  a  reasonable  profit  and  with  a  due  regard, 
fortified  by  urgent  legal  considerations,  for  legitimate  vested 
interests.  The  peculiar  nature  of  each  business  will,  of 
course,  regulate  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  solution.  As  an 
indication,  however,  of  the  possibilities  in  this  direction 
which  have  already  been  realised  by  some  pharmacists,  but 
are  still  undeveloped  by  the  great  majority  of  retailers,  it 
must  suffice  here  to  name  such  lines  as  perfumes  and  disin- 
fectants, emulsions,  fruit  syrups,  chemical  cleansers,  &c,  for 
household  use,  and  simple  domestic  remedies — e.g.,  teething- 
powders,  headache  and  neuralgia  powders,  cough-mixture, 
embrocation,  &c.  I  now  take  a  few  of  these  as  illustrations 
of  how  this  branch  may  be  worked. 

PERFUMES. 

The  retailer  should  not  attempt  to  prepare  any  of  the 
more  elaborate  perfumes,  the  production  of  these  being  a  fine 
art  which  entails  systematic  study  and  practice  and  the  use 
of  special  plant.  But  he  can  readily  and  profitably  make  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  eau  de  Cologne,  lavender-water,  or 
Florida  water,  from  the  recipes  given  in  "Pharmaceutical 
Formulas."  The  writer  can  vouch  for  the  superiority  of  the 
product  from  the  formula  for  George  IV.  lavender-water 
("Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  182),  and  the  eau  de 
Cologne  prepared  according  to  Formula  II.  (Paris  Exhibition 
prize)  (ibid,  page  183),  after  being  kept  for  about  a  year  in 
the  light,  acquires  an  exquisite  bouquet.  The  cardinal 
conditions  for  the  production  of  a  high-class  perfume  are 
(1)  use  of  a  good  "  silent "  spirit,  (2)  of  the  purest  essential 
oils  or  essences,  with  some  of  the  new  synthetic  fixing-agents 
which  are  superseding  such  old  and  expensive  ones  as  musk, 


ambergris,  and  civet,  and  (3)  maturation  by  the  action  of 
sunlight  or  its  equivalent. 

As  to  packing,  select  shapely  bottles  preferably  with  a 
sprinkler-top,  and  a  dainty,  artistic  label,  bearing  your  own 
name  and  address.  By  wooing  some  line  of  perfume  with  a 
distinctive  local  name,  many  retailers  have  established  a 
large  and  profitable  custom.  As  an  offshoot  from  this  branch, 
it  often  answers  well  to  put  up  a  solution  of  antiseptic  oils, 
&c,  in  S.V.M.,  under  some  such  title  as  "  Household  Sanitary 
Spirit,"  with  directions  for  use  as  a  general  non-poisonous 
disinfectant.  The  following  formula  has  been  tried  with 
success : — - 


Benzoic  acid  

...    1  part 

Thymol   

...    1  part 

Creosote 

...    1  part 

Oil  of  cloves  ... 

...    1  part 

Oil  of  verbena 

...    1  part 

Oil  of  eucalyptus   

...    3  parts 

Oil  of  lavender  (foreign) 

...    3  parts 

Rosemary   

...    3  parts 

Water   

...    50  part3 

S.V.M.  to   

...    200  parts 

Dissolve  the  solids  and  oils  in  the  S.V.M. ,  add  the  water  and 
allow  to  stand  for  some  time  before  bottling.    Filter,  if  necessary.* 

FRUIT-SYRUPS. 

By  the  expenditure  of  a  little  care  and  labour  the  retailer 
can  produce  cheap  and  excellent  syrups  from  the  fresh  fruit. 
Procure  the  fruit  in  its  season,  extract  the  juice  with  the 
tincture-press,  and,  after  straining,  make  into  a  syrup  right 
off,  with  the  proportion  of  thick  syrup.  Preserved 
natural  fruit-juices  rarely  have  the  characteristic  odour  and 
flavour  of  the  recent  product,  and  they  are  retained  to  a 
large  extent  if  the  juice  is  mixed  at  once  with  the  syrup. 
An  exceptionally  fine  lemon-syrup  is  obtained  by  the 
following  process :  Select  large  lemons  with  a  sound  thick 
peel,  remove  the  peel  in  thin  strips,  so  that  little  or  no 
mesocarp  (white)  adheres  to  it,  and  transfer  at  once,  in  the 
proportion  of  4  oz.  to  a  mixture  of  S.V.R.  12  oz.,  with  water 
8  oz.  If  preferred,  add  1  oz.  fresh  Tangerine  orange-peel. 
Macerate  for  four  or  five  days,  then  add  ol.  limonis  1  oz.,  or 
an  equivalent  amount  of  terpeneless  oil,  and  allow  to  stand 
for  another  day,  agitating  frequently.  Decant,  filter, 
transfer  the  marc  to  the  filter- paper,  and  drain.  To  com- 
pound the  syrup  take  of  the  above- 
Tincture  of  lemon    1  oz. 

Citric  acid     ...       ...       ...       ...  f— 1  oz. 

Syrup,  B.P.,  to    20  oz. 

The  syrup  should  be  made  from  cut  loaf-sugar,  and  filtered 
through  a  felt  bag.  The  product  is  a  clear  sparkling  syrup, 
which  keeps  indefinitely,  and  yields  a  delicious  flavour  of 
fresh  lemon.  It  makes  a  most  refreshing  drink  diluted  with 
either  tap  or  gazogene  water,  in  the  proportion  of  one  or  two 
tablespoonfuls  to  the  half-pint.  The  advantage  of  the  thicker 
syrup  is  that  it  gives  greater  body,  so  adding  to  the  bril- 
liancy of  the  bottled  liquor  and  the  sapidity  of  the  beverage. 

For  the  winter  season  a  good  ginger- wine  always  finds  a 
ready  market.  The  retailer  can  put  this  up  either  as  an 
essence  or  as  the  finished  product.  Many  people  prefer  the 
latter,  as  it  saves  them  labour.  I  have  tried  many  recipes, 
and  find  the  following  most  acceptable  to  the  average 
palate : — 

Ginger-rcine  Essence. 


Soluble  essence  of  ginger  ...       ...  3  fl.  oz. 

Soluble  essence  of  cayenne          ...  2  fl.  oz. 

Soluble  essence  of  lemon  ...       ...  1  fl.  oz. 

Tartaric  or  citric  acid        ...       ...  18  oz. 

Burnt  sugar  ...       ...    18  oz. 

Chloroform- water    ...       ...       ...  40  oz. 

Water  to    96  oz. 


To  make  the  wine,  add  4  oz.  of  the  above  to  a  syrup  consisting 
of  4  lbs.  cut  loaf-sugar  and  4  winebottlefuls  (100  oz.)  of  water. 

EMULSIONS. 

Now  that  thoroughly  effective  emulsion-machines  can  be 
had  at  a  reasonable  cost,  the  retailer  can  produce  emulsions 
much  better  than  he  is  able  to  do  with  mortar  and  pestle 
only.  Emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil  with  yolk  of  egg  ("  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas,"  page  481),  put  up  attractively,  isacredit- 

*  We  print  this  formula,  but  it  is  illegal  in  the  United  Kingdom 
to  make  such  preparations  with  metoylated  spirit.  In  many  parts 
to  which  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  circulates,  duty-free  spirit 
may,  however,  be  used. — Editor. 
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able  and  profitable  line.  It  is  elegant  in  appearance,  so 
palatable  that  children  take  it  with  zest,  and  it  "repeats" 
very  little.  It  also  keeps  very  well.  One  important  point 
in  connection  with  egg-emulsions  is  that  the  eggs  should  be 
as  fresh  as  possible.  To  ensure  this,  arrange  for  a  supply  of 
country  eggs  in  the  "  laying  season,"  and  store  them  in 
solution  of  water-glass. 

HOUSEHOLD  REQUISITES  AND  REMEDIES. 

The  retailer  who  wishes  to  cultivate  this  branch  can  get 
up,  with  no  great  exertion,  all  that  it  is  necessary  to  know 
about  glove  and  hat  cleaning,  removal  of  stains,  polishes, 
&c.  His  ability  to  give  advice  and  practical  aid  in  such 
matters,  even  if  not  diiectly  lucrative,  will  enhance  his 
reputation  and  ultimately  his  business. 

The  preparation  and  sale  of  simple  household  remedies  by 
the  chemist  hardly  raises  the  vexed  question  of  counter- 
prescribing.  People  absolutely  refuse  to  go  to  a  doctor  foi 
advice  in  trifling  ailments.  It  is  the  chemist's  duty,  however, 
to  give  the  simplest  and  most  innocuous  remedies  appro- 
priate to  the  case.  Children's  cough-mixtures  should  contain 
nothing  but  harmless  expectorants,  demulcents,  or  sedatives. 
Teething-powders  of  calomel  are  permissible,  if  not  given 
indiscriminately,  and  headache  and  neuralgia  powders  of  anti- 
febrin  or  phenacetin  are  now  so  widely  sold  as  proprietary 
articles  that  it  is  idle  to  protest  against  their  general  use. 
Phenazone,  however,  should  always  be  given  cautiously,  and 
in  most  cases  with  a  few  grains  of  caffeine  put  up  in  a 
separate  paper.  Many  retailers  keep  such  powders  or 
cachets  in  half-dozen  or  dozen  boxes,  and  have  a  steady  sale 
for  them.  I  find  that  a  tablet  containing  calomel,  santonin, 
or  other  medicament,  with  White's  theobroma  tablet-ex- 
cipient,  is  a  popular  line  with  children  above  one  year  old, 
who  regard  the  chocolate-flavoured  tablet  as  a  sweetmeat. 

How  to  Push  Specialities. 

It  is  almost  as  difficult  to  teach  the  art  of  advertising  as 
it  is  to  teach  a  man  how  to  be  a  writer  or  an  actor.  There 
is  an  elusive  element  of  personal  address  and  opportunity  in 
the  case.  For  lack  of  clearer  light  each  one  generally  falls 
back  on  his  own  experience.  Window-displays,  ingeniously 
contrived,  will  sometimes  fetch  the  public.  Distribution  of 
handbills  serves  under  different  conditions.  Tact  and  per- 
suasiveness at  the  counter  probably  counts  most  of  all.  The 
chemist  who  puts  up  his  own  specialities  will,  however,  find 
it  pay  to  attend  to  the  undernoted  points : — 

(1)  Give  your  speciality  a  distinctive  character,  otherwise 
it  will  be  confounded  with  some  similar  stock  article.  The 
distinctive  attribute  may  be  imparted  to  the  preparation 
itself,  or  to  the  form  in  which  it  is  packed.  If  possible,  give 
it  the  double  distinction.  Select  special  bottles,  or  get  them 
made  for  yourself.  Design  your  own  labels,  or  have  them 
made  up  to  your  design.  Do  not  accept  stereotyped  letter- 
press for  the  labels.  Describe  the  virtues  of  each  prepara- 
tion in  your  own  language  with  due  regard  tc1  the  Medicine- 
stamp  Acts.  Do  not  make  preposterous  and  impossible 
claims  for  your  hair-restorer,  cough-mixture.  &c,  such  as 
that  the  former  will  grow  hair  on  a  billiard-ball  head,  or  that 
the  latter  is  warranted  to  cure  whooping-cough  and  asthma 
in  three  days.  At  the  same  time,  remember  that  statements 
made  for  advertising-purposes,  must  not  be  too  moderate. 
In  such  matters  the  public  eye  has  been  depraved  to  expect 
a  sort  of  Chinese  perspective  and  Gargantuan  hyperbole. 
Should  window-dressing  suit  your  type  of  business,  design 
your  own  show-  and  price-cards  and,  unless  you  have 
assistants  with  a  talent  for  the  work,  plan  the  scheme  of 
dressing  yourself.  If  you  want  tips  for  effective  window- 
shows,  which  are  not  vulgar,  spend  an  occasional  half-hour 
turning  over  the  pages  of  the  bound  volumes  of  the  C.  of  D. 
in  your  collection.  The  present  writer  has  often  profited  by 
working  this  lode. 

(2)  A  judicious  distribution  of  samples  invariably  in- 
duces and  increases  sales.  Put  some  of  your  extra-special 
eau-de-Cologne  or  lavender-water  in  a  spray-producer  and 
use  it  for  odorising  the  shop — or  the  handkerchiefs,  &c,  of 
customers,  to  enable  them  to  test  its  merits.  In  summer- 
time give  away  samples  of  your  own  fruit-syrups,  and  treat 
probable  customers  to  a  sample  aerated- water  drink  of  lemon- 
syrup.  During  the  winter  season  serve  out  samples  of  ginger- 
wine,  a  mild  and  a  hot,  and  let  your  customers  choose  after 
tasting  both,  also  samples  of  cod-liver  emulsion  and  other 


emulsions.  In  fact,  be  liberal  with  samples,  especially  of 
pills,  tablets,  and  so  on,  of  a  harmless  and  profitable  nature. 

(3)  Push  your  speciality  at  the  psychological  moment.  I 
know  a  retailer  who  observed  that  dyed  Easter  eggs  were 
largely  used  in  his  neighbourhood  at  the  end  of  Lent.  He 
made  some  experiments  in  staining  eggs  with  aniline- 
colours,  and  prepared  half-a-dozen  flamboyant  stains.  He 
put  the  dyed  eggs  in  a  fancy  basket,  and  hung  it  in  the 
window  ;  the  run  on  his  "  Easter-egg  dyes  "  was  prodigious. 
This  line  has  now  become  an  annual  feature  of  his  business. 
The  individual  retailer  must  exercise  his  discretion  as  to  the 
article  and  occasion  that  will  load  on  to  success,  if  not  to 
fortune. 

(4)  The  counter  is  alike  the  retailer's  citadel  and  strongest 
campaigning-ground.  It  is  from  this  base  that  the  retailer 
conducts  his  most  effective  operations  in  the  way  of  pushing 
his  own  wares  But  it  is  as  impossible  to  describe  a  system 
of  procedure  in  this  sphere  as  to  devise  a  system  to  break 
the  bank  at  a  casino.  The  qualities  that  go  to  make  up  a 
successful  counter-campaigner  are  infinite  urbanity,  tact, 
perspicacity  (of  a  sort),  and  fluent  persuasiveness.  The 
person  in  whom  all  these  endowments  meet  is  born,  not 
made.  But  Art  can  eke  out  Nature  wonderfully  well,  and 
position  strengthens  even  the  weakest  talent. 

For  the  rest,  the  individual  must  learn  to  think  and  act 
for  himself.  The  accumulated  knowledge  and  experience  of 
others  will  only  help  those  who  understand  the  principles 
and  powers  of  self-help. 


Gray. — At  the  Lynwilg  Hotel,  Aviemore,  N.B.,  on 
January  19,  the  wife  of  J.  Gray,  chemist  and  druggist, 
formerly  of  Largo  and  Kingussie  Dispensary,  of  a  son. 

Moylan- Jones. — At  Sparkhill,  Birmingham,  on  January  25, 
the  wife  of  W.  J.  Moylan-Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a 
daughter. 


flDarrtaoes, 

Blyth — Brunner. — At  St.  Margaret's  Church,  West- 
minster, London,  on  January  20,  James  Audley,  second  son 
of  Sir  James  Blyth,  Bart ,  to  Ethel  Jane,  youngest  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Brunner,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Sweeney— Nisbet. — On  January  20,  at  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Armagh,  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Macauley,  B.A.,  Mr. 
John  Birchall  Sweeney,  The  Medical  Hall,  Dromore,  CO. 
Down  (late  of  Bandon,  co.  Cork),  to  Elizabeth  Stuart,  fourth 
daughter  of  Mr.  Jos.  Nisbet,  manager,  Gasworks,  Porta- 
down. 

Temple  —  Date.  —  At  St.  Mary's,  Nettlecombe,  on 
January  3,  by  the  Rector,  Rev.  C.  S.  Dupuis,  Frederick 
William  Temple,  chemist  and  druggist-,  Meads,  Eastbourne, 
to  Bessie,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Thos.  Date,  Biggeom  Huish, 
Somerset. 


E)eatb0. 

Anderson. — At  45  Edgware  Road,  W.,  on  January  7, 
Mr.  Thomas  Sherman  Anderson,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  68. 

Peter. — Mr.  Arthur  Peter,  of  the  Peter-Bauer  Drug  Com- 
pany, of  Louisville,  Ky.,  died  on  January  7.  Mr.  Peter,  who 
was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best-known  citizens  of  Louisville, 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  in  1816.  He  was  probably 
the  oldest  wholesale  drug-merchant  in  the  United  States, 
having  gone  into  the  drug-business  about  sixty-five  years 
ago.  He  was  connected  with  the  several  firms  of  Peter  & 
Buchanan,  Wilson,  Peter  &  Co.,  Wilson  &  Peter,  Peter, 
Powers  &  Cooper,  Arthur  Peter  &  Co.,  and  Peter-Bauer  Drug- 
Company.  Mr.  Peter  was  at  one  time  President  of  the 
National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association,  and  was  always 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  conservative  merchants  in 
the  drug-trade.  He  leaves  two  sons,  Mr.  R.  Arthur  Petei,  of 
the  drug-firm  of  Arthur  Peter  &  Co.,  Louisville,  and  Mr. 
Carey  Peter,  Vice-President  of  the  Peter-Bauer  Drug  Com- 
pany. 

Uttley. — At  Market  Place,  Atherton,  on  January  16, 
Mr.  Luke  Uttley,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  30. 
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Pomona's  IReturn. 


IT  was  a  Thursday  afternoon,  and  it  looked  as  though 
business  was  going  to  be  distinctly  slack,  as  Mr.  Binks, 
M.P.S.,  knocked  the  ashes  out  of  his  after-dinner  pipe  against 
the  firegrate  of  his  little  back  room,  and  stepped  into  the 
.shop. 

It  was  the  "junior's"  half-day  off,  too.  Binks  didn't 
like  these  "  half-days  off,"  for  all  the  work  fell  to  his  share. 
He  lost  his  peaceful  repose,  he  couldn't  budge  out  of  the 
shop,  and  longed  for  closing-time. 

Mr.  Binks's  business  was  of  that  kind  which  is  generally 
described  in  the  advertisements  as  a  "  high-class  family  and 
dispensing  in  a  fashionable  suburb,"  which  may  be  inter- 
preted, that  they  sell  nothing  less  than  a  pennyworth  of 
anything.  Fashion  was  represented  in  the  neighbourhood 
by  the  entourage  of  the  ex-Mayor,  an  ex-naval  officer,  a 
wealthy  brewer,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  "  Hold-all  "  stores 
in  the  main  road. 

Binks  had  no  sooner  settled  himself  on  his  desk-stool 
with  the  morning's  newspaper  spread  before  him  than  pre- 
scriptions began  to  come  in,  and  soon  half-a-dozen  had 
collected  in  the  clip  at  the  back  of  the  "Dispensing  Depart- 
ment." 

He  stretched  himself,  then  set  to  work  with  a  will,  and 
was  just  in  the  throes  of  making  a  creosote-pill  mass,  when 
a  carriage-and-pair  dashed  up  to  the  door. 

Binks  hopped  briskly  up  to  the  counter  just  in  time  to 
receive  the  ex- Mayor's  lady,  who  glided  into  the  establish- 
ment with  a  rustle  of  silks,  followed  by  a  footman,  who 
carefully  bore  a  large  basket. 


Just  in  Time  to  Eeceive  the  ex-Mayor's  Lady. 


"  Good  morning,  madam,"  said  Binks,  assuming  his  most 
deferential  manner. 

"Good  morning,  Mr.  Binks,"  replied  the  lady  in  a  pathetic 
voice,  as  she  subsided  into  a  chair. 

"  Mr.  Binks,"  she  continued,  "  I  wish  you  to  perform  a  sad, 
sad  duty.  My  darling  Pomona  is  suffering  from  mange  and 
fits,  which  doctor  says  are  incurable."  (Here  the  lady's 
voice  trembled  with  emotion,  and  she  applied  a  fragment  of 
cambric  to  her  eyes.) 

"  I  wish  you,  Mr.  Binks,  to  poison  her,"  she  at  length 
concluded.  g^g 

"  Certainly,  madam,"  said  Binks,  in  a  most  sympathetic 
tone. 


"  I  come  to  you,  Mr.  Binks,  as  a  humane  man,  a  junior 
churchwarden,  and  one  whom  I  can  trust,  but  I  charge  you, 
it  must  be  a  painless  and  speedy  death.  I  would  not 
have  the  dear  creature  suffer  a  moment's  pain  on  any 
account." 

"My  dear  madam,  certainly  not.  I  can  assure  you  a  few 
drachms  of  prussic  acid  injected  down  the  throat,  and  it  will 
be  all  over.    The  effect  is  instantaneous." 

"  Ah  !  1  thought  you  would  know.  Let  it  be  done,  and 
quickly — that  is  all,  I  beg  of  you." 

"  Shall  I  return  the  body  to  you,  madam  ?  "  asked  Binks. 

"  Oh,  dear,  no !  I  could  not  bear  that.  Be  good  enough  to 
have  it  properly  interred,  and  let  me  know  the  cost." 

"  Five  shillings,"  replied  Binks  promptly. 

"Thank  you  so  much,  Mr.  Binks.  Listen — she  hears  my 
voice,"  said  the  lady,  as  sounds  of  frantic  clawing  and 
strange  noises  came  from  the  basket. 

"Just  put  it  round  here,"  said  Binks  to  the  footman.  The 
basket  was  deposited  under  the  counter,  and  the  ex-Mayoress 
sobbed  herself  out  and  drove  away. 

 „  1 


Two  Great  Green  Eyes  that  seemed  to  Flash  Sparks. 


Binks  gave  the  basket  a  kick  as  he  rushed  back  to  his 
pill-mass,  that  he  knew  would  be  ruined,  and  wished  the  cat 
far  enough. 

He  was  soon  absorbed  in  his  work.  Then  there  were  a 
couple  of  dozen  suppositories  to  make  and  more  pills,  and  so 
time  went  on  until  darkness  set  in. 

The  noise  of  scuffling  and  heartrending  mews  issuing  from 
beneath  the  counter  at  length  reminded  Binks  of  the  cat. 

"  Dash  the  beast !  "  he  ejaculated.  "  I'll  have  a  look  at 
her,  and  have  done  with  it." 

Now,  Binks  had  always  a  terrible  antipathy  to  cats.  He 
couldn't  bear  even  to  stroke  one.  He  struck  a  match, 
and  raising  the  lid  of  the  basket  an  inch  peeped  in.  He 
was  confronted  with  two  great  green  eyes,  that  seemed  to 
flash  sparks  of  fire,  and  a  vicious-looking  array  of  teeth. 

"  I  don't  quite  like  the  look  of  that  animal,"  he  said  to 
himself,  as  he  promptly  dropped  the  lid. 

"  Good  evening,  Mr.  Binks.  Anything  I  can  do  for  yer  .'  " 
said  a  cheery  voice. 

Binks  looked  up  to  see  old  Weggs,  the  odd  man  at  the 
"  King's  Arms  "  stables,  to  whom  he  often  gave  a  job  ;  and  at 
that  moment  a  happy  thought  struck  him  how  to  get  rid  of 
the  cat. 

"  Look  here,  Weggs,  you're  just  the  man  I  want.  I've  got 
a  cat  here  in  a  basket — a  nice  quiet  animal — and  I  want  you 
to  drown  her.  Just  take  her  down  to  that  pond  at  the  back 
of  Loam  Lane,  tie  a  brick  firmly  round  her  neck,  and  watch 
Tier  drown.  Do  you  understand,  now  ?  You  must  watch  her 
sink,  and  see  she  doesn't  come  up  again.  Be  sure  you  do 
the  job  thoroughly,  then  come  back  here,  and  I'll  give  you 
half-a-crown." 

"  Right,  sir,  and  thankee,"  said  Weggs,  gleefully.  '■  I'll 
soon  do  that  for  yer.    Where's  the  pussy  ? " 

"Here  she  is,"  said  Binks,  as  he  handed  the  basket  across 
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the  counter.  "  Now,  mind  you  are  careful,  and  be  sure  no 
one  sees  you." 

"  Good,  sir.  Trust  me  for  that,"  replied  Weggs,  as  he 
departed  with  his  burden. 

Binks  heaved  a  sigh  of  relief,  and  set  to  work  again. 

In  about  half-an-hour  Weggs  returned  with  the  basket. 

"  It's  all  right,  sir.  I've  done  it.  I  just  hitched  a  brick 
round  her  neck  with  a  cord,  'eaved  her  in,  and  down  she 
went  like  a  canning  ball.  You'll  never  see  her  again, 
Thankee  kindly,  sir,"  said  Weggs,  as  he  pocketed  the  coin 
and  departed. 

Early  next  morning  the  ex-Mayors'  footman  entered  Binks's 
pharmacy  and  handed  that  gentleman  a  note  enclosed  in  a 
deep  black-edged  envelope. 


"  I  SHALL  TBANSFEB  MY  CUSTOM." 


Binks  opened  it  and  read  as  follows  : — 

Sib, — Yesterday  afternoon  I  left  with  you  my  dear  Pomona  whom 
you  promised  to  bring  to  a  painless  end.  In  the  evening,  when 
Mr.  MacSnaffle  and  myself  were  seated  at  dinner,  a  terrible  object 
crept  in  from  the  garden  through  the  open  window.  It  was  my 
poor  Pomona,  drenched  with  water  and  a  piece  of  cord  hanging 
from  her  dear  neck. 


"A  Terrible  Object  Crept  in." 


I  fainted  away,  and  am  now  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Dobbs,  for 
whose  bill  you  shall  be  responsible.  Inhuman  monster,  this  is 
how  you  repay  my  trust. 

I  shall  transfer  my  custom  to  Pott's  Drug-stores  from  this  time 
forth.    The  bearer  w-aits  for  five  shillings.    Jane  MacSnaffle, 
*  *  *  * 

What  Binks  said  to  old  Weggs  the  next  time  he  and  that 
worthy  met  had  better  not  be  recorded. 

Debivol  is  the  trade-name  for  a  new  anti-rheumatic,  prepared, 
according  to  the  manufacturers,  from  mustard  oil,  oil  of  turpen- 
tine, and  ammonium  chloride. — National  Druggist. 


Zbe  IRaletooecope. 


The  Rubaiyat  of  Mercurius. 

Ho  !  gentle  Ginger,  from  thy  peaceful  sleep 

Wake  !  ere  the  Dawn  through  murky  Night  doth  peep ; 

Hie  to  the  Cellar,  where  in  disarray 
Thou  many  oddments  doth  promiscuous  keep. 

Seize,  then,  the  Pipkin  ;  swiftly  bring  it  full ; 
Wait  not  one  moment  th'  insidious  Fag  to  pull 

Thou  hast  secreted  behind  the  Chloride  Cask. 
Draw,  then,  the  Benzene  from  its  shelter  cool. 

Leave  "  Blood  and  Thunder  "  hid  beneath  Thy  vest ; 
Pass  Tempting  Jujube ;  shun  the  Syrup — lest 

Stern  Retribution  follow  in  Thy  Wake  ; 
Giver  of  punishment  the  Hand  that  once  caressed. 

Thus,  with  naked  Candle  fluttering  fitful  gleam, 
Forth  hieth  Ginger,  in  dull  mesmeric  Dream, 

Down  to  the  Basement,  where  the  Benzene  Tank 
Looms  dull  and  darkling  'neath  the  Corner  Beam. 

*  *  #  * 

Hark  !  through  the  Night  a  Thunderclap  doth  sound. 
No  more  can  Ginger,  or  Tank,  or  Shop  be  found — 
Vanished  to  regions  of  dim  Ethereal  Space- 
Gone,  ere  the  Warp  of  Life  is  half  unwound. 


mew  Boofc0. 
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Observations  ano  IReflections, 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Post-office  Side-line 

is  evidently  a  topic  well  worth 
discussing.  It  is  not  certain,  however,  that  the  discussion 
will  help  those  of  us  who  do  not  at  present  bow  the  knee  to 
"  the  Department"  to  conclude  whether  it  is  worth  while 
trying  to  do  so.  Mr.  Gibson  and  "  Country  Sub "  present 
what  may  be  called  the  ordinary  view.  They  show  that  a 
sub-postmastership  is  a  state  of  slavery  with  no  gilding  on 
the  fetters.  Neither  of  them,  however,  can  be  held  in 
bondage  longer  than  he  chooses,  and  Mr.  Gibson  has  taken 
the  course  which  strikes  the  outsider  as  the  obvious  one. 
Ten  or  twelve  pounds  a  year  for  a  convict's  life,  one  would 
think,  would  naturally  suggest  resignation.  But  "  Country 
Sub  "  apparently  still  hugs  his  chains.  Why  does  he  not 
take  his  own  advice  and  "  don't "  ?  Wherever  he  may  live 
there  are  plenty  of  neighbours  eager  to  step  into  his  shoes, 
so  the  public  will  not  suffer.  But  "  Stamps,"  from  whom  we 
get  the 

Alteram  Partem 

tells  a  very  different  story.  His  report  is  an 
eye-opener  indeed.  Nearly  400/.  net  profit,  and  nothing  but 
a  little  supervision  required.  "  Stamps"  furnishes  another 
illustration  of  the  curious  but  inevitable  economic  law  that 
those  who  do  the  least  work  get  the  best  pay.  He  had  an 
office  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  employ  a  head  clerk  and 
two  others,  so  he  had  only  to  take  the  responsibility  and  the 
salary.  The  latter,  I  gather,  was  augmented  whenever  asked 
for,  and  it  was  asked  for,  I  can  readily  believe,  "  on  the 
slightest  excuse."  If  the  worst  that  can  be  said  of  "the 
Department "  is  that  it  lacks  spontaneity  in  this  matter 
of  advancing  salary,  it  is  not  much  worse  than  other 
employers.  If  it  does  this  when  asked  there  is  not  much  to 
complain  of.  The  moral  I  deduce  from  the  correspondence 
so  far  is  that  if  you  do  decide  to  go  in  for  a  sub-post-office, 
it  is  better  to  aim  at  a  big  one — one  with  telegraph-work 
connected  with  it  if  possible ;  also  one  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  firms  who  handle  a  large  number  of  postal  orders. 

Mr.  Truman's  Paper 

on  "  Some  Neglected  Profits  "  contributed 
to  the  Soitthern  Branch  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association 
has  done  more  to  justify  the  existence  of  that  ponderous 
body  than  all  the  political  speeches  and  manifestoes  which 
its  founders  have  so  liberally  lavished  on  us.  Parenthetically, 
however,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  paper  could  have 
found  its  way  into  publicity  without  the  aid  of  a  metropolitan 
organisation.  But  to  whomsover  the  credit  is  due,  the  prac- 
tical value  of  the  communication  is  indisputable.  If  4,000 
pharmacists  adopt  so  much  of  Mr.  Truman's  advice  that 
each  shall  make  5s.  a  year  extra  profit  therefrom,  the  author 
has  contributed  1,000/.  a  year  to  the  trade  funds.  Good 
enough  for  a  statue !  Anybody  who  failed  to  note  this 
wealth-producing  article  should  look  back  to  page  113  of 
last  C.  <§■  D-  Before,  however,  trying  to  produce  quinine- 
wine  at  4s.  6d.  per  dozen  it  would  be  well  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  will  permit  the  home 
manufacture  of  oraDge-wine  without  paying  the  "  sweets- 
makers'  "  licence  of  51.  5s.  a  year. 

The  "Lancet"  Commissions 

have  something  about  them 
"not  quite  agreeable."  So  wrote  a  Kensington  doctor.  He 
went  on  to  describe  how,  when  something  had  been  favour- 
ably reported  on  by  these  Commissions,  marked  copies  of  the 
paper,  and  in  some  instances  samples  of  the  products,  would 


be  sent  to  medical  men.  He  signed  his  letter  "  Doubtful," 
added  his  name  and  address  (not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith),  addressed  it  to  the  Editor  of  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  but  put  it  in  an  envelope  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet.  For  this  inadvertence  the 
Lancet  punishes  him  by  printing  his  letter,  giving  his  full 
name  and  address,  and  sneering  at  him,  adding,  of  course, 
reflections  on  its  own  spotless  virtue.  This  was,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  bad  journalistic  manners.  It  is  not  infamous 
conduct  to  criticise  the  Iianeet  nor  even  to  question  its  con- 
ductors' motives.  There  is  no  occasion  to  assume  "collusion 
with  advertisers,"  which  the  Land  indignantly  denies,  nor 
to  challenge  the  value  of  these  reports  on  medicines,  foods, 
and  drinks.  If  their  publication  brings  samples  to  the 
doctors,  it  is  not  for  them  to  complain.  All  the  same,  in 
these  days  of  competition  and  advertising  it  is  not  too  un- 
charitable to  assume  that  such  notices  in  medical  journals 
are  compiled  from  mixed  motives.  In  the  current  number 
of  the  Lancet  there  are  ten  very  adulatory  "  Analytical  Re- 
cords trom  the  Lancet  Laboratory,"  dealing  with  certain 
brands  of  whisky,  stout,  cocoas,  beef-biscuits,  invalids' 
foods,  medicines,  and  disinfectants.  All  contain  neatly 
turned  sentences  suitable  for  quotation.  The  stout,  for 
instance,  "  must  be  assigned  a  high  position,  since  its  ana- 
lysis shows  a  very  considerable  portion  of  nutritives  "  ;  and 
a  compounded  arrowroot  is  "  an  excellent  food  for  invalids 
and  infants  and  for  those  possessing  weak  digestive  facul- 
ties." It  is  not  worth  while  for  anybody  to  wax  indignant 
about  these  paragraphs,  least  of  all  the  journal  which 
publishes  them. 

Pharmaceutical  Words 

between  Lief  and  Lock  are  not  very 
numerous,  and  the  new  part  of  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary 
which  covers  that  range  does  not  add  any  new  etymologies 
to  those  which  it  treats.    A  few  interesting  historical  facts 
concerning  them  maybe,  however,  gleaned.    Liiniment  is  the 
first  pharmaceutical  word  we  come  to.    It  is  the  Latin  word 
linimentum,  derived  from  linire  or  linere,  to  smear,  and  there 
is  nothing  more  to  say  about  it.    Linnaan  is  said  to  be  the 
more  common  way  of  spelling  the  word,  though  the  Society 
calls  itself  the  Linnean.    Linseed  is,  of  course,  the  seed  of 
the  line  or  flax.    "Lin"  is  an  old  Saxon  word  for  flax  and 
for  linen,  and  a  similar  term  is  found  in  all  the  Teutonic 
languages  for  the  same  things.     "Linon"  in  Greek,  and 
"linum"  in  Latin  correspond,  but  it  is  not  certain  that  the 
Teutonic  word  was  derived  from  these.    Our  common  word 
line  descends  from  line,  a  linen-thread.     Lint-seed  is  an 
old  form  of  linseed,  but  the  Dictionary  says  it  is  a  distinct 
word  used  in  Scotland  for  seed  intended  to  be  sown. 
Liquorice  has  had  an  enormous  number  of  aliases,  and  the 
form  of  spelling  is  not  settled  yet.    The  Oxford  Dictionary 
has  "  licorice,  see  liquorice  "  ;  the  Century  Dictionary  gives 
"liquorice,    see    licorice."     Licoriz.   licorys,  lycouresse, 
liquirice,  are  samples  of  former  experiments.    The  Greek 
words  glykos  and  rhiza,  sweet  root,  were  the  origin  of  the 
name,  and  Pliny  Latinised  the  Greek  into  glycyrhiza.  The 
g  was  dropped  in  modern  languages,  and  the  word  again 
appears  in  late  Latin  as  liquiritia.    From  this  came  the 
Italian  liquirizia  and  the  German  lakritze.     One  of  the 
earliest  quotations  given  (fourteenth  century)  is  the  quaint 
one,  "  His  love  is  al  so  swete  y  wis,  So  ever  is  mylk  or 
licoris."     Another  more  to  the  point  is  an  advertisement 
from  the  London  Gazette.  1685:  "The  Juyce  of  Liquorice  of 
Blois  is  sold  at  the  two  Pestles  and  Mortars  in  St.  Martin's 
Lane  near  Charing  Cross."    Litmus  is  related  to  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  "  lit,"  a  colour  or  dye.    Under  Liver  appears  a  note 
which  exhibits  curiously  some  of  the  mysteries  of  philology. 
It  says,  "  Some  scholars  regard  the  Teutonic  word  as  cognate 
with  the  Arian  yeqrt  (Skr.  yakrt,  Gr.  Jiepar,  Lat.  jecur),  the 
root  being  supposed  to  be  liq,  but  the  supposition  involves 
serious  difficulties."    Lobelia  was  named  after  Matthias  de 
Lobel,  botanist  and  physician  to  James  I. 
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GOOD  WIWTER  LINES 
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LUNG  AND  THROAT  AFFECTIONS, 

"To  breathe  'Sanitas'  i3  to  breathe  health."— 

,  Gordon  Stables,  O.M.,  M.D.,  E.N. 


"  SANITAS  "  BR9NCHST5S  each. 

KETTLES  -      -      -  28.  6d. 

"SANITAS"  INHALERS  -  2S.  6d. 
"  SANITAS  "  POCKET 

INHALERS  18.  Oti. 
"SANITAS"  OIL, 

is.  &  4s.  Bottles. 

"  SANITAS  "  EMBROCATION, 

1S.  &  28.  6d.  Bottles. 


Pamphlets  Free. 

THE  "  SANITAS  "  CO.,  Ltd. 

Bethnal  Green,  London 


WARRICK  BROS. 

BEG   TO  NOTIFY 
THAT  THEY 
HAVE  MOVED  TO 

6   NILE  STREET, 
CITY  ROAD. 

WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENIMERMAN 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA.  SELTZER, 
LITUIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE. 
GINGER  ALB,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  Sic,  on 
Application. 


R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNE, 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 


Weet  End  Agents,  WHEATLET  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &a. 


John  Milne  P  * 


MADE  BY 


UNDER 


LORD  LISTER'S 
PERSONAL  DIRECTIONS. 


OO°0V  GAUZE 

WILSON  STREET.  NEW  CROSS  R04D.  S.E. 


Established 
1879. 


All  Chemists  selling  Vapo-Cresolene 
should  write  for  information  about  the 
eight-coloured   "  Cut  Out  "  window 
display  we  are  offering.    It  is  unique, 
handsome,  and  refined. 

ALLEN  &  HANBURYS  Ltd.37iiSIts.VLondon,Eng. 


HOOPER'S 

MARKING  INK 

Requires  no  heating.    Sold  all  over  the  World. 
THE    BEST    AND    MOST  RELIABLE. 

In  1  '■  and  6d.  Bottles  at  5/6  and  2/9  per  dozen. 

Sold  in  Bulk.    Prices  on  application. 
Put  up  with  customer's  own  name  in  quantities  of  not  less  than 
£1  worth. 

IN  STOPPERED  BOTTLES  FOR  THE  TROPICS. 

Depot:  U  RUSSELL  STTcOYENfGARDEN  LONDON 


LOOK  OUT  I 


OTJB  BOOKLET 


About  Advertising" 


IS   NOW  PUBLISHED. 
A  note  on  your  Business  Paper  will  secure  a  copy. 
ILES,  BAKER   &   CO.,   188  STRAND,  W.C. 
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Sale  of  Dutiable  Medicines. 

The  practice  appears  to  be  somewhat  common  of  keeping 
dutiable  medicinal  articles  put  up  without  stamps.  We 
have  on  more  than  one  occasion  recently  pointed  out  that 
the  practice,  besides  paving  the  way  to  probable  infringe- 
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mcnt  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Act  through  selling  the  articles 
unstamped,  is  in  itself  illegal,  because  it  constitutes  uttering 
or  exposing  for  sale,  which  is  as  much  an  offence  as  selling. 
We  again  call  attention  to  the  mitter  because  a  recent 
inspection  of  windows  and  counter-displays  has  shown  many 
flagrant  infractions  of  the  Revenue  on  the  part  of  people 
presumably  honest.  The  conditions  are  somewhat  similar 
to  those  in  the  case  reported  from  Oldham  on  page  205, 
in  which  a  limited  company  has  been  fined  16Z.  and  court- 
costs  in  respect  to  eight  unstamped  articles.  It  was  ad- 
mitted in  regard  to  three  of  the  articles  that  an  assistant 
should  have  stamped  them  at  the  time  of  sale.  But  why 
were  they  unstamped  ?  Probably  on  account  of  the  fact 
mentioned.  In  connection  with  this,  attention  may  also  be 
called  to  the  provisions  of  Section  II.  (see  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  page  516),  which  require  the 
maker  to  stamp  dutiable  articles.  This  is  being  openly 
violated  in  several  cases,  chiefly  in  regard  to  factory- made 
substitutes  for  popular  proprietaries,  with  the  result  that 
retailers  getting  such  goods  by  the  dozen  unstamped  are 
tempted  to  neglect  their  duty  to  the  Revenue.  We  suggest 
greater  care  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and  also  respecting 
unstamped  dutiable  medicines  obtained  for  dispensing- 
purposes  only,  which  cannot  be  sold  in  that  condition  unless 
they  are  mixed  with  something  else  and  dispensed  by  prescrip . 
tion.  The  exceptional  experience  which  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  obtained  last  year  in  regard  to  this  source  of 
revenue  has  not  made  them  more  lenient,  and  persistent 
offenders  are  not  likely  to  have  the  benefit  in  future  of  the 
modified-pcnalty  concession. 

The  Oldham  case  is  particularly  interesting  on  one  point 
— namely,  that  the  Inland  Revenue  barrister  indicated  that 
a  limited  company  cannot  benefit  by  the  exemptions  to  the 
1812  Act  because  such  a  company  is  not  "  a  chemist  who  hath 
served  a  regular  apprenticeship."  In  our  Diary  treatise  we 
say  that,  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  winning  his  case  on 
appeal,  limited  companies  will  not  benefit  by  it.  Our  ground 
for  that  is  provided  in  Smith  v.  Mason,  from  which  we  now 
quote : — 

Mr.  Chitty,  for  the  respondents,  said  .  .  .  there  was  no  doubt 
they  were  chemists. 

Mr.  Justice  Cave :  That  does  not  appear  on  the  findings  in 
the  case. 

Mr.  Chitty  :  It  is  stated  we  are  chemists. 
Mr.  Justice  Cave :  A  company  cannot  be  chemists. 
Mr.  Chitty  :  That  has  already  been  dealt  with  in  the  case  of 
the  stores. 

Mr.  Justice  Cave  :  All  the  drugs  there  are  professed  to  be 
dealt  with  by  a  chemist. 

Mr.  Chitty  :  That  is  exactly  what  happens  here. 

Mr.  Justice  Cave  :  No,  it  is  not.  Where  does  it  appear  that 
this  was  sold  by  a  chemist  or  druggist  who  has  served  an 
apprenticeship  ? 

Mr.  Chitty :  It  may  be  necessary  that  that  fact  be  found 
before  your  Lordships  decide  the  point. 

Mr.  Justice  Cave  :  I  don't  think  that  will  help  you,  because 
this  is  sold  by  a  company  for  the  benefit  of  the  company. 
You  have  to  employ  a  proper  chemist  to  dispense ;  it  would  not 
help  you  to  employ  such  a  man  to  sell  the  preparations. 

The  remarks  made  at  Oldham  by  the  Inland  Revenue 
barrister  show  that  the  significance  of  this  conversation 
has  not  been  overlooked  by  Somerset  House,  so  that  for 
the  purposes  of  the  exemption  clauses  limited  companies 
are  not  chemists,  therefore  they  require  to  be  licensed 
vendors  when  selling  recommended  entire  drugs  unstamped, 
and  if  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  wins  his  case,  they  will  not 
benefit  by  it.  The  Spirits  Act,  to  which  we  referred  on 
January  17  (page  85),  is  not  exactly  parallel,  because  there 
the  single  word  "chymists"  is  used;  but  if  it  were  ever 
proved  that  companies  cannot  be  chemists  in  the  sense  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  the  meaning  might  be  extended  to  dealing  in 
spirituous  medicines,  and  thus  a  most  serious  obstacle  would 


be  placed  against  company-trading  in  pharmacy,  as  such 
bodies  would  have  to  be  licensed  as  spirit-dealers  in  respect 
to  each  of  their  premises. 


Pharmacy  in  Egypt. 

We  referred  recently  to  the  proposed  new  pharmacy  law  for 
Egypt  and  mentioned  that  the  particulars  given  in  the 
Egyptian,  Gazette  were  somewhat  vague.  Now,  through  the 
courtesy  of  Lord  Cromer,  we  have  received  the  subjoined  :— 

Ministry  of  Interior,  Sanitary  Department. 

No.  4,237/ D.  Cairo,  the  14th  January,  1903. 

Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  Lord  Cromer  to  inform  you  that 
although  a  project  has  been  drawn  up  framing  new  regula- 
tions for  the  control  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  and  sale  of 
drugs  in  this  country,  it  has  not  yet  been  put  in  force  ;  the 
question  as  to  the  granting  of  facilities  of  inspection,  by 
Government  officials  is  still  being  considered  by  the  different 
Consulates. 

I  regret,  therefore,  to  be  unable  to  give  you  more  details 
at  present. 

The  chief  points  aimed  at  in  the  new  regulations  are  : — 

1.  Control  and  scrutiny  of  diplomas,  certificates,  &c,  of  those 
wishing  to  practise  pharmacy. 

2.  Employment  of  properly  qualified  assistants. 

3.  Regulations  concerning  changes  of  address  and  description  of 
premises. 

4.  Control  of  sale  of  poisons. 

5.  The  numbering  and  registering  of  prescription ;  date  and 
name  of  pharmacy  to  be  stamped  on  prescriptions,  &c. 

6.  Labelling  of  medicines. 

7.  Specialising  bottles  for  external  or  internal  medicaments. 

8.  Storage  of  poisons,  dangerous  or  explosive  drugs. 

The  question  of  issuing  an  Egyptian  Pharniacopceia  has 
not  yet  been  taken  up. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 
Cathcart  Garner,  M.B., 
for  Director-General. 
The  Editor,  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C 

It  may  fairly  be  deduced  from  this  statement  that  the 
certificates  of  British  pharmaceutical  societies  and  licensing 
boards  will  be  recognised,  which  is  right  considering  the 
fact  that  Egypt  is  steadily  growing  in  popularity  with 
Britishers  as  a  pleasure  and  health  resort,  and  is  in  a  sense 
replacing  Southern  Europe  in  that  regard.  Some  years  hence 
English  pharmacies  may  be  more  common  in  Egypt  than 
they  are  now.  The  other  provisions  foreshadowed  in  Dr. 
Garner's  letter  are  directed  to  remedy  abuses  in  the  practice 
of  pharmacy  there  which  have  become  almost  scandalous,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  they  are  enacted  their  enforce- 
ment will  be  well  attended  to. 


Cardamoms. 

Ox  several  occasions  we  have  referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
area  under  cardamom-cultivation  in  Ceylon  and  India  has 
considerably  increased  during  the  past  two  or  three  years, 
and  if  any  confirmation  of  this  were  needed  it  will  be 
found  in  the  official  statistics  of  the  Ceylon  Chamber  of 
Commerce  relating  to  the  exports  from  Colombo  and  Galle . 
In  1900  537,455  lbs.  were  exported,  in  1901  559,704  lbs.,  and 
in  1902  615,922  lbs.  Last  year's  exports  were  the  largest 
on  record  since  the  Ceylon  tea-planters  took  up  cardamom- 
cultivation  in  the  early  eighties.  The  shipments  to  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1902  amounted  to  389,322  lbs.,  India 
bought  104,383  lbs.,  and  Germany  98,516  lbs.  With  a  still 
further  large  increase  of  the  acreage  shortly  coming  into 
bearing,  the  tendency  must  be  to  increase  the  exports  to 
such  an  extent  that  [the  supply  will  eventually  exceed  the 
demand,  and  prices  will  still  further  decline. 
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In  India  much  the  same  conditions  prevail,  and  consider- 
able anxiety  and  speculation  regarding  the  prospects  of 
cardamoms  are  indulged  in.  The  case  is  forcibly  put  by  a 
South  Indian  planter,  who,  in  a  recent  letter  to  the  Ceylon 
Times,  gave  some  interesting  figure?  and  valuable  informa- 
tion regarding  the  production  in  India,  and  especially  in  the 
Cardamom  Hills  of  Travancore,  probably  the  largest  and 
most  prolific  cardamom-producing  district.  He  reports  that 
with  the  abolition  of  the  Government  monopoly,  and  the 
advent  of  the  land-tax  system  into  the  Cardamom  Hills,  a 
great  stimulus  was  given  to  cultivation,  and  the  farming-area 
was  increased  from  10,000  acres  (under  old  system)  to 
15.650  acres  in  1900  (Government  survey),  and  probably 
1,500  more  during  1901-2  There  is,  therefore,  about 
17,000  acres  under  cardamom -cultivation  in  these  hills  at 
the  present  date.  And  not  only  has  the  acreage  increased, 
but  the  system  of  planting  and  harvesting  improved  when 
the  European  planter  stepped  in  about  1899,  so  that  now 
the  17,000  acres  will  yield  1,040,000  lbs.  of  marketable  fruit, 
working  out  at  about  60  lbs.  per  acre  on  the  average.  This 
is  attributed  mostly  to  extensions,  so  that  the  effects  of 
iover-production  may  be  apparent  during  1903-4.  These 
estimates  refer  to  Travancore  alone,  and  do  not  include 
the  increased  extensions  in  Mysore  and  other  dis- 
tricts in  South  India.  The  question  naturally  arises, 
Where  is  a  market  to  be  found  for  Ceylon's  increase  ? 
The  Ceylon  Tines  writer  argues  that  the  cardamom- 
market,  at  present  taking  about  a  million  and  a  half  pounds 
altogether,  will  be  called  upon  to  increase  its  capacity 
another  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  million  in  the  short  space 
of  two  years ;  and  as  it  is  not  likely  any  scheme  will  be 
forthcoming  to  unite  the  diverse  interests  of  the  European 
and  native  planters  in  South  India  and  Ceylon,  only  the 
richer  amongst  these  can  weather  the  approaching  storm 
Ceylon  planters  are  scared  by  the  outlook,  and  they  are  alive 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  on  the  eve  of  a  big  struggle  for 
existence  with  their  formidable  rival,  India.  It  is  suggested 
that,  as  India  is  a  very  large  consumer  of  cardamoms,  the 
local  markets  should  be  further  exploited  and  the  native 
demand  encouraged  in  such  centres  as  Calcutta,  Bombay, 
and  Madras.  After  all,  cardamoms  are  a  spice  and  not  a 
foodstuff,  and  if  the  native  cannot  procure  his  rice  he  may 
easily  make  up  his  mind  to  do  without  the  spice.  We  may 
add  to  these  considerations  that  if  Ceylon  planters  would 
devote  more  attention  to  the  careful  picking  and  aroma  of 
the  fruit,  they  would  gain  by  it.  The  proportion  of  "  split  " 
cardamoms  on  the  London  market  appears  to  be  increasing. 
Splitting  is  caused  by  premature  exposure  to  the  sun,  and 
deficiency  in  aroma  with  consequent  lower  price  is  the 
result.  The  general  tendency  of  prices  on  the  London 
market  last  year  was  downwards,  and,  in  face  of  the  in- 
creased supplies  from  Ceylon,  higher  prices  can  scarcely  be 
expected  this  year.  We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
what  the  weight  of  the  London  stock  is,  as  the  returns  from 
the  warehouses  merely  quote  the  number  of  packages,  which 
give  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  real  quantity  available.  The 
deliveries  during  1902  pretty  well  absorbed  the  arrivals,  the 
former  numbering  6,241  packages  and  the  latter  6,184, 
leaving  us  with  a  stock  on  December  31,  1902,  of  1,890  pack- 
ages, as  compared  with  2,194  in  1900  and  1,902  in  1901. 


Indexomania. 

The  Royal  Society's  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papers  is  a 
sumptuous  quarto  publication,  which  contains,  or  rather  will 
contain  when  finished,  a  list  of  all  scientific  papers  published 


since  the  year  1800,  arranged  in  one  part  under  the  names  of 
their  authors,  and  in  a  second  part  under  subjects.  The 
twelfth  volume  of  the  authors  catalogue  appsared  last  year, 
and  brought  the  entries  up  to  1883  ;  there  yet  remains  the 
period  1883-1900  of  this  part  and  the  whole  of  the  subject 
index  for  the  century  to  be  completed.  The  work  has  now 
been  in  progress  for  about  twelve  years,  and  will,  according 
to  a  recent  article  in  Nature,  be  finished  in  another  five 
years.  The  natural  off-pring  of  this  catalogue  is  a  publica- 
tion in  the  more  humble  octavo  form  which  is  now  beginning 
to  appe  -ir,  called  "  The  International  Catalogue  of  Scientific 
Literature."  This  is  produced  under  the  auspices  of  a  kind 
of  international  scientific  conference,  acting  under  the  advice 
of  the  Royal  Society,  which  undertakes  the  onerous  duties 
of  publication.  The  new  index  is  not  a  straightforward 
alphabetical  affair,  but  is  arranged  on  a  new  and  complex 
system  so  incomprehensible  that  each  volume  is  prefaced  by 
a  chapter  informing  the  would-be  investigator  how  to  use  i*. 
The  metals,  for  instance,  are  not  indexed  under  their  names, 
but  under  an  arbitrary  registration  number  difficult  to  re- 
member; under  each  number  are  arranged  all  the  papers 
relating  to  the  metal  bearing  that  number  published  during 
the  year,  the  entries  being  made  in  English,  French  t 
German,  or  Italian,  depending  upon  the  geographical  origin 
of  the  paper.  The  system  is  more  elaborate  still  for  organic 
compounds,  these  being  grouped  according  to  their  functions, 
alcohols,  ketones,  acids,  &c,  which  are  subdivided  into 
saturated,  unsaturated,  benzenoid,  and  other  substances  ; 
there  are  added,  of  course,  special  places  and  numbers  for 
alkaloids,  proteids,  and  similar  nondescripts,  whilst  under 
other  numbers  are  grouped  analytical,  physiologico-chemical 
physico-chemical,  and  theoretical  papers.  Let  us  suppose 
that  a  pharmacist,  with  a  turn  for  research,  wishes  to  find 
out  whether  anything  was  done  on  tropinone  during  the  year 
1901.  He  invests  20s.  in  a  copy  of  Section  D  of  the 
catalogue,  and,  after  having  read  the  instructions,  proceeds 
to  find  tropinone,  recollecting  that  since  it  is  a  ketone  it 
may  occur  under  number  1,500,  or  one  of  its  subdivisions 
also  that  it  is  a  heterocyclic  compound  containing  nitrogen, 
and  may  therefore  occur  under  the  number  1,930  ;  that  it  is 
also  a  vegeto-alkaloid  derivative,  and  might  possibly  be 
found  under  3,010 ;  and  still,  again,  as  a  derivative  of  a 
seven-membered  carbon  ring,  might  be  "  at  home  "  in  section 
1,140.  These,  we  believe,  exhaust  the  possibilities  for  a 
simple  substance  like  tropinone,  and  we  decline  to  calculate 
them  for  some  of  the  many-functioned  bodies  occasionall 
described  in  some  communications  to  the  chemical  societies. 
The  schedule  makes  no  provision  apparently  for  indexing 
technical  journals,  so  that  metallurgical,  agricultural, 
engineering,  pharmaceutical,  and  similar  work,  however 
scientific  in  character,  finds  no  place  in  it;  judging,  how- 
ever, from  the  1901  volume,  the  director  has  enlarged  the 
wings  of  section  6,500,  so  that  it  shelters  not  only  "  entries 
relating  to  the  analysis  of  composite  materials  such  as  drugs  , 
foods,  soils,  waters,  and  technical  products  generally,"  but  a 
host  of  pipers  on  subjects  ranging  from  the  composition  of 
pancakes  to  that  of  embryonic  man.  It  is  but  fair  to  say, 
also,  that  the  director  has  endeavoured  to  overcome  the  diffi- 
culty of  indexing  many-functioned  substances  by  a  plurality 
of  entries.  It  occurs  to  us,  in  looking  over  this  catalogue, 
that  the  gratuitous  advice  so  liberally  bestowed  on  manu- 
facturers in  this  country  by  scientific  gentlemen  is  wanted 
nearer  home,  since  it  is  scarcely  business-like  for  a  combina- 
tion of  scientific  societies  to  be  publishing  a  yearly  index  to 
chemical  literature  in  four  languages,  when  the  same  thing 
is  already  being  well  done  in  their  own  languages  by  the 
Chemical  Societies  of  London,  Berlin,  and  Paris. 
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Pharmacy  and  the  Public. 

There  is  much  food  for  thought  in  the  suggestive  address 
by  Mr.  R.  G.  Cowley  to  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association 
on  his  entering  upon  the  presidency  thereof.  Mr.  Cowley, 
being  a  teacher  of  pharmaceutical  students,  is  well 
acquainted  with  their  weaknesses,  as  well  as  the  short- 
comings of  ths  system  under  which  men  are  registered  as 
chemists  and  druggists.  Perhaps  that  is  the  reason  why 
Mr.  Cowley's  ideas  are  so  academic.  His  suggestions  ignore 
the  events  which  led  up  to  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  one 
result  of  which  was  that  the  grade  of  "chemist  and  drug- 
gist "  was  chosen  in  preference  to  that  of  "  pharmaceutical 
chemist,"  so  the  proposal  to  raise  the  professional  status 
of  those  registered  under  the  Act  by  calling  them  "  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  "  and  increasing  their  scientific  knowledge 
would  defeat  the  objects  of  the  Act.  It  is  just  as  well  to 
remember,  in  discussing  this  matter,  that  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Privy  Council  has  recently  taken  evidence 
which,  it  is  believed,  has  gone  a  great  way  to  show  that  the 
public  service  in  regard  to  poisons  is  not  adequately  met  by 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  because  persons  registered  there- 
under have  risen  superior  to  their  business.  There  is  some 
truth  in  this ;  but  the  majority  of  chemists  and  druggists  are 
business  men,  and  are  perfectly  willing  to  serve  the  public 
as  the  Act  intends,  without,  on  the  one  hand,  exercising 
monopolistic  tendencies,  or,  on  the  other,  aiming  at  pro- 
fessionalism owing  to  their  qualification.  We  should  like 
the  fact  to  be  better  appreciated  by  men  in  the  position  of 
Mr.  Cowley  that  the  more  the  chemist  and  druggist  is 
unfitted  for  his  statutory  purposes,  the  more  likely  are 
other  traders  to  be  brought  in  to  do  his  work. 

The  Other  Side. 

There  has  lately  been  heard  so  much  about  the  advantages 
to  this  country  of  making  the  metric  system  of  weights  and 
measures  compulsory  that  one  is  apt  to  lose  sight  of  the 
other  side  of  the  question.  The  case  against  changing  our 
system  was  well  stated  by  Sir  Frederick  Bramwell  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers  last  week. 
Mr.  A.  Siemens,  advocating  the  metric  system,  traced  the 
history  of  the  movement  to  James  Watt,  and  anticipated 
that  the  introduction  of  the  system  would  cause  no  incon- 
venience in  the  retail  trade.  The  initial  difficulties  could 
easily  be  met  by  providing  conversion-tables,  which  could  be 
displayed  in  conspicuous  positions  in  all  shops.  The  metric 
weights  and  measures  might  contrast  unfavourably  with  the 
old  system  as  long  as  they  were  unfamiliar  ;  but  the  public 
would  soon  find  out  what  a  blessing  the  abolition  of  the 
various  and  perplexing  tables  of  weights  and  measures  would 
prove  to  be,  and  how  superior  the  metric  system  is.  Sir  F. 
Bramwell  pointed  out  that  although  the  metric  system  was 
legalised  in  France  in  1799  it  was  not  in  operation  till  1840. 
The  ease  of  calculation  is  not  always  on  the  side  of  the 
metric  system.  Sir  Frederick  proved  this  in  1895,  when  a 
committee  which  investigated  the  matter  put  forward  a 
gentleman  who  "  from  gross  ignorance  or  from  malice  pre- 
pense "  used  for  an  ordinary  calculation  four  times  as  many 
figures  as  he  need  have  done.  If  the  Bill  proposed  by  the 
advocates  of  the  metric  system  is,  said  Sir  Frederick,  any- 
thing like  that  of  1868,  which  proposed  to  make  it  a  penal 
offence  to  sell  otherwise  than  by  metric  system,  ife  would  do 
away  with  all  question  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  being  an 
absolute  law.  The  advocates  of  the  decimal  system  can 
now  under  the  Act  of  1897  do  what  they  like — have  metric 
weights,  keep  metric  accounts  ;  in  fact,  do  anything  they 
please.  But  that  is  not  enough  for  them — others  must  be 
made  to  do  the  same,  whether  they  like  it  or  not.  The 
unkindest  cut  of  all  was  when  the  venerable  engineer  said 
that  the  metric  enthusiasts  make  all  the  noise.  The  people 
who  are  contented  with  the  existing  state  of  things  do  not 


go  about  crying  "  We  are  contented,"  and  therefore  are  not 
heard  so  much  of,  although  they  may  be  in  the  majority. 

Better  Government  Wanted. 

The  interesting  discussion  on  the  administration  of  poison- 
regulations  reported  on  page  152  resolves  itself  into  two 
propositions:  (1)  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  cannot  ad- 
minister the  Pharmacy  Acts  properly  because  it  loses  by  its 
legal  work,  and  (2)  the  work  would  be  more  effectively  done 
by  a  Government  Department.  The  first  is  an  error  of  fact, 
and  the  second  an  error  of  judgment.  Legal  proceedings  are 
only  a  part  of  the  statutory  duties  which  the  Society  accepted 
in  1868  along  with  certain  privileges,  which  last  year 
yielded  the  Society  an  income  of  8,150/.  in  examination  and 
restoration  fees.  This  sum  paid  not  only  the  examinations 
and  law-costs,  but  the  salaries  of  the  Secretary  and  Registrar 
and  clerks,  North  British  Branch  expenses,  gas,  water, 
&c,  house-servants'  wages,  rent,  taxes  and  insurance,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  Council.  It  does  not  cost  the  members  of  the 
Society  a  penny  to  administer  the  Act — in  fact,  they  do  not 
pay  their  own  way,  although  sitting  rent-free  and  having  a 
staff  and  the  services  of  a  Council  for  nothing.  The 
pecuniary  loss  is,  therefore,  a  myth.  That  the  Society 
pays  a  lot  for  law-costs  is  true — too  much,  we  think, 
considering  what  is  got  for  it — and  it  would  be  cheaper 
to  keep  a  solicitor  on  the  staff.  As  to  the  second  proposi- 
tion, it  is  worth  bearing  in  mind  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  is  substantially  a  Government  Department,  and  if 
the  fact  had  been  realised  in  1869  the  Council  to  this  day 
would  have  kept  in  touch  with  the  Privy  Council.  But  the 
Society  stepped  in  and  spoilt  co-operation  between  White- 
hall and  Bloomsbury  Square.  If  in  course  of  administrative 
evolution  it  becomes  necessary  to  entrust  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
to  an  independent  body  a  nucleus  for  it  exists  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council,  which,  freed  from  the  trivialities  of  Society 
management  and  finance,  would  have  ample  time  and  means 
to  make  the  Pharmacy  Acts  far  more  effective  than  they 
have  been,  and  as  a  Board  of  Pharmacy  would  still  do  as 
much  for  pharmaceutical  education  and  examination. 

William  Allen. 

The  publication  in  this  number  of  some  old  documents 
from  the  archives  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  recalls  the 
astonishing  vigour  of  Mr.  William  Allen  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  that  he  was  associated  with  the  Plough 
Court  house.  When  he  entered  upon  the  presidency  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  he  was  frail,  and  it  was  on  account 
of  his  distinguished  scientific  and  social  distinction  that  he 
was  secured  for  that  position,  although  he  gave  what  energy 
he  could  to  the  promotion  of  the  Society's  interests  ;  and  his 
intimacy  with  Queen  Victoria  and  her  father  must  have 
been  of  immense  benefit  to  the  Society.  The  true  William 
Allen  is  to  be  learned  of  in  the  "  Life  of  William  Allen,  with 
Selections  of  his  Correspondence,"  published  in  three 
volumes  by  Charles  Gilpin  in  1846.  Although  in  his  early 
Plough  Court  days  he  signed  himself  "  William  Allen,  jun.," 
his  father  was  Job  Allen,  and  he  was  born  August  29,  1770. 
He  began  to  keep  a  diary  on  January  19,  1788,  and  it  is 
from  this  that  the  three  volumes  are  chiefly  built  up. 
Between  May,  1791,  and  June,  1793,  he  took  up  his  abode 
at  the  establishment  of  Joseph  Gurney  Bevan  at  Plough 
Court,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  his  father,  who  had 
designed  to  associate  him  with  himself  in  his  business  as 
silk-manufacturer.  There  is  a  hiatus  in  the  diary  to  the 
extent  of  the  period  stated,  and  again  between  February, 
1794,  and  July  3,  1795.  On  the  latter  date  he  was  entered 
"as  a  physician's  pupil  at  Thomas's  Hospital."  The  bio- 
grapher says  :  "  He,  and  a  person  with  whom  he  entered  into 
partnership,  having  succeeded  Joseph  Gurney  Bevan,  in  the 
establishment  at  Plough  Court,  and  also  opened  a  labora- 
tory at  Plaistow.    For  several  months  there  is  scarcely  an 
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entry  in  the  journal."  We  quoted  last  week  an  interesting 
advertisement  from  the  Times  of  1803  in  respect  to  a  meeting 
to  consider  what  should  be  done  to  further  Dr.  Jenner's 
method  of  vaccination.  William  Allen  was  one  of  the  sup- 
porters of  that  scheme  : — 

1802.  Twelfth  Month  16th.— Askesian  Society,  but  left  it  to 
attend  a  meeting  at  the  City  coffee-house,  on  the  subject  of  an 
institution  for  the  cow-pox.  Dr.  Lettsom,  Dr.  Bradley,  Dr.  Pole, 
&c,  were  there.    They  put  me  upon  the  committee. 

Many  subsequent  meetings  were  held  on  this  subject,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  month  W.  A.  writes  that  he  was  "  much 
occupied  in  endeavouring  to  establish  an  institution  for  cow-pox 
inoculation." 

The  "Dr.  Pole"  referred  to  in  this  quotation  from  the 
"  Life  and  Correspondence"  was  Richard  Powell,  M.D. 

Cultivating  Sponges. 

Sponges  figure  in  the  penultimate  volume  of  the  "  Ency- 
clopedia Britannica,"  the  article  on  them  being  written  by 
Dr.  Minchin,  Professor  of  Zoology  in  University  College, 
London.  Our  acquaintance  with  these  very  distant  relatives 
has  been  successfully  cultivated  in  recent  years.  Leuckart 
and  Haeckel  assign  sponges  to  the  family  of  the  Cwlentara 
(about  the  lowest  order  in  animal  life),  but  this,  it  now 
appears,  was  unjust.  They  are  now  found  to  possess  charac- 
teristics which  entitle  them  to  an  entirely  distinct  genealogy. 
One  zoologist  calls  them  Enantioderma,  which  means  inside- 
out  skins,  because  after  their  larval  period  their  outer  layer 
passes  inwards  to  become  a  gastral  layer,  while  the  endoderm 
passes  outwards.  This  is  a  sample  of  the  important  informa- 
tion given  about  sponges  ;  but  in  small  type  at  the  end  of  the 
monograph  the  Professor  vouchsafes  a  few  remarks  on  com- 
mercial matters  in  connection  with  them.  The  most  interest- 
ing of  these  refers  to  the  artificial  cultivation  of  sponges. 
Experiments  in  this  direction  have  been  made  in  Florida 
with  encouraging  results.  Cuttings  have  been  fixed  in  the 
sea  and  these  have  grown,  but  it  has  been  found  difficult  to 
keep  the  cuttings  attached  to  their  supports,  and,  besides, 
much  depends  on  locality  and  position.  Little  sponges,  too, 
have  been  grown  in  aquaria  from  spawn  ;  but  so  far  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  grow  them  to  any  but  the  tiniest 
size  artificially.  Science  is  great,  but  if  it  is  going  to  take 
an  a3on  to  develop  a  sixpenny  sponge,  it  might  spend  its 
time  more  advantageously. 

Chemists'  Dummies. 

Undeterred  by  the  awful  inscription,  "All  rights  reserved," 
we  quote  the  following  from  Pearson's  Weekly,  feeling  that 
51.  a  week  for  life  will  not  fall  to  the  writer  :  — 

In  few  businesses  are  there  so  many  "  dummies  " — that  is  to 
say,  in  the  way  of  furniture — employed  as  in  the  chemist's,  and  in 
few  can  such  a  display,  especially  in  the  way  of  glass,  be  made  at 
so  cheap  a  rate,  for  there  are  firms  whose  sole  business  it  is  to 
supply,  on  the  hire  system  if  need  be,  all  manner  of  dummies. 

In  nearly  all  shops,  save  very  well-established  ones,  at  least 
one-half  of  what  are  apparently  very  neat  nests  of  drawers  — 
painted  with  a  shiny  background,  on  which  are  gilt  letters — are 
dummies. 

The  actual  drawers  are  non-existent,  but  a  large  surface  of  flat 
boards,  elaborately  painted  and  "  beaded,"  gives  the  necessary 
impression. 

It  is  the  same  with  one-half  of  the  very  gorgeously  labelled 
bottles — the  substances  they  contain  are  not  those  indicated  on 
the  label,  but  colourable  and  harmless  decoctions  in  liquid  or  in 
powder. 

These  "  dummy  "  supplying  firms  provide  everything  of  this  sort, 
even  to  the  huge  coloured-glass  bottles  in  the  window  and  the 
coloured  lamp  over  the  door. 

So  far  as  glass  showcases  go,  most  of  the  leading  dealers  in 
articles  of  perfumery  supply  these  gratis  full  of  dummy  wares  of 
their  own,  beautifully  arranged ;  but  of  course  the  chemist  is 
expected  to  push  their  goods. 

It  would  scarcely  be  fair  to  hold  the  editor  of  P.  W.  respon- 
sible for  such  a  libel ;  we  rather  admire  the  ingenuity  with 
which  the  writers  of  such  nonsense  seize  a  thread  of  truth 
and  weave  it  into  a  yard  of  illusive  fabric. 


IlinsettleD  (Slueatfons  In  ©tepenaino. 

By  J,  P.  Gilmour. 


I .EXCEPTIONS  to  certain  of  the  rules  of  dispensing  are  so 
J  numerous  that  it  k  often  difficult  to  distinguish  between 
breach  and  observance.  In  such  cases,  a  few  of  which  are 
described  below,  the  individual  dispenser  must  exercise  his 
commonsense  or  adopt  what  he  considers  to  be  the  least 
drastic  solution  of  the  problems  propounded. 

What  is  ? — The  gentleman  being  prepared  for  an 
examination,  or  recovering  from  one,  will  answer  glibly, 
"480  minims  or  grains."  But  while  it  is  the  practice,  if  this 
symbol  is  used  for  solids,  to  dispense  480  gr.,  there  are  many 
cases  in  which  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  that 
quantity  is  meant,  and  there  are  others  where  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  avoirdupois  ounce  is  intended.  Medical  men  with 
whom  I  have  discussed  the  point,  are  mostly  quite  unaware 
of  its  significance. 

Percentages. — The  B.P.  1898,  which  shows  continental 
influence  in  other  respects,  makes  a  compromise  as  to  the 
continental  method  of  weight  in  weight-percentages.  A 
true  percentage-mixture  of  solids,  liquids,  or  gases,  must 
always  be  by  weight.  But  considerations  of  convenience 
have  given  precedence  to  the  weight-in-volume  method.  The 
B.P.  innovation  makes  confusion  worse  confounded.  Another 
anomaly  which  occurs  in  dispensing  is  as  to  the  difference 
between  a  percentage  in  and  a  percentage  on.  The  following 
examples  illustrate  the  problem  :  — 

Zinci  oxid  20  per  cent. 

Adepis  benzoat.  ad   5j. 

Here  there  is  no  doubt.  We  take  96  gr.  of  the  oxide  and 
make  up  to  480  gr.  with  lard. 

Zinci  oxid  20  per  cent. 

Adipis  benzoat.    3j. 

What  is  the  correct  procedure  in  this  instance  1  Teachers 
of  pharmacy,  with  an  eye  to  the  vagaries  of  examiners,  call 
this  a  percentage  on,  and  hold  that  the  dispenser  ought  to 
add  the  96  to  the  480,  making  576  in  all.  I  submit  that  the 
interpretation  is  absurd.  I  have  enjoyed  special  facilities  of 
communicating  with  medical  men  about  this  obscurity,  and 
their  invariable  answer  has  been  that  they  mean  a  mixture 
containing  20  per  cent,  of  the  medicating  ingredient. 

Mixing  Powders.— -Which  is  the  more  workmanlike  and 
effective  way— to  mix  and  triturate  the  ingredients  in  a 
mortar,  or  to  conduct  that  operation  with  a  spatula  on  paper  1 
Mr.  Boa  is  all  for  paper  ;  other  equally  representative  phar- 
macists vow  that  the  mortar  is  the  thing.  There  is  some- 
thing to  be  said  for  both  methods.  For  small  quantities  of 
powders  mixing  with  a  spatula  on  paper  answers  well, 
especially  for  reducing  grit.  For  large  quantities  and 
for  crystalline  substances  it  is  quite  unsuitable. 

Should  Ointments  be  Mixed  on  a  Mortar  or  on  a  Slab  1— No 
arbitrary  line  ought  to  be  drawn.  Ointments  which  must 
be  stirred  till  cold,  or  with  which  fluids  have  to  be  incor- 
porated, are  usually  most  conveniently  mixed  in  a  mortar, 
but  in  two  cases  out  of  three  the  slab  is  the  cleaner  and 
more  expeditious  implement. 

Dissolving  Scale  Preparations— li  the  capacity  of  the 
bottle  has  been  ascertained,  and  the  salt  is  coarsely  powdered, 
ferri  et  ammon.  cit.  and  tartarated  iron  are  most  readily 
dissolved  by  being  sprinkled  on  to  the  surface  of  the  water, 
warmed  for  the  latter,  in  the  bottle,  with  agitation  after 
each  addition.  This  is  not  suitable  treatment,  however, 
for  ferri  et  quin.  cit.,  the  solution  of  which  froths  up  pro- 
fusely. If  spt.  chlorof.  or  any  spirituous  ingredient  is  to  be 
combined  with  the  solution,  this  does  not  matter,  since  the 
alcohol  will  rapidly  dissipate  the  froth. 

If  Six  Suppositories  are  Ordered  should  Material  for  Seven 
be  Used?— I  judge  the  view  put  forsvard  by  White  and 
Humphrey  ("  Pharmacopedia,"  page  485)  to  be  rational— viz., 
"  In  making  any  desired  number  of  suppositories,  say  six  or 
twelve,  it  is  necessary  to  mix  materials  for  one  or  two  extra, 
in  order  to  allow  for  the  inevitable  loss  in  manipulation." 

Finally,  let  it  be  clearly  understood  that,  however 
straitened  the  dispenser's  limits  of  discretion  may  be  as 
regards  interference  with  the  literal  instructions  of  the 
physician,  he  necessarily  enjoys  a  larger  licence  as  to 
his  dispensing  methods,  provided  always  that  he  does  his 
best  to  present  the  medicine  in  the  form  required. 
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Tests  for  Bile=pigmeiits. 

By  W.  Harrison  Martindale,  Ph.D. 


WE  are  confronted  in  urine-testing  with  a  large  number 
of  tests  associated  with  authors'  names,  and  we  fre- 
quently wish  we  could  point  with  certainty,  for  general 
routine-work,  to  one  or  two  tests  which  may  be  relied  upon 
as  delicate  and  infallible.  I  have  in  this  note  collected  the 
more  important  tests  for  bile-pigments,  and  have  endeavoured 
to  compare  their  merits.  My  results  have  been  obtained  by 
working  on  moderately  icteric  specimens,  which  have  from 
time  to  time  been  transmitted  to  my  laboratory  for  exami- 
nation. 

In  the  first  place,  I  need  hardly  mention  that  bilious 
urine  may  be  of  any  shade  of  colour,  varying  from  brown  to 
orange  yellow,  or  of  greenish  shade,  or  even,  in  marked 
cases  of  jaundice,  almost  black ;  and  an  individual  suffering 
from  jaundice  will  at  various  times  pass  urine  varying  in 
depth  of  colour  according  to  the  severity  of  his  condition. 
The  two  principal  bile-pigments  are  known  as  bilirubin 
(red)  and  j  biliverdin  (green).  The  last-mentioned  is  in 
reality  a  product  of  oxidation  of  bilirubin.  Normal  pig- 
ments— e.g.,  urobilin — may  at  times  be  excessive,  resulting 
in  a  darkening  of  colour,  which  will  lead  one  to  suspect  the 
presence  of  bile.  Or,  again,  drugs  such  as  rhubarb  will 
similarly  give  ground  for  suspicion.  There  is,  however,  a 
depth  of  colour  of  a  bilious  urine  which  is  very  convincing. 

To  avoid  pitfalls,  I  may  mention  Gerhardt's  test  for 
urobilin  as  employed  by  Von  Jaksch — this  is  said  to  give 
the  best  results. 

Urobilin. — A  chloroform  extract  of  the  specimen  should 
be  treated  with  solution  of  iodine  and  caustic  potash.  This 
produces  a  green  fluorescence,  or  an  amyl-alcohol  extractive 
is  treated  with  a  concentrated  alcoholic  ammoniacal  zinc- 
chloride  solution,  also  resulting  in  fluorescence.  This  solu- 
tion shows  a  typical  absorption-band  when  examined 
spectroscopically. 

The  tests  in  general  use  for  bile-pigments  are  interesting, 
though  the  results  of  my  experiments  lead  me  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  one  known  as  Gmelin's  test,  and  to  some 
extent  the  iodine-test  with  which  Rosin's  name  is  associated, 
are  the  only  ones  which  recommend  themselves  to  the 
pharmacist  for  rapid  application  and  reliability. 

Rosin's  Iodine-test  is  best  applied  by  "  layering"  a  dilute 
solution  of  iodine  in  alcohol  upon  the  specimen  under 
examination.  An  alcoholic  solution  of  iodine  is  much  to  be 
preferred  to  an  aqueous  one,  as  the  difference  in  sp.  gr.  of 
the  liquids  prevents  them  from  mixing.  If  bile-pigments 
be  present  a  green  ring  will  be  formed  at  the  juncture  of 
the  two  liquids.  On  testing  a  moderately  bilious  urine  the 
green  colour  is  most  characteristic,  but  on  dilution  with 
water  to  the  extent  of  1  of  urine  with  9  of  water  I  found 
that  the  green  ring  became  decidedly  uncertain. 

Von  Jaksch  mentions  Ultzmann's,  Huppert's,  Le  Nobel's, 
and  Ehrlich's  tests. 

Ultzmann's  Test  consists  in  treating  urine  with  strong 
potash  solution  (1  in  4)  and  then  adding  hydrochloric  acid. 
This  is  said  to  be  serviceable  if  the  amount  of  bile  is 
excessive ;  but  I  may  point  out  that  the  specimen  in  such 
a  case  is  easily  diluted  with  water,  and  the  nitric-acid  test 
may  then  be  applied  as  described  below.  Ultzmann's 
reagent  is  said  to  produce  an  emerald-green  colouration 
owing  to  oxidation  and  production  of  biliverdin,  but  the 
colour  I  obtained  in  several  applications  of  the  test  was  not 
as  typical  as  that  obtained  with  the  nitric-acid  test. 


Huppert's  Test  is  said  to  detect  the  merest  trace  of  bile 
Working  on  a  l-in-50  dilution  of  a  moderately  icteric  urine, 
I  proceeded  according  to  directions  to  treat  10  c.c.  with 
milk  of  lime,  then  to  filter  and  add  sulphuric  acid  and 
alcohol  to  the  precipitate.  Sufficient  sulphuric  acid  was 
added  to  render  acid,  and  the  mixture  was  boiled.  Accord- 
ing to  directions  the  precipitate  should  be  decolourised, 
and  the  liquid  should  assume  a  green  colour  if  bile  be 
present.  This  is  a  particularly  lengthy  test  with  no  marked 
advantage  over  the  nitric-acid  one.  I  was  unable  to  obtain 
a  green-coloured  liquid  in  working  with  a  l-in-50  dilution 
of  the  same  urine  as  is  referred  to  wherever  dilutions  are 
mentioned  in  this  paper.  Indeed,  I  did  not  obtain  a  very 
satisfactory  result  in  working  with  an  undiluted  urine. 

Ehrlich's  Test  consists  in  diluting  the  specimen  with  an 
equal  volume  of  dilute  acetic  acid  and  adding,  drop  by  drop, 
a  mixture  composed  of  sulphanilic  acid  1,  hydrochloric 
acid  15,  sodium  nitrite  01,  water  to  1,000.  A  dark  coloura- 
tion occurs  which  on  adding  glacial  acetic  acid  becomes  a 
characteristic  violet  colour.  Regarding  this  test,  I  found 
the  colouration  not  very  pronounced,  and  that  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  violet  colour  a  little  time  should  be  allowed 
to  elapse. 

Le  Nobel  states  that  dichroism  is  produced  by  mixing  the 
urine  of  jaundice  with  zinc  chloride  and  a  few  drops  of 
tincture  of  iodine,  but  with  this  test  I  must  confess  I  was 
not  very  successful. 

Gmelin's  Test. — In  the  application  of  this  the  text-books 
usually  recommend  one  to  pour  the  specimen  to  be  examined 
on  to  fuming  nitric  acid,  or  nitric  acid  containing  a  propor- 
tion of  nitrous  acid,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  same 
thing.  I  have  used  the  test  both  with  fuming  nitric  acid 
alone  and  with  commercial  nitrous  acid  alone  and  with  the 
ordinary  acid,  sp.  gr.  142,  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 
In  each  instance  the  typical  play  of  colours,  violet-ring  and 
green  colouration  due  to  oxidation  and  production  of 
biliverdin,  were  obtained.  The  disadvantage  I  find  of 
fuming  nitric  acid  is  that  it  may  produce  a  marked  evolu- 
tion of  gas  completely  upsetting  the  attempt  to  obtain  the 
ring  owing  to  the  liquids  mixing.  I  have  found  that  ordi- 
nary nitric  acid  gives  results  quite  equal  to  those  obtained 
with  fuming  nitric  acid  or  any  other  modification. 

In  order  to  test  the  delicacy  of  the  reaction  the  icteric 
urine  referred  to  above  was  diluted  with  water  and  the  tests 
repeated.  It  was  found  that  even  when  diluted  to  the 
extent  of  1  in  50  the  typical  green  colouration  could  be 
observed,  showing  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  test.  Various 
modifications  of  Gmelin's  test  have  been  suggested — for 
example,  placing  a  little  of  the  specimen  on  a  porous  disc 
(Dragendorff)  and  then  applying  nitric  acid,  or  pouring  the 
specimen  on  to  a  filter-paper  (Roscnbach)  and  testing  the 
paper  thus  stained,  with  nitric  acid — but  these  methods  seem 
unnecessary. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  complete  reliance  may  be  placed 
upon  Gmelin's  test,  using  ordinary  nitric  acid  and  watching 
for  the  production  of  the  green  colouration  due  to  the 
formation  of  biliverdin. 


This  old  Joke  is  from  the  Times  of  Tuesday,  January  18, 
1803  : — "  The  following  may  prove  a  tolerable  instance  of  French 
accuracy  in  translating  from  our  Language : — '  Apothecaries' 
Hall,'  according  to  them,  must  be  rendered,  Monsieur  Hall, 
I'AjJotliccaire;  or  in  other  words,  Mr.  Hall,  the  Apothecary." 

Lactocolle. — A  light,  white,  inodorous  and  insipid  powder, 
easily  dissolving  in  water,  and  making  a  solution  comparable  in 
appearance  to  the  white  of  egg.  It  is  a  nearly  absolutely  pure 
caserne.  It  is  used  in  the  clarification  of  wines,  alcoholic  liquors, 
&c,  and  is  said  to  have  great  power  in  this  direction, — National 
Druggist. 
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BelNitetal  fiDortars. 

By  Daniel  Davison,  Ph.C. 


THREE  years  ago  an  interesting  article  appeared  in  these 
columns  on  metal  mortars,  written  by  the  late  Miss 
Florence  Peacock.  A  more  complete  series  of  articles  by 
the  same  lady  was  contributed  to  the  Antiquary  of  1897. 
and  descriptions  of  mortars  in  the  possession  of  various 
collectors  appeared  in  all  the  articles.  It  was  a  striking 
fact  that  the  number  of  mortars  in  the  possession  of  any 
one  collector  was  small.  As  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  have 
collected  about  twenty  of  these  old  metal  mortars,  a  descrip- 
tion of  them  may  be  of  interest  to  brother  pharmacists.  It 
is  somewhat  surprising  that  one  has  not  heard  more  of 
chemists  as  collectors  of  these  ancient  adjuncts  to  their 
profession.  In  historic  pharmacies  one  hears  occasion- 
ally of  some  quaint  and  interesting  specimen  being  venerated 
as  testimony  to  the  date  of  the  establishment,  but  as 
collectors  pharmacists  are  rare.  It  is  more  than  likely  that, 
hidden  away  in  some  obscure  rural  pharmacy,  disguised  by 
accumulations  of  Venice  turpentine,  resin,  soft  soap,  and 
debris  of  an  agricultural  business,  specimen  mortars  of 
interest  and  value  exist.  It  was  the  discovery  of  a  mortar 
in  such  circumstances  which  first  started  me  in  collecting. 
I  had  purchased  as  a  branch-business  a  very  old-established 
pharmacy  in  a  Norfolk  market-town,  and  soon  found  that 
the  warehouse  was  a  delightful  hunting-ground  for  antiques. 
•  There  were  old  mottled  yellow  oval  gallon  and  2-gallon 
bottles,  with  the  greybeard  face  and  date  on  some  of  them  ; 
antique  green,  big-bellied,  carboy-shaped  glass  bottles  of 
about  4  pints  capacity ;  a  collection  of  the  old  black  gallon 
glass  bottles  of  sixty  to  eighty  years  ago  ;  a  box  full  of  old 
cupping-glasses,  which  puzzled  me  completely  until  their 
use  was  explained  by  an  old  medical  man  ;  and,  amongst 
other  things,  three  or  four  bell-metal  mortars.  The  last- 
named  were  covered  with  a  resinous  accumulation  from  years 
of  use  in  the  mixing  of  horse-medicines,  and  there  was 
little  to  interest  one  on  first  inspection.  After  some  amount 
of  judicious  scraping  and  subsequent  boiling  in  strong  soda 
solution,  some  outline  of  decoration  appeared,  and  finally  on 
the  mortar  fig.  1  the  date  1631  and  maker's  initials  were 
clearly  manifest.  The  pleasure  of  getting  such  a  splendid 
mortar  from  what  was  apparently  at  first  sight  quite  a  plain 
one,  its  age,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  a  part  of  my  own 
business  all  contributed  in  interesting  me  in  the  subject 
generally,  and  I  was  started  as  a  collector,  and  have  since 
secured  every  specimen  of  interest  which  has  come  in  my 
way — I  hasten  to  add,  at  a  price  within  the  means  of  a 
"  wielder  of  the  pestle." 

The  Antiquity  of  the  Mortar. 

From  time  immemorial  the  mortar  has  been  used  both  for 
domestic  purposes  and  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  The 
earliest  mention  of  mortars,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  in 
Proverbs  xxvii.  22  :  "  Though  thou  shouldst  bray  a  fool  in  a 
mortar  among  wheat  with  a  pestle  yet  will  not  his  foolish- 
ness depart  from  him."  This  marks  the  mortar  as  used  in 
preparation  of  corn  for  food.  Further  mention  is  made  in 
book  of  the  Maccabees.  Egypt— that  mother  of  records — 
as  usual  gives  her  testimony  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
mortar.  Amongst  her  ancient  stone  pictures  exist  cartings 
of  mortars  of  the  period,  and  they  are  not  at  all  unlike 
those  of  comparatively  recent  date  in  outline.  From 
Roman  remains — on  the  Continent  and  in  England — mortars, 
both  of  stone  and  earthenware,  have  been  taken ;  whilst 
at  Colchester  a  metal  mortar,  supposed  to  be  Roman,  has 


been  found.  On  the  continent  of  America  stone  mortars, 
as  u  sed  by  the  Indians  for  grinding  their  pigments,  have 
been  discovered  amongst  their  oldest  places  of  burial.  The 
reference  in  the  "  Book  of  Maccabees,"  is  to  the  pillage  of  the 
Temple  by  Antiochus  :  "  He  took  away  also  the  little  mortars 
of  gold"  [Douay  Version,  1  Maccabees  i.  23].  These  golden 
vessels  were  probably  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  incense, 
and  must  have  been  of  an  alloy,  as  otherwise  they  would 
have  been  too  soft  for  pounding-purposes.  Much  more 
evidence  could  be  brought  to  prove  the  antiquity  of  the 
mortar,  and  much  could  be  said  of  its  varieties  as  far  as 
composition,  shape,  and  varied  uses  are  concerned  ;  but  it  is 
with 

Mortars  Made  of  Bell-metal. 

that  I  wish  to  deal.  These  were  in  general  use  from  the 
Middle  Ages  until  the  nineteenth  century,  and  during  that 
period  were  as  much  used  in  ordinary  domestic  routine  as  in 
the  practice  of  pharmacy  or  medicine.  No  household  of 
position  was  complete  without  a  pestle  and  mortar  amongst 
its  household  gods.  The  lady  of  the  house  in  her  still-room 
prepared  the  essences  and  spices  used  in  food  and  also  the 
simples  used  in  medicine.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  than 
one  mortar  was  in  use  in  view  of  the  terrifying  nature  of 
some  of  the  medicines  in  vogue.  These  domestic  mortars, 
and  also  those  of  the  apothecaries,  were  made  by  the  bell- 
founders  of  the  period,  and  they  possess  the  varieties  of  tone 
exhibited  by  the  bells  themselves,  and  have  as  decoration 
the  various  private  marks  used  by  the  founders  in  their  bell- 
casting,  thus  affording  in  many  instances  evidence  of  the 
date  of  casting  when  no  date  is  affixed  to  the  mortar.  Silver 
must  have  been  used  in  the  composition  of  some  of  the  mortars 
in  my  collection  :  the  colour  of  metal  and  their  silver  tones 
when  struck  would  denote  its  use.  The  metal  value  of  these 
old  mortars  was  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  the  destruction  of 
many  of  them.  They  must  have  been  quite  common,  and 
now  they  certainly  are  getting  rare.  When  they  fell  into 
disuse  owing  to  the  introduction  of  grinding-machinery  they 
almost  naturally  fell  into  the  hands  of  dealers  of  old  metal, 
who  promptly  broke  them  up  or  disposed  of  them  to  bell- 
founders  for  recasting.  The  finest  English  mortar  known, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  St.  Mary's  Abbey,  York,  and  is 
now  in  the  York  Museum,  very  narrowly  escaped  destruction 
in  this  way.  It  was  actually  purchased  as  old  metal  for  the 
purpose  of  re-melting  by  a  Mr.  Rudder,  a  Birmingham  bell- 
founder,  in  1811,  but  the  beauty  of  the  mortar  and  its 
great  antiquity  (it  was  made  in  1308)  appealed  to  him,  and 
he  kept  it  from  the  furnace  and  presented  it  to  his  friend, 
Mr.  Blount,  an  eminent  Birmingham  surgeon  and  antiquary. 
After  his  death  it  was  sold  by  auction  in  1835,  and  purchased 
for  a  considerable  sum  by  Mr.  Kenrick,  who  restored  it  to  its 
place  amongst  the  Abbey's  other  remains  in  York  Museum. 

Many  of  the  mortars  in  the  possession  of  English  collectors 
are  of  Dutch  make,  and  date  from  the  seventeenth  century  ;  in 
fact,alargerjroportionof  the  domestic  mortars  used  in  England 
in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  must  have  come 
from  abroad,  probably  being  annexed,  or,  to  use  a  later  term, 
"  commandeered,"  by  English  soldiers  during  the  time  when 
Holland  and  the  Low  Countries  were  the  cockrjit  of  Europe. 
These  Flemish  or  Dutch  mortars  generally  rjossess  some 
inscription  or  motto  in  Latin  or  Low  Dutch,  and  often 
elaborate  decoration,  whilst  English-made  mortars  more 
usually  have  bell-founder's  marks  or  the  maker's  name,  and 
sometimes  the  name  or  initials  of  the  person  for  whom  the 
mortar  was  made.  They  are  not  so  highly  ornate,  but  more 
solidly  cast,  although  in  elegance  of  outline  and  bold  vigour 
of  lettering  or  ornament  they  are  more  attractive  than  the 
Dutch. 

The  Author's  Collection. 

Fig.  1  is  a  very  interesting  specimen  of  an  English  mortar, 
already  referred  to  as  the  first  in  my  collection.  It  is  in 
perfect  preservation  without  a  chip,  is  of  a  rich  antique 
bronze-green  colour,  is  6  inches  in  height,  7j  inches  across 
the  top,  and  weighs  llf  lbs.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain to  whom  the  initial  letters,  W  w  A,  apply,  and  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  from  any  reader  who  can  enlighten  me. 
I  have  searched  through  the  marks  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
bell-founders,, but  cannot  find  one  to  correspond  with  this. 
There  are  rather  curious  and  well-defined  merchants'  marks 
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in  the  form  of  threadlike  lines  between  the  initial  letters  ; 
similar  markings  are  on  a  mortar  belonging  to  the  Rev.  W.  C. 
Pearson,  of  Ipswich. 


Fit;.  1. — English  Mortar  (Front  and  Back  Views). 


The  mortar  fig.  2  is  the  largest  in  my  collection,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  fixtures  in  the  business  I  acquired  as  stated. 
It  is  not  inappropriate  to  term  it  a  fixture,  as  its  weight  is 
such  that  few  people  would  be  likely  to  carry  it  away.  It 
weighs  110  lbs.,  is  11  inches  in  height,  and  measures 
14  inches  across  the  top.  It  is  curious  in  that  it  was  cast 
in  two  pieces,  and  the  iron  band  was  put  on  in  the  mould. 
This  undoubtedly  accounts  for  it  being  in  such  excellent  con- 
dition, as  the  pounding  would  only  directly  affect  the  bottom 


Fig.  2.— English  Eighteenth-century  Mortar. 


section,  which  is  extremely  thick.  The  pestle  .belonging  to 
this  mortar  is  a  most  formidable  weapon.  The  apprentice 
who  filled  in  his  five  or  seven  years  with  daily  use  of  this 
would  have  required  no  further  physical  culture.  The 
decoration  is  by  no  means  a  common  one,  and  is  apparently 
flower  and  fruit  alternating  round  the  waist  of  mortar, 
and  trefoil  on  the  rim.  This  is  an  English  mortar ;  it  is 
not  dated,  but  in  decoration  and  shape  it  is  like  a  mortar 
belonging  to  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Pearson  which  is  dated  1719. 


ABC 

Fig.  3.— A,  Spanish  or  Portuguese  Mortar  ; 
B  and  C,  Dutch  Mortars. 

Fig.  3,  b,  is  a  very  fine  Dutch  mortar  ;  it  is  4f  inches  high 
and  5  inches  across  the  top,  and  weighs  4  lbs.  9  oz.    On  the 


band  below  the  rim  is  the  following  inscription  in  raised 
letters  : — 

SOLI  DEO  GLORIA  1627 

A  stop  in  the  form  of  a  rose  occurs  after  the  date.  Two 
bands  of  very  ornate  floral  decorations  and  two  quaint 
handles  complete  the  ornamentation  of  this  fine  mortar. 
The  handles  appear  to  be  formed  to  represent  a  fish  with 
widely  opened  jaws  closed  round  some  projection  from  the 
mortar. 

Fig.  3,  A,  is  a  Spanish  or  Portuguese  mortar.  It  is 
3|  inches  high,  4^  inches  across  the  top,  and  weighs 
3  lbs.  13  oz.,  being  very  heavy  for  so  small  a  mortar.  The 
)  grotesque  face  and  the  projecting  wings  are  a  form  of 
I  decoration  peculiar  to  continental  mortars ;  a  similar  speci- 
men is  in  Cambridge  Museum.  Fig  3,  c,  is  another  quaint 
and  pretty  Dutch  mortar,  unusually  small,  being  3£  inches 
high,  3|  inches  across  top,  and  weighing  2  lbs.  9  oz.  The 
shape  and  decoration  resemble  those  of  the  larger  Dutch 
mortar,  the  handles  being  the  two-headed  open-mouthed  fish. 
The  inscription  on  the  band  below  the  rim  is  : — 

LOF  GODT  VAN  AL  A0  1635 

This  motto,  meaning  "  Let  all  praise  God,"  is  often  found  on 
these  Flemish  or  Dutch  mortars. 

The  earliest-dated  mortar  in  my  collection  is  fig.  4,  A. 
It  is  a  beautiful  casting,  and  is  of  a  metal  superior  in  quality 


Fig.  4. — A,  Van  den  Ghien  Mortar  ;  B,  Sixteenth-century 
English  Mortar. 

and  tone  to  any  other  of  my  mortars.  It  is  4J  inches  high, 
5|  inches  across  the  top,  and  weighs  6  lbs.  1  oz.  It  was 
made  in  the  year  1581  by  Peter  van  den  Ghien,  a  celebrated 
bell-founder  of  Touvain,  as  the  following  inscription  in 
raised  Old  German  letters,  on  the  band  below  the  rim,  points 
out : — 

PETER  VAN  DEN  GHIEX.     ME  FECIT.  MCCCCCLXXXI 

The  ornamental  band  round  the  middle  is  very  curious  and 
rare — two  griffin-like  animals,  one  on  each  side  of  an  urn, 
and  a  garlanded  ram's  head  alternating.  This  mortar  was 
in  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Priest,  in  Parliament  Street, 
Westminster,  and  was  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Priest  when  his 
shop  was  demolished  in  the  widening  of  that  street  and 
building  of  Government  offices.  Fig.  4,  B,  is  an  English 
mortar,  curious  on  account  of  its  decoration  of  four  orna 
mental  panels,  depicting  a  grotesque  face,  like  that  on  the 
old  greybeard  stone  bottles,  crowned  with  trefoil,  and 
'  between  what  seem  to  be  two  anchors.  This  mortar,  though 
undated,  is  probably  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  is  a  nice 
casting.  It  weighs  3  lbs.  5  oz.,  is  4  inches  high,  and  5  inches 
across  the  top. 

Fig.  5,  A,  is  an  English  mortar,  interesting  in  that  it  has 
a  crowned  bust  of  Charles  II.  twice  repeated.  Several 
mortars  with  this  ornamentation  are  known,  but  I  know  of 
none  other  with  handles.  Although  rather  roughly  cast,  this 
mortar  is  in  perfect  preservation.  It  is  5  inches  high, 
6  inches  across  the  top,  and  weighs  7  lbs.  Fig.  5,  b,  is  a 
quaintly  shaped  English  mortar,  and  is  in  beautiful  con- 
dition. It  is  not  dated,  but  as  similar  decorations  are  found 
on  mortars  about  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  this  date 
may  approximately  be  assumed. 

There  are  four  ringed  medallions,  each  enclosing  a  stag's 
head,  and  two  of  the  most  curious  handles  I  have  ever  met 
with.    The  stag's  head  is  not  uncommon  in  early  mortars, 


174 


THE  CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


January  31,  1903 


but  handles  such  as  these  are  most  rare.  This  mortar  is 
4§  inches  high,  6  inches  across,  and  weighs  7  lbs. 

Excellent  examples  of  early  EDglish  mortars  are  shown  in 
fig.  6.  Their  decorations  are  peculiarly  those  of  our  own 
country,  and  are  the  earliest  to  be  found— i.e.,  the  crowned 


A  b 
Fig.  5. — A,  Chables  II.  Mobtab;  B,  English  Moktae 
[?  Sixteenth  Centuey]. 


Tudor  rose  and  the  fleur-de-lys.  The  shape  and  the  bands 
on  these  mortars  would  justify  one  in  assuming  that  they 
were  both  the  work  of  one  maker.  The  crowned  rose  is 
rather  worn  by  repeated  cleaning  and  rough  usage,  but  the 
fleur-de-lys  is  beautifully  cast  and  in  perfect  preservation. 
I  should  imagine  these  mortars  are  both  of  the  sixteenth 
century.    Fig.  6,  A,  is  5  inches  high,      inches  in  diameter, 


Fig.  6.— E ably  English  Mobtaes. 

and  weighs  4f  lbs.  Fig.  6,  B,  is  4  inches  high,  4g  inches  in 
diameter,  and  weighs  2  lbs.  14  oz.  In  the  next  illustration, 
fig.  7,  A,  is  not  a  metal  mortar,  but  its  rarity  makes  it  a 
curiosity  and  worthy  of  note.  It  is  made  of  slate,  is  roughly 
tooled  rather  than  carved,  and  has  four  solid  lip-like  projec- 
tions or  ears ;  it  is  very  regular  in  shape,  3§  inches  high,  and 
6|  inches  across.    It  conveys  the  impression  of  antiquity. 


Fig.  7. — A,  Slate  Mobtab  ;  B,  Silvee-alloy  Mobtab. 

Fig.  7,  B,  is  a  nice  mortar,  of  a  light-coloured,  silvery 
looking  metal,  and  is  peculiar  in  the  shape  of  its  handles, 
each  representing  a  closed  fist.  The  mortar  is  a  fine  shape, 
and  in  splendid  condition,  5  inches  high,  5f  inches  across 
the  top,  and  weighs  lbs. 

Fig.  8,  A,  is  a  very  nice  mortar  with  conventional  band  of 
shell  and  scroll  decoration ;  it  is  5§  inches  high,  6|  inches 
across  top,  and  weighs  11  lbs.  Fig.  8,  B,  is  a  foreign  mortar, 
probably  of  German  make — the  double-headed  eagle  crowned, 
six-pinioned  wings,  and  six-rayed  star  being  the  crest  or 


arms,  four  times  repeated.  I  have  a  similar  mortar  without 
handles.    Both  appear  to  be  very  old. 

I  have  altogether  twenty-three  mortars  in  my  collection. 


Fig.  8. —A,  Mobtab  with  Shell  and  Scboll  Band 
B,  German  Moetab. 


I  must  confess  to  being  more  of  a  collector  than  an  authority 
on  this  subject,  but  it  is  one  I  am  keenly  interested  in,  and  I 
should  like  to  compare  notes  with  any  fellow-collector  who 


Fig.  9. — Gboup  of  Handled  Moetabs  Containing  Theee 

NOT  FlGUEED. 

would  care  to  do  so,  and  should  value  any  information  given 
me. 

I  should  also  be  glad  to  correspond  with  any  reader  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  who  may  be  willing  to  give  me 
particulars  of  any  ornamental  bell-metal  mortars  of  which  he 
may  happen  to  know. 


AN   OLD   SHEFFIELD  DRUGGIST. 

Mr.  John  Austen,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Sheffield,  con- 
tributes to  the  Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph  two  columns  of 
interesting  extracts  from  the  diary  of  John  Acton,  an  old- 
time  Sheffield  druggist.  Acton  was  born  at  Wakefield  in 
1799,  and  went  to  Sheffield  as  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  George 
Hawksworth  in  1815.  He  afterwards  became  an  assistant 
to  Mr.  Geo.  Jervis,  then  went  to  Worksop  for  three  years, 
and  finally  started  in  business  in  Sheffield  in  1825.  A  good 
many  items  of  local  history  are  given,  but  the  following 
entries  about  the  influenza  epidemic  of  1837  are  of  wider 
interest : — 

January  25, 1837. — I  have  not  had  such  a  brisk  physic-trade  for 
years.  Nearly  every  house  in  Sheffield  is  visited  with  the 
influenza.  It  is  so  bad  in  Glasgow  that  many  shops  are  entirely 
closed  with  an  inscription  posted  on  the  shuts  intimating  that 
business  will  be  resumed  in  a  few  days.  Every  newspaper  I  look 
into  has  a  remedy  for  it.  Paregoric,  sweet  nitre,  and  ipecacuanha 
wine  are  all  the  go,  and  the  people  buy  freely,  and  I  daresay  they 
take  nearly  all  they  buy,  for  medicine  differs  materially  from 
nearly  every  other  commodity.  I  believe  I  have  a  touch  of  it 
myself.  All  I  have  taken  for  it  as  yet  is  a  little  theriaca  et 
butyrum  (treacle  and  butter). 

February  1. — I  am  so  very  busy  with  the  influenza  that  I  have 
had  time  for  nothing  else. 

February  4-. — I  saw  in  the  paper  a  most  alarming  account  of  the 
influenza  in  Sheffield  and  other  parts  of  England.  It  is  very  fatal 
both  here  and  elsewhere.  I  have  been  at  the  physic-business 
rather  better  than  twenty-one  years,  but  I  never  knew  half  such  a 
physic-trade  as  there  is  now. 
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Shellac. 

Its  Chemistry  and  Analysis. 

By  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  F.I.C. 

TOWAKDS  the  end  of  1901  an  issue  of  the  Agricultural 
Ledger  dealt  with  "Lac  and  the  Lac  Industries,"  by 
Dr.  George  Watt,  the  reporter  on  economic  products  to  the 
Government  of  India.  One  chapter  of  this  pamphlet  is 
devoted  to  the  heading  "  Chemistry,''  and  is  by  Mr.  David 
Hooper.  I  had  intended  at  the  time  to  place  on  record 
a  criticism  of  this  portion  of  what  should  be  a 
standard  work,  but  decided  to  wait  until  I  was  in  a  better 
position  to  deal  with  the  whole  subject  of  lac  by  means  of 
a  thorough  examination  of  a  series  of  reliable  samples. 
During  the  past  twelve  months  I  have  done  considerable 
work  in  this  direction,  and  this  paper  records  the  results. 

Mr.  Hooper,  in  the  pamphlet  referred  to,  gives  scanty 
information  considering  the  enormous  amount  of  adultera- 
tion to  which  shellac  is  subjected.  On  page  298  we  read  as 
follows : — 

Adulteration  of  Shellac. — The  most  usual  adulterant  o£  shellac 
is  pine  resin  or  rosin,  which,  on  account  of  many  of  its  properties 
being  similar,  is  difficult  to  detect.  An  experienced  dealer  may 
recognise  the  odour  of  rosin  by  breaking  the  sample  in  the  palm 
of  the  hand,  but  the  proportion  can  only  be  estimated  by  the 
use  of  solvents  or  by  taking  the  sp.  gr.  Ether  and  petroleum 
ether  dissolve  rosin  completely,  while  they  have  only  a  partially 
solvent  action  upon  lac.  Dr.  Julius  Wiesner  has  suggested  a 
process  for  separating  these  substances  based  on  the  difference 
of  their  densities.  A  solution  of  common  salt  or  sugar  is  made 
up  to  the  density  of  1'08  to  1'09  at  15°  C.  Eesin  floats,  while 
shellac  falls  to  the  bottom  of  such  a  liquid.  The  sample  is  finely 
powdered  and  shaken  briskly  with  the  solution,  which  is  then 
allowed  to  stand  for  some  time.  The  liquid,  along  with  the 
floating  resin,  is  decanted,  and  the  deposited  shellac  is  washed 
and  weighed  to  ascertain  the  proportion  in  the  mixture. 

This  quotation  is  the  portion  of  the  chapter  which  deals 
with  the  analysis  of  shellac,  although  it  purports  to 
treat  of  the  chemistry  of  the  product.  To  the  statements 
contained  in  these  dozen  lines  I  have  the  following  excep- 
tions to  take  :  It  is  said  that  rosin  is  difficult  to  detect  in 
shellac.  This  is  quite  incorrect.  As  little  as  5  per  cent,  of 
rosin  in  shellac  can  be  detected  with  ce  rtainty.  Again,  it  is 
absurd  to  say  that  an  experienced  dealer  can  detect  rosin  by 
its  smell  on  breaking  the  shellac  in  the  palm  of  the  hand. 
Perhaps  this  might  be  true  in  cases  where  one  is  dealing 
with  an  enormous  amount  of  rosin  in  the  product,  but  with 
moderate  quantities  it  is  not  so.  The  appearance  and 
fracture  of  the  sample  afford  the  experienced  dealer  far 
more  information  than  its  odour.  "  The  proportion,"  we  are 
told,  "  can  only  be  estimated  by  the  use  of  solvents  or  by 
taking  the  sp.  gr."  This  statement  is  incorrect  in  a  double 
sense — firstly,  the  percentage  of  rosin  cannot  be  even 
approximately  determined  by  the  use  of  solvents  or  by 
sp.  gr. ;  secondly,  there  are  several  methods  by  which  fairly 
accurate  determinations  of  the  rosin  can  be  made,  depending 
on  definite  chemicalprinciples.  The  questions  of  solvents 
and  sp.  gr.  are  referred  to  later.  The  "  process  "  to  which 
Wiesner's  name  is  attached  is  hardly  worth  serious  discus- 
sion. It  involves  the  impossible  assumption  that  one  can 
powder  a  melted  mixture  of  shellac  and  rosin  in  such  a  way 
as  to  entirely  dissociate  the  particles  of  the  two  bodies  to 
allow  these  of  one  to  sink  and  those  of  the  other  to  swim.  If 
the  separation  of  the  constituents  of  a  "  solid  solution  '" 
were  possible,  other  conditions  would  arise  (such  as  surface 
and  capillary  action  in  the  case  of  very  fine  particles)  which 
would  render  any  such  method  of  separation  very  dubious. 

Passing  to  the  discussion  of  certain  published  statements 
in  regard  to  the  analysis  of  shellac  which  are  untenable,  I 
shall  note  them  in  their  order. 


Qualitative  Methods  of  Detecting  Kosin. 
Two  methods  involving  colour-reaction  for  the  detection 
of  rosin  have  been  suggested  and  used — one  depending  on 
empirical  and  the  other  on  rational  principles.  The  former 
is  any  one  of  the  variations  of  the  Storch-Morawski  reaction, 
depending  on  the  fact  that  rosin  dissolved  in  acetic  anhy- 
dride gives  a  more  or  less  fugitive  blue-violet  to  violet  colour 
with  a  drop  of  strong  sulphuric  acid.  I  have  tried  this 
reaction  on  a  very  large  number  of  samples,  and  find  it  very 
useful  for  confirmatory  purposes,  giving  a  clear  indication 
with  8  per  cent,  of  rosin  in  a  shellac.  The  second  reaction 
depends  on  the  solubility  of  metallic  salts  of  the  acids  of 
rosin  in  solvents  such  as  petroleum  ether.  As  published,  this 
test  is  as  follows  : — 

Powder  the  shellac,  and  rub  it  for  some  time  with  petroleum 
ether.  Shake  the  filtered  petroleum  ether  with  a  little  water 
containing  a  trace  of  copper  acetate,  and  allow  the  ether  to  rise 
to  the  surface.  If  rosin  is  present  the  petroleum  ether  will  be 
coloured  emerald-green,  but  in  its  absence  will  be  quite  colour- 
less. 

I  find  this  test  works  well  with  samples  containing  a  large 
proportion  of  rosin,  such  as  30  or  40  per  cent.,  but  frequently 
gives  no  indication  with  samples  containing  from  10  to 
20  per  cent,  of  rosin.  This  appears  to  be  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  fused  mixture  of  rosin  and  shellac,  consisting  chiefly 
of  shellac,  cannot  be  reduced  to  a  powder  which  exposes  the 
rosin  well  to  the  action  of  the  solvent.  The  protective 
coating  of  shellac  keeps  the  rosin  from  being  attacked,  so 
that  none  is  dissolved  by  the  petroleum  ether.  I  find,  how- 
ever, that  this  difficulty  can  be  obviated,  and  5  per  cent,  of 
rosin  can  be  detected  with  certainty,  by  the  following  modi- 
fication of  the  test.  Instead  of  powdering  the  shellac  and 
then  attempting  to  attack  it  with  the  rosin  solvent,  the 
shellac  is  first  dissolved  in  a  little  alcohol  and  poured  into 
water.  It  is  thus  precipitated  in  a  fine  impalpable  powdery 
condition,  and  can  be  collected  and  dried  on  filter-paper, 
when  it  easily  yields  sufficient  rosin  to  the  petroleum-ether 
to  form  a  copper  salt  soluble  in  that  solvent.  It  does  so 
when  the  sample  contains  as  little  as  5  per  cent,  of  the 
adulterant. 

Quantitative  Methods  Suggested. 
Of  these  the  use  of  such  solvents  as  petroleum  ether  or 
ordinary  ether,  both  of  which  only  dissolve  a  very  small 
amount  of  shellac,  whilst  they  dissolve  practically  the  whole 
of  the  rosin,  is  a  common  suggestion.  The  remarks  made 
above,  in  reference  to  the  failure  of  the  copper-test,  apply 
here,  and  are  confirmed  by  a  series  of  experiments  on  samples 
prepared  in  the  laboratory  by  carefully  fusing  definite 
quantities  of  the  two  bodies  and  treating  them  with  the 
solvents. 

Specific  Gravity. 
The  only  remark  I  have  to  make  as  to  this  as  a  guide  is 
that  the  limits  of  the  specific  gravities  of  the  two  resins  are 
far  too  narrow  to  allow  the  specific  gravity  of  the  fusion  to 
be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  quantitative  composition  of 
the  mixture. 

Proved  Methods  of  Analysis. 
The  methods  of  analysis  which  a  long  series  of  experi 
ments  has  shown  to  be  reliable  and  fitted  for  general  work 
are  now  dealt  with.    Of  these  the  first  and  most  generally 
useful  is  the  determination  of  the  iodine-absorption,  which 
yields  as  accurate  results  as  can  possibly  be  obtained  with 
so  complicated  a  mixture.    But  one  is  first  brought  face  to 
1  face  with  a  grave  practical  difficulty.     What  are  we  to 
;  regard  as  the  true  constants  for  the  individual  resins,  so  as 
j  to  enable  us  to  calculate  the  percentage  composition  when 
we  have  determined  the  iodine-value  of  the  sample  1  Figures 
j  about  20  to  30  for  shellac  have  been  repeatedly  published 
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whilst  an  average  of  125  is  admitted  for  rosin.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  figures  like  20  to  30  for  shellac  are 
valueless,  because  they  have  been  obtained  from  samples  of 
commercial  shellac,  the  great  majority  of  which  are  adulte- 
rated.   After  an  experience  with  some  hundreds  of  samples, 

I  can  confidently  place  the  average  value  for  the  iodine- 
absorption  of  pure  shellac  at  about  8  to  9  per  cent.  I  have 
never  met  with  a  pure  sample  which  yielded  a  figure  over 

II  per  cent.,  except  in  the  case  of  arsenical  lacs,  which 
appear  to  sometimes  reach  14  per  cent.  No  doubt  the 
presence  of  orpiment  affects  the  iodine-value  slightly.  I 
have  not  been  content  with  procuring  samples  whose  origin 
I  could  trace  with  the  greatest  confidence,  but  I  have,  largely 
through  the  good  offices  of  Messrs.  Angelo  Brothers,  worked 
on  samples  prepared  from  the  original  stick  and  seed  lacs, 
where  adulteration  was  prohibited  from  the  nature  of  the 
samples.  The  following  table  gives  the  iodine-values  of 
thirty  samples  of  pure  lac,  and  the  second  table  gives  the 
same  values  for  a  series  of  commercial  samples,  every  one  of 
which  gave,  in  addition  to  abnormal  iodine-values,  the  two 
qualitative  reactions  for  rosin  : — ■ 

Iodine-absorption  of  Pure  Lacs. 

Per  cent.  | 
Button  lac  (origin  known) 


Orange  lac  (origin  kno 


vn) 


7-8 
86 
7-9 

7-  5 

8-  7 

9-  6 

8-  0 
11-0 

9-  1 
94 

10  0 
8-0 

10-2 
8-1 

10-1 
7-6 
89 


Stick    lac  (freed 
fibres,  &c.) 


Seed  lac  (Assam) 
„  (Kushmi) 
„  (Assam) 
„  (Bysaki) 
»  (Pegu) 
,,  (Kushmi) 


Per  cent, 
from 
...  7-9 


76 

7-  9 

8-  6 
84 

7-  3 
8'6 

8-  1 

7-  9 

8-  6 

10-  9 

11-  0 

9-  7 


These  samples  show  limits  of  7  5  per  cent,  to  11  per  cent., 
with  a  mean  of  8  8  per  cent.  For  the  purposes  of  calcula- 
tion, therefore,  the  value  of  9  per  cent,  may  safely  be  used. 
My  figures  for  the  iodine-value  of  rosin  are  in  agreement 
with  those  usually  accepted,  and  the  low  price  of  rosin  is 
sufficient  to  protect  it  from  adulteration,  so  that  all  the 
published  figures  are  in  good  agreement.  As  a  mean  of 
numerous  determinations,  I  take  125  per  cent,  as  a  fair 
average,  and  use  that  figure  for  calculation. 

The  second  table  gives  the  observed  figures  for  commercial 
adulterated  samples.  These  samples  contained  from  about 
8  to  50  per  cent,  of  added  rosin.  The  latter  figure  is  some- 
what alarming,  and  is  rare,  but  is  sometimes  found  : — 

Iodine- absorption  of  Commercial  Lacs. 


Garnet 


Orange 


Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

...  21-3 

Orange   

...  273 

...  22-7 

...  25-9 

...  23-3 

j)  ■■■ 

...  22-4 

...  18-6 

n          "'  '" 

...  26-5 

...  19-6 

Low-grade  button 

...  61-5 

...  227 

Common  button  ... 

...  31-3 

...  35-9 

Pine  button 

...  19-3 

...  31-5 

Common  button  ... 

...  35-8 

...  20-3 

Button   

...  64-0 

...  29'7 

Common  button  . . . 

...  61-0 

...  17-4 

Low-grade  button 

...  36-2 

...  25-4 

Dark  button 

...  33'6 

...  35-8 

Button   

...  45-8 

...  23-5 

...  55-4 

...  19'8 

„ 

...  453 

...  23-5 

Blocky   

...  36-3 

...  18-3 

German  made 

...  23'7 

...  38-5 

if  » 

...  19-8 

quantities  of  pure  shellac  and  rosin.  The  average  loss  on 
fusion  was  2  5  per  cent.,  so  that  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  composition  of  a  fused  mixture  is  never  identical  with 
the  calculated  percentage  from  the  amounts  of  the  in- 
gredients used  for  the  fusion.  The  results  of  these  fusions 
are  tabulated,  giving  the  amount  of  rosin  used  in  the  fusion 
and  the  amounts  found  by  using  the  iodine-figures  of  9  and 
125  for  shellac  and  rosin  respectively : — 


Rosin  used. 
13-5 
22-4 
22-5 
37-3 
18-0 
33'5 
318 


Rosin  found. 
12-9 
20-0 
20-4 
36-4 
16-1 
35-4 
29-4 


Rosin  used.    Rosin  found. 


11-5 

5-9 
176 
52-6 
25  4 
26-5 
15-4 


83 
4-4 
17-5 
48-2 
22-8 
256 
13-8 


In  order  to  check  the  value  of  the  iodine-determination,  I 
made  up  a  series  of  samples  by  fusing  carefully  definite 


The  above  results  prove  conclusively  that  approximately 
accurate  results  can  be  easily  obtained  by  the  iodine-process. 

Acid  and  Ester  Values  op  Shellac  and  Rosin. 
I  have  made  a  large  number  of  determinations  of  these 
figures,  and  my  averages  confirm  the  already  published 
figures  of  the  few  reliable  samples  I  have  been  able  to  trace. 
The  average  acid-number  for  pure  shellac  is  about  60, 
whilst  for  rosin  it  is  about  165.  The  ester-value  for  shellac 
is  about  150,  and  for  rosin  is  from  practically  0  to  about  6. 
With  dark-coloured  samples,  and  on  account  of  the  natural 
colour  which  shellac  yields  when  combined  with  alkalies,  the 
reading  of  the  end-reaction  in  titration  is  so  difficult  as 
frequently  to  lead  to  erroneous  results.  In  all  cases  I  have 
found  it  to  be  advantageous  to  run  in  excess  of  alkali  and 
titrate  back  with  acid.  As  the  limit  figures  for  the  two 
resins  are,  in  the  case  of  the  acid-value,  far  nearer  than  the 
iodine-figures,  they  do  not  afford  nearly  so  useful  a  basis 
of  calculation  as  do  the  latter,  apart  from  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  correct  results.  However,  both  the  acid  and  the 
ester  values  are  useful  checks  in  determining  the  value  of  a 
given  sample  of  shellac. 

Another  Method 
which  I  have  worked  out,  and  which  gives  very  useful 
approximate  results  and  invariably  confirms  the  iodine-deter- 
mination, depends  on  the  principle  suggested  by  Gladding 
and  Twitchell  for  the  separation  of  fatty  and  rosin  oils.  It 
is  as  follows  : — 

About  0'5  gram  of  the  sample  is  dissolved  in  the  smallest 
possible  quantity  of  alcohol,  and  is  then  just  neutralised  with 
alcoholic  potash,  as  indicated  by  phenolphthalein.  This  alcoholic 
solution  of  the  potash  salts  of  the  shellac  and  resin  acids, 
together  with  the  neutral  constituents  of  the  shellac,  is  then 
poured  into  about  100  c.c.  of  water  in  a  separator.  To  the 
solution  there  is  next  added  about  0-5  gram  of  silver  nitrate 
dissolved  in  a  little  water.  This  causes  the  precipitation  of  the 
silver  salts  of  the  two  series  of  acids.  Of  these  the  resin-acid 
silver  salts  are  soluble  in  ether,  whilst  the  reverse  is  the  case  with 
the  shellac-acid  salts.  Two  extractions  with  ether  suffice  _  to 
remove  the  silver  salts  of  the  resin  acids.  The  ethereal  solution 
is  filtered  with  the  usual  precautions  and  transferred  to  a  fresh 
separator,  and  thoroughly  washed  with  three  fresh  quantities  of 
water  to  ensure  the  complete  removal  of  excess  of  silver  nitrate. 
The  washed  ethereal  solution  is  now  treated  with  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  well  shaken.  This  decomposes  the  silver  salts, 
forming  silver  chloride,  which  for  the  most  part  settles  at  the 
junction  of  the  liquids  and  free  resin  acids  which  remain  dissolved 
in  the  ether.  After  thorough  washing  with  water,  the  ethereal 
solution  is  filtered  and  evaporated  in  a  tared  dish,  and  dried  to 
constant  weight. 

There  are  several  sources  of  error  in  this  process,  which 
only  yields  approximate  results,  but  except  in  the  case  of 
shellac  adulterated  with  very  small  amounts  of  rosin,  they 
are  sufficiently  accurate  to  afford  an  excellent  confirmation 
of  the  results  obtained  by  the  iodine-absorption  method. 
The  chief  source  of  error  is  due  to  the  fact  that  shellac 
yields  a  little  to  ether.  An  absolutely  pure  sample  of  shellac, 
with  an  iodine-absorption  of  78  per  cent.,  was  treated  in  the 
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above-described  manner.  The  ether  took  up  a  small  amount 
of  soluble  matter,  but  on  addition  of  the  hydrochloric  acid 
no  precipitate  of  silver  chloride  was  obtained :  hence  the 
silver  salts  of  the  shellac  acids  are  practically  insoluble  in 
ether,  the  soluble  substance  being  a  portion  of  the  neutral 
constituents  of  shellac.  In  this  special  experiment,  0  315 
gram  of  shellac  was  used,  and  0  015  gram  obtained.  In 
another  experiment  0  52  gram  yielded  0  019  gram,  so  that 
for  samples  adulterated  with  small  quantities  of  rosin  the 
error  is  too  large  to  allow  of  fair  deductions  being  drawn. 
The  fact  that  rosin  contains  a  small  quantity  of  bodies 
which  are  not  acids  may  possibly  give  rise  to  another  source 
of  error,  but  if  so  it  can  only  be  a  very  small  one,  for 
probably  the  non-acid  bodies  are  of  an  anhydride  character, 
and  become  converted  into  acids  eventually.  At  all  events, 
the  process  gives  very  useful  results,  as  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing examples.  Mixtures  were  made  up  containing  known 
quantities  of  rosin,  and  analysed  with  the  following  results  : — 

Added.  Found. 

25    per  cent,  rosin  ...  28-4  per  cent,  rosin 

40             „  ...  43 

47-9          „  ...  50-2 

47-5          „  ...  505 

In  order  to  check  the  accuracy  of  the  results  obtained, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  correct  for  the  amount  of  shellac 
dissolved  by  the  ether,  the  iodine-value  of  the  dry  rosin 
obtained  may  be  taken.  In  four  experiments  the  values 
were  118  per  cent.,  121  per  cent.,  116  5  per  cent.,  and 
1158  per  cent.  These  figures  confirm  the  fact  that  the 
residue  from  the  ethereal  solution  is  not  quite  pure  rosin, 
but  at  the  same  time  they  show  that  it  is  so  nearly  so  as  to 
be  approximately  a  correct  determination. 

After  a  long  series  of  experiments  with  a  very  large  number 
of  samples,  I  can  say  with  confidence  that  the  quantitative 
determination  of  rosin  in  shellac  can  be  made  with  a  close 
degree  of  accuracy. 

Chemistry  of  Shellac. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  too  much  to  say  that  the  numerous  re- 
searches— mostly  of  early  date — which  have  been  undertaken 
in  order  to  settle  the  question  of  the  constitution  of  shellac 
are  scarcely  justified  by  the  amount  of  information  that  they 
hatfe  disclosed.  After  reading  the  work  of  Hatchett,  Funk, 
John,  Berzelius,  Buchner,  Unverdorben,  Marquart,  Hirsch- 
sohn,  Williams,  Benedikt,  Ehrlich,  Ulzer,  and  Defris,  one  is 
driven  to  the  conclusion  that  very  little  of  a  definite  nature 
is  disclosed  by  any  of  them.  John  and  Unverdorben  were 
amongst  the  earliest  to  experiment  with  shellac,  and  the 
latter  gave,  in  1828,  the  following  as  its  constituents  :  (1) 
A  resin  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether ;  (2)  a  resin  soluble  in 
alcohol  but  not  in  ether;  (3)  a  resinous  body  slightly 
soluble  in  cold  alcohol ;  (4)  a  crystalline  resin ;  (5)  wax ; 
(6)  insect-fat,  consisting  of  oleic  and  stearic  acids;  (7) 
laccine,  a  brown  extractive ;  and  (8)  a  colouring-matter.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  quote  other  earlier  writers  on  the  subject, 
as  the  information  they  give  is  scarcely  more  valuable  than 
that  just  mentioned. 

In  1888  Benedikt  and  Ulzer  examined  shellac,  but  so  far 
as  the  resin  itself  is  concerned  no  great  advance  was  made. 
They,  however,  isolated  the  natural  wax  of  shellac,  and  found 
it  melted  at  59°  to  60°  C,  and  consisted  of  a  mixture  of 
about  50  per  cent,  of  free  alcohols,  chiefly  myricyl  and  ceryl 
alcohols,  and  50  per  cent,  of  esters  of  these  alcohols  with 
stearic,  palmitic,  and  oleic  acids.  The  chemistry  of  lac  dye 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  several  workers,  but  it  is  only 
necessary  to  mention  that  Schmidt  has  practically  settled 
that  its  principal  constituent  is  laccainic  acid  (C^H^O,,). 

The  most  modern  and  reliable  researches  on  the  chemistry 
of  shellac  are  those  of  Tschirch  and  Farner.    After  freeing 


the  shellac  from  wax  and  colouring-matter,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  extraneous,  they  dissolved  the  resinous  matter 
in  strong  alcohol  and  precipitated  it  from  this  solvent  by 
pouring  it  into  water  acidified  with  a  little  hydrochloric 
acid.  The  resin  falls  in  light  brownish  flakes,  and  was 
found  to  be  quite  free  from  nitrogen  and  sulphur.  It  is 
easily  soluble  in  alcohol,  alkalies,  acetone,  acetic  acid,  and 
amyl  alcohol,  and  partially  soluble  in  acetic  ether,  ether, 
benzene,  toluene,  and  chloroform,  but  not  in  petroleum  ether. 
The  amount  of  purified  resin  thus  obtained  was  745  percent, 
of  that  taken  in  the  crude  state  of  stick  lac.  This  purified 
resin  they  again  dissolved  in  an  equal  weight  of  alcohol,  and 
whilst  warm  the  alcoholic  solution  was  poured  into  ten  times 
its  volume  of  ether.  A  portion  of  the  resin  was  precipitated 
as  a  dark  mass.  On  page  295  of  the  Agricultural  Ledger 
referred  to  Mr.  David  Hooper  describes  this  purified  resin  as 
"  devoid  of  acid  properties."  On  reference  to  Tschirch's 
original  description  I  find  the  following  textually  given  : — - 

Wir  sind  daher  wohl  berechtigt  anzunehmen,  dass  der  aus  dera 
Aether  in  die  Soda  iibertretend  Antheil  hauptsachlich  aua  freien 
hoheren  Fettsiiuren  besteht. 

With  the  well-known  acid  properties  of  shellac,  and  the  fact 
that  the  above  statement  is  clearly  made,  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  Mr.  Hooper  could  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  resin  is  devoid  of  acid  properties. 

On  separating  the  portion  of  the  purified  resin  which  was 
precipitated  by  ether,  it  was  fully  examined  by  Tschirch, 
who  found  it  to  consist  of  65  per  cent,  of  the  purified  resin. 
It  was  further  purified  by  a  second  solution  in  alcohol,  and 
reprecipitation  by  water  containing  a  little  acid.  It  then 
formed  a  yellowish-white  powder  insoluble  in  ether,  but 
soluble  in  alcohol,  and  neutral  in  reaction.  This  portion  of 
the  resin  appears  to  be  the  true  ester  portion  of  the  shellac. 

After  suitable  saponification,  an  acid  was  obtained  which 
was  converted  into  its  magnesium  salt,  which  was  dissolved 
in  hot  water,  the  solution  acidified,  and  the  resulting  acid 
purified  by  recrystallisation  from  alcohol.  The  acid  so  ob- 
tained melted  at  1015°  C,  solidifying  to  a  waxy  mass,  and 
crystallising  from  alcohol  containing  a  little  water  in 
rhombic  leaflets,  or  from  water  or  chloroform  in  needles 
From  100  grams  of  the  ester  resins  15  grams  of  pure  acid 
was  obtained.  The  mean  of  four  analyses  gave  the  following 
results : — 

Found  Calculated  for  C^H^O^ 

Carbon       ...    63'49  per  cent.  63'45  per  cent. 

Hydrogen    ...    10'52  per  cent.  10'56  per  cent. 

A  molecular-weight  determination  with  phenol  as  the 
solvent  gave  202  and  217,  the  above  formula  requiring  246. 
The  acid  was,  therefore,  found  not  to  be  identical  with  the 
azelaic  acid  obtained  by  the  oxidation  of  shellac,  which 
melts  at  106°  C.  and  has  the  formula  09H1S04.  The  new 
acid  has  been  named  "  aleuritic  acid "  by  Tschirch.  It 
dissolves  in  hot  water,  alcohol,  ether,  acetone,  ammonia, 
and,  on  warming,  in  acetic  ether,  benzene,  toluene,  chloro- 
form, and  alkalies.  It  is  insoluble  in  petroleum  ether  and 
carbon  bisulphide.  It  appears  to  be  monobasic,  forming  a 
potassium  salt  of  the  formula  C13H2;>K01.  The  magnesium, 
lead,  and  barium  salts  were  prepared  and  analysed,  and  all 
the  results  agreed  with  the  formula  above  given.  These 
salts,  however,  are  acid  salts  with  one  molecule  extra  of 
acid.  Tschirch  considers  it  probable  that  aleuritic  acid  is 
dioxy-tridecylic  acid,  which  is  in  accordance  with  all  its 
properties  and  would  easily  explain  its  conversion  into 
azelaic  acid  on  oxidation,  according  to  the  following 
scheme : — 

CH3.CH2.CH3.CH(OH).(CH.J7.CH(OH).COOH  +  30 
Aleuritic  acid 
=  HOOC.(CH2)7.COOH  +  CH5.CH2.CHj.COOH  +  H20 
Azelaic  acid  Butyric  acid 
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The  alcoholic  constituent  of  Jthe  esters  of  shellac,  forming 
the  remaining  portion  of  thejsaponification-products,  could 
not  be  separated  in  a  state  of  purity,  so  that  a  proper  exa- 
mination has  hitherto  been  impossible.  It  is  possibly  a 
resinotannol,  which  would  mean  that  the  esters  are  in  the 
main  the  aleuritic  esters  of  a  resinotannol. 

The  portion  of  the  original  purified  resin  which  was  not 
precipitated  by  ether  was  also  examined,  and  the  ethereal 
solution  on  being  extracted  with  a  dilute  soda  solution 
yielded  some  of  the  colouring-matter  and  a  mixture  of  acids 
which  are  apparently  higher  fatty  acids,  and  certainly  not 
ordinary  resin  acids. 

Of  the  colouring-matter,  which  Tschirch  terms  "  ery- 
throlaccin,"  little  need  be  said,  as  it  is  hardly  part  of  the 
resin  proper.  It  is  interesting,  however,  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  it  appears  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  lac-dye 
colour,  but  to  be  the  body  to  which  the  lac  owes  its  normal 
colour.  It  forms  about  1  per  cent,  of  the  purified  rosin.  It 
dissolves  in  most  organic  solvents,  and  imparts  a  violet 
colour  to  alkalies,  which  accounts  for  the  difficulty  in  getting 
an  accurate  reading  in  the  titration  of  thejresin  for  free  acids 
or  in  determining  the  esters. 

Passing  on  to  the  so-called  liquid  shellac  of  Benedikt 
over  which  some  discussion  has  arisen,  I  may  state  that  this 
body  appears  to  be  little  else  than  ordinary  shellac  hydro- 
lysed  and  retaining  a  considerable  amount  of  water.  It  is 
prepared  by  saponifying  shellac,  thus  decomposing  the 
esters,  and  making  the  resulting  product  a  mixture  of  free 
acids  and  alcohols.  The  saponification-mass  is  then  treat  ed 
with  sulphuric  acid,  when  about  70  per  cent,  of  a  viscou  s 
liquid  is  precipitated.  Benedikt  states  that  the  product  is 
then  purified  by  means  of  its  magnesium  salt,  but  this 
entirely  neglects  the  presence  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
free  alcohols.  He  ventures  on  the  impossible  formula 
C46H;2012,  but  an  examination  of  his  work  suggests  nothing 
fresh  that  will  throw  any  light  on  the  question. 

A  few  words  in  conclusion  on 

Bleached  Shellac. 
Although  many  processes  have  been  suggested  for  the 
preparation  of  this,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  only  one  is  used  to 
any  extent  on  a  practical  scale.  This  process  is  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  original  one  proposed  by  Willstein,  omitting  the 
alcohol,  which  is  as  unnecessary  as  it  is  expensive.  The 
shellac  is  dissolved  in  a  suitable  alkaline  solvent  and  treated 
with  chlorinated  lime.  An  alkaline  carbonate  being  used, 
the  lime  eventually  settles  as  carbonate,  and  the  full  action 
of  the  hypochlorite  of  soda  in  solution  is  exerted.  The 
solution  is  treated  with  sulphuric  acid,  which  precipitates 
the  shellac  in  a  nearly  colourless  form.  Bleached  shellac 
retains  a  large  quantity  of  water,  even  when  in  a  quite  hard 
state.  It  probably  retains  some  chlorine,  which  would  en- 
tirely vitiate  any  method  of  analysis  depending  on  an  iodine- 
estimation  ;  but  the  presence  of  rosin  in  bleached  shellac  is 
easy  to  detect,  and  an  approximate  determination  of  it  can 
V>e  made. 


H  Xonoon  ©ne^borse  Store, 

WHEN  the  fates  ordained  that  Mr.  Theophilus  Tarax- 
acum should  go  to  London  they  prepared  a  pretty 
stiff  programme  for  him.  As  to  the  going  to  London  he  had 
little  choice.  The  difference  of  opinion  he  had  with  the  son 
of  his  late  employer,  unfortunately  not  definitely  settled  by 
the  gory  encounter  in  the  cellar,  led  to  his  sudden  departure 
to  an  obscure  little  shop  in  an  obscure  little  town.  His  new 
chief  did  little  but  a  doubtful  "post"  business— his  time 
being  mostly  spent  looking  after  the  prize-dogs  he  bred  and 
calculating  with  his  neighbours  the  odds  on  the  latest  races 
—for  it  was  a  sporting  district.  Theophilus  made  some 
weird  discoveries  in  the  little  shop — notably,  one  method  of 
manufacturing  "Relish."    Into  a  vat  in  the  cellar  was  | 


thrown  all  the  refuse  from  the  table  upstairs — meat,  bones, 
fish — all  sorts  of  scrapings.  Spices,  salt,  and  vinegar,  were 
added,  and  every  month  or  two  the  product  was  drawn  off 
and  bottled  for  sale.  The  old  porter  who  superintended  the 
manufacture  confidently  told  Theophilus  that  there  was 
always  a  mouse  or  two,  and  quite  often  a  rat,  found  in  the 
residuum.  Four  long  weary  days  Theophilus  stayed  in  this 
shop.  On  Saturday  morning,  after  well  thinking  over  the 
matter,  he  decided  to  strike  his  camp.  When  his  guv'nor 
came  downstairs  he  tackled  him,  "  I'm  afraid  I  must  leave 

you,  Mr.  ;  this  place  doesn't  suit  me  at  all."  Mr.  

was  sorry.  "When  can  I  leave?"  said  Theophilus.  He 
dreaded  a  month's  notice  might  be  insisted  on,  but  the 
guv'nor  left  it  to  Theophilus,  so  he  went  off  to  London  at 
midday.  On  Monday  morning  he  went  round,  and  next  day 
was  working  in  the  one-horse  store  for  351.  a-year,  indoors. 

The  first  thing  that  staggered  Theophilus  was  the  length 
of  his  working-day.  He  had,  in  a  general  sort  of  way, 
arranged  about  hours,  but  without  properly  realising  them. 
His  time-table  was  simplicity  itself :  work  and  sleep  alter- 
nating, the  former  including  the  few  minutes  spent  in 
eating.  Up  at  7  in  the  morning ;  everlasting  bacon  at  7.30  ; 
open  shop  at  8 ;  dinner  any  time  between  1  and  3 ;  tea  at  5  ; 
and  supper  at  9.  These  meals  constituted  the  only  breaks 
in  the  monotony  of  work.  At  9  o'clock  the  "boss "and 
Theophilus  retired  to  the  little  back  parlour  until  11 — bed- 
time. These  two  hours  Theophilus  was  allowed  to  spend  in 
study,  as  far  as  the  numerous  interruptions  by  late  customers 
permitted.    Sunday  was  very  like  other  days,  except  that 

10  o'clock  was  bedtime.  Theophilus  had  a  fortnightly 
"  night  off,"  at  6  p.m.,  and  every  second  Sunday. 

Theophilus  learned  to  prescribe  for  every  disease  under 
the  sun,  and  daily  were  copied  and  dispensed  many  pre- 
scriptions which  emanated  from  the  brains  of  the  proprietor 
and  Theophilus.  A  good  all-round  business  was  done  how- 
ever. While  Theophilus  put  up  stock  (mostly  in  the  fore- 
noons) the  guv'nor  was  kept  going  all  he  knew  how  at  the 
counter.  The  very  fact  that  the  principal  himself  worked 
hard  helped  to  keep  his  assistant  working  more  or  less 
willingly  :  and  the  principal  did  know  how  to  work.  Theo- 
philus remembers  well  a  certain  Saturday  night,  when  the 
governor  showed  his  capabilities  to  the  full.  Business 
was  particularly  brisk,  and  sweat  was  on  the  brows  of  both 
the  toilers.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  bustle  a  prescription 
was  handed  in  :  "  Emp.  bellad.,  4  inches  by  8  inches — make 
fresh."  The  woman  waited  for  it  and  got  it  inside  ten 
minutes,  and  while  the  iron  was  heating  and  the  plaster 
cooling,  customers  were  being  served.  Theophilus  could  not 
but  admire  the  speed  and  skill  which  characterised  the  pro- 
duction of  the  plaster  by  the  guv'nor,  and  particularly  the 
thoughtful  disposition  of  every  second  of  time.  The  busi- 
ness was  entirely  a  "  cash "  one ;  patents  were  cut  to  the 
bone,  but  the  amount  of  money  turned  over  made  it  pay  well. 
Thus,  on  the  Saturday  on  which  the  plaster  incident 
occurred,  the  takings  were  well  over  201.  Each  sale  over  3d. 
was  noted  in  a  book,  and  on  that  day  over  51.  was  entered  as 
"  sundries."  Certainly  the  staff  had  to  work  hard.  When 
the  shop  was  shut  about  midnight  dusting  was  done, 
and  then  Theophilus,  candle  in  hand,  crawled  upstairs  to 
bed — and  sometimes  he  was  so  tired  that  he'd  go  to  sleep 
without  taking  his  clothes  off. 

Apart  from  his  working  capabilities,  Theophilus  found 
nothing  in  his  guv'nor  to  admire.  If  a  letter  came  addressed 
to  Mr.  Taraxacum  he  dare  not  open  it  to  read  it  in  working- 
hours  or  at  meal-times,  but  must  wait  till  9  o'clock.  If  he 
wished  to  write  a  letter  he  must  do  it  between  9  p.m.  and 

11  p.m.  in  the  presence  of  the  boss  and  his  wife  gossiping 
together,  or  with  the  occasional  visitor  in  the  little  back 
parlour,  whose  furniture,  by  the  way,  consisted  chiefly  of  the 
stock  put-up  by  Theophilus.  The  very  candle  was  grudged, 
and  if  Theophilus  burned  candles  bought  by  himself  he  was 
checked  for  it.  The  "  sir,"  odious  to  a  Scotsman,  was 
insisted  on.  But  once  a  fortnight  Theophilus  found  com- 
pensation. He  was  free  at  6  o'clock,  and  at  6.10  he  took 
train  for  the  City,  where  he  had  a  good  time,  returning  to 
work  next  morning  at  8.  One  must  be  a  slave  before  one 
knows  what  freedom  means.  Real  freedom  came  to  Theo- 
philus in  a  month  or  two.  He  had  got  the  ready  money  he 
wanted.  His  boss  was  forced  to  admit  his  worth  and  faith- 
fulness, so  Theophilus  shook  the  dust  of  the  "  London  One- 
horse.Store  "  off  his  sandals  for  ever.  (196/48.) 
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COME  time  ago,  when  Mr.  Cornelius  Hanbury  was  removing 
his  library  further  away  from  the  smoke  of  London,  he 
discovered  a  parcel  done  up  in  brown  paper,  and  bearing  the 
familiar  initials  "  D.  H."  On  opening  it  he  found  it  to 
contain  some  hundreds  of  invoices  and  business  receipts, 
which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  his  firm  for  more  than 
a  century.  Those  who  have  read  "  Pharmacographia  " 
doubtless  recollect  how,  in  pithy  footnotes,  the  late  Daniel 
Hanbury  told  what  some  of  the  leading  drugs  cost  genera- 
tions ago.  The  famous  pharmacographer  had  gone  over  the 
whole  of  this  bundle,  which  Mr.  F.  Janson  Hanbury  lias  been 
kind  enough  to  lend  us.  It 
will  be  remembered  that 
Daniel  Hanbury  was  the 
cousin  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Han- 
bury, F.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  the  pre- 
sent head  of  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanburys,  and  father  of  Mr. 
F.  Janson  Hanbury,  F.L.S., 
who  shares  Daniel  Hanbury's 
enthusiasm  for  botanical  re- 
search. He  told  us  when  we 
borrowed  the  bundle  that 
Daniel  Hanbury  shortened  his 
life  by  his  hard  work  in 
materia  medica,  because  he 
never  allowed  his  researches 
to  interfere  with  the  regular 
hours  of  Plough  Court  busi- 
ness. He  was  in  the  habit  of 
getting  up  at  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  or  even  earlier,  to 
attend  to  the  correspondence 
that  he  had  from  all  parts 
of  the  world.  There  is  ample 
evidence  in  the  documentary 
records  of  the  firm  that  Daniel 
Hanbury  was  most  attentive 
in  business  matters,  and  the 
orderly  manner  in  which  these 
old  invoices  are  arranged 
shows  that  he  valued  very 
highly  such  material. 

The  Origin  of  the  Firm 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys 
(Limited)  is  usually  put  at 
the  year  1715,  that  date,  in 

conjunction  with  the  "  plough  "  trade-mark,  being  familiar 
to  the  drug-trade  all  the  world  over.  It  was  then  that 
Silvanus  Bevan  was  admitted  to  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
pany, after  the  long  years  of  probation  customary  at 
that  period.  Silvanus  Bevan  began  business  in  Queen 
Street,  Cheapside,  and  it  is  quite  feasible  that  he  was  the 
successor  of  an  old-established  apothecary,  but  his  lineal 
descendants  in  business  do  not  go  further  back  than  the 
year  he  started  in  Cheapside.  His  apprentice-master  was 
a  Thomas  Kayleigh,  L.S.A.  Timothy  Bevan,  brother  of 
Silvanus  Bevan,  was  admitted  an  apothecary  in  1731,  and 
four  years  later  the  two,  in  partnership,  were  located  in 
Plough  Court,  Lombard  Street.  Silvanus  Bevan  married 
Elizabeth  Quare  in  1715,  and,  after  her  death,  Martha 
Heathcote,  but  he  had  no  family  by  either,  and  retired  from 


business  about  1764,  leaving  his  brother  Timothy  in  posses- 
sion. Timothy  Bevan  married  first  Elizabeth  Barclay,  and 
afterwards  Widow  Springall  (formerly  Hannah  Gurney). 
He  had  three  sons — Silvanus,  Timothy  Paul,  and  Joseph 
Gurney.  The  last-named  succeeded  to  the  business  on  his 
father's  retirement  about  the  year  1775,  and  William  Allen, 
the  first  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was 
apprenticed  to  him.  During  the  period  (1791-94)  covered 
by  the  bundle  of  receipts  and  bills  he  was  Bevan's  close 
help,  and  to  his  care  we  apparently  owe  the  preservation 
of  most  valuable  material  for  the  pharmaceutical  historian. 

C  In  William  Allen's  diary  it 
is  noted  that  he  took  up 
residence  at  Plough  Court  in 
1793.  In  1794  the  business 
passed  to  Samuel  Mildred, 
Allen  being  admitted  a 
partner  the  next  year,  when 
the  style  of  the  firm  became 
Mildred  &  Allen.  Mildred 
retired  in  1797,  and  Allen  took 
Luke  Howard  into  partner- 
ship, the  name  being  altered 
to  Allen  &  Howard.  Luke 
Howard  had  been  the  first 
apprentice  of  Ollive  Sims,  of 
Stockport,  whose  business  was 
established  in  1786.  Howard 
afterwards  came  to  London, 
and  obtained  experience  with 
a  firm  of  wholesale  chemists 
in  Bishopsgate  Street.  He 
was  thus  particularly  fitted  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  a  manufacturing- 
laboratory  which  William 
Allen  had  a  short  time 
previously  established  at 
Plaistow.  The  partnership 
existed  till  1809,  when  it  was 
arranged  that  Luke  Howard 
should  confine  himself  to  the 
manufacture  of  chemicals, 
and,  accordingly,  he  took 
over  the  Plaistow  laboratory, 
which  he  at  once  removed  to 
larger  premises  at  Stratford, 
Howards  &  Sons,  the  present 
firm,  being  his  direct  descendants,  and  they  retain  associa- 
tion with  Plough  Court  to  this  day. 

When  Allen  &  Howard  dissolved  partnership  (in  1809)  the 
firm  became  known  as  William  Allen  &  Co.,  and  so  it  re- 
mained till  1826,  when  it  became  Allen,  Hanburys  &c  Barry, 
the  new  names  originating  as  follows  :  William  Allen  in 
1806  married  Charlotte  Hanbury,  and  her  nephews,  Daniel 
Bell  Hanbury  and  Cornelius  Hanbury,  were  taken  into  the 
business  as  apprentices,  and  subsequently  as  partners. 
John  Thomas  Barry,  the  other  partner,  entered  the  firm  as  au 
apprentice  in  1804,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  manage- 
ment. He  seems  to  have  been  an  excellent  business-man,  and 
under  his  direction  the  Plough  Court  pharmacy  was  re- 
modelled. Barry  has  also  left  his  mark  on  pharmacy,  as  the 
process  of  evaporation  of  extracts  in  vacuo  was  invented  by 
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him.  He  retired  in  1856,  and  the  style  of  the  firm  became 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  at  which  it  has  remained  ever  since,  with 
the  addition  of  "Limited"  when  a  private  limited  liability 
company  was  formed  in  1894. 

Harking  back  a  little  in  the  history  of  the  firm,  we  may 
recall  the  fact  that  William  Allen  remained  President  of  the 


William  Allen,  F.B.S. 

From  the  painting  by  H.  Pierronet  Briggs,  R.A.,  the 
property  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  until  his  death  on  December  30, 1843, 
at  the  age  of  73.  Daniel  Bell  Hanbury  retired  in  1868,  and 
died  in  1882.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  from  1852  until  1867 — a  record  period.  His  son,  Daniel 
Hanbury,  the  well-known  co-author  of  "  Pharmacographia," 
was  a  pupil  of  the  house  in  1842,  and  subsequently  a  partner. 
He  died  in  1875  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  49.  His 
brother,  Sir  Thomas  Hanbury,  K.C.V.O.,  of  Ventimiglia, 
Italy,  is  an  hon.  M.P.S.  Cornelius  Hanbury,  the  other 
partner,  admitted  in  1826,  died  in  1869  at  the  age  of  73. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth  Hanbury,  died  in  1901,  aged  108.  Their 
son,  Cornelius  Hanbury,  was  a  student  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  and  duly  qualified  as  an  apothecary  and  M.R.C.S., 
but  never  practised  medicine.  He  was  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  acted  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Society  in  1876-78.  He  and  his  son  Frederick  Janson 
Hanbury  are,  with  Mr.  W.  Ralph  Dodd,  the  present  directors 
of  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  whilst  the  next  generation 
is  represented  by  Frederick  Capel  Hanbury,  who  recently 
became  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

The  Manuscripts 

contained  in  the  bundle  already  referred  to  are  chiefly 
invoices  and  receipts  for  money  paid.  Many  of  the  invoices 
are  marked  "  Exd.  W.  A." — i.e.,  William  Allen.  There  are 
also  in  the  collection  occasional  orders  from  customers,  which 
show  the  extent  of  the  business  even  in  those  days.  There 
is  a  long  order  from  Saml.  Foote,  "  to  be  sent  by  the  first 
good  opportunity,"  which  might  well  be  the  opening  order  of 
an  apothecary.  The  150  items  include  4  oz.  adep.  viperan., 


2  lbs.  conf .  damocrat.,  1  oz.  ol.  jessamin,  4  lbs.  spt.  alexiterius 
(an  aro  matic  spirit),  and  4  lbs.  ung.  hydrarg.  fort.  Another 
q  uaint  order,  from  the  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  on  May  19, 
1791,  begins  thus  :— 

Sib, — The  season  of  the  year  being  return'd,  I  must  again 
re  quest  you  to  send  as  under,  p1'  first  vessel  to  this  port,  for  the 
u  se  of  the  hospital  and  you  will  oblige 

Your  most  hble  serv1 

Ab.  White. 

The  names  of  the  drugs  ordered  are  instructive,  as  they 
s  how  the  connection  of  many  of  our  synonyms.  They  include 
argent,  viv.,  caust.  lunar,  ciner.  clavellat.,  mere,  prascip. 
rubr.,  sal.  ammon.  volat.,  sal.  cathart.  amar.,  sacch.  saturn., 
and  spt.  vitr.  fort. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  historical  interest  to  record  the 
names  of 

Firms  at  the  End  op  the  Eighteenth  Century 

with  which  Plough  Court  did  business,  and  we  subjoin  the 
particulars.  The  firms  were  chiefly  brokers  and  manufac- 
turers. This  fact  should  be  remembered  when  comparing 
the  prices  attached  with  those  of  the  present  day.  Many  of 
the  addresses  on  the  invoices  were  simply  "  London,"  but 
we  have  traced  the  full  addresses  and  businesses  of 
many  of  those  named  from  contemporaneous  directories. 
The  fo  llowing  are  the  firms  whose  invoices  and  receipts  we 
have  examined  : — ■ 

Joseph  Baker  &  Co.,  merchants,  75  Queen  Street,  Cheapside. 
Bradney,  Taddy  &  Franklin,  drug-merchants,  26  Laurence  Lane. 

Evidently  one  of  the  chief  firms  of  drug-brokers. 
Coney,  Wilson  &  Co.,  145  Leadenhall  Street. 
Oil-of-vitriol  transactions  on  a  large  scale  were  carried  on  with 
this  firm. 
Cope  &  Biddle,  Birmingham. 

Ammonia-makers.  On  one  invoice  is  a  mention  that "  Siss.  pulv. 
febrif.  antim."  was  sent  as  a  sample,  but  what  became  of  it  is 
not  stated. 


Luke  Howabd,  F.B.S. 
From  a  photograph  taken  when  he  was  about  90  years  of  age 


Corbyn,  Stacey,  Messer  &  Swaine,  300  High  Holborn. 

Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  (Limited)  are  still  at  this  address. 
Davies  &  Bodwell,  drug-brokers,  26  Martin's  Lane,  Cannon 
Street. 

A.  &  W.  Driver,  Queen  Street,  Southwark. 
Wholesale  herbalists.    A  curious  entry  which  often  recurs  is 
"  1  pint  of  water-parsnip  juice,  Is." 
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From  a  receipt  for  payment  by  J.  G.  Bevan  on  31st  of 
12th  month,  1794. 


l/ff  Ujy&d  /Zvwjjp 


Receipt  for  a  year's  wages  to  "William  Allen.    It  bears  a  4<Z.  stamp. 


Signature  of  the  laboratory-porter  in  Allen  and  Howard's  time. 


£,.,/:.r,,j-\d~+  rt*  /nutted 


<L.esO. 


Receipt  of  rent  of  Plough  Court  premises.    Within  a  century  after 
this  date  a  flat  in  the  district  was  worth  l,000i.  a  year. 


Tb,  /     Dy ./  foxy  l7p4 


 —  Rail, 

due  to  the  WorJbi/fuL  Cempany  of  Merchant- 
Taylors,  el ^ca^rv  —  hfl ; 

I/iff,  utmtijtr  their  Vft.thfiti  Sum  if  


Receipt  for  one  house  adjoining  where  Plough  Court  now  is. 


REDUCED   FACSIMILES  OP  OLD  DOCUMENTS. 

ie  Oislt  Warehouse  for  D?  James's  Pohuek. 


lew  Doors  li  oni  Cheap licit 


CHEMISTS  *a  Druggists  ^CJ 

.y/mu,.J\''r/4>S/}jZj',,i  .-/frnr., 

if/ 'i-dsrrt  fiiA/  .wi  (^-y^/XnrlnKHani  Grwun.  0*1^  OrRimal  Ii.ilL-.iii 


St. 


A}j/frirs,iJ,  arid  aWsLtvr^) 


— < 


44 


T7  <° 


^°^a/y    \  Warrant  is  given  this    $  <"° 
/TL  to  Mr.  eSS: tZL^^^ 
Cyc/  numbered  as  in  the  Margin,  for  your  delivering 

to  him,  orhts  AJfigns,  the following  Goods,  viz, 
c^/  Sale,  i79>  per  the  Ship  r^a^ce^r 

Folio  6/  Lor/Sff — ■3^'^*«*6r«^--»  <^fiz.    a  6/4. 


■179 


-7  * 


0~ 


Mold  him  by  the  United  East-India  Company,  zeith  which 
you  are  to  comply~—Trza\\iry,  Eaft-India  Houle, 
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Hopkins,  Jackson  &  Manley,  chemists  and  druggists,  36  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Wm.  Jennings,  merchant,  118  Fenchurch  Street. 
Andrew  Johnson,  wholesale  perfumer,   Ball  Alley,  Lombard 
Street. 

Soft  pomatum  at  Is.  9(7.  per  lb.,  and  white-almond  powder  are 
the  items. 

Jolinson  &  Bradiford,  near  Chesterfield. 

Chamomile-growers. 
Joseph  Leapor,  grocer,  157  Bishopsgate  Without. 

Sugar  was  obtained  from  this  house.    One  of  the  invoices  is  for 
30  lbs.  East  Indian  sugar  at  10d.,  with  the  note  attached, 
"  Gave  the  man  who  made  it  into  candy,  &c,  Is.,  the  masters 
would  not  accept  anything.    Produced  about  7  lbs.  candy, 
17J  lbs.  syrup  now  sent,  dregs  not  quite  ready." 
Wm.  Littell,  at  the  Seven  Stars,  42  Crispin  Street,  Spitalfields. 
Iittell  was  a  tallow-chandler,  and  supplied  candles  for  the  ware- 
house and  "  compting-house  "  at  8s.  4(7.  a  dozen. 
Middleditch  &  Hanbury,  grocers  and  tea-dealers,  53  Threadneedle 
Street. 

Were  China  merchants,  and  supplied  rhubarb  and  "  ginsang." 
Primatt  &  Maud,  wholesale  chemists,  66  Aldersgate  Street. 
Wilfred  Beed,  oil-merchant,  116  Lower  Thames  Street. 

Sold  "  sallad  "  oil,  10s.  6(7.  per  gal. ;  Genoa  oil,  7s. ;  olive  oil, 
6s.  3(7. ;  yellow  rosin,  10s.  6(7.  per  cwt. ;  and  Florence  oil  in 
flasks,  at  20(7.  a  flask. 
J.  T.  Butt,  druggist,  259  Upper  Thames  Street. 
Thos.  Speed,  druggist,  90  Cannon  Street. 

Afterwards  S.  <fc  L.  Howard  and  Howard  &  Coleman. 
Stringer  &  Leach,  spice-merchants,  5  Monument  Yard. 
C.  S.  Strong,  drug-merchant,  4  Pancras  Lane. 
Thos.  Sturge,  spermaceti  and  oil  refiner,  Newington  Butts. 
Geo.  Towers,  chemist,  4  Warner  Street,  Cold  Bath  Fields. 

Made  heavy  magnesia. 
J.  Waugh  &  Sons,  drysalters  and  merchants,  Dowgate  Hill. 
Wigram,  Williams  &  Holder,  3  Crosby  Square,  Bishopsgate. 
Were  musk-merchants.    There  is  a  pencil -note  on  one  of  th  e 
invoices,  "The  person  who  weighed  this  said  it  wasl6grs.  too 
light,  besides  5ss.  of  lead,  etc.,  to  allow  for  it  in  next." 

On  an  invoice  for  25  lbs.  colocynth  at  2s.  4(2 .  there  is  a 
note,  "  Pith  from  the  whole,  6  lbs.  13  oz.  Seperating  from 
the  seeds  took  half  a  day." 

Prices  in  1794. 

Space  will  not  permit  to  trace  any  variation  in  prices 
during  the  period  covered  by  the  whole  of  the  invoices. 
The  list  which  follows  has  been  compiled  from  invoices  of 
the  year  1794,  and  gives  an  idea  of  the  prices  which  ruled  in 
the  drug-markets  then.  These  may  be  compared  with  the 
prices  quoted  for  quantities  in  any  wholesale  list : — 
£    s.  d. 

Aloes,  Cape  per  cwt.  16  16  0 


Aloes,  Socot 
Alum,  lump  „ 
Aqua    flor.  aurant. 

per  gal. 
Argent,  viv.  per  lb. 
Bacc.  juniper. 

per  cwt. 
Bacc.  pimento  per  lb. 
Bals.  tolu  „ 
Borax,  refined  „ 
Camphor  „ 
(in  1780  the  price 

was  9s.) 
Cantharides  „ 
Castor,  N.A.  „ 
Castor,  Russian  „ 
Cera  alba  „ 
Cloves  „ 
Cochineal  „ 
Colocynth  „ 
Cort.  aurant.  „ 
Cort.  cinnam.  „ 
Cort.  peruvian. 
per  lb.  2s.  6(7.,  3s.  6(7., 
4s.,  5s.,  and 
Crem.  tartar. 

per  cwt.  37.  4s.  to 
Epsom  salts  per  cwt. 
Flor.  anthem.  „ 
Flor.  rosmarini 

per  lb. 

Flor.  violse  per  gal. 
Flor.  rosse  per  lb. 
Do.  damask  (best)  „ 


28  0 
0  17 


0 

7 

6 

0 

3  10 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

12 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

9 

0 

1 

2 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

10 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

0 

6 

0 

18 

0 

0 

6 

6 

3 

15 

0 

1 

16 

0 

4 

8 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

10 

0 

Glauber's  salt 

per  cwt. 
Gum  acacia 

per  cwt.  77.  and 
Gum  asafcetida 

per  cwt. 
Gum  benzoin  „ 
Gum  galbanum 

per  lb. 
Gum  tragacanth 

per  cwt. 
Hydrarg.  ox.  rub. 

per  lb. 
Isinglass  „ 
Logwood-chips 

per  cwt. 
Madder         per  lb. 
Magnesia,  P.  „ 
Manna,  Sicily  „ 
Ditto    (flake)  „ 
Musk  per  oz.  17.  4s,, 
17.  8s.,  17.10s.,  and 
01.  amygd.     per  lb. 
01.  cassias      per  oz. 
Ol.caryoph  ver.per  lb. 
(in  1780  the  price 
was  68s.,  and  in 
1783  it  reached 
84s.) 
01.  cinnam. 
01.  juniper. 
01.  lavand.  „ 
01.  limon.  „ 
01.  menth.  vulg. 

per  oz. 


0  10  0 
8   8  0 


16  16 
16  0 


0  4  3 
12   0  0 


0  14  0 
0  0  11 
0  2  6 
0  2  3 
0   3  9 


2  12 


per  oz. 


3 

3 

0 

0 

2 

9 

0 

5 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

2 

6 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

01.  myristicse.  ver. 

Sal  c.  c.  vol.    per  lb. 

0 

2 

8 

per  oz. 

0 

10 

6 

Sal  diureticus  „ 

0 

4 

9 

01.  rhodii  „ 

0 

15 

0 

Sal  polychrest  „ 

0 

0 

9 

01.  ricini       per  lb. 

0 

6 

6 

Sal  prunella  per  cwt. 

3 

0 

0 

01.  succini  rect.  „ 

0 

3 

8 

Sal  Roehelle  „ 

9 

9 

0 

Oil  of  vitriol 

Saltpetre 

per  lb.  2|(7.,  3(7.,  and 

0 

0 

4 

per  cwt.  27. 12s.  to 

3  10 

0 

Opium          per  lb. 

0 

12 

3 

Sassafras     per  cwt. 

1 

8 

0 

Rad.  gent,    per  cwt. 

1 

18 

0 

Scammony,  Aleppo 

Rad.  ginseng,  per  lb. 

0 

3 

6 

per  lb. 

1  14 

0 

Rad.  ipecac.  „ 

0 

11 

3 

Sem.  santonic.  per  oz. 

0 

4 

6 

Rad.  jalap.  „ 

0 

2 

0 

Shellac        per  cwt. 

9 

0 

a 

Rad.  mezereon.  „ 

0 

6 

0 

Soda  phosph. 

Rad.  rhei  „ 

0 

5 

9 

per  lb. 

0 

2 

0 

Ditto  Russian  „ 

1 

8 

0 

Spermaceti  „ 

0  15 

0 

Rad.  sarsa3  „ 

0 

2 

9 

Spirit  c.  c.  opt.  „ 
Sublimate  (hyd.  per- 

0 

1 

0' 

Rad.  snakeroot  „ 

0 

3 

6 

Rad.tormentillse  „ 

0 

0 

6 

chlor.)        per  lb. 

0 

1 

2: 

Rad.  valerian.  „ 

0 

0  10 

Sugar  „ 

0 

1 

4 

Saffron,  hay 

Sugar  of  lead  „ 

0 

1 

7 

per  lb.  17.  14s.  and 

1 

18 

0 

Sulphur  viv.  per  cwt. 

0 

12 

0 

Ditto  (cake)  per  lb. 

0 

14 

0 

Tamarinds  „ 

2  16 

0 

Sago           per  cwt. 

6 

6 

0 

Tartar  solub.  per  lb. 

0 

1 

0 

Sal  ammoniac 

Verdigris  „ 

0 

2 

1 

per  cwt. 

7 

0 

0 

Wormwood-ash  „ 

0 

0 

9 

Proprietary  Medicines. 

The  firms  from  whom  proprietary  articles  were  obtained  in 
1793  include  the  names  of  two  houses  still  esteemed  at  the 
present  day — Francis  Newbery,  and  Dicey  &  Benyon.  Messrs. 
Newbery  &  Sons,  Charterhouse  Square,  E.C.,  are  the  direct 
descendants  of  the  first-named.  An  illustration  shows  one 
of  Newbery's  invoices  in  1794,  the  standard  preparation,  Dr. 
James's  fever-powder,  being  mentioned  on  the  front  of  the 
house,  and  a  bust  of  the  inventor  is  also  shown.  The  in- 
voices of  this  firm  in  the  previous  year  had  a  curiously 
verbose  address,  "East  end  of  St.  Paul's  on  the  coachway, 
five  doors  from  Cheapside,"  and  it  would  not  be  difficult 
from  this  description  to  fix  the  spot  in  St.  Paul's  Churchyard 
at  the  present  day.  Large  quantities  of  James's  powder 
were  invoiced,  much  of  it  for  exportation  :  when  it  was  for 
home  sale  the  stamps  were  separately  charged.  The  Dicey 
&  Benyon  mentioned  afterwards  became  Dicey  &;  Sutton,  and 
is  now  Wm.  Sutton  &  Co.  Among  the  other  patent-medicine 
houses  were  Hilton,  Wray  &  Co.,  "  chemists  and  druggists 
(successors  of  the  late  Rob1  Turlington  and  Wm  Wray), 
King's  Arms,  No.  14  Birchin  Lane,  of  whom  only  can  be 
had  Turlington's  Genuine  and  original  Balsam  of  Life,"  and 
Robert  Hayward,  chemist  and  druggist,  successor  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Greenough,  10  Ludgate  Hill,  whose  speciality  was 
tolu  lozenges.  The  following  are  the  names  of  some  of  the 
old  proprietary  articles  which  we  find  in  these  invoices : — 

Kennedy's  corn-plaister 
Lockyer's  pills 
Lovel's  styptic 
Opodeldoc 

Speediman's  stomach-pills 
Spence's  dentifrice 
Squire's  elixir 
Tolu  lozenges 
Turlington's  balsam 
Ward's  essence  for  the  headache 


Analeptic  pills 
Anderson's  pills 
Bateman's  pectoral  drops 
Betton's  oil 
Chinner's  pills 
Dalby's  carminative 
Freake's  tincture  of  bark 
Godfrey's  cordial 
Hooper's  pills 
James's  powder 

A  few  of  these  survive  to  the  present  day 


Druggists'  Sundries. 

Under  this  heading  may  be  classed  the  following  firms, 
from  whom  goods  of  the  descriptions  specified  were  drawn : — 

John  &  Arthur  Arch,  booksellers,  23  Graceehurch  Street,  corner 
of  Lombard  Street. 
Medical  books  were  obtained  here.  The  item  Moseley's 
"Tropical  Diseases"  reminds  us  that  the  study  of  tropical 
diseases  is  by  no  means  a  twentieth-century  speciality. 
Buchan's  "  Domestic  Medicine  "  is  still  obtainable.  Duncan's 
"  Medical  Commentaries  "  and  the  London  Medical  Journal 
have  long  since  ceased  to  exist ;  the  former  was  by  Dr.  Andrew 
Duncan,  better  known  to  pharmacy  from  his  "  Edinburgh 
Dispensatory." 
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Robert  Beverley,  ivory-turner,  29  Crooked  Lane. 
Clyster-pipes,  syringes,  and  toothbrushes,  in  bone.    The  last- 
named  are  charged  2s.  6(7.  per  dozen. 
Win.  Gifford,  gold-beater,  14  Maiden  Lane,  Wood  Street. 

Gold-leaf,  5s.  6(7.  for  4  books  ;  silver  leaf,  6s.  per  dozen  books. 
J.  Goodall,  surgeon's  instrument  maker,  St.  Saviour's  Churchyard, 
Boro'. 

Lancets,  2s.  each ;  plaister-spatulas,  Is.  6(7.  each  ;  bolus-knives, 
Is.;  "  scissars,"  2s.  6rZ. ;  scarificator  for  cupping,  27.  2s.;  gum 
fleam,  2s.  6(7. ;  elastic  steel  trusses  for  adults,  14s.  each ;  set 
of  teeth-instruments,  15s. 
Holdsworth,  Hardcastle  &  Baker,  33  Aldgate  Within. 

Plaister-skins  cost  from  this  firm  10s.  per  dozen. 
J.  Hughes,  Bast  Street,  Red  Lion  Square. 

A  surgical-instrument  maker.    He  charged  21s.  per  gross  for 
bougies. 

Thos.  Johnson,  turner  and  brush-maker,  80  Gracechurch  Street. 

Sieves  were  bought  from  liim. 
Geo.  Moss,  brown  stone  potter  and  lampblack  maker,  Vaux  Hall, 

Lambeth. 
W.  Parker  &  Son,  69  Fleet  Street. 

Were  glass-manufacturers  and  proprietors  of  Argand's  patent 
lamp.  Items  such  as  the  following  occur  frequently  :  2-oz. 
stoppered  rounds,  6s.  per  dozen ;  3  dozen  Corbyn  quarts, 
stoppered,  27s.  ;  bolus-tyle,  6<7. ;  No.  4  wedgwood  mortar  and 
pestle,  5s.  6(7. ;  6  nipple-shields,  Is.  9d. ;  6  syrup-potts  and 
covers,  9s. ;  graduated  measure,  Is.  6c7. 
Wm.  Penn,  Dudley. 
A  bottle-maker,  from  whose  invoices  we  extract  these  prices — 

8-oz.  vials,  white  25s.  per  gross,  green  20s. 
4-oz.     „      „    17s.      „  „    15  s. 

3-  oz.     „       „     15  s.       „  „    12  s. 
2-oz.     „      „    12s.  6d.  „ 

1-oz.     „       „     lis.  „ 

4-  oz.     „       „      9s.  „ 

J.  Pidcocks  &  Son,  bottle-warehouse,  Lambeth  Hill. 

Was  the  house  for  retorts,  receivers,  and  other  laboratory-ware. 
James  Phillips,  stationer,  printer,  and  bookseller,  George  Yard, 
Lombard  Street. 
Demy  cost  12s.  6(7.  per  ream ;  wrapping  demy,  25s. ;  blue 
demy,  12s. ;  Irish  wafers,  6d.  per  oz. ;  black-ink  powder, 
3s.  6(7.  per  dozen. 
Townsend  &  Compton,  pewterers,  135  Penchurch  Street. 

Pewter  was  formerly  much  used  in  pharmacy  and  medicine ; 
such  items  occur  as — 4-pint  syringe,  6s.  6(7. ;  1-oz.  measure,  4<Z. ; 
2  dozen  ear-syringes,  small  6s.,  large  7s.  ;  pint  wine-measure 
2s.,  quart  3s. ;  pint  funnel,  Is.  8c7. 
Trimbey,  Bell  &  Howard,  toy-merchants,  23  Martin's  Lane,  Cannon 
Street. 

Dealt  in  pill  and  chip  boxes  ;  small  pill-boxes  cost  4s.  per  gross. 

We  have  selected  from  the  billheads  several  which  are 
typical  of  the  engraving  done  in  those  far-gone  days.  In 
each  case  the  reduction  is  a  trifle  more  than  half.  We  also 
give  the  signatures  of  Samuel  Mildred  and  Joseph  Jewell, 
besides  portraits  of  the  present  head  of  the  business  and  of 
his  illustrious  predecessors,  William  Allen  and  Luke  Howard, 
the  latter  portrait  being  one  not  hitherto  published.  It 
was  taken  when  Mr.  Howard  was  over  90  years  of  age, 
and  is  one  of  the  earliest  portraits  by  the  collodion  process. 
Joseph  Jewell  was  in  many  respects  a  remarkable  man.  He 
left  behind  him,  in  doggerel  verse,  "a  short  sketch  of -a 
long  life  "  (published  in  1840),  in  which  he  recorded  how  the 
good  hand  of  Providence  guided  him  in  "  simplifying  some 
of  the  most  pernicious  chemical  operations."  From  this 
sketch  it  appears  that  Jewell  was  born  at  Stanford,  and  at 
8  years  of  age  (after  being  at  school  two  years)  he  went  as 
a  ploughboy,  and  became  successively  ploughman,  ostler 
(at  Slough),  carter  (in  London),  shoemaker,  and  porter  at  a 
glass-warehouse.  He  next  became  porter  at  Plough  Court 
with  Joseph  Gurney  Bevan.  One  day  two  of  the  chemists 
(William  Allen  being  no  doubt  one  of  them)  spoilt  a  batch 
of  some  chemical  preparation,  and  Jewell  offered  to  make 
a  batch.  He  was  allowed  to  do  so,  and  did  it  so  well  that 
he  was  employed  in  the  capacity  of  manufacturing  chemist 
afterwards.  Jewell  was  encouraged  to  fit  up  a  laboratory 
at  Plaistow  and  make  mercurials.  The  laboratory  was 
12  feet  square  and  was  attached  to  his  dwelling-house. 
When  Allen  and  Howard  separated  in  1809,  Jewell  was 
bought  out  and  installed  as  chief  chemist  in  the  new 


f  actory  which  had  just  been  built  at  Stratford.  There  he 
made  corrosive  sublimate  and  red  and  white  precipitate,  and 
started  refining  borax  and  subliming  camphor.  He  patented 
a  method  of  making  camphor,  and  mentions  that  the  firm 
sold  4  tons  a  year.  He  improved  the  process  of  the  manu- 
facture of  ether,  finding  that  there  was  much  more  acid 
used  than  was  necessary,  and  started  the  manufacture  of 
quinine,  which  up  to  then  was  imported  from  France. 
Shortly  after  devising  this  process  he  retired.  It  should  be 
noted  that  Jewell  was  admitted  a  partner  by  Luke  Howard, 
the  style  of  the  firm  in  1813  being  Howard,  Jewell  &  Gibson, 
and  becoming  Howard,  Gibson  &  Co.  after  his  retirement, 
sh  ortly  after  which  it  was  changed  to  the  present  style  of 
Howards  &  Sons. 


flDefcical  Gleanings. 


Agurin  as  a  Diuretic. 

AGURIN,  the  new  diuretic,  is  the  sodium  salt  of  theobromine 
combined  with  sodium  acetate,  and  is  a  white  powder 
soluble  in  water,  with  a  bitter  taste  and  slight  alkalinity.  It 
contains  60  per  cent,  of  theobromine,  and  is  given  in  doses 
of  about  30  to  45  gr.  a  day,  in  wafers,  or,  should  any  gastric 
disturbances  be  produced,  in  peppermint-water.  In  heart- 
cases  the  diuretic  effect  was  seen  in  about  two  days,  and  in 
no  case  did  the  drug  injure  the  stomach  or  kidneys. 

Cryogeninb, 

a  new  antipyretic  discovered  by  Messrs.  Lumiere,  is  benz- 
amidosemicarbazide.  It  is  soluble  in  water  to  the  extent 
of  2g  per  cent.,  and  is  not  decomposed  by  any  of  the 
ordinary  acids  or  alkalies  used  in  medicine.  The  toxicity 
of  the  drug  is  small,  and  experiments  on  animals  show  that 
it  is  a  powerful  antipyretic.  Therapeutically  cryogenine 
has  been  found  satisfactory  in  tuberculosis,  and,  according 
to  Gelibert,  in  typhoid.  Cryogenine  will  not  lower  all 
temperatures,  however ;  given  in  gram  doses  for  three  days 
it  had  no  effect  in  a  lease  of  recurrent  appendicitis  with 
abscess  ;  nor  was  its  administration  followed  by  any  appre- 
ciable reduction  of  pyrexia  in  suppurative  tonsillitis. — 
British  Medical  Journal. 

Velvril  Wound-dressing. 

Mr.  Peyton  T.  B.  Beale  communicates  to  the  Lancet  a 
new  method  of  dressing  wounds,  which  has  yielded  remark- 
able results  in  his  practice.  He  uses  a  film  and  a  solution 
of  velvril  in  acetone,  that  substance  being  quite  unirritating 
even  when  in  contact  with  freshly  made  wounds.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  exact  directions  for  use  : — 

When  the  operation  has  been  completed,  a  piece  of  the  sterilised 
velvril  film  is  cut  large  enough  to  cover  the  wound  and  the  skin 
round  it  for  at  least  1  inch  in  each  direction.  If  a  drain  is  to  be 
used  a  sufficient  opening  is  cut  in  the  film  to  receive  the  tube  or 
plug.  The  wound  must  be  as  dry  as  possible,  and  if  ordinary 
methods  do  not  suffice  to  check  capillary  oozing,  washing  out  the 
wound  with  50  per  cent,  of  alcohol  and  sterile  water  will  be  found 
very  efficacious.  The  piece  of  film  should  be  placed  upon  a  boiled 
cloth  or  towel  until  required  for  use.  Should  the  exposed  surface 
of  the  film  become  accidentally  moistened,  it  should  be  gently 
wiped  with  a  piece  of  dry  sterile  wool  moistened  with  acetone. 
When  the  wound  has  been  sutured,  it  and  the  skin  all  round  it  are 
washed  freely  with  acetone,  using  dry  wool  as  before.  The  wound 
and  the  skin  round  it  for  at  least  1  inch  in  each  direction  are 
then  painted  with  velvril  solution  applied  freely,  and  the  skin  is 
then  placed  upon  it,  the  exposed  surface  next  the  solution.  Upon 
this  is  placed  a  pad  of  sterile  dry  wool,  and  the  whole  is  bandaged 
firmly,  making  as  much  pressure  as  may  be  considered  necessary. 
It  is  advisable  to  apply  considerable  pressure  for  the  first  twelve 
hours  or  so.  The  preliminary  washing  of  the  skin  and  wound 
with  acetone  is  necessary  in  order  to  remove  all  trace  of  water  ; 
the  solution  and  the  film  then  stick  so  firmly  that  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  any  gas  or  fluid  to  gain  access  to  the  wound.  If 
the  film  is  left  to  itself  it  will  peel  off  in  from  ten  to  twelvejdays, 
bringing  the  superficial  layer  of  dead  epidermal  cells  with  it 

Mr.  Beale  adds  that  velvril  is  a  very  remarkable  substance, 
and  it  may  soon  entirely  supersede  protective  (oil  silk),  thin 
mackintosh,  and  gum  elastic  in  surgical  practice.  It  is 
practically  indestructible,  and  constant  in  composition  at|all 
ordinary  temperatures. 
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Criticised  by  Adeps  Adeptis. 


CONFRONTED  with  the  invidious  task  of  criticising  a 
large  number  of  advertisements,  mostly  inspired  by  a 
humble  contribution  of  my  own,  I  can  but  congratulate  the 
Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  its  readers : 
the  one  on  the  very  large  response  to  his  invitation,  the 
other  on  the  remarkable  interest  of  their  efforts.  The 
latter  makes  the  task  of  selection  very  difficult.  It  would 
have  been  more  difficult  still  had  not  the  Editor  refrained 
expressly  from  promising  to  adjudicate  on  the  advertise- 
ments selected  for  reproduction.  The  object  of  the  follow- 
ing remarks  is  to  contribute,  if  possible,  something  to  the 
Art  of  Advertising,  and  throw  out,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
a  professional  advertisement-writer,  some  hints,  criticisms, 
and  suggestions  that  may  prove  useful  as  well  to  those 
readers  whose  drafts  have  not  been  printed,  or  even  written, 
as  to  others  who  find  their  designs  reproduced  in  this  or 
succeeding  reports. 

One  outstanding  fact  emerges  from  the  mass  of  copy  sent 
in.  Obviously  the  actual  practical  work  of  advertising  is  a 
great  teacher.  One  learns  as  one  works.  About  five  per 
cent,  of  all  the  specimens  received  are  in  type ;  they  are 
advertisements  or  handbills  that  have  actually  been  used. 
These  printed  specimens  greatly  exceed  in  merit  the  general 
average  of  the  MS.  copy.  The  faults  of  excess  and  redun- 
dancy, not  absent  from  the  suggestive  advertisement  in- 
cluded in  my  own  recent  article,  are  much  less  conspicuous 
in  the  printed  announcements.  It  is  not  always  easy  for  one 
not  in  constant  touch  with  the  printing-press  to  know  exactly 
how  to  order  an  advertisement  to  be  set  up.  Great  improve- 
ments can  be  made  when  the  actual  type  is  seen.  Those  MS. 
specimens  received  which  include  typographical  design  could 
easily  have  been  improved  by  their  authors  "  in  proof  " — that 
is,  after  seeing  them  set  up  by  a  printer  ;  and  it  is  to  illus- 
trate this  fact  that  a  very  interesting  cough-cure  advertise- 
ment— one  of  several  submitted  by  Mr.  A.  E.  King,  c/o 
Messrs.  Fuller  &  Co.,  Rampant  Horse  Street,  Norwich — has 
been  reproduced  from  Mr.  King's  rough  design  redrawn  by  the 
C.  $  D.'s  artist : — 


ARE  YOU 

TROUBLED  WITH  A  COUGH 


CHURCHYARD  COUGH, 
'WHOOPING 


CROUP) 
COUGH. 


COUGH. 


COUGHS  WITH  SPIT        COUGHS  WHICH  BARK 

AND  AND 
COUGHS  WITHOUT,  COUGHS  WHICH  SHOUT. 

ALL  HINDS  OF  COUGHS 
YIELD  TO 


QUICK  REL1F.F 
SPELDY  CURE 

FOR. 

COUGHS  COLD5 
ASTHMA, 
HOARSENESS 
BRONCHITIS, 
SORE  THROAT 

ANDAlX 
CHEST,  THROAT 
AND  LUNG 
AFFECTIONS. 


Rend  all's 

11  PATENT 

RUBELIXIR 


ELEBRATED 
OUGH 

JURE 


AIDS  EXPECTORATION 
EASES  THE  BREATH  1Mb 
500THE5  THE  CHEST 

EXCELLENT 
FOR 

VOICE  WORKERS 

HEALS  THE  CHEST 
CLEARS  THE  VOICE. 
WARDS  OFF 
INFLUENZA 


This  is  a  very  smartly  worded  advertisement.  The  illus- 
tration— whatever  it  may  be  intended  for — does  not  appear 
to  assist  very  much  the  presentation  of  the  case,  and  the 
class  of  typography  apparently  intended  to  be  selected  is 
not  what  a  professional  designer  of  advertisements,  with  the 
printer's  type-book  at  his  elbow,  would  have  chosen.  With 


some  diffidence  I  venture  to  submit  to  Mr.  King  a  revisal  of 
his  advertisement : — 


Troubled  with  Cough  ? 

Croupy  Cough,  Whooping  Cough, 
or  Churchyard  Cough  ? 

Coughs  with  spit,  and  Coughs 
without. 

Coughs  with   bark,  and  Coughs 
with  shout  ? 


RANDALL'S  "teNt 

RUBELIXIR 

Gives  Quick  Relief,  Aids  Expectoration,  Eases 
the  Breathing,  Soothes  the  Chest. 
A  Speedy  Cure  for 


Asthma 
Hoarseness 
Bronchitis 
Sore  Throat 


and  all  Chest,  Throat, 
and  Lung  Affections 


Wards  off  Influenza. 

Sold  by  John  Rendall,  Dispensing  Chemist, 
Blanktown.    Is.  1M. ;  or  Treble  Size,  2s.  9(7. 


s 
s 
% 


The  improvements  are  here  entirely  those  of  arrangement. 
I  have  selected  a  plain  letter,  and  made  some  of  the  word- 
ing "  read  on."  The  advantages  of  lower-case  letters  in 
place  of  an  excess  of  capitals  will  be  obvious.  Whatever 
faults  this  setting  may  possess,  and  whatever  advantages 
may  have  been  lost  from  the  original,  we  have  here  got  rid 
of  a  certain  air  of  confusion  in  an  advertisement  other- 
wise excellent. 

An  example  of  the  advantages  gained  in  practical  experi- 
ence is  furnished  by  an  advertisement  submitted  by  Mr. 
Arthur  Oglesby,  Cheapside,  Barnsley,  whose  work  I  have 
often  seen.  The  following,  which  is  a  photographic  repro- 
duction, on  a  small  scale,  of  the  original  (7|  inches  by 
5  inches),  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  an  advertisement  for 
retail  use,  either  as  a  handbill  or  in  a  newspaper.  The 

Do  you  wear  Glasses  ? 


if  : 


:  thai 


are  you  quite  sur< 
correct  your  eyesight?  If  not,  haie  y< 
had  a  thorough  examination  made  to  de 
whether  or  not  you  should  wear  glas 
whether  treatment  is  oecessary  '* 


The: 


my  busine: 
knowledge 


If  glasses  are  needed,  no  matter 
complicated,  I  am  prepared  to  prescribi 
supply  them  But  I  refer  you  to  a  Surg, 
(he  need  for  treatment  is  disclosed,  Wn 


how 
and" 
■on  if 


Eye-strain  is  not  a  disease,  but  the  result 
of  a  mere  mechanical  defect,  and  calls  for  surd 
prescribing  and  fitting  of  glasses  as  is  special!} 
the  work  of  the  qualified  Optician — myself 
Headache  and  Neuralgia,  again  and  again, 
arise  from  eve-strajr,P  and  may  ha»e  immediate 
relief  through  use  of  suitable  glasses. 

I  never  recommend  glasses  unless  there 
is  evident  need  and  clear  promise  of  good 
results — your  eyesight  is  too  precious  to 
imperil.  I  test  your  eyes  tree  of  charge,  and 
my  advice  may  save  you  a  :ifetrme  of  eye 
trouble      I  correct  any  and  all   defects  thai 

adjustment,  awd  with  it  you  get  satisfaction- 
complete  satisfaction — rest  fc  r!.e  tired  eyes, 


nfort 


the 


Arthur  Oglesby, 


Fellow  o(  the  Spectacle  Maker*  Company. 
Di«ptriciaD  of  the   British   Optical  Association 


Cheapside,  BARNSLEY . 
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text  is  terse,  convincing,  and  excellently  written.  The 
black  lines,  for  which  a  good  fount  has  been  selected,  are 
calculated  first  to  attract  the  attention  of  exactly  the  class 
of  readers  whose  attention  is  wanted,  and  secondly  to  show 
them,  at  a  glance,  where  to  go  for  the  goods.  All  Mr. 
Oglesby's  specimens  display  the  same  characteristics.  But 
Mr.  Oglesby  is  an  experienced  advertiser.  With  similar 
advantages  the  designer  of  the  advertisement  first  reproduced 
above  should  go  far,  for  the  root  of  the  matter  is  in  him. 

A  MS.  specimen  which  follows  more  closely  the  lines  of 
the  effort  by  which  this  competition  was  inspired  affords  an 
excellent  text  for  a  discourse  on  the  faults  into  which  one 
may  easily  fall  in  preparing  an  advertisement  of  that  kind. 
It  'is  the  work  of  Mr.  William  "Watson,  c/o  Mr.  L.  M. 
Billamy,  Holderness  Road,  Hull,  and  is  headed  : — 

Coughs. 

Most  people  make  the  great  mistake  of  treating  a  cough  as  a  specific 
complaint.    A  cough  is  not  so  m';ch  a  diseas;  as  the  symptom  of  one.  If 
a  man  says  that  he  has  "  a  cough,"  he  generally  means  that  he  has  a  cold  on 
his  chest  or  a  slight  attack  of  Bronchitis.   This  is  easily  cured  if  the  proper 
remedies  are  taken  at  once.   On  the  other  hand,  a  cough  may  be  the  outward 
symptom  of  a  far  more  serious  disease,  as,  for  instance,  Pleurisy,  Pneumonia, 
Consumption,  &c,  which  are  often  attended  with  a  distinctive  cough.  In 
these  cases  the  treatment  has  to  be  directed  to  the  constitutional  condition  ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  exciting  cause  must  be  removed,  when  the  cough  will 
disappear  with  the  disease  of  which  it  is  the  symptom.    These  coughs  may 
often  be  relieverl  by  ordinary  cough-mixtures  ;  hut,  as  a  doctor  is  in  attend- 
ance in  these  serious  complaints,  it  is  not  advisable  to  take  anything  without 
his  permission.   In  cases  of  ordinary  Ohest-colds  or  Bronchitis,  however, 
when  you  are  not  ill  enough  to  need  a  doctor,  you  can  easily  cure  yourself. 
What  yon  want  is  a  simple  remedy  that  will  strike  the  disease  at  the  root 
ami  drive  it  out.    Old-fashioned  remedies,  such  as  "  linseed -and-spanish 
tea,"  often  give  temporary  relief  in  these  cases,  hut  it  is  very  seldom  they 
effect  a  permanent  cure.    The  best  plan  is  to  go  to  a  Chemist  who,  by  years 
of  study  and  experience,  knows  the  action  and  properties  of  the  remedies  he 
supplies,  and  is  therefore  in  a  position  to  give  you  remedies  which  are 
calculated  to  do  you  the  greatest  amount  of  g  mil.  For  the  cure  of  Bronchitis, 
Chest-colds,  Hoarseness,  "Tickling  in  the  Throat,  &c,  for  the  rehef  of  the 
Cough  of  Consumption,  Pleurisy,  or  Pneumonia,  and  for  Chronic  Coughs,  you 
cannot  find  a  better  medicine  than  Blank's  Cough-cure.   It  is  prepared  by 
full u  qualified  chemists  from  carefully-selected  drugs  so  combined  as  to  do 
the  maximum  amount  of  good,  and,  at  the  sime  time,  having  no  ill-effects 
oil  the  most  delicate  patient-.    Be  sure  you  get 
Blank's  Cough-cure, 
sold  only  bv 
Ebenezer  Blank,' M.P.S., 
Chemist  and  Druggist 
(by  examination), 
Yon-know  Road, 
Somewhere. 

This  takes  a  good  deal  of  saying,  and  when  it  is  examined 
we  find  that  Mr.  Watson  has  said  much  that  does  not  advance 
his  cause,  and  might  therefore  have  been  spared.  Here,  again, 
actual  practice  in  advertising  would  have  eliminated  auto- 
matically many  faults  apparent  in  the  MS.  For  instance, 
the  opening  sentence  could  be  omitted  altogether,  the 
advertisement  beginning  (after  the  title  line)  with  the  words, 
"  A  cough  is  not  so  much  a  disease  as  the  symptom  of 
one."    The  next  sentence  admits  of  condensation,  as  thus  : — 

A  cough  generally  meins  aTcoll  on  the]  chest  or  Ta  slight  attack  of 
Bronchitis. 

The  reference  to  medical  treatment  a  few  lines  further  on 
indicates  timidity ;  the  advertiser  apparently  begins  to  have 
qualms  about  the  "dispensing"  end  of  the  business.  But 
in  practice  doctors  are  not  vindictive,  and  if  we  are  to  go  in 
for  a  speciality-business  at  all  we  may  as  well  go  in  for  it 
whole-heartedly ;  and  in  any  case  the  sentence  about  "  not 
ill  enough  to  need  a  doctor "  hardly  jumps  wich  the  other 
reference.  The  mention  of  "  old-fashioned  remedies,  such 
as  linseed-and-spanish  tea  "  should  be  omitted.  To  name 
other  things  than  what  one  advertises,  advertises  them  ;  and 
we  are  not  doing  that.  The  next  sentence  should  also  be 
deleted.  If  the  "  copy  "  had  come  back  to  him  in  proof,  I 
imagine  that  Mr.  Watson  would  have  realised  many  of  its 
faults,  and  that  (to  the  scandal  of  the  printer)  he  would 
have  heavily  corrected  it,  so  that  the  remainder,  in  its 
ultimate  form,  would  have  consisted  of  a  more  logical 
exposition  of  the  action  of  Blank's  cough-cure,  which  would 
be  likely  to  make  larger  sales  than  a  mere  recapitulation  of 
the  disorders  curable  by  it  or  a  statement  of  the  manu- 
facturer's professional  position.  An  advertisement  is  an 
expensive  thing :  every  line  in  it  ought  to  tell,  every 
sentence  to  advance  the  argument.  I  am  convinced  that  if 
Mr.  Watson  had  received  a  printer's  proof  of  his  MS.  copy, 
he  would  have  seen,  in  the  cold  radiance  of  type,  imper- 
fections that  would  have  given  place  to  many  improvements 


both  in  subject  and  language.  Thus  much  for  the  value  of 
i  practical  work  in  the  perfecting  of  copy. 

Another  series  of  MS.  advertisements  comes  from  Mr.  J. 

England,  32  Aberdeen  Walk,  Scarborough.  These  are  all  con- 
;  ceived,  typographically,  on  one  plan,  of  which  the  following 

gives  a  good  idea  : — 

Influenza. 

The  scourge  of  Influenza  is  fairly  upon  us  :  it  is  an  Epidemic 
disorder  attended  with  great  depression,  chilliness,  running 
from  the  eyes  anil  nose,  headache,  cough,  pains  in  limbs,  fever, 
and  restlessness. 

The  weakness  which  comes  on  at  the  onset  of  the  complaint  is 
one  of  the  most  striking  phenomena. 

Acute  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  and  rheumatism  are  the  most 
frequent  successors  of  this  epidemic. 

If  you  have  not  got  (sic)  Influenza,  increase  your  power  of 
resistance  by  taking  Quinine  to  tone  up  the  system. 

Should  you  fancy  it  is  comin?  on,  take  a  dose  of  Simon's 
Influenza-mixture,  put  the  feet  in  hot  water  just  before  going 
to  bed,  then  take  a  basinful  of  hot  gruel,  and  continue  taking 
the  mixture  every  three  hours. 

Be  warned  by  yesterday's  experience  and  profit  by  to-day's 
opportunity.     Simon's  Influenza-mixture  in  Is.  bottles  only 
From  Simon, 

Your  Chemist,  High  Street,  Oxford. 

There  are  faults  here,  but  the  advertisement  has  been 
selected  chiefly  on  account  of  one  transcendent  merit :  its  liberal 
recitation  of  Symptoms.  Symptoms  are  the  backbone  of 
good  medical  advertising.  Anyone  who  can  get  the  knack 
of  describing  symptoms  vividly,  tersely,  and  with  a  graphic 
power,  perhaps  not  very  common  even  in  the  most 
conspicuous  patent-medicine  advertising  of  the  general 
Press,  will  make  a  good  advertiser.  Mr.  England  has  not 
attained  perfection.  He  enumerates  symptoms,  but  he  does 
not  describe  them,  and  his  language  lacks  simplicity.  When 
we  advertise  proprietary  medicines  we  are  not  addressing 
medical  men  or  trained  scientific  observers.  We  are  talking  to 
the  man  who  feels  ill,  who  wants  to  get  better,  and  wants 
to  do  so  soon.  The  following,  modelled  upon  Mr.  England's 
advertisement,  is  submitted  as  a  more  effective  appeal  on 
the  influenza  topic  : — 

Influenza. 

A  dry  throat,  a  hot  head,  pains  that  begin  in  the  small  of  the 
back  and  extend  into  the  limbs,  so  that  one  feels  "goo!  for 
nothing"  ;  burning  eyes,  gooseflesh,  shivering,  and  a  cough  that 
is  hard  and  rasping  rather  than  violent,  expelling  little  or  no 
phlegm  :  these  are  signs  of  Influenza.  Do  not  play  with  it.  It 
is  a  fever  which,  if  it  run  its  course,  will  leave  serious  weakness 
behind.  Influenza  often  leads  to  Pneumonia,  which  is  in 
that  case  generally  fatal  :  it  inevitably  leaves  Rheumatism,  a 
serious  depression  of  vitality,  heart- weakness,  and  a  tendency  to 
Kidney-disease.  These  are  not  experiences  to  be  courted. 
To  avoid  them  the  Influenza  poison  must  lie  expelled  from  the 
system  before  it  has  had  time  to  make  its  inroads.  Simon's 
Influenza-mixture  copes  directly  with  the  Influenza  germ,  forti- 
fies the  system,  builds  up  the  strength,  reduces  fever,  and  gets 
the  patient  on  his  legs  again,  with  no  dangerous  after-symptoms 
of  the  Influenza  to  trouble  him.    Sold,  dec, 

A  much  more  effective  advertisement  of  the  argumenta- 
tive kind  comes  from  Mr.  C.  A.  Critchley,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Blackburn,  and  I  reproduce  it  without  comment. 
It  is  the  best  MS.  advertisement  submitted,  and  I  can  offer 
no  suggestion  to  improve  it.    The  title  is 

WHY  DO  WE  COUGH? 

Do  you  know  that  the  lungs  are  full  of  little  ramifying  tubes,  through 
which  the  air  circulates  during  its  work  of  blood-purification  '? 

Do  you  know,  too,  that  from  one  cause  or  another  the  nails  of  these  little 
tubes  sometimes  get  sore  and  inflamed  ?  A  person  whose  lungs  are  in  this 
state  is  said  to  have  "Bronchitis." 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  when  any  part  of  the  body  is  not  well, 
Nature  hastens  to  remedy  the  evil — so  that  in  the  case  of  the  person  with 
K  Bronchitis,"  she  causes  a  vigorous  growth  of  new  walls  to  the  little  tubes, 
and  the  old  walls  are  broken  up  into  "  mucus  "  or  "  phlegm." 

This  "phlegm"  tickles  the  nerve-endings  in  the  tubes,  and  they  in  their 
turn  cause  the  sufferer  to  cough  up  this  noxious  substance. 

Nature  sometimes  requires  a  little  assistance  in  the  loosening  of  this 
"phlegm,"  and  Critchley 's  "Peetorine"  is  just  the  article  Nature  wants. 

It  loosens  the  phlegm,  and  when  this  has  been  expelled  it  quickly  soothes 
and  heals. 

Cough-mixtures  containing  Morphia  deaden  the  nerve-endings,  and  thus 
may  stop  the  cough  temporarily,  but  the  " phlegm  "  is  still  there,  and  the 
last  state  of  the  patient  is  worse  than  the  first. 

Critchley's  "  Peetorine  "  does  not  contain  Morphia,  and  is  therefore  quite 
harmless. 

One  Shilling  per  bottle.   Large  size,  Half-a-erown. 
0.  A.  Critchley,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist.  Blackburn. 

Here  the  author  not  only  knows  what  he  wants  to  say.  but 
also  how  to  say  it.  It  is  not  likely  that  any  amount  of 
proof-reading  would  have  enabled  Mr.  Critchley  to  improve 
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upon  it.  Whether  it  would  sell  stuff  or  no  can  only  be 
ascertained  by  experience  ;  but  it  ought  to. 

And  here  we  have  arrived  at  the  only  ultimate  test  of  a 
good  advertisement.  There  is  no  artistic  test  of  advertising 
that  supersedes  this.  An  advertisement  that  is  beautiful  to 
look  upon,  but  does  not  sell  goods,  is  not  an  artistic  adver- 
tisement: it  is  only  an  artistic  printer's  job.  The  last 
example  chosen  for  reproduction  this  week  is  that  of  Mr. 
S.  J.  Coley,  57  High  Street,  Stroud,  Gloucestershire,  which  is 
both  comely  and  successful.  Meritorious  in  itself,  it  has 
the  further  advantage  of  the  practical  test.  Mr.  Coley  says 
that  this  little  four-page  folder,  on  thin  buff-coloured  card, 


sold  his  "  Cold-mixture  : 


<€o/d 
Tftixture. 


A  PERFECT  CURE  for 

COLD  in  the  HEAD. 

1st  Page. 

FOR  COLD  IN  THE  HEAD, 

with  iti  Gticndut  e*ib  of  Heaviness,  Stuffine**, 
Running  at  the  Nose.  Dfpttjsicn,  Shireim^,  and 

PREVENTION  is  better  than  CURE. 


'  like  hot  pies  "  : — 

Why  Mr.  Coley  left  the 
fourth  page  entirely  blank 
gravels  my  poor  intelli- 
gence. The  only  other  criti- 
cism which  occurs  to  me  in 
connection  with  it  is  that 
the  title  "  Cold-mixture " 
should  never  have  been 
allowed  to  stand,  as  it 
twice  does  here,  alone, 
without  the  possessive  case, 
"  Coley 's,"  before  it.  When 
Mr.  Coley  can  advertise  as 
well  as  this,  he  has  the 
right  to  expect  that,  in 
course  of  time,  the  demand 
for  Coley 's  "  Cold-mixture  " 
will  extend.  He  may  look 
for  a  wholesale  business. 
Many  very  large  advertising 


A  DOSE  IN  TIME 
SAVES  MINE ! 


Cold  Mixture  will  do  both. 


S  S 

MIXTURE 

IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Take  it  wl 


Ira  ugh  1 ?  Take  a  dose. 
AJwayi  havt  a  botfla 

inspect  a  Cold,  acd  700  ..,1 


regular!;  .  Ukr  it  titouxnU?  ;  and 

The  CoEd  must  go! 


A  Dose  wiSI  relieve; 

A  Bottle  will  cure. 


2nd  Page. 


COLEY, 

STROUD,  NAILSWORTH.  A  CAINSCROSS. 
3rd  Page. 


businesses  in  the  patent-medicine  line  have  been  begun  in  a 
chemist's  shop.  Mr.  Owbridge  is  an  example  ;  Mr.  Lamplough 
is  another.  Williams'  Pink  Pills,  one  of  the  most  widely 
advertised  and  successful  medicines  in  the  world,  had  their 
beginnings  in  a  small  chemist's  shop  in  a  Canadian  town  of 
8,000  inhabitants.  There  is  no  benefit  to  Mr.  Coley  if  the 
public,  attracted  by  his  advertising  or  remembering  the 
merits  of  his  remedy,  ask  elsewhere  for  "cold-mixture." 
But  if  they  demand  "Coley's  Cold-mixture,"  and  (in  the 
fervent  language  of  the  customary  patent-medicine  specialist) 
"  See  That  They  Get  It,"  the  beginnings  of  a  wholesale  trade 
are  made. 

Some  general  remarks  on  chemists'  advertising,  and  on 
the  three  or  four  typical  mistakes  into  which  most  of  our 
numerous  competitors  have  fallen,  will  appear  in  the  next 
article.  Meanwhile,  a  postal  order  for  5s.  will  be  sent  to 
each  of  those  whose  advertisements  are  reproduced  above. 

Increase  in  Nicaraguan  Import  -  duties.  —  The 
Nicaraguan  Government  have  issued  a  decree,  dated  Decem- 
ber 9,  1902,  increasing  the  duties  levied  on  imported  goods 
under  the  Customs  Tariff  of  1899  by  100  per  cent.  This  in- 
crease is  due  principally  to  the  depreciation  of  the  Nicaraguan 
currency,  and  the  actual  amount  paid  in  duty  by  importers 
will  not,  under  the  new  management,  be  more  than  it  would 
have  been  when  the  old  tariff  of  1899  was  issued,  the 
Nicaraguan  dollar  at  that  time  (1899)  having  been  worth 
Is.  4d,  as  against  its  present  value  of  Id.  to  8d.  only. 


IRecent  patents. 


Tonic  Bread. — Sambourne  Cook,  76  Kadford  Road, 
Nottingham,  has  obtained  protection  for  an  improvement  in 
the  manufacture  of  bread,  which  consists  in  adding  to  the 
flour,  preferably  whole  meal,  sulphate  of  iron  in  the  propor- 
tion of  1|  oz.  to  10  stone  of  flour.  This  quantity  gives  about 
10  gr.  of  the  iron  salt  in  a  2-lb.  loaf.    (23,523,  1902.) 

Preserving  Eggs. — R.  Schultz,  Charlottenburg,  has  ob- 
tained protection  for  a  composition  made  with  starch  for 
preserving  eggs.  Starch  is  made  into  the  soluble  variety  by 
boiling  from  25  to  35  parts  of  starch  with  100  parts  of  water 
for  thirty  minutes.  The  solution  is  cooled  and  rubbed  on  the 
eggs,  which,  the  inventor  says,  "  can  be  eaten  raw  "  four  to  six 
months  after,  "  or  be  poached,  or  the  white  beaten."  (1,328, 
1902.) 

Heemoglobin-estimations. — Dr.  T.  W.  Tallgvist,  Borga, 
Russia,  has  brought  out  an  apparatus  for  quickly  judging  the 
quantity  of  hasmoglobin  in  the  blood.  The  method  is 
colorimetric,  and  consists  of  a  series  of  tints  which  have 
been  prepared  by  matching  the  tints  given  by  various  kinds 
of  blood  on  white  filter-paper.  To  obtain  the  percentage  of 
hasmoglobin  in  any  sample  of  blood  a  little  is  placed  on  white 
filter- paper  and  compared  with  the  standard  tints,  each  tint 
corresponding  to  certain  percentages.    (21,985,  1902.) 

Tannin. —Carl  Schmalfeldt,  31  Friedrich  Strasse,  Berlin, 
has  patented  a  method  of  producing  tannin  from  vegetable 
tanning-materials.  It  appears  that  at  present  there  is  a 
large  proportion  of  tannin  in  the  substances  used  for  leather- 
making  which  is  not  extracted  by  cold  water.  Hot  water, 
which  would  extract  the  tannin,  injures  it,  but  it  is  rendered 
soluble  by  a  fermenting-process.  Fresh  whey,  to  which 
0  02  per  cent,  of  oxalic  acid  is  added,  is  sprinkled  over  a 
heap  of  tanning-material  to  convert  the  tannin  into  a  soluble 
form.    (23,392,  1902.) 

Concentrated  Acetic  Acid. — A.  Behrens,  jun.,  81  Weender- 
strasse,  Gottingen,  has  patented  a  method  of  making  con- 
centrated acetic  acid.  He  dissolves  acetate  of  lime  in 
acetic  acid  by  means  of  anhydrous  sulphurous  acid.  For 
instance,  1  part  of  concentrated  acetic  acid  is  saturated 
with  a  fifth  its  weight  of  sulphurous  acid  and  half  a  part  of 
acetate  of  lime  introduced ;  these  are  stirred  together  slowly 
for  some  hours,  and  another  quantity  of  sulphurous  acid  and 
acetate  of  lime  added.  The  separation  of  concentrated  acetic 
acid  is  done  by  distillation,  nitration,  or  centrifugal  action. 
(22,096, 1902.) 

Preserving  Beetles. — P.  Matusovitz,  forestry  expert, 
Liptoujvar,  Hungary,  has  obtained  a  patent  for  a  preserving 
mixture  of  alcohol,  salicylic  acid,  and  ammonia,  to  which 
arsenic  may  or  may  not  be  added.  Alcohol  is  saturated 
with  salicylic  acid,  and  a  proportion  of  ammonia  added, 
according  to  the  colour  of  the  beetle  to  be  preserved — some 
colours  will  not  stand  the  action  of  ammonia.  The  liquid 
is  then  diluted  with  half  as  much  water.  A  cheaper  liquid 
is  made  of  salicylic  acid  (1),  "  spirits  "  of  ammonia  (4),  and 
water  half  as  much  again  as  the  volume  of  the  liquid. 
(19,750,  1902.) 

Varnishes. —  G.  Tiischel,  Odessa,  Russia,  claims  for  the 
manufacture  of  varnishes  in  the  proportions  set  forth  in 
the  specification.  The  following  are  two  of  the  examples 
given : — 

Furniture  Varnish  or  Polish. 

Sumatra  benzoin     ...       ...       ...  20  grams 

Camphor      ...       ...       ...       ...  12  grams 

Ether   10  grams 

Methylated  spirit    800  grams 

Varnish  for  Oil-paintings. 

White  shellac    125  grams 

Sandarac       ...  ...       ...       ...  130  grams 

Venice  turpentine  ...       ...       ...  45  grams 

Benzoin    25  grams 

French  gallipot    20  grams 

Camphor       ...  ...       ...       ...  15  grams 

Lavender  oil  ...  ...       ...       ...  10  grams 

Methylated  spirit  ...       ...       ...  650  grams 

(20,933,  1902.)" 
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Gbc  ©lfc>est  pbarmacs  in  Xonfcon. 


''rHERE  are  older  drug-businesses  in  London  than  that  of 
J-  Hooper  &  Co.,  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  but 
none  do  we  know  which  has  been  continuously  carried  on  for 
170  years  under  the  same  roof.  How  long  it  will  continue 
there  is  doubtful — probably  a  few  years  only,  as  the  lease 
has  nearly  expired,  and  the  district  is  being  rapidly  modern- 
ised architecturally — with  much  loss  of  charm  and  old 


No.  24  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden. 

associations.  No.  24  Russell  Street  is  one  of  the  quaintest 
pharmacies  in  the  metropolis.  It  has  about  it  all  the 
elements  of  a  first-class  dispensing  and  family  business  ; 
there  are  more  than  relics  of  an  old-standing  wholesale  con- 
nection, especially  in  concentrated  infusions  and  other 
"  Hooper  "  galenicals,  and  it  is  in  the  heart  of  the  district 
once  famed  for  its  residential  hotels,  and  still  noted  as  the 
high  place  of  the  drama  (Drury  Lane  Theatre  is  just  across 
the  street,  and  the  doomed  Lyceum  is  within  a  stone's  throw). 
Mr.  William  Warren,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is  the  present 
owner  of  the  business,  and  as  he  knows  its  history  well  we 
asked  him  to  favour  us  with  some  notes  about  it,  while  we  add 
a  few  observations  on  the  peculiarities  of  the  pharmacy. 


Its  History. 

By  William  Warrex. 

This  business  was  established  in  1732,  and  it  may  not  be 
out  of  place  that  I  should  accept  the  invitation  of  the  Editor 
to  give  a  short  history  of  so  old  an  establishment,  especially 
as  it  will  before  long  follow  the  fate  of  so  much  that  is  old 
in  London.  I  hope  also  that  a  peep  into  the  old  days  may 
be  a  refreshing  change  of  diet  from  the  almost  feverish 
reports  of  the  doings  of  modern  associations,  tinged  as  they 
mostly  are  with  pessimism  and  dissatisfaction. 


Mr 


Warren. 


In  the  year  1732  Covent  Garden  was  the  Pall  Mall  of 
London,  and  to  its  coffee-houses  and  taverns  (the  forerunners 
of  modern  clubs)  all  the  wit  and  fashion  of  London  gathered. 
It  contained  the  houses  of  many  wealthy  and  noble  families , 
and  undoubtedly  this  old  house — 24  Russell  Street — with  its 
panelled  walls  and  spacious  rooms,  was  the  residence  of  a 
citizen  of  some  importance  till  the  spread  of  London  to  the 
neighbouring  squares  left  the  more  densely  populated  centres 
to  business  enterprise. 

I  have  no  record  of  the  first  proprietor,  but  from  1760 
onwards  there  are  ample  records.  Mr.  Wm.  Jones  was  pro- 
prietor at  that  time, 
and  doing  a  flourish- 
ing business.  I  have 
an  inventory  of  the 
stock-in-trade  and 
utensils  in  1760 
showing  the  value 
to  have  been  1,732/. 
Amongst  the  items 
is  a  60-gal.  still  and 
head  with  worm  and 
tub  valued  at  20/. 
To  this  day  a  similar 
still  and  tub  occu- 
pies the  same  posi- 
tion in  the  labora- 
tory, and  is  freely 
used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  distilled 
and  medicated 
waters. 

Mr.  Wm.  Jones 
was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable character, 

his  advice  being  sought  in  business  and  other  matters  by 
his  clients  all  over  the  country.  He  was  trustee  to  several 
persons  of  position,  and  in  more  than  one  case  he  was  called 
upon  to  assist  noblemen  in  difficulties.  Thanks  to  his  habit 
of  putting  personal  or  business  letters  on  files  and  depositing 
them  in  the  roof-space  of  the  house,  I  have  ample  materials 
to  illustrate  the  business  conditions  and  the  social  and  other 
aspects  of  life  at  that  most  interesting  period.  He  had 
business  relations  with  merchants  in  Newfoundland,  Tobago, 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  I  have 
letters  explaining  the  delay  of  cargoes,  due  to  the  pursuit  of 
the  vessels  by  French  or  Spanish  privateers — one  of  the 
penalties  to  pay  for  living  in  those  good  old  fighting 
times. 

Old  Letters. 

About  that  time  also  the  druggists  and  apothecaries  were 
carrying  on  their  own  little  wars,  showing,  I  suppose,  that 
perfect  peace  and  content  in  this  world  are  not  for  the 
druggist  any  more  than  the  individual.  Mr.  Wm.  Jones 
seemed  to  be  on  excellent  terms  with  the  apothecaries  with 
whom  he  had  extensive  dealings,  for  although  this  was  then 
a  retail  shop,  by  far  the  most  extensive  portion  of  Mr.  Jones's 
business  was  the  wholesale  trade  with  apothecaries.  I  have 
tetters  enough  of  the  period  to  fill  this  journal,  but  I  will 
only  trespass  so  far  as  to  seiect  two  or  three  characteristic 
ones.  The  writer  of  the  first  one,  like  many  ladies  of  to-day, 
did  not  trouble  about  specific  dates.  She  had  written  to 
Mr.  Jones  on  November  14  asking  him  to  send  by  coach 
2  oz.  each  of  elecampane,  liquorice,  aniseed,  coriander  seeds, 
and  "  guiacum  "  wood,  begging  "  Mr.  Jones  will  order  the 
person  who  carrys  the  things  to  take  the  money  of  Mr. 
Martin,  the  coachman."    The  order  was  duly  executed  and 
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the  following  letter  indicates  how  courteous  were  customers 
in  these  far-gone  days  (1770-1780)  :— 

'  •  •  '  i  .  .        a  i 


(Original  lh  inches  wide.) 


Several  most  interesting  letters  of  this  period  were  written 
to  Mr.  Jones  by  his  son  Jack,  as  the  young  man's  mother 
called  him  in  an  addendum  to  a  letter  which  Jack  wrote 
from  Nunton  on  August  24, 1781.  The  letter  begins,  "  Hon'd 
Sir,"  and  ends  in  the  same  manner,  plus  "  Your  dutiful  Son, 
John  Jones."  I  quote  the  second  letter  as  being  a  better 
reflection  of  the  business  spirit  of  the  time  than  is  that  of 
August  24,  1781  :— 

London.    March  2nd,  1782. 

Hon'd  Sir, 

The  fineness  of  the  weather  since  you  left  Town  leaves 
one  little  room  to  suppose  your  journey  was  otherwise  than 
pleasant,  especially  as  you  enjoy'd  the  company  and  conversation 
of  an  agreeable  Friend. 

I  followed  you  the  whole  Journey,  in  Idea,  thro'  Maidenhead, 
Oxford,  and  Gloster,  and  never  lost  sight  of  you  till  I  thought  you 
safe  arriv'd  at  the  hospitable  Blanshion, — there,  I  hope  all  Parties 
were  just  as  you  could  wish,  and,  as  happy  as  they  themselves 
could  desire,  if  anytliing  was  wanting  to  make  them  so,  your 
presence  would  dissipate  every  objection.  The  enclosed  Letters 
came  on  Thursday,  I  have  wrote  to  Thomas,  and  told  him  you 
were  out  of  Town. 

I  shall  give  Taplin  a  letter  by  to  nights  post,  requesting  his 
attention  to  the  Payment  of  some  Money. 

I  am  likely  to  help  Mr.  Mapletoft  to  an  Assistant,  unless  I  am 
again  disappointed,  he  goes  on  Monday.  Messrs.  West  &  Co.  have 
wrote  and  their  Orders  went  by  the  Waggon  yesterday. 

Mr.  Edwards  of  Chester  called  yesterday  morning  and  left  a 
small  Order,  which  goes  with  some  Instruments  from  Cargill  next 
week.  Mr.  Graham  and  Grant  came  to  know  if  you  would  agree 
for  the  Dr.  to  have  £20  advanced  him  out  of  the  Money  already 
collected,  for  the  purpose  of  electrical  experiments.  I  acquiesced 
in  the  proposal  and  hope  you  will  approve  my  conduct. 

My  Mother  desires  her  Love,  and  am 

Your  dutiful  Son, 

John  Jones. 

P.S.  Mr.  Andrews  ha3  this  morning  sent  me  £10 — he  has  lately 
met  with  an  accident,  that  of  falling  into  a  Cellar  and  bruising 
himself  considerably.  To-morrow  if  it  proves  fine  I  am  to  make 
trials  of  a  Horse,  which  I  am  told  is  a  very  good  one,  the  man 
who  has  found  it  out  is  the  Brother  of  my  Frisseur  and  accom- 
panies me  either  to  Hyde  Park  or  Peckham  on  another.  Horses 
have  been  the  sole  study  of  his  life — he  lives  as  groom  to 
Sr.  Charles  Cocks. 

The  Taplin  referred  to  in  the  letter  was  an  apothecary  at 
Wokingham,  and  his  reply  to  the  request  for  payment  of 
money  is  the  most  amusing  specimen  of  ornate  diction,  even 
for  that  century.  It  begins  by  deploring  the  fact  that  the 
letter  first  fell  into  Mrs.  Taplin's  hands.  The  writer  spends 
pages  on  eulogising  that  worthy  woman.  He  says  she  has 
assisted  him  through  an  unfortunate  accumulation  of  diffi- 
culties— debts  brought  against  him  not  of  his  own  contract- 
ing— and  he  declares  she  has  done  more  than  any  other 
woman  would  have  done  under  the  circumstances.  He 
appeals  to  Mr.  Jones,  and  says  : — 

You  yourself,  Sir,  will  acknowledge  that  when  I  had  Caste  I 
came  to'  you  with  a  Hand  and  Heart  equally  open,  and  you  must 


know  Sir  a  Literary  correspondence  will  be  most  dangerous  to 
me.  My  good  Wife  has  put  me  in  a  respectable  way  of  business, 
that  with  time  and  secresy  will  enable  me  to  discharge  all  my 
debts.  A  thing  that  could  otherwise  never  have  happened,  unless 
such  a  sum  had  descended  from  Heaven  in  Jove's  Golden  Shower. 

After  many  reiterations  of  similar  sentiments,  Mr.  Taplin 
concludes  : — 

I  hope  Sir  you  will  come  and  stay  a  night  or  two  with  me,  when 
in  a  private  conversation  I  will  most  readily  accede  to  such  pro- 
posals as  circumstances  shall  render  eligible. 

I  humbly  beg  permission 
to  subscribe  myself 

Dr.  Sir  Your  very  obliged 
faithful  Humble  servt. 

J.  Taplin. 

It  is  curious  how  surnames  raise  associations.  When 
looking  through  the  1781  letters  I  was  struck  with  my  own 
name  in  a  letter  addressed  to  "  Mr.  Wm.  Jones,  drugist,  &c, 
Russell  Street,  Cov'  Garden."  [We  reproduce  this. — 
Editor.]  : — 


A' 


(Original  1h  inches  wide.) 

Many  of  the  letters  are  of  historic  interest,  and  I  presume 
of  value  in  that  regard.  The  following  is  a  fair  example  of 
them,  and  those  who  wish  to  add  local  colour  to  it  cannot 
do  better  than  supply  it  from  Carlyle's  "French  Revolu- 
tion " : — 

Mr.  Wm.  Jones  in  London.  Paris,  Sep.  4,  1774. 

Sir, 

Ever  ready  to  serve  my  friends  and  Countrymen  in  General 
to  the  best  of  my  Abilities,  in  pursuance  of  your  request  by  letter 
of  the  23  Ultimo,  I  began  my  enquiries  concerning  the  nature  of 
the  Honble  Bennett  Wallops  Imprisonment,  and  cannot  find  that 
Gentleman  accused  of  any  crime  whatever,  except  that  of  owing 
more  money  than  he  is  able  to  pay  which  I  believe  was  caused  by 
an  unfortunate  vein  of  ill  luck  at  Gaming.  He  is  in  a  most 
deplorable  situation  and  I  really  think  he  deserves  pity :  in  a 
tradesman  there  is  no  excuse  for  Gaming  but  I  think  it  cruel  that 
a  Gentleman  should  be  abandoned  by  his  family  and  friends  for 
having  had  an  unfortunate  run  of  ill  luck  at  play  as  he  lost  in  the 
beginning  and  kept  playing  on  in  hopes  of  retrieving  himself, 
instead  of  which  he  involved  himself  still  deeper.  The  following 
is  the  Authentick  Account  I  could  discover  and  I  believe  the  whole 
truth.  He  was  arrested  for  debt  by  Order  of  the  King  at  Caen  in 
Normandie  and  brought  from  thence  to  Paris  at  the  suit  of  Mad'" 
Campbell  an  English  lady  for  Money  she  had  lent  him  to  the 
amount  of  6000  livres  french  money  as  on  the  other  side. 

Bladm  Campbell  for  money  lent    6000  livres 

Mr.  Dupere  at  Caen  for  money  lent   4-000  livres 

Mr.  Burgest  &  Messrs.  Le  Roux  &  la  Salle 

Silk  Merciers  about   2000  livres 

to  the  Lace  Mercht.  to  the  Cook,  to  his 

Landlord  and  the  Wine  Merchant  about...  3000  livres 

to  his  Taylor  Mons.  Denayve    2000  livres 
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there  are  some  few  other  trifling  debts,  but  which  dont  amount 
to  any  considerable  sum,  in  short  I  think  for  about  850  or 
900  pounds  I  could  take  upon  me  to  pay  all  the  debts  that  he  owes 
in  France.  The  prison  he  is  confined  in  is  called  fort  L'Eveque  a 
horrid  place  situated  on  the  Quay  nearly  opposite  to  where  I  live. 
He  lays  in  a  deplorable  situation  full  of  grief  and  anxiety,  he  is 
much  altered  having  been  ill  two  or  three  times,  and  I  believe  has 
repented  his  folly  some  hundreds  of  times. 

I  remain  with  respect  Sir  your  very  humble  Servant, 

W>i.  Gaxdoner. 

My  sister  joins  me  and  begs  to  be  kindly  presented  to  Mrs.  & 
Miss  Jones  &  all  the  family. 

I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  inform  my  mother  wee  are 
all  well  and  that  I  shall  write  to  them  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  cannot  find  the  exact  date  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Wm. 
Jones,  but  his  son,  Mr.  Jno.  Jones,  was  in  possession  in  1800 
and  a  year  or  two  before  that  time.  The  celebrated  Dr. 
James  used  to  obtain  his  far-famed  antimonial  powder 
through  him!  Mr.  Hooper  told  me  that  it  was  not  unusual 
for  Dr.  James  to  take  a  pipe  and  glass  in  the  Little  Russell 
Street  parlour,  and  the  following  letter  seems  to  indicate 
that  they  were  comrades  in  festivity  :— 


(Original  4  inches  wide.) 

The  cross  on  the  fourth  line  indexes  a  footnote  to  the  effect 
that  500  lbs.  was  the  usual  quantity  that  Dr.  James 
obtained. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  my  story  I  would  ask  the 
reader  to  recall  this  most  interesting  historic  period,  which 
commenced  with  the  peaceful  administration  of  Walpole 
and  proceeded  through  the  momentous  and  epoch-making- 
times  of  Chatham  and  the  younger  Pitt.  I  have  amongst 
the  salvage  old  newspapers  containing  the  parliamentary 
speeches  of  Pitt  and  Fox,  Burke  and  Sheridan.  I  well 
remember,  as  a  youth  fresh  from  reading  the  essays  of 
Macaulay,  how  the  monuments  of  these  men  in  the  awe- 
inspiring  nave  of  Westminster  Abbey  used  to  thrill  me. 

Mr.  Hooper  Succeeds. 
From  1800  to  1837,  when  Mr.  Wm.  Hooper  succeeded  to 
the  business,  I  have  no  record,  except  that  Mr.  Kiddle  was 
Mr.  Hooper's  immediate  predecessor.  Kiddle's  James's 
powder  is  doubtless  familiar  to  many  still,  and  we  still  put 
up  Hooper's  James's  Powder  in  the  quaint  square  bottles 


Mr.  Wm.  Hooper. 


with  marbled  paper  wrappers.  The  business  in  Kiddle's  time 
had  sunk  to  small  dimensions,  and  the  wholesale  connection 
with  the  apothecaries  had  vanished.  The  business  was  at  a 
low  ebb  when  Mr.  Hooper  took  it  over,  and  for  some  few 
years  he  was  able  to  manage  it  single-handed.  He  was  a 
man  of  fine  presence  and  strong 
character.  He  had  been  some 
years  with  Godfrey  &  Cooke,  in 
Southampton  Street,  the  con- 
temporary of  Mr.  Bayley  and  the 
elder  Ince ;  and  he  brought  with 
him  to  Russell  Street  all  the 
enthusiasm  for  excellence  of 
quality  and  dignity  of  manner 
for  which  that  old  and  aristo- 
cratic business  was  noted.  The 
neighbourhood  then  was  densely 
populated,  and  the  personality  of 
Mr.  Hooper  soon  made  itself  felt, 
the  business  increasing  steadily. 

Mr.  Warner,  of  Piccadilly,  was  one  of  his  earlier  assist- 
ants, and  was  with  him  several  years,  and  to  the  last 
was  one  of  his  closest  friends.  His  nephew — Mr.  Frank 
Hooper — came  to  help  him  in  1867.  At  that  time  the 
fortunes  of  the  business  were  restored,  and  the  reputation  it 
had  acquired  for  excellence  and  accuracy  was  second  t& 
none  in  London.  Mr.  Frank  Hooper  was  a  very  capable  and 
good  'man  of  business,  and  much  liked.  His  efforts  were 
seconded  by  another  capable  man,  Mr.  J.  S.  Radford,  now  of 
Nottingham,  who  was  assistant  for  some  six  or  seven  years,, 
till  the  death  of  Mr.  Frank  Hooper  in  1877,  when  the  busi- 
ness was  at  its  zenith  and  the  opposition  of  stores  had  been 
little  felt.  The  health  of  Mr.  Frank  Hooper,  never  very 
robust,  was  not  equal  to  the  strain  of  the  hard  work  at 
Russell  Street,  and  it  was  too  late  when  he  realised  it.  He- 
took  a  chill  whilst  working  in  the  laboratory  in  September 
1877,  and  inflammation  of  the  lungs  followed,  from  which 
he  did  not  recover.  His  uncle  was  then  77  years  of  age  and 
in  possession  of  an  ample  fortune,  so  he  decided  to  sell  the- 
business.  Mr.  Rowe  and  I  bought  it  in  December,  1877,  and 
in  all  transactions  with  Mr.  Hooper  I  had  reason  to  respect 
and  like  him.  At  77  years  he  was  upright  and  alert,  his 
eyes  were  keen  and  searching,  and  his  memory  good.  He  had1 
been  enrolled  as  a  constable  during  the  Chartist  riots,  and  I 
found  his  constable's  staff  here  when  I  came.  He  was  an 
examiner  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  (of  which  he  was  a  founder)  in  the  early  fifties,  but  later 
in  life  he  devoted  himself  more  to  local  and  municipal  work. 
He  remembered  the  Battle  of  Waterloo,  and  the  distress  in 
England  about  that  time,  and  unlike  most  old  men  he  saw 
the  good  of  the  later  times,  and  no  glamour  of  the  past 
could  make  him  speak  of  the  "  good  old  times,"  unless  to- 
contrast  them  with  the  better  times  in  which  we  live.  It 
was  my  "privilege  to  visit  him  frequently  at  his  private 
residence  at  Surbiton,  and  some  nine  years  after  we  had 
succeeded  to  the  business  (Mr.  Rundle,  an  old  assistant  of 
Mr.  Hooper,  was  my  partner  then),  he  said  he  observed  that 
pharmacy  was  degenerating,  and  that  our  neighbourhood  of 
Covent  Garden  was  becoming  a  less  resident  and  populous 
one,  and  he  wished  to  compensate  us  somewhat  by  giving 
us  a  new  lease  with  a  reduction  of  25/.  per  annum  in  rent. 
This  was  a  consideration  so  unusual  in  business  transactions 
(the  screw  being  mostly  turned  the  other  way)  that  it  is 
worth  recording.  I  well  remember  also  sending  him  his- 
yearly  account  for  medicines,  amounting  to  some  nine  or  ten 
pounds,  charging  him  at  reduced  prices.  He  returned  it, 
saying  that  as  he  wished  his  custom  to  be  valued,  he- 
preferred  being  charged  the  full  prices.    He  died  at  the  ripe- 
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age  of  91  years,  leaving  behind  him  an  exceptional  character 
for  honesty  and  integrity.  He  was  a  man  who  conferred 
distinction  on  the  calling  he  followed.  He  had  raised  the 
reputation  of  his  business  to  a  higher  level  than  in  its 
eighteenth  century  days,  and  for  sixty-five  years  now  his 
name  has  been  associated  with  it. 

The  Present  Stage. 

On  entering  upon  the  responsible  task  of  following  Mr. 
Hooper,  I  was  loyally  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Kadford  ;  but 
after  a  few  months  his  health  unfortunately  gave  way,  and 
he  was  ordered  to  Australia.  I  am  pleased  to  say  he 
returned  to  England  quite  restored,  and  is  now  in  business 
at  Nottingham.  The  circumstance  that  struck  me  most  on 
coming  here  was  the  unbounded  faith  in  "  Hooper's  "  which 
the  poor  and  rich  freely  expressed.  The  poor  had  always 
been  treated  with  courtesy  and  consideration,  and  their 
grateful  and  outspoken  appreciation  of  it  was  refreshing 
after  the  cold  manners  of  the  West.  The  neighbourhood  in 
'77  was  thickly  populated.  Drury  Lane  was  a  mass  of 
humanity.  This  was  before  the  large  blocks  of  artisans' 
dwellings  had  replaced  the  dilapidated  houses.  I  remember 
Mr.  Hooper's  saying  when  I  expressed  some  hopes  of  busi- 
ness from  the  new  buildings  and  a  better  class  of  people : 
"  Ah,  sir !  it  is  my  experience  that  sinners  always  pay  us 
better  than  saints."    That  proved  quite  true. 

The  old  Albion  Restaurant  was  then  flourishing,  and  many 
were  the  bottles  of  gout-mixture  and  other  medicines  that  its 
habitues  would  drop  in  and  order  about  7  o'clock  on  their 
way  to  dine  at  that  good  old-fashioned  and  substantial 
restaurant. 

It  was  not  unknown  to  our  craft  that  our  lamented 
friend  Mr.  John  Willams  might  often  be  seen  enjoying  the 
hospitality  of  the  Albion.  The  Tavistock,  Bedford,  and 
Hummums  hotels  were  then  doing  a  thriving  business,  and  to 
the  Tavistock  especially  came  a  varied  assortment  of  gentle- 
men from  all  parts  of  the  country  and  the  world — sporting 
and  agricultural  magnates,  gentlemen  from  South  America, 
India,  and  the  West  Indies  found  in  that  hotel  the  bachelor's 
ideal  home.  From  these  sources  we  not  only  derived  good 
business,  but  it  was  a  mental  delight  to  come  into  contact 
with  cosmopolitan  people,  whose  conversation  and  acquaint- 
ance were  always  interesting  and  particularly  free  from 
that  snobbishness  and  assumption  which  the  pharmacist  as 
a  shopkeeper  so  often  encounters. 

Lastly  there  was  the  dramatic  profession,  whose  great 
shopping  centre  this  was  and  still  is,  and  I  am  bound  to  say, 
of  the  feminine  portion  especially,  that  a  more  interesting 
and  agreeable  section  of  the  community  one  need  not  wish 
tj  cater  for. 

Amongst  the  infinite  incidents  of  interest  which  are  bound 
to  occur  in  a  neighbourhood  like  this,  there  are  a  few  im- 
pressed on  my  memory.  We  have  been  disturbed  by  three 
fires.  On  one  occasion  the  inmates  of  the  next  house  (an  oil 
shop)  came  straight  from  their  beds  to  shelter  here.  In  our 
little  sitting-room,  at  about  12.30  a.m.,  we  had  husband, 
wife,  and  children  in  night  attire.  We  provided  what  cover- 
ing we  could,  administered  stimulants,  and  entertained  them 
till  the  fire  was  got  under.  I  remember  one  Sunday  night 
my  late  partner — Mr.  Rundle — was  alone  on  duty.  We  used 
to  be  very  busy  at  that  time,  and  while  Mr.  Rundle  had  his 
"hands  full  a  gentleman  came  in  bleeding  severely  from  the 
nose.  At  that  date  we  were  in  the  habit  of  rendering 
assistance  more  freely  than  we  do  now.  Mr.  Rundle  got  the 
patient  a  chair  by  the  water-tap  and  supplied  him  with 
*typtic  plugs,  then  went  on  serving  the  numerous  customers 
that  were  waiting.  For  an  hour  he  gave  his  attention  first 
to  the  counter  and  then  to  the  patient,  till,  getting 
irightened  at  the  amount  of  blood  that  the  patient  was 


losing,  he  shut  out  the  customers,  gave  the  patient  a  stimu- 
lant, and  hastened  out  to  fetch  a  doctor,  who  quickly  came. 
After  another  hour's  attention  the  bleeding  was  arrested 
and  Dr.  Matthews  complimented  Mr.  Rundle  before  the 
patient,  who  gratefully  paid  him  the  same  fee  as  the  doctor. 

I  have  often  been  amused  by  the  matrons  of  Drury  Lane 
coming  in,  sometimes  in  twos,  occasionally  in  threes,  to  take 
together  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  which  they  called  "  Raspberry 
Top  and  Bottom."    It  consisted  of — 

Aq.  cinnamorni        ...       ...       ...  gj. 

01.  ricini        ...       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Tr.  card,  co   5j-  (to  float  on 

the  top  of  the  oil). 

This  swallowed  quickly  leaves  only  a  taste  of  cinnamon 
behind ;  and  these  ladies  would  come  and  stand  in  a  row 
for  this  flavoury  drink,  and  they  seemed  to  find  it  a  festive 
occasion. 

An  incident  of  a  tragic  character  once  happened  to  me. 
One  of  the  working  staff  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  who 
suffered  much  from  asthma  and  bronchitis,  came  in  one 
evening  hastily  from  his  work  with  an  attack  upon  him,  and 
asked  for  a  draught  to  give  him  relief.  (We  have  daily 
from  the  theatre  people  suffering  from  faintness  and  other 
causes  to  whom  we  endeavour  to  give  temporary  aid.)  The 
man  sat  down  in  a  chair,  and,  before  we  realised  it,  died 
without  a  struggle.  Customers  were  coming  in,  but  rushed 
out  again,  seeing  the  man  still  in  a  reclining  position  in  the 
chair,  with  death  upon  his  face.  An  assistant  helped  me  to 
carry  him  into  our  little  back  room  till  the  police  came. 

Through  the  arduous  twenty-five  years'  work  here  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  have  the  help  of  excellent  assis- 
tants. Mr.  Gould  in  the  earlier  days  was  a  host  in  himself. 
I  still  have  happy  business  relations  with  him.  He  has 
received  numerous  honours  in  his  adopted  country,  and  has 
served  pharmacy  well.  Mr.  Griffiths,  who  has  built  a  large 
business  in  Valparaiso ;  and  Mr.  Baker,  who  has  succeeded 
to  the  princely  business  of  Smith,  Stanistreet  &  Co.,  of 
Calcutta. 

With  a  Few  Reflections, 

I  will  bring  these  observations  to  a  close.  I  do  not  think 
that  pharmacy  is  so  pleasant  and  remunerative  a  business 
as  it  was  in  those  old  days.  Competition,  we  know,  is 
tremendous.  The  enormous  increase  in  rent  and  taxes  in 
the  main  thoroughfares  of  London  makes  it  prohibitive  to 
take  a  pharmacy  of  comfortable  dimensions.  The  leading 
men  of  the  past  had  enthusiasm  for  their  work,  but  how 
little  practical  pharmacy  the  retailer  of  to-day  gets.  More 
often  he  is  employed  in  imitating  the  tactics  of  the  draper, 
but  on  a  meaner  scale.  We  have  for  years  been  groping  in 
the  wilderness,  a  prey  to  the  great  company-beast.  And,  like 
the  Children  of  Israel,  we  have  murmured  against  our 
leaders,  and  been  wanting  in  union  and  steadfastness  amongst 
ourselves.  Perhaps  in  adversity  the  lessons  are  being  learnt. 
May  our  Moses  be  more  fortunate  than  his  great  predecessor, 
and  have  the  privilege,  in  his  day,  to  see  the  great  gaps  in 
the  citadel  of  pharmacy  repaired,  and  itsjfollowers  enjoying 
the  just  rights,  privileges,  and  titles  which  their  training 
and  compulsory  examination  should  secure  to  them. 

Its  Peculiarities. 

By  The  Editor. 
Mr.  Warren  is  more  than  modest  in  the-use  of  the  historic 
material  which  his  pharmacy  affords.  I  spent  an  evening 
with  him  early  this  month,  and  he  put  me  into  the  shop- 
parlour.  The  room  has  a  peculiar  influence  upon  one.  The 
wainscot  walls  and  the  quietude  make  one  feel  that  he  is  in 
the  parlour  of  a.  druggist's  shop  in;  the  market-place  of  some 
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country  town.  There  is  nothing  "  London-like "  about  it 
except  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe,  below  which 
hangs  an  ancient  illustrated  handbill  representing  a  chimney- 
sweep and  his  boy  chimney-climbers.  The  sketch  just 
catches  the  diaphanous  display  of  a  pretty  damsel  placed 
nearer  the  door.    It  was  here  that  Dr.  James,  the  fever- 


powder  inventor,  took  his  glass  of  wine  with  Mr.  Jones, 
and  on  that  account  alone  our  artist's  sketch  of  it  deserves 
to  be  preserved  in  a  trade  record.  To  while  away  my  time 
before  the  shutters  were  pulled  down  Mr.  Warren  brought 
me  some  old  books  to  look  over.  In  one  of  them  was  a 
letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Jones,  to  the  following  effect : — 

Sir, — I  beg  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send  us  a  quart  of  the  ol. 
jecoris  aselli,  or  cod-liver  oil  as  it  is  used  in  the  hospital  at 
Manchester  by  Dr.  Percival,  which  will  oblige 

Yr.  honble.  servt., 

Apr.  18th,  1782.  Thomas  West. 

The  interest  of  this  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  was  in  1782 
that  Dr.  T.  Percival  strongly  recommended  cod-liver  oil  for 
chronic  rheumatism  {London  Medical  Journal,  iii.,  393),  and 
Lancashire  appears  to  have  been  the  source  of  our  modern 
knowledge  of  the  therapeutics  of  this  remedy.  It  was  not 
until  about  sixty  years  later  that  pale  cod-liver  oil  was 
introduced  by  Peter  MSller,  and  the  nastiness  of  the  com- 
mercial oils  obtainable  up  till  1853  was  the  cause  of  its 
slow  progress  in  medicine.  The  note  is  not  quoted  on  that 
account,  however,  but  to  show  that  Mr.  William  Jones  was 
an  up-to-date  man,  and  could  furnish  his  customers  with 
the  new  remedies  of  the  time.  TJiat  was  probably  necessary 
judging  from  the  names  in  his  ledger.  Turning  over  the 
pages  my  eye  caught  an  entry — 

Mr.  John  Hunter  in  Jermijn  Street,  St.  James 

— showing  that  the  famous  anatomist  and  surgeon  was  a 
customer — indeed,  from  1776  to  1785  he  ran  up  an  account 
totalling  322/.  16s. ,  and  it  was  continued  when  he  removed 
to  Leicester  Square,  the  ledger  also  showing  items  covering 
the  period  from  1786  to  1790.  By  that  time  John  Hunter 
was  nearing  the  end  of  his  distinguished  career,  for  he  died 
in  1793,  having  influenced  the  practice  of  medicine  more 
than  any  man  of  his  generation. 

When  William  Hooper  succeeded  to  the  business  he  was 
conscious  that  it  had  a  past  which  would  not  keep  the  pot 
boiling,  and  he  immediately  began  to  develop  it  along  new 
lines.  One  of  his  earliest  ventures  was  the  manufacture  of 
marking-ink,  in  which  he  achieved  a  notable  success— 
indeed,  the  ink  remains  to  this  day  one  of  the  staples  of  the 
business.  It  is  curious  that  in  Belgium  it  is  one  of  the  best- 
known  marking  inks,  and  still  enjoys  a  large  sale  there. 
This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  travellers  of  Perry,  the 
well-known  pen  firm,  carried  samples  of  the  ink.    It  is  now 


sold  fairly  extensively  in  Australia  and  India,  as  well  as  at 
home. 

There  is  a  tale  in  connection  with  the  ink  which 
Mr.  Warren  thinks  is  apocryphal,  but  is  worth  telling. 
Mr.  Hooper  was  most  particular  in  regard  to  quality,  and  if 
the  ink  did  not  come  up  to  his  standard  he  set  it  aside  as  a 
failure.  Once  there  were  about  two  dozen  Winchesters  of 
such  "  failures  "  on  his  shelves,  and  he  sent  this  ink  to  the 
reducers  to  be  converted  into  silver,  from  which  he  had 
shop-utensils  made.    There  are  more 


Silver  Utensils  in  the  Pharmacy 
than  two  dozen  Winchesters  of  marking-ink  would  furnish, 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  he  presented  several  old  assistants  with 


Silver  Pans. 


silver  cigarette-cases  made  from  recovered  silver.  Such 
silver  utensils  as  I  have  referred  to  are  rarely  seen  in 


Silver  Infusion-jug  and  Straineb. 


pharmacy  nowadays,  and  sketches  of  them  are  given.  One 
is  a  silver  pan  of  about  80  oz.  capacity,  used  for  boiling, 
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and  chiefly  in  the  old  days  for  making  decoctions.  It  is 
5|  inches  high,  65  inches  in  diameter,  and  weighs  a  few 
pounds.  The  handle  is  6|  inches 
long.  The  pan  has  no  lip.  A 
smaller  one  measures  2J  inches 
in  height  and  3  inches  across. 
It  is  furnished  with  a  lip.  Per- 
haps the  quaintest  piece  is  the 
infusion-jug  with  strainer.  This 
jug  holds  a  trifle  more  than  a 


3  inches  diameter  at  the  top,  and 

4  inches  at  the  bottom.  The 
strainer  is  a  perforated  basin  of 
silver  which  fits  into  the  jug,  the 
drug  being  placed  in  the  basin 
and  the  boiling  water  poured 
upon  it ;  then  it  is  covered  with 
a  silver  lid,  shown  in  the  sketch. 
Another  piece  of  silverware  is  a 
stemless  funnel,  or  strainer— a 
cone  2|-  inches  high,  4|  inches 
diameter  at  the  top,  and  1|  inch 
at  the  bottom.  A  piece  of  muslin 
is  tied  round  the  narrow  end  of 
this  when  it  has  to  be  used.  All 
these  pieces  of  apparatus  are  in 
daily  use,  and  have  been  for  half 

a  century  or  more,  thus  proving  once  again  that  it  pays 
to  get  a  good  thing.  The  water-tap  at  the  dispensing- 
counter  is  made  of  silver  too.  While  the  artist  was]sketching 
these  things,  Mr.  Warren  brought  into  the  parlour  an  ancient- 
looking  enema-syringe — one  of  the  first  mechanical  devices 
to  take  the  place  of  the  old  clyster-bladder  and  pipe.  The 
syringe  is  made  of  zinc,  and  consists  of  a  piston  moving  in  a 


syrup  cupboard  in  which  the  bottles  stand  upon  a  grill — an 
admirable  idea  for  cleanliness  sake,  as  the  metal  tray  in 
which  the  grill  stands  can  be  washed  frequently.  The 


Bell-metal  Mortar. 


Old  Enema-syringe. 

"barrel  3  inches  diameter  and  9|  inches  long.    The  pipe  is 
12  inches  long  and  is  attached  to  a  flat  piece  of  metal,  so 
that  the  apparatus  stands  by  itself  for  an  obvious  purpose. 
In  these  old  pharmacies  one  gets  ideas  in 

Shop-fitting  and  Trade  Practice, 
perhaps  because  their  class  and  period  cover  some  of  the  best 
pharmaceutical  talent.  In  this  case  we  are  dealing  with  a 
period  of  a  little  under  seventy  years,  for  the  front  shop  appears 
to  have  been  refitted  by  Mr.  Hooper.  He  raised  the  shop- 
front  and  put  plate  glass  in  it,  preserving  as  the  centrepiece 
the  sign  of  the  red  cross  by  which  the  pharmacy  has  been 
known  since  its  establishment.  The  fittings  are  of  solid 
mahogany,  and  the  showcases  are  exceptionally  deep  so  as 
give  room  for  abundance  of  stock.  I  have  had  a  sketch 
made  of  a  section  of  the  shelving  behind  the  counter,  so  as 
to  show  the  squat  ointment  and  pill  pots,  and  an  oil  and 


cupboards  shown  are  for  poisons,  and  are  simply  enclosed 
sections  of  the  shelving.    They  are  rather  artistic. 

A  glance  over  the  showcases  suffices  to  show  the  stage- 
connections  of  the  house.  One  sees  giant  puff-boxes  which 
tell  of  a  more  extensive  area  than  the  face  to  beautify,  and 
such  articles  as  velvet  chalk,  cremolys,  creme  royale, 
nuciline,  and  Hooper's  lotion  give  one  a  peep  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  make-up,  as  well  as  an  indication  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  changing  business  of  a  changing  neigh- 
bourhood can  be  kept  up.  In  the  cellars  below  there  are 
cupboardfuls  of  these  and  other  toilet-preparations  ready  to 


Still  from  Eighteenth  Century. 

send  out,  for  they  follow  actors  and  actresses  wherever  they 
go.  A  compliment  to  Mr.  Warren  on  the  neatness  of  his 
labels,  most  of  which  have  the  red-cross  sign  upon  them, 
brought  the  remark  that  his  predecessor  was  more  modest  in 


January  31,  1903 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


193 


that  regard,  as  he  simply  labelled  articles  with  a  slip-label 
like  this  : — 


SYRUP  OF  POPPIES. 


Beneath  this  was  placed  an  engraved  scrip-label  with  the 
name  and  address — viz.,  "  William  Hooper,  24  Russell  Street, 
Covent  Garden."'  The  business  has  long  had  a  reputation  for 
concentrated  infusions  and  certain  other  galenical  prepara- 
tions ;  indeed,  it  was  here,  I  believe,  that  inf.  gentian,  co. 
cone,  was  first  made  with  fresh  orange-peel.  Mr.  Hooper 
had  a  brother  in  the  fruit-market  near  by  (another  brother 
was  Mr.  Bartlett  Hooper,  of  London  Bridge),  and  he  drew 
supplies  of  bitter  orange  as  the  cases  were  imported.  The 
laboratory  reveals  the  old  processes,  many  carried  on  to  this 
day  ;  and  here,  again,  one  finds  old  apparatus.  The  photograph 
of  the  still  speaks  for  itself.  A  still  has  stood  there  for  140 
years  or  more,  and  exactly  as  shown,  the  original  having 
been  replaced  bit  by  bit  as  the  ravages  of  time  demanded, 
without  altering  the  original  design.  A  fine  old  bell  mortar 
is  also  in  use,  and  a  sketch  of  it  is  given  as  the  photograph 
came  out  indifferently.  It  is  10  inches  high,  13§  inches 
diameter  at  mouth,  and  lOf  inches  at  the  base.    An  old 


marble  mortar  is  also  in  use,  as  well  as  several  peculiar 
copper  pitchers  about  fifty  years  or  more  old. 

These  notes  by  no  means  exhaust  the  interest  of  this  old 
pharmacy,  but  their  purpose  is  to  catch  while  the  pharmacy 
exists  some  of  those  peculiarities  which  are  uncommon,  and 
which  will  vanish  when  the  house-breaker  ascends  the  walls. 

"  Original  Verse."— The  prize  poet  at  the  Builth  Wells  local 
eisteddfod  must  surely  be  a  chemist.  The  following  lines  are 
samples  of  his  prize-poem  : — 

Ood,  Pll  praise  Thy  holy  Name 

And  Thy  works  I  will  proclaim  : — 

For  thy  goodness  unto  man 

Has  for  ages  always  ran  ; 

All  that  is  in  nature  made 

Was  for  man,  whene'er  he  bade : — 

Thus  the  springs  of  water  hidden 

In  Builth  Wells,  to  man  was  given. 

Here  we  have  the  whole  combine, 
Nature's  Druggist  Shop  we  find  : — 
Full  of  all  that  man  may  need 
Fresh,  pure,  and  sweet  indeed  ; 
Tumours,  scurvy,  dropsy,  gout, 
Indigestion  must  clear  out ; 
Piles,  rheumatic,  cancer,  swell, 
Here  are  healed,  so  they  do  tell. 

The  verses  may  look  well  in  Welsh,  but  the  translation  into  English 
renders  the  lines  slightly  ludicrous. 


B  G\>pical  Parisian  pharmacy 


DR.  LAFAY'S  pharmacy,  situated  at  the  corner  of  the 
Chaussee  d'Antin  and  the  rue  de  Provence,  Paris,  is  a 
type  of  the  good-class  French  house.  The  neighbourhood 
has  neither  the  cosmopolitan  character  of  the  Champs 
Elysees,  the  sleepy  aristocracy  of  the  Faubourg  St.-Germain, 
the  bustle  of  the  Stock  Exchange  (Bourse),  or  the  working- 
class  air  of  Eastern  Paris.  In  close  proximity  to  the  larger 
banks,  and  not  far  from  the  Boulevards,  it  may  be  compared 
with  some  of  the  less  thronged  but  active  and  wealthy  streets 
of  the  City  of  London. 

The  Shop-front. 

The  distinctive  difference  between  the  outside  of  the 
average  English  and  French  pharmacy  is  that  in  the  latter 
no  attempt  is  made  to  dress  the  window.  As  in  Cannon 
Street  a  shawl,  a  piece  of  drapery  or  a  garment  thrown  over 
the  window  screen,  is  often  the  sole  indication  of  the  vast 
wealth  stored  in  the  six-storey  warehouse,  so  does  the 
average  Gallic  pharmacist  hint  discreetly,  without  undue 
insistence,  on  the  natui'e  of  his  business.  On  the  other  hand 
(before   the  days  of  company  pharmacy,  at  least),  the 


Sketch  of  Dk.  Lafay's  Pharmacy. 


English  chemist  puts  his  name  in  large  letters,  his  profession 
in  smaller.  But  in  France  the  great  point  is  that  the 
inscription  "  Pharmacie  "  shall  be  in  the  biggest  letters  on  the 
shop-front.  In  this  case,  then,  "Pharmacie  du  Docteur 
Lafay  "  in  gigantic  black  letters  is  the  outward  and  visible 
sign  of  the  business. 

On  looking  closer,  one  notices  that  the  particularly  large 
and  handsome  china  vases  (which  stand  between  the  two 
orthodox  carboys)  bear  a  reproduction  of  Gerard  Dow's 
masterpiece  from  the  Louvre,  "  La  Femme  Hydropique,"  and 
that  in  the  carved  oak  panels  below  is  inserted  a  parchment 
bearing  the  names  of  the  various  prizes  and  medals  which 
the  pharmacist  has  won  (at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  and 
otherwise)  during  his  scientific  career.  On  the  other  side 
(rue  de  Provence),  the  fact  that  quinine  wines  are  a  speciality 
of  the  firm  is  duly  emblazoned  in  gold  on  the  large  portion 
of  the  window  that  is  not  used  for  lighting-purposes.  Here 
the  two  carboys  are  reversed,  but  the  same  oak  panelling 
and  parchment  occurs,  surmounted  by  replicas  of  the  medals 
gained.  A  couple  of  (imitation)  antique  drug-pots,  marked 
"  Orvietan  "  and  "  Theriaca  "  complete  the  window  display. 

The  Interior 

confirms  the  same  impression  of  lack  of  show-goods.  Oak 
cases  with  fronts  of  ground  glass  occupy  the  main  portion  of 
the  walls.  The  only  goods  visible  are  at  the  further  end, 
where  some  fifty  blue-glass  jars  are  labelled  in  Latin  (this 
is  by  no  means  the  invariable  rule  in  France)  with  such 
familiar  names  as  magnesia,  quinine,  boracic  and  tartaric 
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acids,  tea  (three  kinds),  asparagus,  cinnamon,  sulphur,  &c. 
Below  are  a  row  of  dark-blue  bottles  of  various  waters  and 
alcohols,  and  at  the  side  a  series  of  smaller  glass  jars  hold 
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Store. 
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indicates  that  commerce  now  marches  hand-in-hand  with 
knowledge.  At  the  side  is  a  small  stock-room  ;  but  most 
of  the  stock  is  in  the  basement,  which  is  exceptionally- 
clean,  well  lighted,  and  lofty.  Here  we 
find  the  first  cellar  full  of  mineral 
waters.  Vichy  and  Vals  predominate, 
but  all  are  represented.  This  is,  in 
fact,  a  large  feature  of  the  business.  A 
second  cellar  is  the  working-laboratory, 
with  the  usual  pans  and  apparatus. 
Some  tinctures,  syrups,  &c,  are  here 
stored,  all  alphabetically  arranged  on 
the  rows  of  shelves.  In  this  and  the 
neighbouring  room  is  also  a  stock  of 
the  firm's  specialities — antiseptics  and 
various  medicaments.  Last  comes  the 
wine-cellar — Malaga,  Banvuls,  Beau- 
jolais,  and  other  wines  all  arranged  on 
separate  racks,  ready  to  be  put  up  with 
quinine  or  other  drugs  as  occasion  re- 
quires. Of  course,  in  France,  there  is 
no  question  of  licences. 

The  fact  that  Dr.  Lafay  has  climbed 
practically  every  rung  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical ladder  on  which  honours  are  to 
be  gained,  besides  taking  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  does  not  detract 
from  the  interest  of  this  typical 
pharmacy. 


[practical  Botes. 


various  specimens  of  powdered  substances.    The  lack  of 
patents  and  put-up  goods  is,  however,  only  apparent.  A 
glance  at  the  little  cases  under  the  window-front  will  show 
that  the  pharmacist  makes  up  a  full  line  of  the  remedies  and 
sundries  most  commonly  asked  for — cough-mixtures,  tooth- 
powders,  soap,  medicinal  wines  (with  quinine,  kola,  &c), 
sarsaparilla,  glycerin,  &c.    When  an  assistant  opens  one 
of  the  ground-glass  cases  already  referred  to,  the  shelves 
may  be  seen  closely  packed  with  all  those  sundries  which 
the  English  chemist  keeps  in  the  window  or  on  the  counter. 
Shutting  them  up  thus  must  avoid  a  good  deal  of  dusting 
and  some  few  accidents.    On  the  other  hand,  the  customer 
is  not  tempted  to  buy  by  seeing  something  he  wants.  Thus 
cleared  of  goods,  the  officine  resolves  itself  into  a  very 
simple  expression.    On  the  right  is  a  prescription-counter, 
long  enough  for  two  or  three  assistants  (the  pharmacist  has 
two  assistants  and  one  apprentice)  to  work  at  once.    This  is 
marked  by  an  oak  screen  on  which  are  two  carved  panels, 
one  representing  mortars,  a  still,  and  other  pharmaceutical 
requisites ;  the  other,  the  serpent  wand  of  Mercury,  god  of 
commerce.    A  little  "  salamandre "  stove  (of  the  popular 
"  cheminee  "  type  with  mica  front)  stands  in  the  middle  of 
the  screen ;  on  each  side  is  a  chair  where  clients  can  sit  and 
gain  warmth  in  winter  during  the  making-up  of  the  pre- 
scription.   The  stove-chimney  is  carried  underground  to 
avoid  disfiguring  the  artistic  effect  by  an  unsightly  pipe  ;  in 
a  seven- storey  house  chimneys  draw  well  enough  to  permit 
of  this  arrangement,  so  often  found  in  a  French  pharmacy. 
Behind  the  counter  a  clock  surmounts  the  glazed  cupboard, 
with  oak  and  laurel  leaves  carved  on  either  side.    A  cash- 
desk  stands  at  the  end  of  the  officine,  and  the  floor  is  tiled 
in  a  quiet  grey-ancl-white  pattern.    The  chairs  are  of  the 
dining-room  type,  solid  and  somewhat  stiff  oaken  construc- 
tions with  padded  leather  seats.    There  are  six  of  them, 
made  to  match  the  shop-fittings. 

Passing  by  a  door  surmounted  by  a  case  of  medals,  one 
enters  the  laboratory,  analysis  being  a  speciality  with  Dr. 
Lafay.  This  is  a  well-lighted  and  nicely  kept  little  room, 
with  the  usual  apparatus,  sink,  oven,  burners,  &c.  Behind 
this  is  the  pharmacist's  sanctum,  or  shop-parlour— a  bright 
little  room.  The  tiger's  skull  is  a  relic  of  the  days  when 
the  proprietor  took  zoology  and  other  prizes,  and  a  telephone 


Removing  Corks  from  Bottles. 

At  a  recent  meeting  at  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Pharmacy  one 
speaker  recommended  a  sailor's  needle  for  removing  corks, 
the  convex  side  being  placed  next  the  cork.  Other  pharma- 
cists spoke  of  the  advantages  of  a  dentist's  pointed  instru- 
ment and  a  shoemaker's  awl  for  the  purpose. 

Phexosalyl. 

Ac.  carbol.  xtal  §v. 

Ac.  lactic  5v. 

Ac.  salicyl  5v. 

Glycerin  Jiiss. 

Sodii  bibor   5j. 

Menthol  5j- 

Eucalyptol  5j- 

Thymol  5j 

Dissolve  the  borax  in  the  glycerin  by  heat,  add  the  first  three 
ingredients  whilst  the  glycerin  of  borax  is  still  warm,  allow  to 
cool,  and  add  the  other  ingredients. 
— Sept.  de  Pharm. 

Bay  Rum. 

Oil  of  bay    33  parts 

Oil  of  orange   2h  parts 

Oil  of  pimento    2  parts 

Alcohol    2,000  parts 

Dissolve  the  oils  in  the  alcohol  in  a  suitable  bottle,  allow  the 

mixture  to  stand  twenty-four  hours  with  occasional  shaking,  then 

add— 

Calcined  magnesia   25  parts 

Water   15,000  parts 

Shake  well,  and  after  twenty-four  hours  filter  bright. 

— Deutsche  Apofh.  Zeitung. 

Tribasic  Sodium  Phosphate. 
Mr.  H.  B.  Eigelberner  (Amer.  Joum.  Pharm.)  gives 
some  useful  notes  on  the  uses  of  tribasic  sodium  phosphate 
(N3P04,12H20).  The  salt  is  used  in  boiler-compounds, 
when  it  converts  the  carbonates  and  sulphates  of  lime  and 
magnesia  which  are  liable  to  cake  into  phosphates  which  do 
not  cake.  The  salt  also  neutralises  the  acids  set  free  by 
decomposition.  Tribasic  sodium  phosphate  is  used  for 
water-softening  in  laundries  and  as  a  washing-powder.  It 
is  stated  to  act  splendidly  in  dairies  in  cleaning  the  scum 
from  milk-cans.  With  or  without  borax  it  is  sold  as  a 
»'  casein-solvent." 
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Zbc  JarMn  fces  plantes,  Paris. 


MANY  tourists  who  have  conscientiously  "  done "  Paris 
have  doubtless  wondered  why  the  institution  the  chief 
attraction  of  which  is  a  menagerie  of  wild  animals  and  a 
large  collection  of  zoological  specimens  should  be  styled 
"  Le  Jardin  des  Plantes,"  and  the  average  pharmacist  would 
probably  consider  that  the  establishment  had  about  as  little 
to  do  with  pharmacy  as  the  "  Zoo  "  itself.  The  early  history 
of  this  ancient  and  unique  establishment,  however,  ex- 
plains the  tourists'  difficulty,  and  answers  the  pharmacist's 
criticism.  The  point  which  renders  this  institution  most 
interesting  to  the  pharmacist  is  that  it  was  founded  (like 
the  Apothecaries'  Garden  at  Chelsea)  as  a  "  physic-garden  " 
for  medicinal  plants.  The  idea  was  doubtless  borrowed  from 
the  Montpellier  Botanic  Garden  (which  still  exists),  the 
Apothecaries'  Garden  of  Paris  (where  the  ancient  School  of 
Pharmacy  stood),  and   sundry  similar  establishments  of 


Pagon. 

(From  the  Louvre  portrait  by  Jouvenet.) 

ancient  date  in  Italy,  and  possibly  Germany.  The  Apothe- 
caries' Garden  belonged  to  a  private  corporation,  and  was 
reserved  for  their  own  use. 

The  first  idea  of  a  Royal  physic-garden  for  Paris  seems  to 
have  originated  with  Jean  de  Riolan,  physician  to  Queen 
Marie  de  Medici  (the  second  wife  of  the  gallant  Henry  of 
Navarre)  ;  but  it  was  not  till  1635  that  the  idea  was  finally 
carried  out,  chiefly  through  the  instrumentality  of  Guy  de  la 
Brosse,  doctor-in-ordinarv  to  Louis  XIII.  The  Royal  Edict 
of  May,  1635,  insists  strongly  on  the  pharmaceutical 
character  of  the  experiment.  The  preamble  set  forth 
"Whereas,  the  operations  of  pharmacy  are  not  taught  at 
Paris,  nor  in  any  school  of  medicine  in  the  Kingdom,  whence 
proceeds  an  infinity  of  doctors'  errors  in  practice  and  their 
prescriptions,  and  ordinary  abuses  of  apothecaries,  their 
ministers  in  the  execution  of  these  latter."  The  document 
then  goes  on  to  state  that  "  le  sieur  Bouvard  "  has  asked 
that  three  doctors  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Faculty  of  Paris  to 
demonstrate  to  the  scholars  "  the  interior  of  plants  and  all 
medicaments,  and  to  execute  the  preparation  and  composi- 
tion of  all  sorts  of  drugs  by  simple  and  chemical  means."  It 
was  ordered  that  in  a  cabinet  in  the  said  house  should  be  kept 


samples  "  of  all  drugs,  both  simple  and  compound,"  as  well  as 
natural  curiosities,  and  that  Guy  de  la  Brosse  should  have  the 
key  of  the  said  cabinet.  He  was  to  receive  6,000  livres  tournois 
(about  equivalent  to  an  English  florin)  and  free  lodgings, 
while  Bouvard  was  to  have  3,000  livres.  The  three  "  demon- 
strators of  the  interior  of  plants  and  pharmaceutical  opera- 
tions "  were  to  receive  1,500  livres  apiece,  and  a  sub- 
demonstrator  1,200  livres.  A  sum  of  1,200  livres  was  allowed 
to  De  la  Brosse  for  gardeners'  and  porters'  wages,  400  livres 
to  buy  drugs,  and  a  similar  sum  for  laboratory  assistance. 
Guy  de  la  Brosse  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  with  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine,  who  regarded  with  a  jealous  eye  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new,  and  possibly  independent,  teaching  institution . 
An  amusing  anecdote  is  related  in  this  connection.  Jean 
Robin,  the  King's  "  arboriste,"  had  a  unique  collection  of 
seeds,  principally  obtained  from  Holland.  Guy  de  la  Brosse 
hoped  to  obtain  this  collection  as  a  nucleus  of  his  garden, 
but  Robin  declared  "  France  belonged  to  the  King,  and  his 
seeds  belonged  to  him."  This  new  version  of  "  Render  unto 
Cassar  the  things  that  are  Ciesar's  "  was  a  hint  to  De  la 
Brosse  that  Royal  intervention  might  be  undesirable,  and  he 
resolved  to  try  diplomacy.  Meanwhile  Guy  Patin,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  seems  to  have 
come  to  the  same  conclusion.  He  waited  on  Jean  Robin,  we 
are  told,  in  a  flowing  robe,  and  while  talking  to  the  King's 
gardener  managed  to  sweep  some  of  the  precious  seeds  into 
its  folds.  But  Robin  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  and,  declar- 
ing he  could  not  allow  so  important  a  medical  dignitary 
to  leave  his  humble  abode  unkempt  or  soiled,  brushed  Guy 
Patin's  robe  thoroughly  ere  he  passed  the  threshold.  Guy 
de  la  Brosse  had  a  happier  idea.  He  engaged  Jean's  son, 
Vespasien  Robin,  as  "  demonstrator "  at  his  Garden ;  the 
proud  father  immediately  presented  1,200  plants  to  the  new 
institution.  In  1640  there  were  some  2,000  specimens  in  the 
Garden,  and  when  Fagon  published  his  "  Hortus  Regius  "  in 
1665,  he  was  able  to  enumerate  some  4,000  in  the  list  that 
follows  his  Latin  versified  preface. 

The  Jardix  du  Roi 

was  open  for  a  certain  number  of  hours  four  days  a  week  for 
the  six  weeks  during  which  the  professors  gave  their  annual 
course  of  lessons.  Evelyn,  when  in  Paris  in  1644,  "  took 
coach  and  went  to  see  the  famous  Jardine  Royale,"  which, 
he  says  "is  an  enclosure  walled  in,  consisting  of  all  varieties 
of  ground  for  planting  and  culture  of  medical  simples.  It  is 
well  chosen,  having  in  it  hills,  meadows,  woodland  and 
upland,  naturall  and  artificial,  and  is  richly  stor'd  with  exotic 
plants.  .  .  .  There  is  a  very  fine  house,  chapel,  laboratory, 
orangery,  and  other  accommodation  for  the  President,  who 
is  allways  one  of  the  King's  cheife  physitians." 

A  later  English  writer  says  the  Garden  was  open  "  to  all 
well-dressed  people."  Such  people  usually  carried  swords  at 
that  time,  and  it  is  amusing  to  note  that  gentlemen  were 
requested  to  leave  their  swords  with  the  gatekeeper  to  pre- 
vent brawling  and  mischief. 

Guy  de  la  Brosse  died  in  1641,  and  was  succeeded  by  Yallot, 
for  the  King's  chief  physician  was  by  right  Director  of  the 
Jardin  du  Roi.  He  appears,  however,  to  have  neglected  the 
Garden.  Opinions_differ  as  to  his  merit.  He  certainly  cured 
the  King  in  1653  of  a  grave  malady  by  his  emetic  wine,  but 
Henrietta  of  England  (wife  of  Charles  I.)  died  under  his 
hands  in  1670,  and  he  thereby  lost  his  former  reputation. 

In  this  connection  an  anecdote  related  by  the  English 
botanist  Salisbury  in  his  "  Paradisus  Londonensis  "  reminds 
one  of  a  recent  report  drawn  up  by  the  inspectors  of  phar- 
macy in  Belgium,  where  they  state  that  one  pharmacist 
visited  had  so  far  forgotten  his  professional  dignity  as  to 
neglect  his  offic  ne,  devoting  his  energies  especially  to  the 
"  intensive  culture  of  rabbits  "  !  Salisbury's  tale  is  that 
Louis  XIV. 's  great  Minister  Colbert  turned  up  one  day  unex- 
pectedly at  the  Garden,  and  found  that  Yallot  had  utilised  a 
portion  of  the  Botanical  Garden  as  a  vineyard.  The  states- 
man, we  are  told,  was  so  indignant  at  this  invasion  of  domain 
sacred  to  Hygeia  by  the  plant  sacred  to  Bacchus  that  he 
;  seized  the  nearest  hoe  with  his  own  hands  and  commenced 
|  to  grub  up  the  vines  !  Salisbury  so  admired  the  action 
that  he  named  one  of  the  plants  in  his  catalogue  Colbertia. 

After  Yallot  came  Fagon,  a  vigilant  and  efficient  director. 
He  was  a  nephew  of  Guy  de  la  Brosse,  and  was  born  in  one 
of  the  buildings  attache'd  to  the  Garden.    He  occupied  both 
I  the  chairs  of  chemistry  and  botany,  but  finding  the  double 
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work  beyond  his  powers,  called  in  the  celebrated  Tournefort, 
author  of  the  "  Elements  of  Botany,"  who  is  much  respected 
by  French  botanists  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  science. 


Bernard  de  Jussieu. 
(From  the  Langlois  engraving  of  A.  Guilleminot's  painting.) 

Dr.  Martin  Lister,  an  English  visitor  to  Paris  in  1699,  says 
"the  King's  Physic-garden  is  spacious  and  well  furnished 
with  plants,"  and  adds  that  Dr.  Tournefort  told  him  he 
delivered  thirty  lectures  during  the  season,  and  demonstrated 
about  100  plants  at  each— 3,000  in  all.    The  English  visitor 


the  sons  of  Christophe  de  Jussieu,  a  master  apothecary  of 
Lyons,  and  were  probably  born  and  brought  up  in  the  rue 
Lanterne,  which  is  still  the  headquarters  of  the  drug-trade 
at  Lyons,  and  possesses  a  unique  collection  of  old  pharma- 
ceutical signs.  Bernard  was  only  17  when  he  accompanied 
his  brother  Antoine  on  a  botanical  mission  to  Spain  on 
behalf  of  the  Garden ;  so  he  may  be  said  to  have  spent  the 
best  part  of  his  life  in  the  service  of  the  institution.  Every- 
one who  has  visited  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  has  noticed  the 
famous  cedar  of  Lebanon,  and  has  been  informed  that 
Bernard  de  Jussieu  brought  it  from  Syria  "  in  his  hat."  The 
tale  has  been  so  often  told  and  so  often  contradicted  that 
the  following  verMon,  which  appears  to  reconcile  apparently 
conflicting  statements,  is  worth  putting  on  record.  Bernard  de 
Jussieu  visited  Chelsea  Gardens  about  1734,  and  the  director 
(Sir  Hans  Sloane)  gave  him  a  couple  of  tiny  cedars  in  pots. 
On  his  arrival  in  Paris  Bernard  took  the  precious  plants  to 
his  own  house.  It  was  when  carrying  them  thence  to  the 
Garden  that  he  accidentally  dropped  one  of  the  pots,  which 
naturally  broke  in  pieces.  Having  no  other  receptacle 
handy,  he  placed  the  plant  in  his  hat,  and  thus  arrived  at 
the  Garden.    Both  the  trees  were  planted.    The  one  placed 


Antoine  L.  de  Jussieu. 
(From  the  bas-relief  by  David.) 

adds  that  500^.  was  paid  to  the  physician  who  superintended 
the  Garden. 

Bernard  de  Jussieu  was  another  botany  professor  at  the 
Garden  who  deserves  special  notice.  The  two  elder  Jussieus 
—Antoine  (born  in  1686)  and  Bernard  (born  1699)— were 


COMTE  A.  F.  FoURCROY. 

(From  an  old  print.) 

in  the  plot  known  as  the  "  Ecole  Botanique  "  died  ;  but  the 
other  may  still  be  seen  on  the  mound  known  as  the 
"  Labyrinth  "—a  noble  tree  some  12  feet  in  girth,  surrounded 
by  a  stone  seat.  Bernard  de  Jussieu's  meeting  witli  Linnoeus 
is  an  event  in  the  history  of  botany  which  has  been  recorded 
on  one  of  the  stained-glass  windows  at  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy.  It  is  related  that  Bernard,  giving  his  usual 
botany-lesson,  asked  his  pupils  the  origin  of  a  certain  plant. 
A  voice  replied,  in  Latin,  '-'  It  is  from  America."  Bernard 
lifted  his  head  and  said,  in  the  same  language,  "  That  is 
Linnseus."  He  called  the  Swede  the  "  King  of  Science  "  ; 
but  Linnreus  was  an  exiled  and  poverty-stricken  monarch 
just  then,  and  was  glad  to  receive  Jussieu's  warm  welcome 
and  friendly  aid,  for  the  French  botanist  opened  his  heart 
and  purse  alike  to  the  Swedish  savant. 

Bernard's  nephew,  Antoine  L.  de  Jussieu,  was  long  pro- 
fessor at  the  Garden.  The  publication  of  his  "Genera 
Plantarum  "  in  1789  was  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Garden, 
and  the  Garden  is  still  stated  to  be  planted  after  "Jussieu's 
system,  modified  by  Brongniart,  &c."  A.  L.  de  Jussieu  died 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  88,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  some 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Garden  quarter  of  Paris  may  still  re- 
member the  venerable  professor. 

Nowadays  botany  plays  only  a  secondary  part  in  the 
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institution,  and  the  Tourneforts  and  the  Jussieus  have 
been  succeeded  by  the  masters  of  zoology  and  anatomy. 
The  modern  reputation  of  the  Garden  as  a  centre  of 
zoological  science  dates  from  the  days  of  Buffon,  whose 
directorship  (1737-1788)  was  the  golden  age  of  the  Jardin 
des  Plantes.  In  the  historic  white  mansion  (which  still 
stands  at  the  corner  of  the  rue  Buffon  and  the  rue  Geoffroy 
St.-Hilaire)  he  wrote  a  large  portion  of  his  celebrated 
"[Natural  History."     When  he  died  lie  had  realised  his 


H.  Milne  Edwards, 
i Prom  the  bas-relief  in  the  Luxembourg.) 


ambition.  The  "Cabinet  du  Jardin  du  Roy"  had  become  a 
complete  representation  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature. 
The'Collections  overflowed  the  galleries  and  invaded  Buffon's 
private  residence,  which  he  ceded  altogether  for  the  purpose. 

The  Menagerie, 

which  is  now  the  centre  of  attraction  to  visitors,  was  com- 
menced in  1793,  under  the  directorship  of  Bernardin  de 
St -Pierre,  with  some  animals  from  the  Royal  collection 
at  Versailles,  and  continued  by  Geoffroy  St.-Hilaire  in 
peculiar  circumstances.  On  November  5,  1793,  the  munici- 
pality of  Paris  decreed  that  travelling  menageries  were 
illegal.  All  proprietors  were  ordered  to  convey  their  animals 
to  the  Jardin  des  Plantes,  where  they  would  receive  an 
indemnity.  But  no  preparation  had  been  made  to  receive 
them,  and  next  morning  Geoffroy  de  St.-Hilaire  was  informed, 
to  his  amazement  and  dismay,  that  "  a  Polar  bear  and  a 
panther  were  waiting  for  him  outside,"  followed  by  a  second 
bear  and  a  brace  of  baboons,  and  so  on  all  day.  He  finally 
offered  to  take  in  and  feed  the  animals,  and  later  on  the 
Convention  voted  the  necessary  money  for  the  payment  of 
the  proprietors  and  the  lodgment  and  food  of  the  new  pen- 
sioners of  the  •'  one  and  indivisible  Republic."  There  are 
now  500  animals,  800  birds,  400  reptiles,  and  74  fish  in  the 
menagerie,  and  as  many  as  35,000  people  visit  it  on  a  fine 
Sunday. 

On  June  10,  1793,  the  Convention  decreed  that  the  Jardin 
des  Plantes  should  change  its  name  to  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History.  It  was  at  this  date  that  Geoffroy  St.-Hilaire 
became  director,  and  Cuvier  professor  of  anatomy.  Since 
then  the  reputation  of  this  centre  of  zoology  and  general 
science  has  been  maintained  by  a  pleiad  of  savants,  among 
whom  we  may  note  Lamarck,  Al.  Brongniart,  Ad.  Brong- 
niart,  D.  C.  Becquerel,  Haiiy,  D"Orbigny,  and  Claude  Bernard, 
besides  the  numerous  professors  of  chemistry  under  the 
ancient  and  new  regimes.  Among  these  may  be  cited 
Etienne  Francois  Geoffroy,  who  came  of  a  famous  line  of 
Parisian  apothecaries  (the  portraits  of  several  of  his  family 
still  hang  in  the  Board-room  of  the  Paris  School  of  Phar- 
macy). He  occupied  the  chair  of  chemistry  at  the  Garden 
from  1712  till  1731.  He  was  succeeded  by  Louis  Lemery, 
son  of  the  celebrated  Nicolas,  who  wrote  the  "  Treatise  of 
Simple  Drugs."  Other  chemistry  professors  were  the 
talented  though  eccentric  Rouelle ;  Macquer,  who  died  in 


1784,  and  who  was  the  descendant  of  a  Jacobite  Scottish 
nobleman,  who  emigrated  to  France  with  the  Stuarts ; 
i  Fourcroy,  of  revolutionary  and  scientific  celebrity,  who 
failed  to  save  Lavoisier  from  the  guillotine ;  Laugier, 
Vauquelin,  Gay  Lussac,  and  Fremy. 

Bridging  the  gap  between  the  eighteenth  and  twentieth 
centuries,  and  bringing  us  down  to  our  times,  Chevreul,  the 
centenarian  (whose  statue  was  erected  in  the  Garden  a  year 
or  two  ago),  was  appointed  professor  of  applied  chemistry  in 
1853,  and  died  only  a  few  years  ago.  The  venerable  savant's 
motion,  voted  by  the  Academy  of  Science  in  the  dark  days 
of  '71,  is  worthy  of  quotation  : — 

The  Garden  of  Medicinal  Plants,  founded  at  Paris  by  the  edict 
of  King  Louis  XIII.  on  3rd  January,  1636,  and  which  became  the 
Museum  of  Natural  History  23rd  May,  1794,  was  bombarded 
during  the  reign  of  William,  King  of  Prussia  (Count  Bismarck, 
Chancellor)  by  the  Prussian  army  in  the  night  of  8th  to  9th 
January,  1871.  It  had  been  respected  by  all  parties  and  all 
authorities  national  and  foreign. 

But  to  Paris  pharmacists  the  best-known  of  all  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  was  Alphonse  Milne 
Edwards,  who  was  director  of  the  Garden,  and  at  the  same 
time  professor  of  zoology  at  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1900.  Son  of  Henry  Milne 
Edwards  (ex-director  of  the  Garden),  Alphonse  did  much 
for  the  Museum.  He  constructed  the  new  galleries  of 
zoology,  completed  in  1889,  which  contain  7,000  mammals, 
27,000  birds  (this  collection  is  unequalled  either  in  London 
or  Berlin),  1,000  nests  and  6,000  eggs,  58,000  fishes,  9,000 
reptiles,  half-a-million  insects  and  Crustacea,  and  a  million 
molluscs  and  zoophytes.  The  fine  zoological  collection  at 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  is  another  triumph  of  his  in- 
domitable energy  in  "  dunning "  recalcitrant  Ministers  of 
Public  Instruction  for  funds,  as  are  also  the  new  galleries  of 
anatomy,  palajontology,  and  anthropology,  opened  only  a  few 
years  ago.  This  really  remarkable  collection  well  deserves 
a  visit,  for  it  is  alike  interesting  to  the  savant  by  its  variety 
and  wealth,  and  to  the  merest  layman  by  its  marvellously 
methodical  organisation. 

Visitors  also  will  have  noticed  the  frescoes  by  Cormon  in 
the  lecture-theatre.  Much  more  would  be  done,  doubtless, 
if  it  were  not  that,  like  many  other  similar  institutions,  the 
directors  are  hampered  by  want  of  funds.  Any  apparent 
lack  of  care  or  smartness  in  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  may  be 
attributed  to  this  cause.  It  is,  perhaps,  this  reason  that 
accounts  for  the  comparatively  unchanged  and  consequently 
historic  aspect  of  the  Garden.  The  amphitheatre  still  stands 
as  it  was  built  by  Buffon.  By  the  door  are  two  tall  palms, 
given  to  Louis  XIV.  by  the  Margrave  of  Baden.  Near  the 
rue  Buffon  may  be  seen  the  pseudacacia  planted  by 
Vespasien  Robin  in  1635,  still  green  and  leafclad,  though 
lopped  and  propped  up  by  irons.  The  yews  and  pines  planted 
by  Toumefort  in  1698  are  not  far  from  Jussieu's  cedar.  A 
building  rarely  entered  by  the  casual  visitor — the  library — 
contains  a  most  interesting  relic,  the  collection  of  botanical 
paintings  on  vellum.  The  collection,  which  now  fills  some 
sixty-four  volumes,  was  commenced  in  1631  or  1632,  at  Blois, 
by  Gaston  d"Orleans,  and  has  been  continued  on  a  modest 
scale  to  the  present  day.  The  early  specimens  are  by 
Nicolas  Robert  (Royal  miniature-painter,  born  1614),  Aubriet 
(1665-1742),  Madeleine  F.  Basseporte  (drawing-mistress  to 
Louis  XV.'s  children),  Van  Spaendock,  Redoute,  Marechal, 
&c.  The  execution  of  the  seventeenth-century  work  is 
remarkable,  and  the  paintings  are  as  fresh  as  if  finished 
yesterday.  It  was  at  first  the  practice  (the  librarian 
explains)  to  have  a  painting  made  of  each  new  plant  as  it 
arrived,  but  it  was  obviously  impossible,  as  science  pro- 
gressed and  communications  improved,  to  keep  up  this 
expensive  system. 

Although  we  have  by  no  means  exhausted  the  interesting 
points  about  the  museums  and  buildings,  we  trust  we  have 
said  enough  to  make  the  pharmacists  of  other  countries  who 
pay  visits  to  Paris  linger  a  little  longer  than  they  otherwise 
would  do  in  the  Jardin  des  Plantes. 


To  Remove  Picric-acid  Stains. — Spread  over  the  spot  as 
■  soon  as  possible  a  layer  of  magnesium  carbonate,  then  let  fall  on 
it  a  drop  or  two  of  water  and  rub  it  up  witli  the  finger.  Turn 
the  cloth  over  and  repeat  the  operation  on  the  other  side,  and  as 
|  a  general  rule  the  spot  will  disappear.— Bepertoire  de  Phar- 
macie. 
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fl>barmac\>  in  flDorocco. 


THE  trouble  surrounding  that  progressive  monarch  Sultan 
Muley  Abdul  Aziz  has  for  the  present  concentrated  the 
attention  of  the  world  on  Morocco.  This  portion  of  North- 
West  Africa  is  the  part  concerning  which  European 
information  is  least  accurate.    The  Empire  is  an  absolute 


The  British  Pharmacy,  Tangier  (Exterior). 


monarchy,  consisting  of  the  kingdoms  of  Fez  and  Morocco 
and  Ave  other  smaller  territories,  which  are  again  subdivided 
into  thirty-three  districts,  each  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  "  Kaid."    The  best-known  towns  are  the  ports  of  Tangier, 
Tetuan,  Ceuta,  Larash,  and  Mogador,  and  the  historical 
cities  of  Fez,  Meknes.  ani  Mazagan.  The 
country  is  said  to  be  rich  in  mineral  and 
botanical  products,  but  the  difficulties 
of  transport  across  country  are  consider- 
able, and  the  semi-civilised  condition  of 
the  Moors  restricts  trading.    The  princi- 
pal exports  (appertaining  to  pharmacy) 
appear  to  be  beeswax,  olive  oil,  orris-root, 
and  acacia  gums  (brown  Senegal)  and 
sandarac.     The  neighbouring  province 
of  Algeria  was  recently  explored  by  Mr. 
Claridge  Druce,  and  his  adventures  as 
set  forth  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist during  1900  and  1901  will  be  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  our  readers.  Per- 
haps  Mr.  Druce  will  investigate  the 
botanical  luxuriance  of  Morocco  next, 
for  doubtless  there  is  much  there  to 
interest  him.    Of  the  individual  plants 
to   be  found  none  are  more  remark- 
able than  the  'arar  and  the  argan.  The 
former  (Callitris    qitadrivalvis,  Thuja 
articulata,  Shaw)  is  a  cypress-like  tree 
growing  in  the  Atlas  Mountains.  It 
yields  gum-  sandarac,  and  its  beautiful 
and  enduring  timber  has  been  identified 
with  the  alcrcc  with  which  the  Cordova 
mosque  was  roofed,  and  with  the  citron- 
wood  of  the  ancient  Romans.  The  argan 
(Argania  Sideroxyloti)  produces  an  olive- 
looking  fruit,  beloved  by  camels,  mules, 
goats,  sheep,  and  horned  cattle  (but  not 
by  horses)  for  the  sake  of  its  fleshy 
pericarp,  and  which  is  crushed  by  natives  to  extract  the 
oil  from  the  kernel.    This  oil  is  largely  used  for  cooking 
in  Southern  Morocco.    Hemp  and  tobacco  are  an  Imperial 
monopoly,  the  former  being  principally  used  for  making 
hashish  and  the  latter  for  snuff,  but  never  for  smoking.  In 


1892  the  late  Mr.  S.  M.  Burroughs  sent  us  an  entertaining 
narrative  of  his  first  visit  to  Tangier  (vide  C.  $>  B.,  April  16, 
1892,  page  569)  and  his  attempt  to  find  the  pharmacy  of  Mr. 
Morillo,  the  English  chemist.  In  the  course  of  that  charac- 
teristic letter  Mr.  Burroughs  said : — 

The  pharmacy  occupies  four  sides  of  an  inner  courtyard  roofed 
in  with  glass.  The  upper  portions  of  the  building  are  surrounded 
by  an  open  verandah  overlooking  all  parts  of  the  pharmacy. 

All  four  sides  are  crowded  with  bottles  and  packages,  and 
drawers  of  hashish,  peppermint,  and  tea.  There  is  a  large  assort- 
ment of  Bishop's  effervescent  salts  of  magnesia,  antipyrin,  or 
bicarbonate  of  potash,  Eno's  or  Lamplough's  salines,  and  a  general 
stock  of  drugs  such  as  you  would  expect  to  find  in  any  English 
pharmacy.  The  Sultan  has  heard  of  the  fame  of  "  Sequah,"  and 
got  a  dozen  of  the  oiHrom  Mr.  Morillo.  This  is  a  departure  from 
the  usual  rule  of  fastings,  and  prayers,  and  incantations,  amulets, 
and  charms  against  the  evil  eye,  which,  in  the  view  of  the  Moors, 
is  the  cause  of  most  diseases.  They  have  a  number  of  herbs  from 
which  they  make  decoctions  or  teas.  Chief  amongst  these  for 
usefulness  are  the  Origanum  compactum  (for  diarrhoea,  dysen- 
tery, &c.)  and  the  thyme.  Hot  infusions  are  drunk  ad  lib.,  or  as 
much  as  the  patient  can  hold. 

They  are  also  great  believers  in  the  virtues  of  sarsa- 
parilla,  which  with  them  appears  to  act  as  a  tonic.  They  are 
quickly  acted  upon  by  European  drugs,  the  curative  influences 
of  the  mercurials  and  iodides  being  very  prompt,  so  I  am 
informed  by  Dr.  Churcher,  of  the  Medical  Mission. 

In  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  January  28,  1893. 
Mr.  Burroughs  continued  his  narrative.  He  described 
minutely  and  with  considerable  humour  the  appearance  of 
the  city  of  Tangier  and  its  inhabitants,  the  principal 
redeeming  feature  of  Morocco  (in  his  eyes)  being  the  fact 
that  there  are  no  Customs  duties  on  medicines.  The  hakim 
and  apothecary  are  the  only  persons  exempted  from  tribute 
as  they  enter  the  country.  "  The  Mahomedan  races  remember 
with  keen  gratitude  how  their  Prophet  and  his  followers  took 
the  drugs  and  medicines  of  Arabia  to  other  lands,  and  conse- 
quently they  levy  no  tribute  on  those  who  follow  in  their 
footsteps."  This  article  also  concludes  with  a  reference  to 
"Mr.  Morillo,  from  Gibraltar,  the  English  chemist  in 
Tangier."  Mr.  Morillo  at  that  time  deplored  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  regular  tax  in  the  city,  as  there  were  many 
vacant  lots  in  good  positions  he  wanted  to  buy  in  order  to 


Interior  of  the  British  Pharmacy,  Tangier. 


erect  a  pharmacy.  The  owners  of  these  lots  preferred  holding 
them  out  of  use  rather  than  selling  them  to  the  infidel. 
Having  no  encouragement  in  the  way  of  taxes  to  induce 
them  to  use  or  sell  to  the  chemist,  "  he  is  obliged  to  continue 
his  business— in  the  centre  of  the  town,  it  is  true,  but  in  the 
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midst  of  such  a  maze  that  no  stranger  can  find  it  without  a 
guide." 

That  was  written  ten  years  ago,  and  since  then  many 
things  have  happened.     The   Westernising  influence  of 


The  International  Pharmacy,  Tangier. 


Kaid  Sir  Harry  MacLean  (to  which  the  prevailing  disturbances 
are  attributed)  has  effected  many  changes,  as  the  illustra- 
tions we  reproduce  may  show.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
Albert  Morillo,  manager  of  the  British  pharmacy,  Tangier, 
for  the  photographs  and  for  information  regarding  the 
present  condition  of  pharmacy  in  Morocco.  The  British 
pharmacy,  of  which  we  show  both  the  exterior  and  interior, 
is,  as  will  be  seen,  of  Moorish  design,  and  has  an  extremely 
handsome  appearance.  It  is  about  25  feet  long  by  18  feet 
wide,  and  the  medicines  are  stored  in  a  Moorish  fondah. 


The  SpanishjPharmacy,  Tangier. 


There  are  a  laboratory,  a  consulting-room,  and  a  small  room 
chiefly  taken  up  by  the  apparatus  for  the  production  of 
acetylene  gas.  There  is,  besides,  an  a>-ray  apparatus  on  the 
premises,  the  coil  for  which  gives  a  16-inch  spark.  This 
certainly  does  look  as  if  Tangier,  at  least,  had  an 
up-to-date  pharmaceutical  clientele.  Tlie  International 
and  Spanish  Pharmacies  ("  Farmacia  Internacional "  and 


"  Botica  Espanola ")  are  both,  as  will  be  observed,  much 
smaller  and  less  imposing  buildings.  The  former  is  about 
12  feet  by  8  feet,  and  has  inside  a  5  feet  by  5  feet  consulting- 
room,  while  the  Spanish  Pharmacy  is  only  about  5  feet  wide 
by  10  feet  long,  with  a  room  in  the  rear  which  is  used  for 
consulting-room,  laboratory,  and  general  store.  There  are 
various  other  pharmacies  in  the  city,  Mr.  Morillo  informs  us, 
but  they  are  situated  in  such  narrow  thoroughfares  that  the 
difficulties  of  the  photographer  are  insurmountable.  The 
Franco-Kussian  pharmacy  is  about  the  same  size  as  the 
British,  but  is  of  European  design.  It  also  has  a  storeroom 
in  the  rear.  Properly  speaking,  there  are  no  pharmacies  in 
any  of  the  other  towns  in  Morocco,  the  doctors,  where  there 
may  happen  to  be  any,  doing  their  own  dispensing.  There 
are  many  Moorish  pharmacies,  however,  like  the  one  depicted 
in  the  last  illustration,  distributed  throughout  the  country. 
They  are  all  of  the  same  type,  and  cater  successfully  for  the 
nomadic  tribes  amongst  whom  they  move.  Moors  generally 
do  not  appear  to  be  fond  of,  or  put  much  faith  in,  medicine. 
When  out  of  health  they  usually  consult  their  own  doctors 
(Tobibs),  who,  instead  of  administering  drugs,  write  a 
quotation  from  the  Koran,  which  they  wrap  in  a  piece  of 


A  Moorish  Pharmacy. 


paper  and  bind  on  the  affected  part.  This  treatment  is  an 
infallible  cure  for  any  disease. 

There  is  no  great  business  done  in  the  European  pharmacies 
beyond  catering  for  the  European  population.  Each  phar- 
macy has  its  own  doctor  attached,  who  recommends  patients 
to  his  particular  pharmacist.  The  Spanish  pharmacy  supplies 
medicines  to  poor  Spaniards  unable  to  pay,  for  which  it  is 
recouped  by  the  Spanish  Government.  The  pauper  Jewish 
community  and  poverty-stricken  British  subjects  are  supplied 
by  the  British  pharmacy.  Medicines  so  obtained  are  paid 
for  out  of  a  poor-relief  fund  which  is  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions. 


To  Stop  the  Cutting  op  Prices  Mr.  F.  S.  Stranahan,  an 
American  patent-medicine  manager,  suggests  these  four 
methods : — 

1st.  The  manufacturer  must  mark  each  package  of  his  goods  so 
that  it  can  be  traced. 

2nd.  The  wholesaler  must  contract  in  writing  not  to  supply  any 
person  who  is  not  a  legitimate  dealer  and  who  will  not  maintain 
the  purchase-price  of  the  article. 

3rd.  The  retailer  when  purchasing  from  the  wholesaler  must 
guarantee  in  writing  to  maintain  the  price  and  not  supply  the 
cutter. 

4th.  For  any  violation  on  the  part  of  the  wholesaler  or  retailer 
of  their  agreements,  the  manufacturers  having  adopted  this 
method  shall  black  list  such  wholesaler  or  retailer  and  refuse 
thereafter  to  supply  them  with  their  products,  and  not  allow  other 
wholesalers  or  retailers  to  supply  them. 

Mr.  Stranahan  might  spend  a  few  weeks  in  Great  Britain 
and  see  what  has  been  done  on  these  lines. 
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Hmencan  SHuig^stores : 

Their  Methods  of  Advertising. 

By  M.  P.  Gould. 


DURING  the  last  few  years  in  the  United  States  there  has 
been  a  revolutionary  change  in  the  methods  of  con- 
ducting retail  drug-stores.  It  is  not  long  ago  since 
American  druggists  felt  that  it  would  bring  ruin  upon  anyone 
of  their  profession  who  would  offer  to  sell  such  goods  as 
cigars  or  candy.  They  felt  if  they  did  so  that  a  great  part 
of  their  ladies'  trade  would  immediately  leave  them ;  but 
there  were  those,  especially  among  the  younger  druggists, 
who  were  willing  to  risk  all  in  order  to  win  more.  The 
change  began  largely  with  the  cutting  of  prices  of  patent 
medicines.  Many  druggists  without  much  capital  went  to 
the  wall  during  this  demoralising  warfare.  The  main  trouble 
was  that  a  lot  of  professional  men  were  trying  to  do  business 
in  a  businesslike  way.  There  has,  however,  been  much  pro- 
gress made,  especially  during  the  last  five  years,  and  we  now 
see  drug-stores  in  every  large  city  lavishly  furnished  with 
mahogany  and  other  expensive  woodwork,  with  onyx  and 
marble  counters,  the  newest  glass  and  nickel  show-cases, 
marble  and  exquisitely  tiled  floors  ;  and  in  these  drug-stores 
will  be  found  all  sorts  of  side-lines,  such  as  cigars,  candies, 
cut  flowers,  even  periodicals,  and  almost  always  a  beautiful 
soda-fountain.  At  the  same  time,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
these  stores  have  fallen  off  in  their  strictly  professional  work. 
Most  of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  country  prefer  to  have 
their  compounding  done  at  one  of  these  stores,  because  the 
most  progressive  stores  are  always  sure  to  have  the  most 
varied  stock  of  unusual  drugs  as  well  as  standard  drugs. 
They  also  have  a  perfectly  equipped  prescription-department, 
where  from  one  to  ten  or  fifteen  prescription-clerks  are 
employed,  devoting  their  exclusive  attention  to  the  com- 
pounding of  medicines. 

Some  of  these  drug-stores  have  extensively  equipped 
laboratories.  One  in  San  Francisco  employs  between  ninety 
and  one  hundred  people,  and  has  a  five-storey  laboratory  and 
a  manufacturing  department.  A  druggist  in  Providence, 
R.I.,  has  a  six- storey  store,  three  floors  of  which  are  given 
up  to  manufacturing  and  compounding.  A  druggist  in 
Cincinnati  has  the  entire  second  floor  devoted  to  pre- 
scriptions. No  customer  ever  gets  to  see  the  prescription- 
clerks.  By  a  system  of  checking,  each  prescription  as  it 
comes  in  is  numbered  in  duplicate ;  the  customer  gets  one 
check,  the  other  check  going  with  the  prescription  to  the 
second  floor,  where  the  medicine  is  compounded  and  returned 
by  means  of  a  small  elevator. 

'  The  result  of  this  change  in  the  American  drug-trade  is 
similar  to  the  change  which  is  going  on  in  all  lines  of 
business  in  the  United  States — namely,  the  small  retailers  in 
the  big  cities  are  being  pushed  back  into  what  is  referred  to 
slightingly  as  "a  little  comer  drug-store,"  and  the  more 
progressive  successful  druggists  are  growing  and  becoming 
great  business  houses,  referred  to  as  the  "  big  down- town 
stores."  These  down-town  stores  are  those  which  spend 
large  sums  of  money  for  advertising  in  daily  papers  not  only 
their  prescription-work,  but  their  entire  line  of  goods. 

The  American  druggist  of  to-day  pays  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  the  manufacture  of  his  own  preparations  ;  for 
example,  in  a  few  years'  time  a  druggist  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
(a  city  of  some  60*000  inhabitants),  has  built  up  a  business 
of  $15,000  to  $20,000  a  year  on  the  sale  of  his  own  remedies, 
comprising  the  ordinary  household  necessities,  such  as 
liniments,  salves,  tonics,  regulators,  lotions,  &c.  These 
druggists  also  issue  beautiful  and  elaborate  booklets,  varying 
in  size  from  a  little  slip  to  one  of  100  or  200  pages.  For 
example,  a  druggist  in  New  York  City  has  within  a  year  or 
so  issued  a  16-page  booklet  on  sponges,  illustrated  in  colours  ; 
a  16-page  book  on  wines  and  liquors  for  medicinal  purposes, 
printed  in  colours ;  a  48-page  book  on  high-class  toilet- 
preparations  of  all  kinds,  handsomely  illustrated  in  half-tone 
cuts  direct  from  the  goods  ;  a  32-page  book  on  his  own 
toilet-preparations,  illustrated  with  wash-drawings;  and  a 
200-page  book  on  sick-room  goods,  especially  rubber  goods, 
illustrated  throughout,  besides  various  other  small  books. 


When  one  gets  out  into  the  suburbs  of  the  larger  cities, 
one  finds  the  druggist  doing  very  little  newspaper  advertising, 
on  account  of  the  exceedingly  high  rates  for  advertising  in 
the  large  metropolitan  daily  papers.  He  uses  small  circulars, 
leaflets,  booklets,  folders,  mailing  cards,  and  all  sorts  of 
novelties  which  he  distributes,  either  from  house  to  house  or 
by  mail,  throughout  his  immediate  locality.  Very  often  one 
sees  a  store  built  up  in  this  way  until  it  is  a  most  profitable 
business.  Some  druggists  who  have  special  ability  in  these 
suburban  stores  own  as  many  as  five  or  six  in  the  same  town. 

Another  sort  of  arrangement  is,  eight  or  ten  of  the  second- 
ary stores  in  the  town  combine,  in  order  to  compete  success- 
fully with  the  one  big  drug-store.  This  is  a  movement  which 
gives  evidence  of  growing  considerably  during  the  next  few 
years. 

Of  course,  throughout  all  this  change  that  has  been  going 
on,  there  have  been  what  are  called  "  the  old-fashioned 
apothecaries  "  who  have  complained  about  the  new  order  of 
things ;  but  they  have  been  steadily  left  behind,  and 
nowadays  we  hear  very  little  about  them.  There  are  single 
drug-stores  in  New  York  City  for  which  an  offer  of  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars  cash  would  be  refused.  There  are 
many  which  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  could  not  buy. 
To  be  sure,  as  a  result  of  this  changing  of  the  chemist  into 
a  merchant,  there  have  come  up  in  some  localties  drag-stores 
of  a  questionable  character  ;  drug-stores  to  which  a  thoughtful 
intelligent  person  would  hesitate  to  take  his  prescription ; 
but  it  is  natural  that  there  should  be  extremes  in  this  as 
there  are  in  all  other  radical  movements. 

None  of  these  changes  has  come  about  of  its  own  accord. 
They  have  been  deliberately  planned  and  skilfully  executed 
by  those  in  charge  of  some  store  in  each  locality ;  and  many 
a  druggist  with  insufficient  capital  has  lost  everything  that 
he  had  in  trying  to  put  through  some  far-reaching  plan 
which  he  had  determined  upon ;  still,  in  the  United  States 
we  feel  that  almost  anything  can  be  done  by  the  right  kind 
of  advertising.  On  the  whole,  although  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  complaining  by  a  certain  class  of  passing  druggists  in 
America,  the  trade  in  general  is  in  a  good  condition.  Those 
druggists  who  are  adopting  modern  methods,  and  who  are 
pushing  forward  with  characteristic  "  Yankee "  zeal,  are 
making  money.  No  doubt,  some  of  our  foreign  cousins  may 
stand  aghast  at  the  apparent  recklessness  with  which  we 
introduce  innovations  ;  nevertheless,  we  feel  that  we  could 
give  them  many  pointers  that  would  get  them  out  of  the  ruts 
into  which  their  traditional  conservatism  has  forced  them. 

New  York,  U.S.A. 


I 


What  shall  we  Do  with  our  Boys? 

The  applicant  for  the  post  of  errand-boy  at  Pillsby's  replies  in 
the  affirmative  (of  course)  to  the  searching  inquiries  as  to  whether 
he  "  is  quick  in  movement,  as  medicines  are  generally  wanted 
urgently."  The  same  errand-boy,  two  days  after,  is  seen  in  the 
corner. 
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©ur  Gown  (Traveller. 


MY  budget  on  this  occasion  is  so  ample  that  I  can  scarce 
venture  upon  much  introduction.  Hope  appears  to  be 
the  most  abounding  element.  Most  people  say  that  last 
year  was  bad  for  business,  especially  November.  For 
instance,  another  town  traveller  told  me  that  last  October  he 
was  200?.  better  than  in  October,  1901,  but  he  dropped 
213/.  in  November.  The  year  ended  fairly  well  as  a  whole, 
but  the  depression  of  the  last  two  months  still  hangs  over 
business,  and  people  are  speculating  upon  what  will  be  done 
with  the  thirty  millions  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  has 
secured  from  the  Randlords.  That  South  African  business 
is  brisk  there  is  no  denying.  I  had  proof  of  this  when  I 
called  upon 

Lorimer  &  Co.  (Limited), 

at  their  works  in  Britannia  Row,  Islington,  N.  There  Mr. 
John  Lorimer,  the  founder  of  the  business,  told  me  that  his 
co-director,  Mr.  Horace  Brocklesby  (who  hast  since  re- 
turned from  a  very  satisfactory  trip),  had  been  sending  home 
"  good  orders,"  and  I  had  ocular  demonstration  of  the  fact 
when  I  walked  round  the  warehouse  and  factory  with  Mr. 
Lorimer.  It  is  just  fifteen  years  since  the  O.  $  D.  reported  Messrs. 
Lorimer  &  Co.'s  removal  to  Britannia  Bow,  and  in  the 
interval  the  business  has  grown  much.  It  keeps  up  to  date 
too.  One  of  the  first  things  that  took  my  attention  was  an 
overhead  mono-rail  contrivance  which  transports  goods  right 
from  carriers'  drays  to  the  warehouse,  and  from  the  packing- 
department  to  the  dray?.  It  is  an  American  invention,  does 
its  work  well,  saves  labour,  and  carries  a  ton  or  more.  I 
watched  it  work  from  one  of  the  busiest  spots  in  the  house — 
to  wit, 


The  Packing-depabtment. 

Here  I  noted  a  few  points  worth  recording.  First,  that 
the  export  and  home  departments  are  distinct ;  second,  that 
all  bottles  of  tinctures,  powders,  and  the  like,  for  stock,  are 
wrapped  tightly  in  transparent  thin  vegetable  parchment, 
and  every  packet  of  a  counter-speciality  is  wrapped  in  an 
equally  transparent  paper,  so  that  the  labels  can  be  read 
and  the  wrappers  kept  clean.  A  third  point  was  given  me 
by  Mr.  Lorimer,  and  it  arose  from  my  noticing  a  lot  of  goods 
being  packed  for  a  Cape  chemist.  This  gentleman,  Mr. 
Lorimer  explained,  has  all  his  goods  put-up  by  Lorimer  &Co. 
with  his  own  name  upon  them  as  agent  for  the  manufacturers, 
and,  judging  by  the  grosses  of  cough-mixture  and  similar 
specialities  which  were  going  to  him,  it  pays. 

From  the  packing-department  we  proceeded  to  the 
wine-room  and  so  round  the  producing  side  of  the 
business,  where  everything  is  made.  In  the  wine-room  and 
the  adjacent  cellar  there  is  always  in  stock  not  less  than 
3,600  gals,  of  quinine-wine,  for  the  firm  have  1,400  customers 
for  this  commodity,  and  they  must  always  be  ready  to  meet 
any  spurt  in  the  trade.  The  wine  is,  of  course,  made  from 
the  foundation— orange-peel,  water,  sugar,  and  alkaloid  ;  all 
the  operations,  up  to  packing  this  and  other  wines  in  bottle, 


being  done  in  this  selected  section  of  the  building.  This 
principle  is,  as  far  as  possible,  followed  throughout.  Thus 
the  "  oil-room  "  means  not  only  a  stock  place  for  oils,  but  an 
apartment  for  making  emulsions  and  packing  them  and  oils. 
Getting  into  the  laboratories  proper,  the  first  section  which 
I  tapped  was  that  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  malt- 
extract,  and  the  following  glimpse  of  the  vacuum-pans  gives 
an  idea  of  it,  but  does  not  include  the  mashing  and  other 
operations  that  precede  evaporation  : — 


Vacuum-pans  for  Malt-extract. 

These  are  kept  going  constantly,  and  have  a  productive 
capacity  of  nearly  a  ton  per  day.  The  process  is  automatic 
from  beginning  to  end,  and  when  malt  and  oil  is  wanted  the 
extract  is  run  straight  from  the  pans  to  the  emulsifiers  seen 
at  the  back  of  the  workman.  Automatic  continuity  is 
almost  a  craze  with  Mr.  Lorimer.  I  saw  it  next  in  the 
cascara  -  sagrada  extract  department,  which  begins  in 
the  stock-room,  whence  the  crushed  bark  is  run  into  the 
macerators,  and  from  there  a  strong  liquor  flows  by  gravity 
into  the  evaporator  depicted  on  the  next  picture : — 


Making  Cascaha-sagrada  Extract. 

In  making  scale-preparations  uninterrupted  continuity  is 
again  apparent,  vessels  for  each  part  of  the  process  in 
making,  say,  ferri  et  quin.  cit.,  being  in  touch  with  each 
other  up  to  the  point  of  brushing  the  syrupy  citrate  upon 
the  scale-plates — an  operation  for  which  a  machine  is  still 
required.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  ferri  et  quin. 
cit.  is  the  article  upon  which  this  business  was  founded. 
The  story  as  it  was  told  to  me  is  worth  telling  again,  and  I 
give  it  as  near  as  possible  in  Mr.  Lorimer 's  own  words : — 

In  1872,  with  ten  years'  experience  of  the  drug-trade  behind  ine 
and  the  examiners  satisfied  as  to  my  fitness  as  a  chemist  and 
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druggist,  I  found  myself  with  30?.  in  my  pocket  and  a  strong 
desire  in  my  heart  to  start  business  on  my  own  account  in  the 
wholesale.  Thirty  pounds  does  not  go  far  in  any  direction,  but  it 
is  what  I  had  and  what  I  had  to  do  with.  I  thought  a  lot 
about  it  and  decided  to  become  a  manufacturer  of  something. 
After  careful  analysis  of  the  cost  and  selling  prices  of  most 
articles  in  demand,  I  concluded  that  ferri  et  quin.  citras  was 
the  only  preparation  suited  to  my  limited  capital  Other 
reasons  for  choosing  this  were :  (1)  There  were  very  few 
makers,  (2)  there  was  a  large  consumption,  and  (3)  there  was 
a  profit  of  not  less  than  6<7.  an  oz.  on  the  citrate.  I  had  yet 
to  learn  how  to  make  it,  and  could  not  relinquish  my  situation  as 
warehouseman  in  a  City  wholesale  house  ;  so  all  my  experiments 
had  to  be  done  outside  business-hours.  Even  then  it  was  still 
puzzling  to  know  how  to  start  on  307.  A  furnace  must  be  got,  a 
steam  evaporating-pan,  washing  pans,  and  other  things,  part  of 
which  would  eat  up  all  my  capital.  While  thinking  out  this 
problem  I  one  day  noticed  while  walking  along  Upper  Street, 
Islington,  a  notice  in  a  dentist's  window,  No.  109  :  "  Kitchen- 
basement  to  let."  I  surveyed  the  kitchen,  and  found  therein 
everything  ready  to  my  hand.  An  open  kitchener  provided  the 
needed  furnace.  The  clothes-boiler,  20  inches  in  diameter,  built 
in  brickwork,  with  a  good  draught  into  the  kitchen-flue,  formed 
an  ideal  steam-bath  ;  while  the  water-butt  was  clearly  made  for 
washing  precipitates,  and  a  large  cupboard-room  was  easily  con- 
vertible into  a  heating  or  scaling  room.  There  were  drawbacks  ; 
but  I  rented  the  kitchen  as  a  weekly  tenant  at  6s.  per  week,  and 
my  307.  was  laid  out  thus  : — 

14  lbs.  citric  acid 
1  cwt.  ferri  sulphas  ... 
25  lbs.  liq.  ammon.fort. 
21  lbs.  acid,  nitric. 
30  lbs.  acid,  sulph. 
50  oz.  quininne  sulph.... 
Enamelled- iron  pan  ... 
Two  brown  milk-basins 
Glass  plates  ... 

Brush  

Scaling-knife,  coals,  fire-irons,  bottles, 

filters,  scales  and  weights,  and 

sundry  other  items  up  to  a  total  of 

The  milk-basins  were  of  ordinary  brown  Sunderland  ware,  and 
were  my  evaporating-pans.  They  fitted  the  top  of  the  boiler,  and 
with  a  little  packing  round  the  sides  of  brown  paper  produced 
just  the  pressure  and  temperature  required.  I  worked  in  that 
kitchen  night  after  night  for  weeks  up  to  1  and  2  a.m.  My  chief 
trouble  at  first  was  that  the  scales  came  out  brown  instead  of 
golden  green.  This  difficulty  and  others  were,  however,  eventually 
overcome,  and  the  lot  converted  into  beautiful  scales  and  sold  to 
a  wholesale  firm  at  a  good  profit.  To  my  great  surprise  and 
disappointment  it  was  quickly  returned,  "  deficient  in  quinine." 
I  had  certainly  used  the  full  quantity,  but,  in  my  anxiety  to  be 
strictly  B.P.,  I  had  followed  that  estimable  book  to  the  letter, 
so  that  by  washing  the  precipitated  quinine  free  from  sulphate  I 
had  also  washed  much  alkaloid  down  the  drains.  The  discovery 
was  an  important  one  to  me,  and  I  quickly  dissolved  the  batch 
added  more  quinine  and  re-scaled  it. 

I  employed  a  short  stout  boy,  who  gloried  in  the  name  of  Dick 
Whittington,  to  do  various  little  jobs,  and  Dick  was  sent  again 
with  the  3-gal.  jar  containing  200  oz.  of  the  salt  for  delivery.  On 
my  arrival  from  business  at  night  I  found  the  boy  in  most 
miserable  plight.  "  I  busted  he,  sir,"  he  said,  which  meant  that  in 
going  along  G-oswell  Road  he  was  caught  in  a  heavy  shower, 
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slipped,  and  fell  with  the  jar,  whose  contents  were  spread  over 
the  pavement,  and  the  rain  did  the  rest.  I  was  now  in  tight 
corner,  with  my  quinine  and  capital  gone.  Borrow  I  would  not, 
except  through  a  certain  avuncular  relation  whose  acquaintance  I 
had  not  so  far  made;  and  when  I  lay  in  my  comfortable  lodgings 
that  night,  trying  to  sleep,  it  struck  me  that  the  easiest  way  to 
keep  on  my  laboratory  was  to  entrust  to  the  said  relation  those 
personal  belongings  around  me,  which,  with  some  personal 
economies,  would  provide  the  necessary  funds  for  the  purchase  of 
more  quinine.  All  happened  as  I  conjectured,  and  orders  began  to 
come  in.  A  rare  bit  of  luck  soon  occurred,  also,  in  the  burning  down 
of  Messrs.  Dunn  &  Co 's  place  in  Finsbury.  Mr.  Dunn  sent  me 
an  order  straight  off  for  500  oz.  of  what  was  then  known  as 
"  10-per-cent.,"  and  I  found  it  necessary  to  throw  up  my  City 
situation.  Four  months  after  doing  so  I  had  nine-tenths  of  the 
British  drug-houses  on  my  books  as  customers  for  ferri  et 
quin.  cit. 

To-day  ferri  et'quin.  cit.  is  still  one  of  the  staples  of  the 
business,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  Mr.  Lorimer's  good 
fortune  to   select   others  as  productive.     For  example, 


Packing  Specialities. 

chemical  food  makes  an  enormous  item  in  the  business, 
thanks  to  an  eminent  pharmacist  who  wrote  to  Mr.  Lorimer 
some  twenty  years  ago  giving  such  a  high  opinion  of  his 
syrup  that  Mr.  Lorimer  began  to  push  it,  with  the  result  that 
he  now  sells  it  by  the  ton.  After  inspecting  this  department 
we  walked  through  the  tincture-laboratory  and  store-room, 
and  so  on  to  the  first  floor,  where  I  tapped  the  more 
systematised  packing-departments.  There  are  dozens  of  girls 
engaged  by  the  firm,  and  these  are  trained  to  put  up  certain 
articles,  a  girl  rarely  taking  in  hand  more  than  three  things. 
These  articles  are  so  spread  over  the  factory  that  the  possi- 
bility of  making  mistakes  is  reduced  to  a  minimum,  each 
article  having  its  own  counter,  or  section  thereof,  and 
apartments  separating  the  products  into  non-interchangeable 
groups.  The  photograph  of  a  section  indicates  the  system. 
In  the  foreground  the  girls  at  one  side  of  the  counter  are 
packing  rennet-powder,  and  to  the  back  they  are  busy  with 
flavourin-gessences — an  order  from  one  man  for  400  dozen  of 
these  was  in  hand  when  I  called.  The  perfume-room  is  on 
the  first  floor,  where  also  is  the  wet  department  of  the  regular 
wholesale,  and  wheie  organisation  and  cleanliness  of  no  com- 
mon order  reflect  much  credit  on  the  bead  wet-counter  man. 

A  section  of  the  second  floor  is  devoted  to  the  manufacture 
and  packing  of  effervescing  preparations,  such  as  saline, 
granules,  and  seidlitz  powders.  I  noticed,  in  respect  to 
the  seidlitz,  that  each  powder  is  weighed  by  hand-scales.  It 
is  a  busy  department,  even  now,  and  in  the  summer  time  the 
granulators  work  day  and  night  shifts.  One  apartment  on 
the  top  floor  is  devoted  to  lozenge  and  tablet  making,  and 
the  photograph  opposite  shows  the  wonderful  lozenge- 
machine,  which  is  fed  with  lozenge-mass  and  turns  out 
lozenges  cut,  and  stamped  ready  for  drying.  Brompton 
coughs  were  being  turned  out  by  the  hundredweight  when 
I  was  there,  and  linseed,  liquorice  and  chlorodynes  are  also 
nade  in  great  quantity.  The  cachou-lozenges  are  made  by 
land,  as  machines  cannot  give  the  variety  of  shape  that  the 
firm  like. 
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Already,  I  fear,  I  have  exceeded  the  space  allotted  to  me, 
and  there  is  much  else  that  could  be  mentioned — for 
example,  the  printing-department  where  labels  are  printed 
and  names  and  addresses  on  lithographed  labels  and 
cartons.  I  gathered  that  stocks  of  labels  and  cartons  are 
kept  ready  for  regular  customers,  and  there  are  hourly 
demands  for  what  I  may  call  adventitious  labels.  These 
hurried  observations  merely  skim  the  surface  of  the  work 
done,  but  they  may  suffice  to  show  the  elements  that  go  to 
make  a  modern  drug-business  which  has  specialised  in 
several  important  staples,  and  from  them  has  developed  a 
large  business  in  packed  pharmaceuticals  and  dietetic 
articles  ready  for  retailing.  Analytical  control  of  what 
comes  in  and  what  goes  out  is  effected  through  the  laboratory 
supervised  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Joyce,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.  ;  and  Mr.  Lorimer 
and  Mr.  Brocklesby  are  assisted  in  the  administration  of  the 
business  by  Mr.  George  Lorimer,  who,  as  the  result  of  his 
work  with  the  C.I.V.,  got  a  commission  in  the  Army  but 
resigned  it  in  order  to  continue  his  work  at  Britannia  Row. 

For  Thirsty  People. 

I  had  an  interesting  chat  the  other  day  with  Mr.  Reginald 
Howell,  of  Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited),  95  Southward 
Street,  S.E.  I  looked  in  ostensibly  on  the  search  for  novelties, 
but  our  conversation  ranged  from  the  rise  in  American  oil  of 
peppermint  to  the  influence  of  foggy  weather  on  business. 
One  would  naturally  have  supposed  that  the  cold,  wet 
summer  of  1902,  against  which  aerated-water  manufacturers 
have  railed,  would  have  had  a  depressing  influence  on 
Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell's  business.  But  Mr.  Howell 
was  far  from  depressed,  and  pharmacists  who  know  the 
restless  energy  and  originality  of  the  firm  will  not  be 
surprised.  Reverting  to  the  American  peppermint-oil  boom, 
Mr.  Howell  pointed  out  as  singular  and  noteworthy  the  fact 
that  while  the  American  oil  is  now  almost  double  its 
normal  price,  English  oil  of  peppermint  (which  is  much  more 
valuable)  has  not  been  proportionately  advanced.  Talking 
of  America  led  us  naturally  on  to  the  national  drinks,  and 
presently  Mr.  Howell  produced  for  my  delectation  two 
delicious  aerated  beverages  named  respectively  Ice-cream 
Ginger  and  Ice-cream  Soda.  These  are  made  with 
essences  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell 
(J  fl.  oz.  of  essence  to  1  gal.  of  syrup  at  45°  T\v.),  and  the 
flavours  are  in  each  case  faithful  and  full-bodied  repro- 
ductions of  the  soda-fountain  drinks  of  the  same  genre.  The 
lines  upon  which  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell  have  always 
worked  have  been  to  produce  the  maximum  of  flavour  in  the 
minimum  of  bulk,  and  they  are  strikingly  successful.  Mr. 
Howell  brought  me  a  homely  looking  bottle  of  stone  ginger- 
beer,  whose  contents  1  found  to  possess  the  attributes  of  a 
well-brewed  ginger-beer. 

"  Good  flavour  .'  Nice  brew,  isn't  it  ?  "  queried  Mr.  Howell. 

"  No  doubt  about  that,"  I  answered,  decisively. 

"  Well,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  not  brewed  at  all.  It  is 
made  with  our  essence  of  ginger-beer  ;  and  a  '  brew '  can  be 
finished  in  half  an  hour." 

After  that  nothing  was  particularly  surprising;  and 
when  an  essence  of  raspberry  and  an  essence  of  strawberry 
were  given  me  to  test,  both  of  which  smelt,  tasted,  and 
looked  like  liquid  raspberries  and  strawberries,  I  took  the 
facts  with  sufficient  calmness.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  these 
essences  are  the  natural  products,  but  the  wonder  is  that 
such  a  concentration  of  strength  and  flavour  can  be  produced 
in  such  a  small  compass.  For  whereas  hitherto  10  oz.  or  so 
of  raspberry  and  strawberry  essences  have  been  required  to 
flavour  a  gallon  of  raspberry  or  strawberry  syrup,  1  oz.  of 
these  new  concentrations  suffices  for  i  gal.  of  syrup. 
Moreover  the  absence  of  any  suspicion  of  orris  or  ethers 
indicates  that  no  artificial  means  have  been  employed  for 
their  production. 

As  a  change  from  the  ordinary  routine  of  my  travels  it 
was  suggested  that  I  should  investigate 

Convention  Consequences, 

meaning,  thereby,  the  opinions  of  those  firms  which  have 
put  their  proprietaries  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  in  consequence  of 
the  agitation  that  culminated  in  the  meeting  held  at 
the  Inns  of  Court  Hotel  last  November.  J  have  simply 
endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  makers,  and  I  give 
them  as  I  got  them.  The  sketches  incorporated  help  ' to 
show  the  subjects  of  the  conversations. 


GegenCber  Cologne. 

One  of  my  first  visits  was  to  Messrs.  J.  &  R.  McCracken, 
of  38  Queen  Street,  E.C.,  the  agents  for  Johann  Maria 
Farina  gegeniiber  dem  Julichs  Platz, 
Cologne.  Mr.  McCracken  expressed  him- 
self as  very  well  satisfied  indeed  with 
the  results  already  achieved  from  placing 
his  article  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list.  Beyond 
the  good  will  evinced  in  the  hundreds 
of  postcards  received  from  chemists  and 
others  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  he  was 
sure  that  increased  business  had  already 
resulted.  Although  a  manager  of  one 
of  the  big  stores  had  intimated  pretty 
decisively  that  the  arrangement  was  not 
to  his  liking,  yet  a  large  competing  store 
had  promptly  doubled  its  usual  order. 
So  that  although  no  great  pecuniary 
advantage  was  expected — indeed,  much 
greater  trouble  was  anticipated — Mr.  McCracken  is  sure 
that  ultimately  the  arrangement  will  be  to  the  firm's 
material  advantage.  One  thing  he  is  quite  sure  of,  and  that 
he  was  most  concerned  about.  He  has  gained  the  good  will 
of  chemists,  and  now  feels  certain  that  his  far-famed  eau  de 
Cologne  will  be  sold  extensively  and  ungrudgingly  whenever 
a  good  toilet- water  is  asked  for. 

Wright's  Coal-tar  Specialities. 

"  You  are  rather  early,"  protested  Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  of 
Wright,  Layman  &  LTmney  (Limited),  Southwark  Street,  S.E. 
"  Our  specialities  have  not  been  long  enough  on  the  list  yet 
to  so  increase  our  profits  as  to  place  us  for  ever  beyond  the 
reach  of  penury,  but  we  have  had  an  embarras  des  riches  as 
far  as  good  will  is  concerned." 

With  that  he  handed  me  a  bundle  of  letters,  from  which  I 
extract  three  representative  samples. 

The  first,  from  a  renowned  cutter,  says  : — 

"We  think  this  is  a  good  move  on  your  part,  ami  should  have  ths 
approval  of  the  whole  trade. 

The  second  gives  the  views  of 
a  thoughtful  and  successful  re- 
tailer.   As  follows  : — 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on 
your  decision  to  place  your  well- 
known  preparations  on  the  P.A.T.A., 
and  to  thank  you.  The  retail  chemist 
fraternity  has  only  itself  to  blame 
for  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  and 
it  owes  the  manufacturers  its  hearty 

co-operation  and  loyal  support  in  their  endeavours  to  ensure  the 
trade  a  "living"  profit  against  its  will.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assure 
you  of  my  intention  to  endeavour  to  let  my  sympathy  take  as 
active  shape  as  possible. 

The  next  illustrates  in  crisp  phrase  the  approval  of  the 
practical,  busy  man  : — 

Oblige  me  with  your  terms  for  Wright's  coal-tar  soap.  Now  it 
is  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  I  shall  be  pleased  to  sell  it.  mslead  of  boy- 
cotting it. 

"  Of  course,  good  will  does  not  pay  the  rent,"  pursued  Mr. 
Umney  with  that  shrewdness  characteristic  of  his  race, 
"  but  it  goes  a  good  way  towards  it,  and  our  protective  step 
has  already  proved  advantageous  to  us  in  many  ways." 

One  rather  startling  thing  he  told  me.  Reports  he  had 
received  from  travellers  and  others  reiterated  the  assertion 
that  only  two  chemists  out  of  five  knew  that  Wright's  coal-tar 
soap  was  protected.  This  was  so  sweeping  a  reflection  on 
the  neglect  by  many  chemists  of  their  own  interests  that 
Mr.  Umney  made  special  investigations  on  the  subject  to 
satisfy  himself.  A  representative  of  the  firm  was  sent  to  a 
large  town,  and  he  discovered  that  about  a  dozen  chemists 
whom  he  called  upon  there  knew  nothing  whatever  about 
the  protection.  And  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  trade 
journals  had  fully  reported  the  Convention,  that  the  P.A.T.A 
list  is  supplied  to  every  chemist,  and  that  180,000  of  W.,  L. 
&  U.'s  "  Children's  Animal  Books,"  with  circulars  drawing  > 
special  attention  to  the  change,  had  been  distributed  to  the  < 
trade  ! 

"  Such  apathy,"  said  Mr.  Umney,  "would  give  the  most 
cheerful  optimist  pause." 

The  "  Animal  Books "  have  been  a  great  success,  and 
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already  over  one  hundred  poems  have  been  received  in  con- 
nection with  the  competition. 

Keating's  Lozenges. 

My  interview  with  Mr.  Wylde,  the  proprietor  of  Keating's 
preparations,  may  be  ranked  as  one  of  the  most  interesting. 
While  quite  unable  yet  to  say  definitely  that  any  actual 
pecuniary  gain  had  resulted  from  placing  Keating's  lozenges 
and  bonbons  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list, 
Mr.  Wylde  is  still  as  convinced  as 
ever  of  the  wisdom  of  the  step  he 
has  taken.  He  showed  me  a  pile  of 
commendatory  epistles  from  chemists 
and  chemists'  associations  in  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  furthermore  stated 
that,  with  the  exception  of  two,  his 
customers  had  cheerfully  fallen  in 
with  the  arrangement.  Of  the  two 
dissenters  he  was  sanguine  of  one  ultimately  coming  into 
line,  but  the  other  appeared  at  the  moment  to  be  relentless. 

"  But  it  does  not  matter,"  said  Mr.  Wylde.  "  I  am  prepared 
to  lose  even  a  500Z.  customer,  for  I  have  given  my  word  to 
protect  these  articles,  and  protected  they  shall  be  as  far  as  I 
can  guarantee  it." 

The  correspondence  in  connection  with  the  matter  given 
me  freely  for  inspection  proves  that  Mr.  Wylde  means  what 
he  says ;  he  has  protected  his  prices,  and  he  is  doing'  his 
best  to  make  sure  that  the  protected  prices  are  being 
adhered  to.  In  this  particular  it  is  rather  singular,  and 
contrary  to  generally  accepted  ideas,  to  note  that  it  is 
cutting  firms  who  are  the  keenest  scenters  of  cutting  in 
others,  and  that  they  are  the  first  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  proprietor  of  the  protected  article  to  the  fact.  This 
seems  to  show  that  cutters  themselves  are  by  no  means 
averse  to  protected  articles,  indeed,  the  general  result  of  my 
investigations  proves  that  the  cutters  (with  perhaps  one  or 
two  exceptions,  and  these  of  little  account)  have  not  even 
•demurred  to  the  steps  taken.  Of  course,  as  Mr.  Wylde 
pointed  out  it  is  easier  to  ensure  the  observance  of  the 
protected  prices  in  the  case  of  the  large  buyer  than  it  is  with 
the  small  purchaser.  The  supply  to  the  large  buyer  can  be 
more  easily  cut  off,  but,  apart  from  that,  the  stores  appear  to 
be  content  to  accept  the  inevitable  with  as  good  grace  as 
possible.  Mr.  Wylde,  like  some  of  the  other  proprietors,  is 
fain  to  chide  the  P.A.T.A.  officials  for  not  putting  their 
claims  sufficiently  before  chemists.  He  thinks  more  members 
■could  be  got  by  the  exercise  of  a  little  more  thoroughness, 
as  one  chemist  wrote,  in  reply  to  his  circular,  saying  he  had 
never  even  heard  of  the  P.A.T.A.  Let  these  things  be  an 
instruction  unto  Temple  Chambers. 

Warner's  Cure. 

The  manager  of  Messrs.  H.  H.  Warner  &  Co.  (Limited),  in 
his  sanctum  at  86  Clerkenwell  Koad,  E.C., 
beamed  with  undisguised  satisfaction  when 
I  questioned  him  on  the  subject.  The 
directors  were  convinced  that  they  had  done 
rightly  in  placing  Warner's  preparations  on 
the  list. 

"  Of  course,  we  will  lose  some  big  firms, 
stores,  and  such  like,"  said  the  manager, 
"  but  we  don't  care  for  that.  We  feel  that 
it  will  pay  us  better  in  the  long  run  to  have 
the  good  will  of  the  chemists  than  the  money 
of  the  stores." 

jfllilitY/MJUfl,  "Have  you  heard  from  the  chemists 
^gfllffiglfljl    about  it  ?  " 

"Rather.  Many  chemists  have  written 
congratulating  us,  some  of  whom  have  told  us  that  they 
haven't  stocked  our  goods  for  years." 

Brigg's  Indian  Foods. 

The  manager  of  the  company  selling  these  products  of  our 
Eastern  Empire  could  say  nothing  one  way  or  the  other  as 
to  what  good  protection  of  prices  was  to  be  to  their  goods. 
He  stated  that  it  was  too  soon  by  a  long  way  to  judge,  but 
he  was  inclined  to  be  slightly  pessimistic. 

Resinol  [Remedies, 
At  97  New  Oxford  Street,  W.C.,  Mr.  J,  H.  Buff  ham  was 
gcuial,  but  protested  that  it  was  too  soon  to  say  anything 
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definite  on  the  subject.  Whether  or  not  the  scheme  would 
prove  to  be  of  commercial  advantage  to  Resinol  products 
depended  in  a  great  measure 
on  the  commercial  morality 
of  the  retailer.  If  the  ordinary 
retailer  faithfully  stuck  to 
the  protected  prices  it  would 
certainly  be  to  their  mutual 
advantage,  but  he  feared  that 
some  retailers,  principally 
those  who  traded  as  "  drug- 
stores," were  not  troubled " 
by  conscientious  objections 
about  adhering  to  fixed  prices 
when  it  looked  like  losing  a  customer.  He  certainly  by  no 
means  regretted  the  placing  of  his  articles  on  the  protected 
list,  as  he  had  received  many  gratifying  indications  of  approval 
from  the  trade. 

Cologne  and  Violets. 
"I  did  not  put  No.  4711  Eau  de  Cologne  and  Rhine 
Violets  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  expecting  big  orders  as  a 
reward,"  said  the  genial  Mr.  R.  J.  Reuter, 
when  I  bearded  him  in  his  den  at  6  Well 
Street,  Jewin  Street,  E.C.,  the  other  day. 
"  It  is  too  soon  yet  to  be  able  to  record 
any  great  increase  in  sales  as  a  result  of 
our  action,  but,  if  I  may  judge  from  the 
larger  orders  for  these  goods  we  are  already 
receiving  from  the  wholesale  houses,  I 
should  say  it  will  be  a  very  good  thing 
for  us  indeed.    As  for  the  good  feeling 
produced  amongst  chemists — well,  look 
here ! " 

A  bundle  of  postcards  and  letters,  all 
to  the  same  effect— "We  wish  to  con- 
gratulate you,"  &c,  &c. — testified  to  the 
genuine  character  of  the  feeling  evinced. 
So  far,  Mr.  Reuter  has  had  no  trouble  with 
fractious  department-managers  in  stores 
While  passing  through  the  showroom 


Even 


and  elsewhere. 
I  noticed  a  new 

syringe  Mr.  Reuter  is"  about  to  put  on  the  market.  It  is 
made  of  the  best  British  rubber,  with  vulcanite  fittings, 
the  valves  are  of  vulcanite  ;  there  are  no 
metal  parts  whatever.  Another  advant- 
age possessed  by  Reuter's  enema-syringe 
(it  has  been  patented)  is  that  it  has  no 
inner  valve  to  go  out  of  order,  and  the 
vaginal  nozzle  is  fitted  with  a  peculiar 
contrivance  which  produces  a  spray  with 
a  circular  whirling  action.  The  syringe 
is  produced  to  retail  at  about  8s.. Qd.  Mr. 
Reuter  has  another  novelty  for  chemists 
on  the  tapis,  in  the  shape  of  a  combined 
soda-water  machine  and  draught-arm. 
The  whole  affair  is  so  compact  that 
while  the  errand-boy  in  the  cellar  is 
refilling  the  returned  empty  syphons, 
the  assistant  in  the  pharmacy  above  is 
drawing  ofi  a  glass  of  lemonade  or  other  beverage  for 
his  thirsty  customer. 

Dr.  Agnew's  Cures. 
Then  come  Mr.  W.  Luke,  late  of  Chicago.    Mr.  Luke  is 
the  agent  in  this  country  for  Mr.  S.  G.  Detchon,  of  Chicago, 
Toronto,  and  London,  proprietor  of  Dr. 
Agnew's  Cures  for  catarrh,  for  the 
heart,  liver-pills,  and  ointment,  and  he 
lacks  none  of  the  elements  of  alert- 
ness or  undisguised  faith  in  their 
goods  which  are  characteristic  of  our 
Transatlantic  cousins.     And  he  is 
quite  as  convinced  that  the  protection 
of  retail  prices  is  a  good  thing  as 
that  Dr.  Agnew's  Heart  Cure  is  the 
best  on  the  market.     He  recognises, 
as  he  put  it,  "  that  the  retailer  is  - 
behind  the  consumer  "  ;  and  unless  it ; 
is  made  worth  the  retailer's  whjle  to 
sell  certain  goods,  he  will  not  trouble 
to  push  the  sale  of  them.    Although  results  so  far  are  not 
quite  apparent,- mainly  because  he  has  hitherto  been  dealing 
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only  with  the  wholesaler,  he  is  sanguine  that  good  will 
inevitably  follow. 

Hanza  Platz  Cologne. 

The  only  really  dissatisfied  person  was  Mr.  Manks,  of 
F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  89  Southwark  Street,  S.E.  He  vented  a 
strong  grievance  against  the  P.A.T.A., 
inasmuch  as,  according  to  his  assertion, 
they  had  blundered  in  the  printing  of 
the  prices  of  Farina's  Hanza  Platz  and 
"  89  "  brand  eau  de  Colognes  in  the  Anti- 
cutting  Record  list.  These,  as  printed, 
appeared  to  be  net  prices,  while  in 
reality  they  were  subject  to  discounts  of 
10  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent,  one  month. 
The  publication  of  the  error  had  caused 
considerable  grumbling  amongst  Messrs. 
Schutze's  customers,  who  had  plainly 
and  pointedly  intimated  that  they  did 
not  see  the  fun  of  paying  15  per  cent, 
extra  on  the  wholesale  prices  of  Hanza 
VN  Platz  Cologne  to  enable  the  proprietors 
'kQ^j  »  to  protect  the  retail  prices.  However, 
J  the  circulars  Messrs.  Schutze  have  sent 
direct  and  the  Record's  correction 
make  the  point  quite  clear,  and  doubtless 
Mr.  Manks  will  soon  be  as  well  pleased 
with  the  wisdom  of  their  protective  step 
as  the  others.  Incidentally  I  learned  that  Messrs.  Schutze 
are  very  busy  in  their  manufacturing-department  at  present, 
as  they  would  need  to  be  with  fourteen  travellers  on  the 
road  to  keep  supplied. 

The  expense  of  fourteen  travellers  figures  out  to  a  goodly 
sum.  I  daresay  a  week  of  it  would  pay  for  a  page-advertise- 
ment weekly  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  a  year. 

Electrical  Goods. 

Novelties  in  electric  bells  and  lamps  continue  to  be  turned 
out  by  Messrs.  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  Clerkenwell  Optical  Works, 
142  St.  John  Street,  E.C.  This  week  I  have  examined 
a  very  compact  combined  medical  coil  and  surgical  lamp, 
which  sells  at  306'.    The  apparatus  takes  the  form  of  a  box, 

inches  deep  and  4  inches  square,  and  by  changing  the 
connections — this  is  managed  by  brass  studs — either  ,  the 
medical  coil  or  the  surgical  lamp  can  be  used.  The  latter 
gives  a  capital  light  for  illuminating  the  cavities  of  the 
human  body,  and  must  considerably  lighten  the  difficulties  of 
the  dentist  or  laryngoscopist.  A  new  form  of  invalid 
electric  bell  was  also  shown  me ;  the  battery  forms  the  base 
of  the  bell,  and  can  be  turned  upside  down  without  spilling 
the  contents  of  the  cells.  There  is  a  long  connecting- wire; 
with  the  bell  for  use,  but,  of  course,  invalids  are  not  the  only 
people  to  whom  the  bell  would  be  useful.  A  bell  on  the 
same  principle,  but  without  the  long  connecting-wire,  is  made, 
which  seemed  to  me  to  be  very  suitable  for  a  counter- 
bell  or  for  summoning  the  shop-boy. 


Xeoal  IReports. 


What  may  Happen  if  Lady  Pharmacists  become  a 
General  Thing. 


Medicine -stamp  Act,  1812. 

The  Position  of  Limited  Companies. 

At  the  Oldham  Police  Court  on  January  22,  J.  Hulme  &  Co. 
(Limited),  carrying  on  business  as  chemists  and  druggists 
in  several  places  at  Oldham,  were  summoned  at  the  instance 
of  Edward  Hutson,  officer  of  the  Inland  Kevenue,  for  selling 
eight  different  medicines  unstamped.  Mr.  Denniss,  barrister, 
of  Somerset  House,  represented  the  Inland  Revenue ;  and 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  barrister  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Clark  & 
Jackson),  represented  the  defendant  company. 

Mr.  Denniss,  after  explaining  that  it  had  been  agreed  to 
take  the  cases  together,  said  that  the  eight  informations 
were  taken  under  Section  2  of  the  Act.  This  section,  shortly 
put,  was  to  the  effect  that  a  penalty  of  10/.  was  imposed  in 
cases  where  any  medicines  liable  to  duty  were  sold  without 
being  properlv  stamped.  The  duties  were  imposed  by 
44  Geo.  III.,  ch.  3,  Schedule  B.  The  question  of  liability 
turned  upon  the  construction  to  be  placed  on  the  schedule, 
which  contained  a  long  list  of  medicines  enumerated  by 
name. 

Mr.  Wilkinson :  Not  one  in  the  schedule  has  any  reference 
to  the  articles  on  account  of  which  we  are  summoned. 

Mr.  Denniss  read  the  schedule  where  it  begins  "  and 
also  all  other  tinctures,"  &c,  and  contended  that  the 
eight  articles  sold  came  within  the  last  quoted  definition. 
The  medicines  were  tincture  of  mix  vomica,  tincture  of 
sulphur,  blood-purifier  and  tonic,  Hulme  &  Co.'s  Kornikure, 
Hulme  &  Co.'s  Chili  paste,  Buzhn's  golden  gripe-syrup,  wind- 
pills,  and  chlorodyne.  The  first  two  named  were  homoeopathic 
medicines,  and  upon  the  bottles  in  which  they  were  sold 
were  the  names  of  the  diseases  to  which  they  applied,  and 
a  handbill  was  given  with  them,  on  which  was  printed  a 
list  of  homoeopathic  medicines  prepared  and  sold  retail  by 
J.  Hulme  k  Co.  (Limited),  and  their  uses.  These  medicines 
were  certainly  held  out  by  the  vendor  "  as  beneficial  in 
relation  to  the  prevention,  relief,  or  cure,"  &c.  Therefore 
they  came  within  the  charge  of  duty.  Mr.  Denniss  also 
pointed  out  that  tincture  of  mix  vomica  had  been  the  subject 
of  a  decision  in  the  High  Court,  Smith  v.  Mason,  which  bore 
out  his  contention. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  here  interposed  with  a  view  to  shortening 
the  case,  saying  that  three  articles  on  the  list  were  un- 
doubtedly what  were  known  as  proprietary  articles — viz.  the 
Kornikure,  Chili  paste,  and  gripe-syrup.  There  was  no  legal 
defence  as  regarded  them.  There  is  a  great  difficulty, 
said  Mr. I  Wilkinson,  in  deciding  under  the  Act  what  comes 
within  it,  and  what  does  not. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Andrew) :  You  plead  guilty  to  three. 
What  about  the  five  1 

Mr.  Wilkinson :  Those  I  shall  defend.  Mr.  Wilkinson 
added  that  the  Inland  Revenue  Commissioners  themselves 
seemed  very  uncertain  as  to  what  articles  were  liable  to  duty 
and  what  were  not.  His  clients  were  quite  prepared  to 
undertake  to  stop  selling  them  until  the  point  had  been 
decided. 

Mr.  Denniss  then  dealt  with  the  remainder  of  the  articles, 
and  proceeded  to  say  that  if  their  Worships  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  labels  held  out  the  medicines  as  being  bene- 
ficial in  certain  human  diseases,  that  was  sufficient  to  make 
them  liable  to  duty.  A  chemist  might  sell  medicines  un- 
stamped if  he  sold  them  without  any  advertisement  or 
recommendation  as  to  what  they  were  to  be  used  for.  But 
if  he  chose  to  advertise  them,  either  by  means  of  labels  on 
the  bottles  or  by  means  of  handbills  or  other  advertisement, 
as  being  beneficial  for  the  relief  or  cure  of  human  diseases, 
the  Legislature  had  thought  fit  to  say  that  duty  should  be 
paid  upon  them.  There  was  a  charge  of  \\A.  on  each  of 
these  bottles,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  very  great  importance. 
Eight  medicines  had  been  quoted  in  the  informations,  but 
there  were  others  sold  of  similar  character.  It  enabled 
such  a  firm  to  undersell  those  who  properly  stamped  their 
medicines — a  material  fact  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Bench. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  objected  to  this  statement.  They  were  not 
dealing  with  the  other  articles. 
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Mr.  Denniss  said  it  might  be  put  forward  as  a  ground  of 
defence  that  the  fact  of  these  bottles  beiDg  unstamped  was 
an  accident.  He  had  a  right  to  show  that  this  was  not  a 
mere  slip,  but  that  there  were  a  number  of  other  medicines 
being  sold  without  stamps. 

Mr.  Jameson,  an  officer  of  the  Inland  Kevenue,  was  then 
called  to  prove  the  purchase  of  the  articles,  and,  this  done, 
he  was  submitted  to  a  rattling  cross-examination  by  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  who  wanted  to  know  if  chemists  generally  do  not 
sell  such  articles  as  those  in  dispute,  especially  chlorodyne 
and  wind-pills.  Witness  quietly  suggested  that  the  latter 
title  is  claimed  by  Page  Woodcock  on  the  basis  of  a  trade- 
mark, and  that  the  original  chlorodyne  has  long  paid  stamp- 
duty.  Witness  denied  that  he  did  anything  in  the  nature  of 
"  getting-up  "  cases.  He  was  deputed  by  his  department,  on 
behalf  of  the  public,  to  see  that  the  revenue  was  not 
defrauded. 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  in  opening  the  case  for  the  defence, 
claimed  advantage  of  the  exemption  on  behalf  of  chemists 
who  sell  articles  of  which  they  are  "  not  the  owners,  pro- 
prietors, makers,  compounders,  original,  or  first  vendors." 
The  owner,  he  claimed,  meant  not  merely  the  owner  of  an 
individual  bottle,  but  the  owner  of  the  composition  which 
was  put  into  the  bottle.  In  that  sense,  except  in  the  three 
exceptions  alluded  to,  the  defendants  were  not  the  owners 
of  any  of  the  preparations  in  question.  Anybody  else  could 
put  up  the  same  preparations.  Neither  were  they  the 
original  or  first  vendors.  The  prosecution  must  prove  that 
they  were.  With  reference  to  the  words  "  hold  out  or 
recommend  to  the  public,"  in  the  majority  of  these  cases 
he  was  going  to  ask  the  Magistrates  to  say  that  there  was 
no  holding  out  or  recommendation.  Taking  the  case  of 
the  chlorodyne  as  a  representative  example,  he  pointed  out 
that  the  label  did  not  say  that  the  preparation  would  cure 
anything.  It  simply  gave  the  dose  in  the  case  of  certain 
ailments.  What  was  meant  by  holding  out  to  the  public 
was  something  stronger  than  that.  It  was  merely  a  neces- 
sary description  of  what  the  medicine  was.  If  it  was  to  be 
interpreted  in  the  strict  way  that  had  been  suggested,  he 
supposed  a  penny  packet  of  Epsom  salts  would  have  to  be 
stamped.  It  was  really  carrying  the  thing  to  a  ridiculous 
extent. 

Mr.  Denniss  said  that  part  of  the  Act  to  which  Mr. 
Wilkinson  had  been  referring  was  an  exemption  which  did 
not  apply  to  the  present  case,  the  defendants  being  a  limited 
company.  It  applied  only  in  cases  of  chemists  who  have 
served  an  apprenticeship.  The  clause  with  regard  to  the 
duty  did  not  use  the  phrase  "  original  or  first  vendors  "  The 
words  were  "  the  makers,  vendors,  or  proprietors  thereof." 
All  that  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  prove  was  that  the 
defendants  sold  them.  This  he  had  done.  As  to  Epsom 
salts  there  might  be  a  condition  under  which  the  defendants 
would  require  to  put  a  threehalfpenny  stamp  upon  a  penny- 
worth. 

Mr.  Williamson,  managing  director  of  the  defendant 
company,  explained  how  the  three  articles  referred  to  were 
put  up  without  a  stamp  owing  to  the  negligence  of  an 
employe  who  had  now  been  discharged.  There  were  plenty 
of  stamps  on  the  premises  at  the  time. 

In  cross-examination  the  witness  said  he  was  neither 
registered  as  a  chemist,  nor  had  he  passed  the  examination. 

Mr.  Denniss  :  Your  company  is  not  accustomed  to  stamp 
homoeopathic  medicines  ? — No. 

Mr.  Denniss  :  How  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  bottles 
have  you  sold  during  the  years  the  firm  has  carried  on 
business  without  stamps  ? — I  could  not  tell. 

The  Bench,  after  retiring  for  consideration,  decided  that 
the  cases  had  been  proved,  but  said  that  they  were  prepared 
to  deal  with  them  as  first  offences.  The  penalty  would  be 
21.  in  each  of  the  eight  cases,  or  161.  in  all,  and  in  addition 
court  costs.    The  penalty  and  costs  were  at  once  paid. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Apollinaris  Company  (Limited)  v.  E.  R.  Shaw  (Limited). 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  January  23,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Buckley,  Mr.  Astbury,  K.C.,  with  whom  was  Mr. 
Sebastian,  moved  for  an  interim  injunction  to  restrain  the 
defendants,  who  carry  on  business  at  Market  Place,  Wake- 
field, from  alleged  infringement  of  a  trade-mark  for  mineral 


waters.  Learned  counsel  said  that  the  parties  had  arranged 
an  order.  The  plaintiffs  sold  their  mineral  water  in  bottles 
on  which  was  a  label  having  a  picture  of  a  spring.  That 
picture  was  registered  as  a  trade-mark  by  the  plaintiffs.  The 
allegation  was  that  the  defendants  got  up  their  bottles  of 
water  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive,  and 
though  there  were  other  matters  involved  in  the  action  the 
defendants  did  not  see  their  way  to  resist  the  motion  for  an 
injunction.  His  Lordship  made  an  order  by  consent, 
restraining  the  defendants  from  infringing  the  plaintiffs 
trade-mark,  and  from  offering  and  exposing  for  sale  any 
mineral  waters  bearing  the  labels  complained  of,  and  for 
the  delivery  up  of  any  of  the  offending  labels  still  in  their 
possession.  Further  proceedings  were  stayed,  the  defen- 
dants paying  the  costs. 

Thierry's  Business. 
On  Saturday,  January  24,  Mr.  Justice  Farwell,  in  the 
Chancery  Division,  had  before  him  the  case  of  Thierry 
Adolf  (Limited)  v.  Adolf  Thierry,  in  which  the  plaintiff 
claimed  specific  performance  of  an  agreement,  or  in  the 
alternative  damages.  No  defence  had  been  put  in.  Mr. 
Gover,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  stated  that  the 
agreement  in  question  was  for  the  sale  to  the  company  of 
premises  in  London  and  abroad  and  the  goodwill  of  the 
business  carried  on  in  England  and  Austro-Hungary  as 
dealers  in  patent  medicines  and  toilet-preparations.  The 
purchase  consideration  was  to  be  36,000?.,  18,000?.  of  which 
was  to  be  paid  in  cash  and  18,000?.  in  fully-paid  ordinary 
shares,  the  transaction  to  be  completed  in  London  on 
March  25,  1902,  and  possession  given  upon  the  allotment  of 
shares  and  the  payment  in  cash. 

Mr.  Justice  Farwell  said  he  doubted  whether  he  could 
decree  specific  performance  of  all  the  paragraphs  set  out 
in  the  statement  of  claim. 

Mr.  Gover  said  he  would  not  ask  for  specific  performance 
of  the  agreement,  but  for  an  inquiry  as  to  the  damages 
suffered  by  the  plaintiff  by  reason  of  the  defendant  not 
carrying  out  his  part  of  the  agreement. 

Mr.  Justice  Farwell  directed  an  inquiry  as  to  damages, 
and  gave  the  plaintiff  costs  of  the  action  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  reserving  costs  of  the  inquiry. 

BOVRIL. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division,  on  January  27,  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Wills,  and  Mr.  Justice  Channel  1  (sitting 
as  a  Divisional  Court),  in  the  matter  of  an  arbitration 
between[Brown,  Son  &  Blomfield  v.  Bovril  (Limited),  heard  a 
motion  on  behalf  of  Bovril  (Limited)  to  set  aside  an  award 
made  by  an  arbitrator.  The  grounds  on  which  it  was  sought 
to  set  asidejthe  award  were,  first,  that  the  arbitrator  promised 
to  state  a  case  and  did  not  do  so ;  and  secondly,  that 
the  arbitrator  rejected  material  evidence  of  the  architect 
which  he  ought  to  have  received.  The  case  arose 
out  of  a  contract  for  erecting  a  large  building  for 
Bovril  (Limited).  It  appeared  that  there  was  an 
agreement  between  the  contractor  and  the  builder 
that  the  building  should  be  completed  by  December  17, 
1898.  It  was  not,  however,  finished  by  that  date,  and  it 
was  alleged  by  the  builder  that  that  was  owing  to  default 
by  the  employer.  The  agreement  provided  that  if  the  con- 
tractor failed  to  complete  the  works  by  the  specified  time, 
or  an  extended  time  allowed  by  the  architect,  the  contractor 
should  pay  to  the  employer  12!.  10.<t.  per  day  as  liquidated 
damages  for  every  day  the  work  remained  unfinished  beyond 
the  date  specified,  the  amount  to  be  deducted  by  the 
employer  from  any  moneys  due  to  the  contractor.  The  con- 
tractor sued  for  the  balance,  and  his  claim  was  disputed  on 
the  grounds  of  breach  of  contract  and  that  certain  sums 
were  due  for  liquidated  damages.  Without  calling  on  the 
other  side,  the  Court  dismissed  the  appeal,  with  costs. 

McEachen  &  Co.  v.  Sallyco  Mineral-water  Company. 
In  the  King's  Bench  Division,  on  January  27,  a  Divisional 
Court,  consisting  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Wills, 
and  Mr.  Justice  Channell,  in  this  case  heard  an  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  from  the  judgment  of  Deputy-Judge 
Pitt-Lewis,  sitting  at  Bloomsbury  County  Court.  The  apel- 
lants  are  merchants  carrying  on  business  at  Liverpool.  The 
action  was  -originally  brought  for  goods  sold  and  delivered. 
The  defendants  were  ordered  to  pay  501.,  and  as  to  the 
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balance  the  action  was  remitted  to  the  County  Court;.  In 
the  proceedings  under  Order  XIV.  they  riled  a  counterclaim, 
and  the  Deputy-Judge  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  for 
20/.  12s.  10(Z.  beyond  the  501.  paid  on  the  claim  and  the 
general  costs  of  the  action  up  to  April  22,  and  judgment  for 
the  defendants  on  the  counterclaim  for  30/.,  with  costs,  and 
made  a  special  order  as  to  the  balance  of  general  costs  in 
favour  of  the  defendants.  Mr.  White,  on  behalf  of  the  plain- 
tiffs, now  submitted  that  the  Deputy-Judge  had  no  power  to 
deprive  his  clients  of  costs.  The  Court  confirmed  the  order 
of  the  Deputy-Judge,  and  dismissed  the  appeal,  with  costs. 

Kodak-film  Trade-mark. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  January  28,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Swinfen  Eady,  the  cases  of  Kodak  (Limited)  v.  London 
Stereoscopic  Photographic  Company  (Limited),  Kodak 
(Limited)  v.  Houghton  &  Co.,  and  in  re  Trade-marks  of 
Kodak  (Limited),  and  in  re  Patents,  &c,  Acts,  1883  to  1888, 
came  on  for  hearing. 

Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  K.C.,  for  the  plaintiffs,  in  the  state- 
ments of  claim,  set  forth  that  the  plaintiff  company  were 
registered  proprietors  of  the  several  trade-marks  "  Kodak,"' 
"  Brownie,"  and  "  Bull's-eye,"  in  the  classes  which  he 
enumerated.  These  names  were  used  as  trade-marks  and 
names  for  various  goods  of  the  plaintiff  company,  and  were 
taken  by  the  trade  and  the  public  to  mean  goods  sold  by 
the  plaintiffs.  The  combinations  of  letters  "  P.K."  ("  Pocket 
Kodak"),  "F.P.K."  ("Folding  Pocket  Kodak  "),  "  C.K." 
('•Cartridge  Kodak"),  and  "BE."  ("Bull's-eye"),  were 
commonly  used  by  the  plaintiffs  and  the  trade  and  the  public 
as  abbreviations  of  the  respective  names  denoting  the  goods  of 
the  plaintiffs.  The  defendant  companies  had  wrongfully  used 
the  said  words  and  combinations  of  letters  to  describe  and 
to  sell  films  which  were  not  plaintiffs',  and  had  thereby 
infringed  the  plaintiffs'  trade-marks.  The  plaintiffs  asked 
for  an  injunction  restraining  the  defendant  companies,  or  their 
servants  or  agents,  from  infringing  any  of  the  said  trade- 
marks of  the  plaintiff  company,  and  from  passing  off  goods 
which  were  not  those  of  the  plaintiffs'  by  the  use  of  the  said 
names  and  combinations  of  letters,  and  for  damages  or 
an  account  of  profits.  These  names  and  letters,  Mr.  Moulton 
said,  indicate  the  kind  of  films  wanted,  but  other  makes  were 
supplied  by  defendants,  who  thus  infringed  the  Kodak  trade- 
mark. "Kodak  films"  means  nothing  else  but  the  Kodak 
Company's  films.  Proof  of  registration  of  the  words  "  Kodak," 
'•  Brownie,"  and  "  Bull's-eye,"  was  put  in. 

Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady  at  this  point  intimated  that  he 
would  hear  the  motion  for  expunging  the  Kodak  trade-marks 
before  hearing  witnesses  in  the  other  actions. 

Mr.  R,  Neville,  K.C.,  for  the  motion,  said  he  only  wished 
a  rule  expunging  "  Kodak,"  "  Bull's-eye,"  and  "  Brownie  "  from 
the  register  in  Class  1.  He  did  not  propose  to  attack  the 
mark  in  Class  8.  In  the  case  of  the  word  "  Panoram  "  it 
was  such  an  audacious  use  of  a  common  word  that  he  applied 
to  have  it  taken  off  both  Class  1  and  Class  8.  The  point  Mr. 
Neville  called  attention  to  was  that  the  registration  of  the 
word  "  Kodak  "  in  Class  1  only  took  place  inl891,  but  before 
that  the  expression  "  Kodak  film "  was  in  common  use, 
similar  grounds  being  alleged  in  the  case  of  the  other  words. 
The  Kodak  Company  was  only  registered  in  1898,  and 
therefore  the  expression  "  Kodak  film  "  could  not  be  said  to 
especially  refer  to  the  films  made  by  the  Kodak  Company. 
The  word  "  Kodak "  was  not  used  in  connection  with  the 
word  camera  ;  it  was  not  a  Kodak  camera ;  the  word  was 
used  alone.  "If  you  take  away  the  word  '  Kodak  '  you  are  in 
the  air,"  was  the  way  Mr.  Neville  put  it.  Kodak  film  simply 
means  a  film  for  a  Kodak  camera,  and  before  the  word  was 
registered  in  Class  1  rival  makers  had  supplied  films  and 
accessories  for  use  with  Kodaks.  Even  now  the  Kodak 
Company  do  not  describe  the  films  they  make  as  Kodak  films  ; 
the  label  on  the  box  says  "  Eastman's  transparent  film  for  a 
Kodak." 

After  the  adjournment  for  luncheon,  Mr.  Neville,  con- 
tinuing his  argument,  said  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that 
a  shopkeeper  could  sell  any  film  when  "  a  film  for  a  Kodak  " 
was  asked  for,  but  could  not  do  so  when  "  Kodak  film  "  was 
requested.  People  are  sure  to  ask  for  the  article  by  the 
most  convenient  name.  A  shop  could  not  go  on  if  all  day 
long  the  assistant  had  to  keep  saying  "We  don't  keep  Kodak 
films,  but  films  for  a  Kodak."  The  Trade-marks  Register 
should  never  be  called  into  such  a  scheme.    Mr.  Neville 


went  over  similar  ground  as  to  ••Brownie,"  " -Bull's-eye,"  and 
"  Panoram  "  films,  except  in  the  case  of  "  Panoram,"  which 
he  hoped  to  be  able-  to  prove  had,  apart  from  being  a 
descriptive  word  of  the  most  glaring  kind,  been  used  for 
cameras  before. 

Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady  :  Suppose  your  motion  fails  on 
any  or  all  of  the  marks,  where  will  you  be  ? 

Mr.  Neville :  It  really  would  not  matter,  as  we  shall  show 
that  the  uses  made  of  the  words  are  perfectly  legitimate. 
He  then  proceeded  to  argue  from  the  cases  that  a  word  could 
not  be  at  the  same  time  distinctive  and  descriptive,  unless  in 
a  very  limited  way,  but  here  the  Kodak  Company  were 
seeking  to  make  the  word  both  apply  to  a  new  apparatus  and 
to  the  goods  for  use  in  the  Kodak.  The  term  could  not  be 
said  to  refer  solely  to  the  films  of  the  Kodak  Company,  as 
the  company  was  not  registered  till  1898,  and  by  no  subse- 
quent registration  can  a  man  acquire  property  in  a  word 
which  was  open  before. 

Witnesses  were  then  called,  the  first  three  being  clerks  in 
the  employ  of  Kodak  (Limited).  The  first  witness — W.  F. 
Mansfield — obtained  a  "  No.  2  Bull's-eye  Spool  "  at  the  Stereo- 
scopic Company's,  not  of  the  plaintiffs'  make.  The  next 
witness — E.  Reid — took  a  camera  with  him,  and  asked  the 
assistant  at  the  Stereoscopic  Company's  to  load  it.  He  also 
went  to  Houghton's  for  "2  No.  1  F  P  K  spools  and  2  No.  2 
Bull's-eye  spools,"  but  not  with  the  camera.  Asked  why  he 
did  not  load  his  camera  himself,  witness,  in  cross-examina- 
tion, said  he  did  not  know  how.  (Laughter.)  The  manager 
simply  called  him  into  the  office,  gave  him  a  camera,  and 
told  him  to  get  it  loaded.  The  last  witness — J.  A.  Hare — 
sent  a  messenger  to  the  Stereoscopic  Company's  and 
Houghton's  with  various  written  orders  for  films.  At  this 
stage  the  case  was  adjourned. 

The  hearing  is  likely  to  proceed  all  this  week,  and  it  is 
creating  much  interest,  the  court  being  filled  with  photo- 
graphic experts.  For  Thursday's  hearing  see  our  Supplement. 

Dentists  Act. 

Section  3  again. 

At  the  Merthyr  Police  Court  on  Monday,  January  26,  Mr.  H. 
Harvey  Boots  was  charged  with  illegally  practising  dentistry 
at  the  Central  Chambers,  High  Street,  Merthyr.  The  prosecu- 
tion was  conducted  by  Mr.  George  David,  of  Cardiff,  who  said 
that  the  defendant  announced  on  his  cards  "  Teeth  carefully 
extracted,"  "  consultation  and  advice  free,"  "  moderate  terms, 
etc.,"  and  that  he  was  "  late  assistant  to  Messrs.  Gay  & 
Musgrove,  of  Merthyr."  Two  women,  Mrs.  Oxley  (a  detective) 
and  her  sister,  of  Cardiff,  went  to  defendant's  place  on 
December  11  and  asked  the  defendant  if  he  was  Mr.  Harvey 
Boots,  the  dentist.  He  replied  that  he  was,  and  in  response 
to  the  wishes  of  one  of  the  women  he  took  an  impression  for 
two  teeth  to  cost  10s.,  on  account  of  which  she  deposited 
2?.  6d.  Mr.  F.  P.  Charles,  solicitor,  who  appeared  for 
defendant,  denied  that  Mr.  Boots  said  he  was  "  the  dentist,"' 
and  contended  that  defendant  had  not  in  any  way  misled  the 
public,  because  he  did  not  hold  himself  out  as  a  man  of  more 
qualifications  than  he  actually  possessed.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  his  client  had  some  excellent  testimonials,  one  being 
from  one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  dentistry  in  the  land. 
The  fact  that  Mr.  Boots  did  not  hold  certain  qualification^, 
he  submitted,  did  not  imply  that  he  was  not  capable  of  the 
work  he  undertook.  The  Stipendiary  imposed  a  fine  of  5/.' 
and  costs  in  the  first  case,  and  dismissed  the  second. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Mercury-ointment. 

The  last  of  the  present  batch  of  mercury-ointment  cases  in 
Staffordshire  were  disposed  of  at  Brierley  Hill,  on  January  22. 
as  briefly  reported  last  week.  The  presiding  Magistrate 
was  Mr.  Walter  Neville,  Stipendiary  for  South  Staffordshire.' 
Mr.  F.  Fletcher,  chemist,  Brierley  Hill,  was  charged  with 

j  selling  ointment  40  per  cent,  deficient  in  mercury,  taking  the 
B.P.  as  standard.  He  was  defended  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Clulow, 
instructed  by  Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby,  of  London,  and 
the  Chemists'  Defence  Association.  The  purchase  and  the 
analysis  having  been  proved,  Mr.  Van  Tromp,  the  Inspector; 

j  referred  to  the  prosecutions  in  North  Staffordshire.  Mr. 

'  Clulow  said  he  did  not  propose  to  call  any  witnesses  for  the 
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defence.  When  his  client  sold  mercury-ointment  of  that 
strength,  he  did  what  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  for 
many  years,  and  what  other  chemists  do  all  over  the  country. 
In  the  face  of  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore's  and  Mr.  Harold 
Wright's  decisions,  it  would  be  useless  for  him  to  contend  in 
that  court  that  no  legal  offence  had  been  committed,  but  he 
held  that  there  was,  at  least,  no  offence  against  the  public. 
The  public  asked  for  the  article  under  a  variety  of  names, 
for  insecticidal  purposes,  and  chemists  almost  always  sold 
an  ointment  of,  or  near,  the  strength  of  the  present  sample. 
The  B.P.  ointment  would  do  serious  damage  to  children's 
heads  if  rubbed  in.  He  asked  the  Magistrate  to  note  that 
the  price  charged  was  less  than  his  client  would  have  had  to 
pay  wholesale  for  the  B.P.  ointment.  The  public  asked  for 
commercial  articles,  and  though  there  were  other  similar 
articles  under  the  same  names  in  the  B.P.,  it  was  proper  that 
they  should  be  supplied  with  the  popular  or  commercial 
articles.  Any  other  custom  would  lead  to  endless  mis- 
understanding. 

The  Magistrate  said  there  was  no  question  of  fraud  in  the 
case  ;  nevertheless,  the  defendant  had  not  complied  with 
the  law.  He  was  asked  for  mercury-ointment,  and  (accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore's  decision)  he  did  not  sell  it. 
He  (the  Magistrate)  agreed  with  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore.  He 
thought  it  a  dangerous  thing  to  have  two  strengths  of  a 
drug  under  the  same  name.  If  the  public  wanted  a  weaker 
strength  they  should  get  a  prescription  for  it.  Chemists 
must  comply  with  the  B.P.,  or  they  would  in  future  be 
severely  hit. 

He  inquired  what  the  costs  amounted  to.  On  being 
informed  that  they  were  21.  4s.,  he  fixed  the  fine  at  10s. 

On  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  case,  Henry  Gains, 
drug-store  proprietor,  Amblecote,  Stourbridge,  was  charged 
with  a  similar  offence,  the  deficiency  in  mercury  being  68  per 
cent.,  and  petroleum-jelly  was  used  as  a'  diluent.  The 
penalty  was  11.  and  costs,  as  above. 

Iron  Pills. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  January  28, 
Mr.  D'Eyncourt  on  the  bench,  a  case  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  iron  pills  was  down  for 
hearing,  the  defendant  having  sold  pills  alleged  to  be 
deficient  in  ferrous  carbonate.  Inspector  White,  for  the 
Islington  Borough  Council,  who  are  prosecuting,  said  that 
he  had  had  a  communication  from  Mr.  Kirby,  the  defendant's 
solicitor,  saying  ic  was  inconvenient  for  him  to  attend  that 
day,  and  asking  that  the  case  be  adjourned  for  a  fortnight, 
which  course  the  Council  readily  agreed  to.  The  Magistrate 
accordingly  adjourned  the  hearing  until  February  11. 

Merchandise  =  marks  Act. 

Using  Other  People's  Bottles. 
At  the  Merthyr  Police  Court  on  Monday,  January  26,  Aaron 
Cohen,  Tredegar,  was  summoned  for  applying  a  false  trade- 
description  to  certain  goods  sold  by  him.  Mr.  H.  J.  Eustance, 
inspector  to  the  North  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Mineral- 
water  Exchange  and  Trade  Protection  Association,  said  that 
defendant's  boy  had  sold  to  three  traders  in  Dowlais  bottles  of 
aerated-waters  bearing  the  trade-mark  of  Messrs.  Hansard,  of 
Merthyr,  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Evans,  of  Porth,  and  others. 
Defendant's  own  witness  proved  the  delivery  of  the  bottles, 
and  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  fined  him  20/.  and  costs  in 
one  case,  and  10/.  and  costs  in  another,  or  three  months" 
imprisonment,  adding  that  he  was  convinced  the  defendant 
was  a  great  fraud. 


Weights  and  Measures  Act. 

Light  Weights. 

At  Watford  Petty  Sessions  on  January  20,  Robert  R.  Grant, 
trading  as  a  chemist  at  Villiers  Road,  Bushey,  was  summoned 
for  using  seven  weights,  all  of  which  were  light.  For  the 
defence  it  was  stated  that  the  defendant  had  carried  on 
business  for  seventeen  years  at  Bushey,  and  had  been  con- 
nected with  the  drug-business  for  twenty-seven  years.  The 
only  way  in  which  he  could  account  for  the  weights  being 
light  was  by  cleaning  them  with  emery  paper  and  oxalic 
acid.  The  inspector  said  that  the  defendant's  dispensing- 
scale  was  3  gr.  light,  and  two  measures  which  he  had  on  his 


premises  were  unstamped,  but  the  inspector  did  not  wish  to 
multiply  the  offences.  The  Chairman  said  defendant's 
chemical  knowledge  should  have  told  him  that  the  cleaning 
would  have  worn  the  weights  away.  There  had  been  neglect 
which  militated  against  the  interest  of  the  public,  but  there 
had  been  no  intention  of  fraud,  and  a  fine  of  11.,  including 
costs,  would  be  imposed.    . . 


City  and  County  Court  Cases. 

Returned  Empties. 

At  the  Lambeth  County  Court  last  week,  Messrs.  J.  M. 
Smith  &  Co.,  disinfectant-manufacturers,  sued  Mr.  A.  E. 
Farrow,  chemist  and  druggist,  Old  Brompton,  for  lis.,  the 
value  of  drums  and  boxes,  alleged  not  to  have  been  returned. 
J udge  Emden  referred  the  matter  to  the  Registrar,  who  later 
in  the  day  heard  Mr.  Williams  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs, 
and  the  defendant,  who  conducted  his  own  case.  The 
Registrar,  after  examining  Mr.  Farrow's  books,  said  the 
accounts  had  been  properly  kept,  balanced,  and  receipted. 
He  should  not  allow  the  plaintiffs  to  reopen  them  after  from 
two  to  four  years  had  elapsed,  and  gave  judgment  for 
defendant,  with  15s.  costs. 

A  New  Soda-water  Machine: 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Monday,  before  Judge 
Rentoul,  K.C.,  an  action  was  brought  by  the  Farringdon 
Works  and  H.  Pontifex  &  Sons  (Limited),  engineers,  Shoe 
Lane,  E.C.,  to  recover  the  sum  of  53/.  16s.  lOd.  from  Lord  de 
Morley,  7  Challoner  Mansions,  for  making  a  soda-water 
making  machine  to  his  instructions. 

It  appeared  that  the  defendant  (a  claimant  to  a  peerage) 
invented  the  machine,  which  plaintiffs  said  they  would 
make  for  10/.  or  12/.  They  now  claimed  46/.  for  the  machine 
and  10/.  10s.  for  the  plans.  Many  alterations  have  been 
made  on  the  original  design.  Defendant  complained  that 
when  the  machine  was  delivered  it  was  entirely  faulty. 
Judge  Rentoul,  after  trying  to  get  the  parties  to  agree  with- 
out him,  found  for  the  plaintiffs  for  24/.,  without  costs. 

Goddard's  Plate-powder  Posters; 

At  Leicester  on  Friday,  January  23,  before  Judge  Wight- 
man  Wood,  W.  H.  Smith  &  Son,  advertising-agents,  London, 
sued  Joseph  Goddard,  manufacturing  chemist,  Leicester, 
for  45/.  for  expenses  incurred  in  respect  of  the  prepara- 
tion of  three  designs  for  an  advertisement-bill.  The  case 
for  the  plaintiffs  was  that  defendant  gave  instructions 
for  the  preparation  of  a  demy  octavo  illustrated  advertise- 
ment of  Goddard's  plate-powder,  of  which  half  a  million 
were  to  be  printed.  The  plaintiffs  submitted  a  number  of 
proofs,  none  of  which,  however,  defendant  accepted.  In  one 
he  objected  to  a  bottle  appearing  in  the  picture  because  he 
was  a  teetotaler.  In  another  he  said  that  the  lettering  took 
up  too  much  space,  that  something  must  come  off  the  side- 
board, that  the  girl  would  look  better  without  a  cup,  that 
the  lady  looked  short-waisted  and  on  the  twist,  and  that  she 
looked  much  too  young.  The  defence  was  that  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  print  must  be  of  equal  quality  to  a  Nestle's 
advertisement,  and  that  this  was  not  acceded  to.  His 
Honour  found  for  the  defendant. 

Crenolia  and  other  Goods. 
As  briefly  reported  last  week  Judge  Smyly,  K.C.,  sitting  at 
the  Shoreditch  County  Court  on  January  22,  heard  evidence 
in  an  action  by  Marion  James  &  Ker.  (Limited),  Durham 
Grove  Works,  Hackney,  N.,  against  Mr.  J.  Jefferson  Dodd, 
trading  as  Dodd's  Drug-stores,  70  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
W.C.,  and  elsewhere,  for  15/.  Is.  for  goods  supplied.  The 
defendant  had  filed  a  counter-claim  for  20/.  damages  "for 
loss  of  trade,  &c,  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiffs 
packing  wrong-size  bottles  of  the  defendant's  patent  '  Cre- 
nolia ' ;  also  face-powders  wrongly  labelled  as  to  the  colour, 
and  cherry  tooth-paste  quite  gritty  and  not  properly  per- 
fumed." Mr.  Brandon  (instructed  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Aldous)  was 
counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Davis  (instructed  by  Mr. 
J.  Rider)  appeared  for  the  defendant. 

His  Honour  said  that  he  could  not  go  into  the  counter- 
claim as  it  was  filed  too  late,  and  it  was  decided  to  hear  that 
part  of  the  case  on  a  subsequent  hearing. 

Mr.  Marion  James  was  the  first  witness  called.    He  said 
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the  goods  were  supplied  between  April  and  July,  1902.  The 
last  two  items,  2/.  2s.  6d.,  were  for  goods  supplied  on  July  12 
and  14,  but  returned,  and  which  were  now  at  plaintiffs' 
warehouse  at  the  defendant's  risk. 

Mr.  Davis :  Is  not  "  Crenolia "  hair-dye  the  defendant's 
patent  preparation  ? 

Mr.  James :  Certainly  not.  I  bought  the  secret  of  the 
preparation  years  ago,  and  we  supply  the  whole  trade  with  it 
under  the  title  "  Royal  Court  Dye."  By  agreement  with  Mr. 
Dodd  we  pack  the  same  article  for  him  under  the  title 
"  Crenolia." 

Mr.  Davis  :  Do  you  swear  "  Crenolia  "  is  not  the  defendant's 
own  compound  ? 

Mr.  James :  It  is  my  sole  property.  It  was  invented  in 
competition  with  "  Seeger's,"  and  was  at  first  in  small  bottles, 
but  we  arranged  with  Mr.  Dodd  to  give  him  the  larger  size. 

Mr.  Davis :  Why  were  the  small  bottles  packed  in  such 
large  boxes  ? 

Mr.  James :  Done  to  deceive  the  public,  and  make  them 
think  they  were  getting  a  lot  for  their  money. 

Mr.  Brandon  said  that  it  was  suggested  that  eight  small 
bottles  got  packed  instead  of  the  large.  Hewould  allow  the 
defendant  7s.  for  that  rather  than  bother  the  item  further. 

Mr.  Davis  (producing  some  face-powder) :  Were  these 
boxes  in  the  goods  supplied  July  12  ? 

Mr.  James :  Impossible.  The  defendant  returned  the 
package  unopened,  and  we  have  them. 

Mr.  Davis  said  that  the  boxes  were  part  of  some  order 
executed  by  the  plaintiffs  on  July  12,  and  the  point  was 
that  this  toilet-powder  was  labelled  "  white "  when  the 
powder  was  rose  colour,  and  vice  versa. 

His  Honour  stated  that  would  be  dealt  with  in  the  counter- 
claim, but  he  would  point  out  that  there  was  no  letter 
complaining  of  such  errors. 

Mr.  J.  Jefferson  Dodd  said  that  he  had  seven  establish- 
ments, and  admitted  that  he  owed  the  plaintiffs  61.  The 
cherry  tooth-paste  was  brought  back  by  lady  customers  who 
said  they  could  not  use  it  because  it  was  gritty  and  not 
perfumed  as  labelled,  so  he  returned  the  next  consignment. 

Mr.  Brandon :  You  had  the  tooth-paste  in  April,  and 
returned  it  in  July,  so  of  course  we  cannot  allow  it. 

Mr.  Dodd  said  that  he  returned  the  goods  as  his  shops  had 
worked  up  a  large  trade  among  West-end  ladies,  who  returned 
the  goods,  and  the  trade  was  gone,  as  also  the  trade  of  the 
customers  for  other  articles.  With  regard  to  "  Crenolia,"  he 
patented  it,  and  had  to  deal  with  "  Vinolia "  over  the 
patenting  of  the  word,  they  suggesting  similarity.  Cus- 
tomers had  returned  these  bottles,  pointing  out  that  they 
were  smaller,  and  that  they  were  really  being  defrauded. 

His  Honour :  How  do  you  account  for  not  answering  all 
these  letters  ? 

Mr.  Dodd :  I  did  through  their  traveller.  Mr.  Ker  is  the 
man  who  ought  to  go  into  the  witness-box.  He  is  Mr. 
James's  assistant. 

Mr.  Brandon  :  This  is  very  insulting,  for  Mr.  Ker  is  a 
director. 

His  Honour :  Such  remarks  and  comments  must  not  be 
repeated.    Why  were  the  goods  of  July  refused  1 
Mr.  Dodd  :  I  had  closed  the  account. 

His  Honour :  Not  until  you  paid.  Why  did  it  take  three 
months  to  return  the  tooth-paste  ? 

Mr.  Dodd  :  It  had  been  distributed  round  the  shops  and 
had  to  be  collected,  and  the  windows  could  not  easily  be 
disturbed. 

His  Honour  :  That  would  not  take  three  months. 
Other  evidence  having  been  given 

His  Honour  said  that  he  saw  no  real  defence  to  the  claim. 
The  letters  were  ignored,  and  goods  kept  months  before 
repudiated.  There  would  be  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  for 
14/.  10.1.,  with  costs. 

Mr.  Brandon  :  As  this  case  will  appear  in  the  trade  journal 
I  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  Mr.  Ker  is  not  an  assistant  but 
a  director,  and  I  hope  the  reporter  will  put  it  in  distinctly. 

Mr.  Davis  :  And  I  hope  the  reporter  will  put  in  also  that 
Mr.  Ker  did  not  go  into  the  box  when  challenged. 

His  Honour  :  Nothing  of  the  kind,  for  if  the  reporter  puts 
it  correct  Mr.  Ker  was  not  challenged  until  the  plaintiffs' 
case  was  closed. 

Judgment  was  then  entered  for  the  plaintiffs  for  14/.  10s., 
and  it  was  arranged  to  take  the  counterclaim  as  a  separate 
action. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Re  Samuel  Halmday,  Northgate,  Cleekheaton,  Yorkshire^ 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  following  are  creditors: — 


Ayrton  ifc  Saunders,  Liverpool 
Butterworth,  Albert,  Bradford 
Gray,  Albert,  Halifax 
Potter  <fc  Clarke,  London  ... 


£  s.  d. 

11  0  0 

11  5  0 

28  5  0 

3*  2  7 


Be  William  Phillip  Thomas,  Abersychan,  Mon.,  Chemist.  . 

This  debtor's  accounts  show  a  deficiency  of  72/.  4s.  11(2.,  and 
from  the  Official  Receiver's  observations  it  appears  that  the 
receiving  order  was  made  on  January  20.  Debtor  commenced 
trading  about  three  years  ago,  when  he  purchased  the  business 
of  a  chemist  at  Abersychan,  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  90/.,  his 
capital  at  that  time  being  15/.,  which  was  lent  to  him  by  his  wife. 
Shortly  after  entering  into  possession  he  discovered  that  the 
business  was  not  worth  the  purchase-money,  and  eventually  com- 
promised the  matter  by  paying  25/.  At  the  end  of  about 
twelve  months  his  liabilities  amounted  to  about  60?.  Then  he 
sold  out  the  stock,  and  his  wife  paid  the  rent  and  removed  his 
fixtures  to  another  shop,  which  she  opened  on  her  own  account  as 
a  newsagent  and  stationer.  Previous  to  commencing  business  as 
a  chemist  at  Abersychan,  he  was  assistant  surgeon  at  Llwynpia 
for  one  year  and  at  Aberdare  Infirmary  for  three  years.  Since 
giving  up  the  chemist  business,  two  years  ago,  he  has  carried  on 
a  small  medical  practice,  his  earnings  from  which  were  about  5s. 
per  week.  His  wife  owns  the  business  referred  to  and  household 
furniture,  given  to  her  by  her  mother  before  marriage.  His  failure 
is  attributed  to  "bad  trade."  Debtor  did  not  keep  any  books,  of 
account.  The  unsecured  liabilities  are  due  as  to  34/.  15s.  3<7.  for 
legal  costs,  the  remainder  being  due  to  seven  creditors  for  goods 
supplied. 


(Ba3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Bulpltt,  G.,  Bulpitt,  and  Bulpitt,    W..  under  the 

style  of  the  Agricultural  Chemical  Company,  Southampton, 
agricultural  chemical  manufacturers ;  so  far  as  regards  G. 
Bulpitt. 

Fisk,  W.  J.,  and  Fisk,  E.  C,  under  the  style  of  Messrs,' 
Fisk,  High  Road,  Kilburn,  Street  Lodge,  Watford,  and 
Glenthorne,  Great  Berkhampstead,  dentists. 

Frost,  G.,  and  Cope,  J.  &..,  under  the  style  of  Frost  & 
Cope,  Derby,  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  aerated-water 
manufacturers. 

Roy,  W.,  and  Baldwin,  G.  W.  W.,  under  the  style  of  Roy 
cfc  Baldwin,  Shaw,  Lancashire,  medical  practitioners. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Salmon,  Thomas  Ellis,  Aberystwith,  Cardiganshire,  licensed 
victualler,  and  in  partnership  with  John  Peter  Jonesj  as 
mineral-water  manufacturers,  as  Salmon  &  Jones. 

Thomas,  William  Philip,  Abersychan,  Monmouthshire, 
chemist. 


mew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


Empire  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited). — Capital  10,000/.-, 
in  800  preference  shares  of  5/.  each  and  6,000  ordinary  shares  of 
1/.  each.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  cycles,  cycle  and,  other  accessories  and  similar 
goods,  oil  refiners  and  dealers,  manufacturers  of  chemical  pro- 
ducts, <fec,  now  carried  on  by  H.  S.  Kirk  and  E.  P.  Clark  at 
Helena  Street  Parade,  Birmingham,  as  the  "  Empire  Manufac- 
turing Company,"  and  to  carry  on  the  same  and  the  business  of 
chemists,  oil-boilers,  varnish,  size,  glue,  shellac,  lampblack,  and 
polishing-paste  manufacturers,  &c.  No  initial  public  issue. 
Table  "  A "  mainly  applies.  Registered  office,  Helena  Street, 
Birmingham. 

J.  H.  H.  Loft  (Limited). — Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares, 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  artificial  teeth,  dental  mechanics'  sundries,  commission- 
agents,  dentists,  chemists,  &e.  The  first  subscribers  are :  J. 
Mossop,  Grosvenor  Terrace,  Hale .  Road,  Altrincham,  L.  Mus. 
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V.G.M. ;  I.  F.  Partington,  Temple  Road,  Sale,  coal-merchant; 
A.  J.  Kirby,  2  Doddington  Street,  Salford,  contractor;  A.  S. 
Taylor,  39  Oxford  Road,  Altrincham,  dental  assistant  ;  J.  H.  H. 
Loft,  Carlingford  House,  Sale,  artificial-teeth  maker  ;  H.  Barker, 
Belmont,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  solicitor ;  and  S.  Kellett,  44  Town 
Lane,  Dukinfield,  clerk.  No  initial  public  issue.  Table  "A" 
ma;nly  applies.  Registered  office,  Carlingford  House,  Sale, 
Cheshire. 

Colonial  Dental  Company  (Limited).—  Capital  2,0007.,  in  17. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  the  dental  business  carried  on  by 
H.  E.  Morley,  registered  dentist  (New  South  Wales),  at  41  London 
Road,  Neath,  to  open  branches  in  connection  therewith,  and  to 
deal  in  dentists'  supplies.  The  first  subscribers  are  H.  E.  Morley, 
41  London  Road,  Neath,  dentist  (N.S.W.)  ;  Mrs.  A  M.  Morley, 
41  London  Road,  Neath  ;  H.  V.  Morley,  41  London  Road,  Neath, 
apprentice  ;  Miss  E.  E.  Brenton,  27  James  Street,  Neath ;  Mrs. 
J.  Brenton,  27  James  Street,  Neath ;  Mrs.  L.  J.  Coslett,  18  Oster- 
ley  Street,  Briton  Ferry ;  and  H.  Coslett,  18  Osterley  Street, 
Briton  Perry,  tinworker.  No  initial  public  issue.  Registered 
without  articles  of  association.  H.  E.  Morley  is  the  first  director. 
Registered  office,  41  London  Road,  Neath. 

Vaeilla  (Limited). — Registered  in  Edinburgh.  Capital  2,0007., 
in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  manufacturer 
and  vendor  of  an  embrocation  called  "  Varilla"  now  carried  on  by 
Joseph  W.  Simpkin,  of  5  Bonnybank  Road,  Dundee,  under  the 
style  of  the  "  Varilla  Company,"  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in 
all  kinds  of  medicines,  medical  preparations,  and  drugs.  The  first 
subscribers  are :  J.  W.  Simpkin,  5  Nelson  Terrace,  Dundee, 
leather-manufacturer ;  J.  A.  Simpkin,  72  Arkley  Street,  Dundee, 
manager;  Mrs.  A.  Simpkin,  5  Nelson  Terrace,  Dundee;  Mrs.  B. 
Simpkin,  5  Nelson  Terrace,  Dundee  ;  R.  Fettes,  3  Nelson  Terrace, 
Dundee,  merchant ;  Mrs.  J.  Foster,  63  Constitution  Street,  Dun- 
dee ;  and  A.  Ralphs,  94  Harehills  Avenue,  Leeds,  traveller.  The 
first  directors  are  J.  W.  Simpkin,  J.  A.  Simpkin,  and  R.  Fettes. 
Qualification,  ten  shares. 

Puritas  Disinfectants  Company  (Limited) — Capital  20,0007., 
in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  J.  T.  Walters, 
trading  as  the  "  Puritas  Disinfectants  Company,"  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  the  said  vendor,  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in 
disinfectants  (whether  powders,  fluids,  or  solids),  chemicals,  dyes, 
deodorisers,  perfumers,  ammonia,  guano,  kainit,  fertilisers,  refuse- 
consumers,  disinfecting-apparatus,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  : 
J.  T.  Walters,  Granville  Road,  Leicester,  architect ;  F.  C.  Plumb, 
Evington  Road,  Leicester,  surveyor  ;  A.  E.  Hubbard,  45  Worth- 
ington  Street,  Leicester,  clerk ;  C.  B.  Knight,  251  Clarendon  Park 
Road,  Leicester,  clerk ;  H.  C.  Bought,  4  Glenfield  Avenue, 
Leicester,  disinfectants-manufacturer  ;  H.  J.  Gahegan,  13  Nichols 
Street,  Leicester,  clerk ;  and  W.  Rowe,  96  Granby  Street, 
Leicester,  chemist.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors 
are  J.  T.  Walters  and  H.  G.  Rought.  Qualification,  1007. 
Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office, 
13  Wellington  Street,  Leicester. 

Mandall  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  15,0007.,  in  57.  shares. 
Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  carried  on  by  E.  Mandall  at 
TWer  Works  and  133  High  Street,  Stockton-on-Tees,  as  "  Mandall 
&  Co  ,"  and  at  16  Wharf  Street,  Stockton-on-Tees,  as  the  "  Buckle 
Printing  Company,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale 
and  retail  chemists,  drugg:3ts,  patent-mediciae  vendors,  dry- 
salters,  oil  and  colour  men,  merchants,  manufacturing  and  whole- 
sale confectioners,  dealers  in  photographic,  surgical,  and  scientific 
apparatus  and  materials,  stationers,  printers,  &c.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are  E.  Mandall,  4  Lome  Terrace,  Stockton-on-Tees, 
chemist;  R.  Jewitt,  37  Barrington  Crescent,  Stockton-on-Tees, 
manager ;  R.  Cleminson,  61  Walter  Street,  Stockton-on-Tees, 
clerk  ;  W.  McLynn,  35  Buchanan  Street,  Stockton-on-Tees,  tra- 
veller;  J.  Gilman,  9  Cecil  Street,  Stockton-on-Tees,  warehouse 
foreman ;  Mrs.  A.  Wardill,  15  Regent  Terrace,  Gateshead ;  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Wright,  Huntcliffe,  Chorfey,  Lanca. ;  and  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Fletcher,  55  Effingham  Road,  Lee,  Kent.  No  initial  public  issue. 
The  directors  are  to  number  two ;  the  first  are  E.  Mandall  and 
R.  Jewitt.  Qualification,  57.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  com- 
pany. Registered  office,  Tower  Works,  Tower  Street,  Stockton- 
on-Tees. 


Bovril  (Limited)  have  declared  a  dividend  of  2  per  cent, 
on  the  deferred  shares,  as  against  4  per  cent,  last  year,  and 
3|  per  cent,  for  1900.  The  directors  also  recommend  a  divi- 
dend on  the  preference  and  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate  of 
5|  percent,  and  7  per  cent,  respectively  for  the  half-year. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited). — The 
accounts  for  1902  show  a  profit  of  about  87,200/.,  to  which 
has  to  be  added  6.9877.  undivided  profit  from  1901,  making 
together  about  94,200/.  Deducting  the  dividend  of  15s.  per 
share,  amounting  to  28,125/.,  paid  in  September,  a  sum  of 
about  65,100/.  will  be  available  for  disposition  at  the  meeting 
in  March,  and  the  directors  recommend  that  the  usual  sum 


of  12,500/.  be  written  off  for  depreciation,  that  37,500/.  be- 
applied  in  paying  a  dividend  of  1/.  per  share,  that  10,0007. 
be  added  to  the  reserve  fund,  and  that  the  remainder,  about 
6,100/.,  be  carried  forward. 


Comfna  Events, 

Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  week.. 


Monday,  February  2. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Chemica? 
Society's  Rooms,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  at  8  p.m. 
"  Statistics  of  British  and  German  Chemical-trades  for  1901, 
with  Suggestions  for  Improving  the  Official  Tables,"  by 
Mr.  F.  Evershed ;  "  The  [Standardisation  of  Analytical 
Methods,"  by  Mr.  H.  Droop  Richmond. 

Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association.    Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  February  4. 

Pharmaceutical   Society    of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 

Square,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street,. 

Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 
Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association  , 

36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.    Visit  to  the  City  Observatory. 
Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 

Association,  Shepherd's  Hall,  25  Bath  Street,  at  9.15  p.m. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  on  "  The  Evolution  of  Man  and  the  Sources. 

of  Civilisation." 

Society  of  Electro- Chemists  and  Metallurgists.  A  general 
meeting  of  the  supporters  of  the  movement  will  be  held  in 
the  Rooms  of  the  Faraday  Club,  St.  Ermin's  Hotel,  West- 
minster, at  5  p.m. 

Thursday,  February  5. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Dr.  J.  S.  Lumsden  will  read  papers  on  "  A  New  Vapouiv 
density  Apparatus,"  and  "A  New  Principle  for  the  Construc- 
tion of  a  Pyrometer." 

Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford! 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Short  papers  by  members. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Mr.  John  Barclay „, 
B.Sc,  will  open  a  discussion  on  "Education." 

Saturday,  February  7. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League.  Muter's  v.  Metropolitan. 
College. 

The  annual  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  is  to  be  held  in  the  Portmars 
Rooms  on  February  25.  Mr.  Percival  Trick,  Salisbury  House, 
London  Wall,  E.C.,  is  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  held  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  February  24.  Tickets,  5s.  each,  can  be  had  from 
Mr.  W.  H.  Allen,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket  League. — 
The  annual  concert  will  be  held  in  March,  when  the  Challenge 
Cup  will  be  presented  to  the  victors.  We  regret  to  hear  that  th* 
trade  is  not  supporting  the  organisation  as  it  should  by  increas- 
ing the  entries  for  the  championship,  and  we  are  asked  to  suggest 
that  any  clubs  connected  with  the  trade  should  write  to  the- 
Secretary  of  the  League  for  particulars.  Advice  or  help  will  be- 
gladly  given  to  any  secretary  forming  a  new  cricket  club  in  any 
house.  The  Secretary  of  the  League  is  Mr.  E.  Sibley,  64  Park 
Street,  Southwark,  S.E. 

Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce. — The  forty-third 
annual  meeting  of  this  Association  will  be  held  at  the  Whitehall 
Rooms,  Hotel  Me'tropole,  on  March  3,  4,  and  5,  under  the  pre- 
sidency of  Lord  Avebury.  Among  the  resolutions  to  be  con- 
sidered is  one  by  the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce  ia, 
reference  to  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes.  The  Man- 
chester, Leeds,  and  Paris  (British)  Chambers  will  submit  resolu- 
tions urging  the  compulsory  adoption  of  the  metric  system  c£ 
weights  and  measures,  and  other  motions  will  deal  with  railway 
rates. 


Transferrin?  licences.— Under  the  new  Licensing  Act, 
when  a  licence  has  to  be  transferred,  both  the  transferor  an3> 
transferee  are  required  to  attend  when  the  application  is  made  to 
the  Magistrates.  Two  cases  which  came  on  at  Derby  last  week, 
where  it  was  sought  to  transfer  grocers'  licences,  were  adjoumeA 
so  that  not  only,  both  parties  could  be  present,  but  the  agreement 
witli  the  owners  might  be  produced. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separata 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  P.A.T.A.  and  the  Manufacturers'  Association. 

In  reporting  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention  held  last  November 
we  mentioned  that  Mr.  C.  Urquhart  Fisher,  of  Holborn  Viaduct, 
had  written  on  behalf  of  manufacturers  saying  that  they 
deplored  excessive  cutting,  and  had  appointed  a  committee 
to  consider  anything  that  the  Convention  might  put  forward 
in  writing.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  tried  in  vain  to  draw  Mr.  Fisher 
as  to  whom  he  is  acting  for.  Since  then  the  correspondence 
has  been  continued,  and  a  copy  of  it  has  been  sent  to  us  for 
publication.  We  extract  the  essence  of  it,  and  those  who 
would  like  to  read  more  of  it  word  for  word  can  get  a  copy 
from  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  184-185  Temple  Chambers, 
Temple  Avenue,  London,  E.C. : — 

December  10,  1902. — I  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  result  of  our 
request  for  the  names  of  the  manufacturers. — W.  S.  Glyn- Jones. 

January  9,  1903. — I  am  instructed  by  my  committee  that  the 
names  of  the  manufacturers  in  question  will  not  be  divulged. — 
C.  Urquhart  Fisher. 

January  9,  1903. —A  letter  to  Mr.  Fisher  from  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
explaining  that  no  verbal  reply  had  been  received,  as  Mr.  Fisher 
supposed. 

January  13,  1903. — Our  Executive  Committee  met  yesterday, 
thanks  manufacturers,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the  refusal  to  divulge 
the  names  of  those  who  are  to  consider  any  written  proposals  we 
may  make  suggests  an  absolute  want  of  confidence  in  the  Council 
of  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  those  represented  by  it.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  committee  declines  to  submit  proposals. — W.  S.Glyn- 
Jones. 

January  14,  1903. — Letter  of  January  13  acknowledged  by  Mr 
Fisher. 

January  27,  1903. — Manufacturers'  Committee  met  yesterday. 
Regret  the  attitude  P.A.T.A.  has  taken  up,  and  point  out  that  it  is 
not  usual  to  ask  for  the  individual  names  of  clubs  or  associations 
before  having  any  dealings  with  them.  This  is  an  Association  in 
which  the  members  are  combined,  and  will  certainly  act  in  com- 
bination, and  not  individually,  upon  the  important  subjects  now 
under  discussion. — C.  Urquhart  Fishek. 

Doctors  and  Dispensing. 

Sir, — "  Xrayser  "  frequently  makes  astonishing  remarks, 
but  his  suggestion  that  doctors  should  give  up  prescribing 
entirely,  and  either  order  ready-prepared  proprietaries  or 
make  up  their  own  medicines,  is  the  most  extraordinary. 
The  British  Medical  Journal  deplores  the  fact  that  many 
doctors,  instead  of  prescribing,  now  give  orders  for  com- 
pressed, or  otherwise  made-up,  drugs,  because  "  he  cannot 
prescribe  drugs  in  an  agreeable  form."  Surely  the  logical 
conclusion  would  be  that  doctors  should  learn  the  art  of 
dispensing  or  compounding  more  thoroughly,  so  that  they 
would  be  able  "  to  write  a  prescription  which  the  chemist 
could  count  on  being  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  to 
dispense."  Yours  truly, 

T.  H.  W.    (201/23  ) 

Selling  Themselves  for   ? 

Sir, — In  your  last  issue  "  Xrayser  "  makes  the  inference 
that  qualified  chemists  will  eventually  have  to  ask  leave  of 
the  unqualified  companies  to  allow  them  to  exist  on  the 
earth.  In  all  earnestness  I  am  afraid  things  are  running 
rapidly  in  that  direction.  Yet  who  is  to  blame  .'  Not  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  the  qualified  chemists  them- 
selves. They  have  made  the  rod  for  their  own  backs.  If 
qualified  chemists  did  not  assist  the  unqualified  companies 
where  would  their  drug-departments  be  ?  How  long  could 
they  keep  the  public  confidence  if  they  could  not  sell 
scheduled  poisons  or  dispense  them  in  medicines,  or  put  in 
their  advertisements  that  their  drug  department  is  under 
the  supervision  of  a  fully  qualified  chemist !    Cannot  the 


qualified  man  see  the  folly  of  assisting  the  companies  if  he 
has  any  intention  of  ever  having  a  business  of  his  own,  as  I 
suppose  it  is  the  aspiration  of  most  chemists  ?  The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  gives  him  a  certificate  which  is  a  powpr  in 
his  hands,  but  as  soon  as  he  sells  himself  to  an  unqualified 
company  that  power  is  being  gradually  lost  to  himself  and 
to  his  fellow-craftsmen,  and  the  chemist  and  druggist, 
instead  of  being  a  man  of  professional  dignity,  is  becoming 
a  jealous,  grovelling,  grumbling  trader  with  no  healthy 
ambitions  in  life.  Yours  truly, 

Harrogate,  January  27.  A.  Atkinson. 

Have  you  been  Offered  Cachet-machines  ? 

Sir, — -Recently  we  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  some 
thirteen  cachet-machines  together  with  a  large  wicker 
basket  and  a  hand-barrow.  The  theft  was  made  whilst  our 
messenger  was  delivering  a  small  parcel  to  one  of  the 
booking-offices.  In  the  event  of  any  chemists  being  offered 
these  machines  cheap,  we  would  be  glad  if  they  would 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  address  of  the  vendor. 

Yours  truly, 

Old  Swan  Lane,  E.C,  Thos.  Christy  &  Co. 

January  22. 

Chemists  as  Subpostmasters. 

Sir, — I  have  followed  the  correspondence  on  the  above  in 
your  columns,  and  find  there  is  plenty  of  grumbling  about 
the  position  of  subpostmasters.  I  may  as  well  say  at  the 
outset  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  grumble  in  this  letter. 
I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  man  who  takes  a  position  of 
.his  own  accord  and  does  nothing  but  find  fault  with  the 
work.  I  want  to  give  all  the  facts,  as  far  as  I  know  them, 
about  the  duties  of  a  subpostmaster,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
a  lot  of  them  will  be  information  to  most  of  the  craft, 
because  the  department  will  not  give  you  that  information. 
Only  about  one  in  a  thousand  is  in  the  position  of  "Stamps," 
earning  about  500/.  a  year.  I  think  he  can  shake  hands 
with  himself.  When  I  was  asked  to  take  on  the  post-office 
I  was  offered  a  salary  of  6/.  a  year,  and  told  that  the  com- 
mission would  amount  in  the  minimum  to  another  51. 
I  was  also  invited  to  purchase  my  own  letter-box  {21.  2s.) 
and  a  safe  which  must  satisfy  the  department.  This  cosr, 
me  11.  I  had  to  make  several  alterations  on  the  shop,  and 
altogether  spent  about  15/.  before  taking  the  duties  over. 
The  salary  and  commission  are  paid  quarterly.  I  was  not 
misled  about  the  commission.  For  the  first  year  it  came  to 
exactly  51.  lis.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  that,  as  I  laid  out 
15/.,  1  was  still  3/.  9s.  out  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  1  bad 
been  told  by  the  head  postmaster  that  the  office  would  be 
revised  at  the  end  of  six  months.  I  had  to  remind  them  of 
this,  and  after  a  great  deal  of  delay  my  salary  was  raised  to 
10/.  a  year.  It  is  still  at  this  figure  (after  four  years),  and 
the  commission  now  amounts  to  about  11.,  which  makes  my 
weekly  stipend  under  Is.  The  postmaster  and  his  clerk 
visit  me  about  six  times  a  year  to  check  the  accounts,  and  it 
is  a  strange  thing  how  they  nearly  always  make  the  stock 
short.  I  have  been  through  my  stock  immediately  after 
them  and  found  it  correct.  If  a  postmaster  sells  ten  post- 
cards at  Id.  each  he  keeps  the  difference  between  that  and 
the  price  of  a  packet—  6i.  or  5%d. ;  but  it  is  astonishing  how 
the  public  like  to  get  their  money's-worth.  They  come  in 
for  five  postcards  at  a  time,  or  four  for  Zhd.  I  have  never 
made  a  cent  out  of  this  kind  of  thing,  ana  have  always  had 
to  make  up  shortage  amounting  to  an  average  of  3/.  or  4/.  a 
year.  It  is  impossible  for  the  most  experienced  not  to  make 
a  mistake  in  change,  and  if  over-change  is  given  not  one 
customer  in  500  will  tell  you.  The  commission  at  my  office 
(which  is  not  telegraph),  and  at  all  sub-offices,  is  a  peniiy  on 
every  transaction  in  money-order  and  savings'-bank  business, 
but  you  have  to  sell  or  cash  four  postal-orders  to  earn  a 
penny.  There  is  no  commission  on  stamps,  as  many  believe. 
The  sale  of  stamps  and  the  number  of  parcels  that  pass 
through  the  office  regulate  the  salary.  One  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  sale  of  stamps  is  the  rate,  so  that  you  must 
sell  500/.  worth  in  a  year,  or  about  35s.  worth  a  day,  to  get 
the  princely  income  of  5/.  The  parcels  commission  is  about 
6s.  on  the  first  100  and  then  less  on  every  subsequent  100. 
This,  of  course,  goes  to  the  salary.  The  accounts,  which 
have  to  be  transmitted  to  London  every  night,  take  a  good 
hour  to  prepare,  but  the  department  allow  you  a  day's  grace 
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in  which  to  transmit  them.  The  correspondence  from  head- 
quarters is  unique.  There  is  a  printed  paper  for  every  com- 
plaint under  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars.  One  subpostmaster 
told  me  he  got  a  missive  asking  why  he  did  not  put  a  new 
nib  in  the  pen  on  the  counter ;  I  fear  he  was  telling  the 
absolute  truth.  I  once  stamped  a  cheque  with  the  date- 
stamp  on  the  back  instead  of  the  front,  and  got  about  seven 
hundred  words  about  it.  Of  course,  if  one  takes  the  job  on 
he  has  only  himself  to  blame,  and  he  can  get  rid  of  it  by 
giving  three  months'  notice.  Yours, 

Subpostmaster  (T.S.O.).  (197/61.) 

Sir, — If  the  majority  of|  sub-post-offices  were  half  as  well 
paid  as  that  formerly  held  by  "Stamps,"  as  described  in  your 
last  issue,  there  would  be  little,  if  any,  ground  for  reasonable 
complaint.  Divide  the  figures  there  stated  by  ten,  and  you 
have  the  average  net  remuneration.  I  venture  to  assert 
there  is  not  at  this  moment  any  sub-office  with  a  business 
attached  where  the  emoluments  approach  anything  like 
500Z.  gross,  or  3751.  net.  At  a  head-office,  such 
as  Stockport,  with  twenty-seven  sub-offices  under  its 
control,  the  salary  and  allowances  (as  advertised  two 
or  three  weeks  ago)  amount  to  440?.  I  doubt  whether 
there  are  any  sub-offices,  except  in  London,  perhaps,  even 
where  there  is  no  private  business  attached,  drawing  more 
than  1501.  net.  The  P.O.  authorities  have  arranged  that 
such  shall  not  occur,  and  many  formerly  fairly  well  paid 
(for  sub-offices)  have  their  commissions  (reckoned  as  part  of 
salary;  of  course)  reduced  by  the  opening  of  other  sub- 
offices  in  their  vicinity.  But  take  my  own  case,  by  no 
means  one  of  the  worst.  Last  year  I  received — salary  50L, 
commission  14£.,  and  allowance  for  rent  131.  ;  total,  111. — 
with  7s.  6d.  per  week  for  assistance  ;  but  as  I  pay  my  youth 
12s.  it  cannot  be  said  I  benefit  by  that.  The  salary  covers 
payment  for  all  duties,  save  postal-orders,  savings-bank,  and 
money-order  business,  which  are  paid  for  by  commission, 
and  yielded  14Z.  as  stated.  The  allowance  for  rent  (which, 
by  the  way,  is  a  diminishing  quantity,  having  been  151.)  was 
granted  upon  a  special  appeal  after  the  expenditure  of  a 
considerable  sum  upon  alterations  -deemed  necessary  by  the 
P.O.  when  I  took  the  office  over.  I  have  a  staff  of  five 
postmen  and  one  telegraph  messenger  to  supervise,  dispose 
of  about  6,000  telegrams,  stamp,  sort,  &c,  300,000  letters, 
6.000  or  7,000  parcels,  800  to  1,000  registered  letters,  &c, 
annually,  and  have  a  vast  amount  of  official  correspondence 
to  keep  familiar  with.  I  attend,  or  arrange  for  attendance, 
from  7  A.M.  to  after  8  p.m.  daily,  with  three  and  a  half  hours 
on  Sunday.  Bank  holidays  bring  no  relief,  as,  being  a 
country  office,  we  are  open  just  the  same.  There  is  no  pay 
for  overtime,  nor  for  Bank  holidays.  I  have  to  pay  lighting, 
firing,  stationery,  &c,  myself,  make  good  all  lost  or  short 
cash,  pay  into  "  Guarantee  "  fund  for  fidelity,  and  also  pay 
(on  account  of  P.O.  stock  only)  against  burglary. 

I  should  like  to  give  another  illustration  of  the  sub- 
postniaster's  case  from  my  standpoint.  A  town  sub-office 
in  an  important  city  in  Yorkshire  showed  total  emoluments 
in  1902  :— 

'  f''  i  ■"■  £    s.  d. 

■Salary         ...  i   50    8  0 

Commissions         ...       ...       ...       ...     66  16  8 


117    4  8 

At  this  office  there  are  no  postmen,  and  letters  are  not 
stamped,  &c,  except  registered  ones  and  parcels.  There 
is  no  telegraph  business  transacted  either.  The  expenses 
were : — 

£   s.  d.' 

Eent,  rates,  lighting        ...    -  ...       ...    114  10  0 

Say  one-third  to  P.0   38    3  4 

•      Bond,"  stationery,  &c   2  10  0 

. ,  Losses  (estimated),  average    4    0  0 

Assistance  ...       ,   52    0  0 

96  13  4 

This  leaves  less  than  201.  per  annum  for  the  sub-post- 
master himself  for  work,  worry,  and  responsibility.  The 
turnover  at  this  office  is  30,000/.  yearly,  which  includes  some 
2,3002.'  of  stamps  sold,  20,000  parcels,  and  50,000  postal- 
orders.  These  are  facts.  One  word  as  to  assistants.  These 
we  generally  have  to  train  ourselves,  and  as  soon  as  they 
are  ifully  qualified  they  must  have  a  salary  out  of  all  pro- 


portion to  the  subpostmaster,  and  speedily  as  possible  get 
into  a  head-office  clerkship,  because  the  hours  are  easier, 
the  duties  less  mixed,  and  the  conditions  generally  more 
favourable.  If  they  get  on  the  "  staff"  they  are  entitled  to  a 
pension,  holiday,  sick-pay,  and,  if  a  woman,  instead  of 
pension  an  allowance  on  leaving  to  be  married.  The  sub- 
postmaster with  a  business  has  not  one  of  these  things.  In 
London,  where,  I  imagine,  your  correspondent  "  Stamps " 
had  his  office,  I  believe  the  conditions  are  more  favourable 
than  I  have  described.  But  out  of  22,000  sub-offices  I 
venture  to  say  there  are  not  at  this  moment  twenty-two 
under  such  conditions  as  "  Stamps  "  narrates. 

Yours  truly, 

Country  Sub.  (199/40.) 

"Window-displays  Wanted. 

Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  suggest  to  some  enterprising 
firm  who  pack  counter-specialities  that  they  might  find  it 
pay  to  offer  material  for  a  window-display  with  reasonable 
lots  of  some  goods.  A  couple  of  high-class  posters  and 
some  well  displayed  strikingly  printed  cards  of  dummies,  in 
various  colours,  and  a  variety  of  other  printed  matter,  all 
anonymous,  would  cost  very  little  to  a  manufacturer  ordering 
in  bulk.  The  local  retailer  could  easily  introduce  his  own 
name  and  make  a  very  attractive  window,  or  series  of  such, 
which  would  be  the  best  reply  to  advertisements  re  "  sub- 
stitution." I  think  it  is  time  the  authors  of  these  efforts 
to  stigmatise  as  lurking  assassins  a  whole  body  of  honour- 
able men  were  taught  the  difference  between  "  competition  " 
and  "  substitution."  Yours  faithfully, 

Arklow,  January  25.  H.  C.  ROWE. 

Grammar  and  Education. 

Sir, — "  Xrayser  "  asks  what  is  meant  when  it  is  said  that 
a  good  grounding  in  grammar  is  necessary  to  a  good  educa- 
tion. I  should  have  thought  the  meaning  was  pretty 
obvious.  Just  as  the  body  cannot  be  fully  and  harmoniously 
developed  without  gymnastics,  so  neither  can  the  mind 
without  dialectics — which  somebody  has  ,  called  mental 
gymnastics — and  this  art  of  reasoning  cannot  be  acquired 
without  some  previous  acquaintance  with  the  history, 
meaning,  and  use  of  words.  But  "  Xrayser  "  says  that  many 
people  use  words  correctly  who  cannot  parse  a  sentence  (as 
if  parsing  were  the  whole  of  grammar !),  and  that  hundreds 
learn  French  by  reading  French  novels.  I  might  reply  that 
hundreds  have  acquired  a  certain  proficiency  in  dispensing 
without  learning  chemistry,  but  such  empirical  knowledge 
does  not  make  an  educated  man,  and  I  am  surprised  to  find 
"  Xrayser "  arguing  in  its  favour.  I  hope  none  of  your 
younger  readers  will  be  misled  into  thinking  grammar  of  no 
importance.  Personally,  I  hold  that  a  high  standard  in  the 
Preliminary  is  as  important  as  in  the  Minor  examination,  if 
not  more  so.  Of  two  men  offering  themselves  as  assistants, 
one  of  whom,  without  any  general  education,  had  managed 
to  scramble  through  the  Minor,  while  the  other,  after  a 
thorough  grammar-school  training,  had  simply  passed  a' 
four-years'  apprenticeship  in  a  good  shop,  I  should  choose 
the  latter  as  likely  to  be  the  better  man.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  he  would  have  in  him  the  making  of  a  better  man. 
"  Xrayser,"  by  the  way,  is  not  very  happy  in  his  reference  to 
Cicero.  Cicero  was  a  professed  student  of  language;  he 
went  to  Greece  expressly  to  perfect  himself  in  rhetoric,  and 
afterwards  wrote  several  treatises  on  the  subject.  It  is  not 
likely  that  an  English  schoolboy  could  teach  him  much 
grammar.  Yours,  &c, 

C.  C.  B.  (198/60.) 


Legal  Queries. 

191/53.  Iridis.—Reter  to  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists 
Diary,  page  285. 

198/54.  J.  D.  T.—Ii  the  word  "  Limited"  is  added  to  the 
name  of  the  old  proprietor  the  glass  panel  on  the  door  may 
be  retained. 

193/64.  Denmark— (1)  "  Take  easy,"  applied  to  teething- 
powders,  is  not  a  dutiable  recommendation.  (2)  The  maker 
of  dutiable  teething-powders  may  sell  them  singly  from  a 
stamped  packet.  We  have  never  heard  of  anything  to  the 
contrary. 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


184/74.  W.  M.  W. — (1)  Mr.  J.  H.  Sutcliffe,  17  Shaftesbury 
Avenue,  W.,  prepares  candidates  by  post  for  the  British 
Optical  Association's  examination.  (2)  There  is  no  book 
published  on  window-dressing  as  applied  to  pharmacy. 

172/24.  Delta. — Destroying  Blight  on  fruit-trees. — We 
do  not  remember  to  have  seen  weak  liquor  potassaj 
suggested  as  a  remedy  for  American  blight  on  fruit-trees. 
The  methods  we  have  seen  employed  are  (1)  the  application 
of  paraffin  to  the  patches  of  blight,  (2)  the  use  of  freshly 
prepared  lime-wash,  and  (3)  Bordeaux  mixture.  The  last- 
named  is,  perhaps,  the  most  effectual.  It  is  prepared  by 
mixing  20  lbs.  of  quicklime  with  80  gals,  of  water,  and  adding' 
to  this  solution  20  lbs.  of  molasses  mixed  with  10  gals,  of 
water.  Lastly  20  lbs.  of  copper  sulphate  dissolved  in 
10  gals,  of  water  are  added.  The  mixture  is  applied  either 
by  means  of  a  brush  or  with  a  spraying-apparatus. 

170/71.  A.  E.  Y. — (1)  We  do  not  recommend  any  par- 
ticular book  for  students  who  use  the  "  Corner  for  Students,'' 
but  a  book  like  Fresenius's  "Qualitative  Analysis"  (15s., 
Churchill)  is  good  for  reference.  The  principle  has  been  to 
mention  special  tests  as  the  need  for  them  arises,  .and 
students  are  advised  to  practise  the  test  on  known  mixtures 
of  salt  to  become  accustomed  to  the  reaction.  (2)  "The 
Art  of  Dispensing"  is  published  at  the  office  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  at  5s.  6d.  It  may 
be  had  from  any  wholesale  house,  or  post  free  from  us  for 
5s.  lOd. 

190/58.  C.  J.  E. — (1)  We  are  inquiring  about  the  lichen- 
starch.  (2)  Cream-ol'-tartar  Substitute. — Acid  phosphate 
of  ammonia  or  acid  tartrate  of  potash  mixed  with  10  per  cent, 
of  starch  are  the  more  usual  cream-of-tartar  substitutes  met 
with  in  this  country.  The  calcium  sulphate  formed  when 
calcium  monophosphate  is .  used  as  a  cream-of-tartar  substi- 
tute is  considered  by  some  to  be  objectionable,  and  this  form 
of  substitute  is  not  in  consequence  popular  in  this  country. 
(3)  Inf.  anthem,  cone.  may:  be  used  for  the  dec.  anthem, 
cone,  ordered  in  the  baby-syrup  (The  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' Diary,  page  293).  The  decoction  is  one  of  the 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  galenicals,  and  contains  caraway- 
seeds  as  well  as  chamomiles. 

196/3.  G.  M.  P. — Replace  the  white  wax  in  your  ointment 
with  hard  paraffin.  We  expect  it  is  the  cause  of  the 
rancidity.  , 

193/68.    Thames. — Glycerinum  Heroinse  :— 

Heroin...       ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  viij. 

Dilute  phosphoric  acid       ...       ...  5j- 

Distilled  water  3j- 

Dissolve  and  add  — 

Glycerin  to  jviij. 

Mix. 

Dose  for  an  adult:  half  to  a  whole  teaspoonful. 
You  may  add  any  flavouring  or  colour  that  you  desire. 

193/64.  Denmark. — Steamy  "Windows. — The  two  methods 
of  preventing  steamy  windows  are,  as  you  say,  by  (1)  air-tight 
enclosure,  (2)  ventilated  window-fitting.  The  first  method 
keeps  the  air  cold  inside  the  window,  and  so  prevents 
deposition  of  moisture,  and  is  not  applicable  where  the 
window  is  opened  a  few  times  during  the  day.  The  second 
method  requires  a  current  of  air  from  the  bottom  to  the  top 
of  the  window-pane,  and  is  managed  by  having  a  hot-water 
pipe  running  along  the  bottom,  and  a  slide  which  will  open 
at  the  top  of  the  window-enclosure.  Some  chemists  find 
that  a  coating  of  glycerin  to  the  inside  of  a  plate-glass 
window  prevents  steaming,  but  the  glycerin  should  be  fre- 
quently renewed,  as  it  lattracts  the  dust  and  makes  the 
window  obscure. 


i  197/23.  E.  G.  I. — Battery-solutions. — It  is  hardly  cor- 
rect to  say  there  are  "  no  such  formulae  "  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
j  Formulas " ;  refer  to  pages  414  and  415.  Chromic-acid 
|  solution,  made  by  dissolving  chromic  acid  gij.  in  water  Oj., 
is  sometimes  used,  but  is  dearer  than  the  more  usual  method 
of  making  the  solution  with  potassium  or  sodium  bichromate 
and  sulphuric  acid. 

197/66.    Sulphonal. — Horse-embrocation. — The  following 

is  from  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice,"  and  is  well  spoken 
of:— 

Vitelli  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  xij. 

Sapo.  moll.     ...  ■     ...    •   ...       ...  ,^vj. 

01.  terebinth   ...       ...       ...  5xx. 

Liq.  ammon.  fort.     ...       ...       ...  5v 

Camphora:      5vj. 

Spt.  vini  rect   ...       ...       ...  5viij. 

01.  succini  rect.        ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Aq.  ad  ...    ...  Oiv. 

M.S.A. 

194/57.    It.  J.  R.— Books  on  Toxicology. — A.  W.  Blyth, 

"Poisons:  their  Effects  and  Detection,"  16s.  (Griffin); 
H.  C.  Chapman,  "  Manual  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  and 
Toxicology,"  5s.  ;  C.  O.  Hawthorne,  "  Forensic  Medicine  and 
Toxicology,"  4s.  6d. 

143/65.  T. — (1)  The  Skin-lotion  is  a  nicely  made 
emulsion  of  creme  d'amandes  and  almond  oil  in  about  the 
following  proportions : — 


Creme  d'amandes      ...       ...       ...  Sj. 

01.  amygd.  dulc   ,*ss. 

Glycerini        ...       ...       ...       ...  aiss. 

Perfume    ...       .:.  q.s. 

Aq.  dest.  ad    ...       ...       ...       ...  3*. 


The  creme  is  rubbed  in  a  mortar  till  pliable,  and  the  almond  oil 
added  in  small  quantities  and  with  constant  trituration  until  al!  is 
absorbed.  The  glycerin  is  next  added,  then  the  greater  part  of  the 
water,  and  lastly  the  perfume,  which  should  be  spirituous. 
Finally  the  emulsion  is  strained. 

(2)  Fur-cleaning  solution. — This,  we  take  it,  is  only  for 
dark-coloured  furs,  and  would  act  as  a  dye.  It  apparently 
owes  its  properties  to  paraphenyline-diamine. 

181/73.      C.  E.  II.  (Paris).—  Witch-hazel  Cream.— The 

basis  of  your  sample  is  curd  soap,  the  following  being  the- 
approximate  proportions  : — 

Curd  soap  in  shavings        ...       ...    1  oz. 

Glycerin        ...    3  oz. 

Distilled  water   5  oz. 

Dissolve  on  a  water-bath,  and  when  cold  gradually  add  liquor 
hamamelidis,  with  constant  trituration. 

We  do  not  think,  however,  you  will  succeed  in  getting  the 
soap  mixture  to  take  up  so  much  as  50  per  cent,  of  the 
liquor. 

153/67.  H.  P. — (1)  Tonic  to  bring  a  dog  into  good  con- 
dition for  show  purposes. — This  is  spt.  aether,  nit.  The 
sample  has  deteriorated  very  much,  but  it  was  probably  full 
strength  originally.  (2)  The  Application  for  Killing  Lice 
on  dog  is  cotton-seed  oil.  It  is  not,  as  far  as  we  can  tell, 
medicated  in  any  way,  and,  as  you  are  perhaps  aware,  oil  in 
such  cases  acts  mechanically. 

162/9.  Shoes. — Leather-dressing  used  for  polishing  the 
edges  of  shoes.' — First  prepare  the  basis  by  boiling  together 
shellac  2  lbs.,  liquid  ammonia  10  oz.,  water  1  gal.,  till  dis- 
solved and  the  smell  of  ammonia  has  disappeared,  and 
strain.  When  cold  add  the  colouring,  which  may  consist  of 
nigrosin  1J  oz.,  and  blue-black  aniline  ^  oz.,  or  any  similar 
water-soluble  aniline  dyes. 

200/15.  Law. — There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  yow 
should  not  treat  yourself  electrically.  You  can  get  all  the 
apparatus  from  such  a  firm  as  Messrs.  Darton&  Co.,  Clerken- 
well,  E.C.,  but  if  it  is  high-frequency  currents  that  you 
require,  you  may  find  it  more  advantageous  to  pay  for 
periodic  applications.  See  a  recent  article  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  on  the  subject. 


Correspondents,  Please  Note. — More  letters  andircplies 
are  in  type  which  we  cannot  find  room  for  this  week. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EC:  January  28. 

IT  will  be  noted  that  this  report  closes  on  Wednesday 
evening,  a  day  earlier  than  usual.  Should  any  im- 
portant changes  take  place  on  Thursday  they  will  be  found 
in  our  coloured  supplement.  The  leading  feature  this  week 
has  been  the  break-up  of  the  phenacetin  convention,  due  to 
continued  and  persistent  offers  at  lower  prices  from  an 
"outside"  source.  Other  items  of  interest  include  an 
advance  in  English  and  foreign  tartaric  acid  owing  to  higher 
prices  for  crude  tartar.  Cream  of  tartar  is  also  firmer,  while 
citric  acid  remains  steady.  The  monopoly  have  reduced  their 
prices  for  crude  and  pressed  camphor,  but  refiners'  quotations 
are  unaltered.  In  crude  drugs  there  has  been  an  advance 
of  6d.  in  cannabis  indica  on  buying  for  the  United  States, 
and  again  higher  prices  are  anticipated.  The  reduction  in 
Cartagena  ipecacuanha  last  week  appears  to  have  been 
temporary  only,  as  holders  have  since  advanced  their  prices. 
The  following  are  the  principal  changes  oE  the  week  : — ■ 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Acid,  tartaric 

Cream  of 

Menthol 

Camphor, 

Cannabis 

tartar 

crude  and 

indica 

Pepper 

pressed 

Ipecacuanha 

(black) 

Phenacetin 

(Cartagena) 

Arrivals. 

.  The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  January  20  to  January  27, 
inclusive: — "Acid"  (@  Barcelona),  131  brls. ;  acid,  carbolic  (@ 
Rotterdam),  100 ;  acid,  citric  (@  Bordeaux),  14 ;  albumen  (@ 
Hamburg),  7;  argol  (@  Bordeaux),  51;  arrowroot  (@  Trinidad) 
85  brls.,  (@  St.  Vincent)  730  ;  buchu  (@  Cape  Town),  24  ;  camphor 
oil  (@  Hamburg),  100  ;  canary-seed  (@  Constantinople',  700  bgs. ; 
cardamoms,  197 ;  cassia  oil  (@  Hamburg),  70 ;  castor  oil  (@ 
Antwerp)  112,  (@  Calcutta)  200  cs. ;  cod-liver  oil  (@  Aalesund)  55, 
(@  Bergen)  57,  (@  Rotterdam)  50  cs.,  (@  Hamburg)  51 ;  cream  of 
tartar  (@  Bordeaux)  48,  (@  Rotterdam)  20 ;  cinchona  (@  Paita) 
10,  (@  Mollendo)  256,  (@  Valparaiso)  74  bis.  32  serons ;  citrate  of 
lime  (@  Messina),  84  ;  cumin-seed  (@  Safti),  50;  essential  oils  (@ 
Messina)  8,  (@  Palermo)  30  ;  galls  (@  Persia),  988  ;  gum  thus  (@ 
New  York),  300  brls. ;  gum  tragacanth  (@  Bombay)  42,  (@ 
Bushire)  334  pkgs. ;  gum,  unenumerated  (@  Persia),  371  cs. 
911  bgs. ;  iodine  (@  Valparaiso),  288  ;  juniper-berries  (@  Rotter- 
dam), 53;  lemongrass  oil  (@  Hamburg),  25;  lime-juice  (@ 
Dominica),  55  pkgs. ;  lime  oil  (W.I.),  30  pkgs. ;  opium  (@  Bushire), 
75 ;  orris  (@  Leghorn),  21 ;  potassium  cyanide  (@  Paris),  85 ; 
quillaia  (@  Valparaiso),  143;  saffron  (@  Valencia),  2  ;  scammony- 
root  (@  Alexandrettal,  16  in  tr.\  senna  (@  Bombay)  87,  (<S> 
Trieste)  50 ;  shellac,  255 ;  sulphur  (@  Catanial,  200  bgs. ;  tartar 
«K>  Bordeaux),  58  cs. ;  turmeric  (@  Bombay),  118  ;  wax,  bees'  (@ 
Calcutta)  20  bgs.  38  cs.,  (@  Jamaica)  6,  (@  W.C.  Africa)  21  bis. ; 
wax,  ceresin  (@  Hamburg),  25 ;  wax,  Japanese,  12. 

"■'  Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  tone  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  keeps,  on  the 
whole,  of  a  fairly  satisfactory  nature,  and  there  is  a  steady  and 
improving  demand  on  all  sides  for  both  main  and  miscellaneous 
products.  There  is  not  much  to  say  about  values ;  they  are  fairly 
well  maintained,  and  there  appears  little  likelihood  of  fluctua- 
tion to  appreciable  extent. 

Linseed  and  Cotton-seed  Cakes.— There  is  a  good  consump- 
tive demand,  and  prices  are  better,  with  every  probability  of 


continuing  so.  Linseed-cakes,  95  per  cent,  pure,  7Z.  17s.  6(7.  to 
87.  2s.  6d.  per  ton.  Oilcakes,  67.  17s.  6fZ.  to  77.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton. 
Cotton-cakes  :  Firsts,  47.  15s.  to  47.  17s.  6(7.  per  ton,  and  seconds, 
47.  10s.  to  4?.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton. 

Peabl  Hardening  continues  to  move  well  at  unchanged  rates 
of  60s.  to  65s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  or  free  on  board,  in  usual 
casks. 

South  Durham  Salt  is  in  better  request  than  of  late,  and  good 
shipments  have  been  made  to  the  Indian  market.  Price  steady, 
at  lis.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tees. 

Satinite  keeps  in  good  request,  both  on  home  and  export 
account,  at  late  rates  of  62s.  6(7.  to  65s.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b. 
Liverpool,  in  casks. 

Brown  Acetate  op  Lime,  with  fairly  good  business  passing,  is 
steady,  at  57.  7s.  6t7.  to  57.  10s.  per  ton. 

Calcium  Chloride  is  in  moderate  demand,  and,  although 
somewhat  irregular,  is,  on  the  whole,  fairly  well  maintained,  at 
57s.  6(7.  to  60s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 

Alumina  Products. — With  home  consuming  trades  fairly  well 
employed,  demand  is  steadily  maintained,  and,  with  export 
demand  well  up  to  the  average,  prices  continue  to  rule  very 
steady.  There  is  at  present  no  appreciable  change  in  quotations, 
but  tendency  is  undoubtedly  in  an  upward  direction.  Crystal 
alum,  loose  lump,  57.  to  57.  5s.  per  ton  ;  lump,  in  tierces,  57.  5s.  to' 
5?.  10s.  per  ton;  ground,  in  bags,  57.  12s.  6(7.  to  57.  17s.  6(7.  per 
ton,  with  customary  extras  for  other  packages.  Sulphate  of 
alumina,  pure  white  and  practically  free  of  iron,  47.  7s.  6(7.  to 
4/.  15s.  per  ton,  in  ordinary  casks,  with  usual  allowances  for  bags 
and  loose  slabs.  Aluminous  cake,  52s.  6(7.  to  60s.  per  ton. 
Aluminoferric,  55s.  to  65s.  per  ton,  according  to  package,  condi- 
tion, &c.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  purest  quality  and  highest  strength 
AljOj,  117.  15s.  to  127.  5s.  per  ton,  in  large  casks.  Hydrate  of 
alumina,  special  pulp,  12s.  6f7.  to  15s.  per  cwt. ;  special  pulp,  dried 
in  lumps,  37s.  6(7.  to  38s.  6t7.  per  cwt. ;  and  ground,  38s.  to  39s. 
per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda,  highest  strength  A1203,  and 
carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quantity,  package,  &c. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  January  27. 

Castor  Oil. — There  are  rumours  that  the  crop  of  Madras  seed 
has  been  damaged  by  a  parasite,  and  as  the  quay  has  been  cleared 
of  recently  arrived  parcels  prices  have  stiffened;  somewhat. 
2iV7.  Per  1°.  is  now  lowest  ex  store,  and  higher  prices  are  ex- 
pected in  view  of  the  stronger  quotations  which  are  received  from 
the  Continent.    Spot-price  of  French  is  unchanged. 

Canary-seed  has  shown  slight  signs  of  easier  tendency  during 
the  week,  but  the  value  of  tine  bright  Turkish  is  70s.  to  75s. 
per  qr.  Importers  say  that  the  "  sagging "  is  only  temporary, 
as  the  statistical  position  of  the  article  warrants  much  higher' 
prices. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — A  further  sale  >oM0  bags  is  reported  at, 
47s.  6i.  ,per  cwt.,  and  now  50s.  is  asked. 

Chillies  (Sierra  Leone). — A  further  180  bags,  new  crop, 
have  just  arrived,  and  will  be  offered  at  auction. 

Cream  of  Tartar  has  been  steadily  advancing  during  the  week 
in  consequence  of  the  strong  reports  from  the  Continent,  and 
prices  may  be  reckoned  fully  2s.  to  2s.  6f7.  per  cwt.  higher. 

Honey. — Sales  of  good  Pile  1  are  reported  at  23s.  per  cwt.,  and 
a  sale  of  41  barrels  low  Pile  1  is  reported  at  21s.,  but  for  prime 
quality  Pile  2  Chilian  22s.  6d.  is  still  asked. 

Quillaia-bark. — Thirty-three  bales  sold  from  the  quay  at 
177.  15s.  per  ton,  but  importers  are  still  asking  187.  10s.  to  197. 
Eighty-five  bales  just  landed  were  offered  at  auction,  but  brought 
no  bid,  holders  limiting  the  parcel  at  187.  10s.  per  ton. 

Acacia  Sorts. — Sales  of  fine  soft  Soudan  sorts  are  reported 
at  35s.  per  cwt.,  41  serons  amber  at  28s.,  and  17  serons  sottish 
at  30s. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  firm  at  197.  per  ton. 

Beeswax. — Ten  blocks  of  W.C. A.  (Bissao)  in  store  have  been 
sold  at  77.  10s.  per  cwt.,  2  tons  Chilian  have  changed  hands  at 
77.  5s.,  and  nothing  in  this  quality  now  offers  under  77.  10s. 

Carnauba  Wax. — Of  Pernambuco  grey  18  bags  have  been  sold 
at  54s.  per  cwt. ;  fine  yellow  is  worth  75s.  to  80s. 

German  Drug- market.  •. 

Hamiburg,  January  26. 

Business  in  general  is  quiet,  and  there  is  little  doing  in 
drugs  at  present,  partly  owing  to  the  clo  sing  of  the  Baltic  ports.  ■ 

Antimony  is  steady,  at  23m.  per  kilo. 

Balsam  Peru  is  unchanged,  at  10 \xa.  per  kilo.  1 
-  Camphor  (Refined)  is  firm,  at  425m.  per  100  kilos.  1 

Ergot  is  quiet  but  firm,  at  285m.  to  290m.  per  100  kilos. 
:  Ipecacuanha. — Cartagena  is  quoted  ,10m.  to  9rsm.j,  and  Bio 
14jm.  to  13£m.  per  kilo. 

Kola  is  very  scarce  indeed,  and  there  is  practically  nothing 
offered  on  the  spot. 

Lycopodium  is  steady,  at  465m.  per  100  kilos.    ' :  '  ' 
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Menthol,  on  the  spot,  is  quoted  56m.,  and  forward  delivery 
50m.,  per  kilo. 

Cevadilla-seed  is  firm  and  dearer,  owing  to  the  troubles  in 
Venezuela ;  spot  is  quoted  100m.  per  100  kilos. 

Senega  is  very  firm  ;  spot-price  is  825m.  per  100  kilos. 

Santonin  has  been  advanced  2m.  per  kilo.,  present  price  being 
47m.  per  kilo. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  steadily  advancing.  Cod-liver  is 
much  dearer,  non-congealing  oil  being  quoted  200m.  to  210m.  per 
barrel.  Linseed,  on  the  spot,  is  very  scarce,  and  Cliinese-iv  ood 
is  quoted,  spot,  48m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils,  Essential,  show  no  material  changes. 

Wormseed  is  firm,  at  95m.  per  100  kilos. 

American  Drug- market. 

New  York,  January  13. 

Business  is  fairly  good,  but  outside  of  a  few  articles  the  marke' 
has  a  rather  tame  appearance. 

Aloes. — A  recent  arrival  of  Cape  is  held  firmly  at  14c.  per  lb. 

Beeswax  is  in  better  demand  and  values  are  firmer.  Supplies 
of  pure  yellow  are  not  heavy  and  28c.  to  30c.  is  asked,  according 
to  quality. 

Cascaba  Sagbada. — Two-year-old  bark  has  sold  at  13c,  which 
seems  to  be  an  inside  figure  for  all  grades.  Spot-supplies  are 
well  concentrated  and  firmly  held,  and  the  Pacific  Coast  is 
bare  of  supplies.  Holders  offer  sparingly  and  higher  prices  are 
looked  for. 

Cocaine. — The  recent  advance  to  $4.25  has  not  been  main- 
tained, and  dealers  are  offering  as  low  as  $3.90  per  oz. 

Damiana. — Recent  low  quotations  have  resulted  in  considerable 
business  with  subsequent  advance  in  price.  Sales  have  been 
made  at  from  5c.  up,  but  dealers  will  not  now  quote  below  10c. 

Gamboge. — Prime  pipe  has  advanced  to  90c.  and  block  to  85c. 
Supplies  are  very  light  and  concentrated. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  is  easier  at  $1.60,  and  Cartagena  at  $1.10. 

Japan  Wax  is  scarce  and  firmer  at  11c. 

Menthol  is  scarce  and  irregular,  with  dealers  quoting  any- 
where from  $6.75  to  $8  per  lb. 

Opium  is  quiet,  at  $2.70  to  $2.72i  per  lb. 

Peppebmint  Oil.— HGH  is  firm,  at  $5  to  $5.25.  Case  oil  is 
obtainable  at  $4.50,  but  demand  is  small. 

Senega-boot  is  firmer,  with  holders  quoting  80c.  to  85c.  Little 
is  offered  at  the  inside  figure. 

Cablegram. 

Smyrna,  January  28 : — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week 
ending  to-day  amount  to  70  cases,  20  of  which  were  for 
speculation  and  50  cases  for  consumers.  The  market  is 
steady,  and  the  frost  continues. 


Acid,  Citric,  is  steady  at  11£<Z.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Phosphoric,  is  quoted  at  9\d.  per  lb.  in  carboys  for 
sp.  gr.  1,750,  9d.  for  sp.  gr.  1,700,  and  7f<Z.  for  sp.  gr.  1,500. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — EDglish  and  foreign  are  \d.  per  lb. 
dearer,  practically  nothing  being  obtainable  under  ll\d.  to 
ll^d.  for  the  latter  and  Is.  for  the  former.  Crude  tartar 
has  been  advancing  for  some  weeks  past. 

■  Calcium  Carbide  of  guaranteed  quality  is  quoted  14s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Hamburg. 

Camphor. — Crude  Formosa  has  been  reduced  by  the 
monopoly  to  150s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  165s.,  c.i.f.,  for  pressed. 

Canary-seed. — Although  the  quotation  for  Turkish  on  the 
spot  is  72s.  6d.  per  quarter,  it  is  quite  nominal,  as  no  business 
is  passing  ;  and  in  order  to  sell  a  lower  price  would  have  to 
be  accepted.  The  statistical  position  shows  no  change, 
however. 

Cannabis  Indica.— An  advance  of  Qd.  per  lb.  has  taken 
place,  holders  of  tops  now  quoting  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  A  fairly 
large  quantity  has  been  placed  since  our  last  report,  principa  lly 
for  export,  and  the  tendency  of  prices  is  still  towards  higher 
rates. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  firm,  but  unaltered.  It  is  said  that 
the  new  crop  is  not  expected  until  September-October. 

Cloves  have  fluctuated  slightly,  and  Zanzibar  for  delivery 
are  quoted  3\%d.  per  lb. 

Cream  op  Tartar  is  a  rising  market,  98  per  cent, 
powder  now  being  quoted  at  82s.  per  cwt.,  and  95  per  cent, 
at  79s. 

Dragon's-blood. —Practically  all  the  offerings  were 
disposed  of  privately,  immediately  after  the  sale  last  week. 


Several  cases  of  fine  lump,  partly  mixed  with  dull,  sold  at 
10/.  10s.,  and  dull  seedy  lump  at  8/.  per  cwt.,  these  prices 
marking  a  decline  of  about  5s. 

Galls. — Holders  of  Persian  blue  are  firm  at  56s.  per  cwt. 
spot,  and  business  is  reported  in  white  at  50s.,  c.i.f.,  for  near 
shipment.  Chinese  are  unaltered,  with  sellers  at  50s.,  c.i.f., 
and  buyers  at  slightly  under. 

Juniper  Berries  are  firm  at  14s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  small 
quantities. 

Oil,  Cassia,  remains  inactive  at  from  3s.  to  3s.  5d  per  lb., 
according  to  analysis. 

Oil,  Castor. — Calcutta  seconds  are  quiet  at  2|rZ.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cod  Liver,  remains  very  firm,  and  the  prospects  so 
far  as  regards  new  season's  oil  show  no  improvement.  There 
is  very  little  business  to  be  done  at  the  moment  owing  to  the 
comparative  absence  of  supplies  on  the  spot,  and  most  agents 
are  without  quotations.  There  is  a  speculative  offer  of  new 
crop  for  March-April  shipment  at  215s.  to  220s.  per  barrel, 
c.i.f.,  but  until  more  definite  news  is  forthcoming  in  regard 
to  the  fishing,  business  for  forward  delivery  also  remains  at  a 
standstill.  Hamburg  offered  early  in  the  week  at  223s.,  c.i.f., 
for  prime  Norwegian,  and  for  a  small  lot  of  finest  on  the 
spot,  245s.  is  asked.  For  fine  Newfoundland  oil  6s.  Qd. 
per  gal.  is  said  to  have  been  paid.  Our  Bergen  correspon- 
dent writes  on  January  24  that  the  news  from  the  fisheries 
is  still  very  bad.  The  seals  continue  to  be  found  in  many 
places  along  the  coast,  but  in  less  number,  and  on  this 
account  fishing  is  debarred  to  a  great  extent.  Stocks  are 
practically  cleared  on  the  Bergen  market,  and  for  a  siDgle 
small  lot  of  best  non-freezing  oil  220s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  is 
asked.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  203 
barrels,  against  417  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — Steady,  but  quiet,  at  5%d.  per  oz.  spot 
and  perhaps  a  shade  under. 

Oil,  Peppermint,  is  firm  but  quiet  at  20s.  Qd.  per  lb.  for 
American  HGH.  Todd's  oil  is  quoted  23s.  Qd.  from  the 
importers,  and  in  second-hands  sales  are  reported  at  21s. 

Oil,  Sandalwood,  is  quoted  lis.  9d.  to  12s.  per  lb.,  and 
the  tendency  is  towards  higher  rates. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — The  following  figures  (cwts.)  relate  to 
the  exports  of  turpentine  to  Europe  from  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington,  Savannah,  Brunswick,  Fernandina, 
Pensacola,  Carrabelle,  Tampa,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans  : — 


1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

To  London   

To  other  British  ports 

Total  U.K.  ... 
To  Continental  ports 

Total  to  Europe 

Average  price  in  London ... 

81,799 
84,864 

106,174 
95,572 

89,810 
85,525 

84,950 
78,220 

166,663 
147,400 

201,746 
153,955 

175,335 
164,371 

163,170 
138,892 

314,063 
33/1 

355,701 



27/1 

339,706 

35/4 

302,062 
34/1 

During  January  the  movement  in  turpentine  was  again  upwards) 
and  prices  are  about  12s.  per  cwt.  dearer  than  they  were  this  at  time 
last  year,  and  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  May  to  find  a  parallel 
to  present  values.  The  highest  value  touched  in  that  year  was 
45s.  3d.  per  cwt.,  and  prices  are  not  far  from  that  level  now. 

Oil,  Wood. — Fair  Chinese  has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at 
25s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  arrival  23s.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  firm,  with  a  fair  demand 
for  manufacturing  qualities.  Pretensions  of  holders  are 
higher,  and  in  some  instances  an  advance  of  3d.  per  lb.  is 
asked,  which  precludes  business.  Persian  remains  dull  of 
sale. 

Constantinople,  January  24. — Since  our  last  a  terrible  blizzard 
,  has  swept  all  over  the  country  and  snow  lies  very  deep,  and,  in 
1  consequence,  market  closes  very  firm.    The  week's  sales  amount 
to  11  cases  "  soft-shipping  "  at  8s.  2d.  to  8s.  lOd. ;  18  cases  Kara- 
i  hissars  at  6s.  10<7.  to  7s.,  2  cases  druggists'  at  7s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
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Smyena,  January  16. — The  market  has  slightly  declined  this 
week  owing  to  the  small  and  limited  demand  from  the  consuming 
markets  and  the  favourable  mild  weather  which  has  set  in  since 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  sales  amount  to  30  cases  current 
Adette  and  Karahissar  t.  q.  at  from  7s.  2d.  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
The  market  closes  quietly  with  further  small  buyers,  and  the 
arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  4,870  cases,  against 
2,949  cases  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Pepper. — Firmer  for  black.  On  the  spot  the  quotation  is 
6^d.,  and  for  March-May  steamer  5~d.  per  lb.  White  is 
quiet  and  unchanged  at  9%d.  per  lb.  for  Singapore,  and  at 
9^2.  for  Penan  g. 

Phenacetin. — After  being  in  a  state  of  suspended  anima- 
tion for  some  months  the  convention  in  this  article  suddenly 
collapsed  on  Monday,  and  prices  dropped  about  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 
The  cause  is  due  to  "  outside  "  offers  at  lower  prices,  and  as 
the  outsider  could  not  be  induced  to  enter  the  convention  a 
war  of  "  cutting "  is  in  progress.  Contract  quantities  of 
5-cwt.  lots  are  being  offered  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  Bayer's 
make  is  unchanged  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — In  spite  of  the  3  per  cent,  advance  in  the 
Amsterdam  bark-sale  last  week,  the  market  has  remained 
extremely  quiet,  and  speculators  are  now  waiting  the  figures 
relating  to  the  cinchona-shipments  for  the  month,  which 
were  not  known  up  to  Wednesday.  Business  was  done  at 
close  of  last  week  at  ll^d.  spot,  but  there  are  few  sellers, 
and  Is.  is  the  spot-price  to  day  (Wednesday). 

Saffron. — From  Valencia  a  cable  quotes  equal  to  32s.  6d. 
per  lb.  on  the  other  side. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  offerings  next  week  will  probably 
include  35  bales  grey  Jamaica. 

Shellac. — The  market  closed  at  a  decline  last  week 
owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  Calcutta  price  of  TN  orange  to 
63r.  Futures  sold  at  from  121s.  to  119s.  for  February; 
121s.  6d.  for  March,  May  119s.,  and  June  117s. ;  and  spot 
selling  at  122s.  to  126s.  per  cwt.,  cash-terms.  This  week 
futures  have  been  irregular,  May  delivery  selling  at  119s.  6d., 
and  June  at  118s.  6d.  to  117s.  per  cwt.  At  auction  the 
small  supply  of  150  cases  were  all  bought  in;  60  cases 
A.  C.  Garnet  offered  and  sold  "without  reserve"  at  lower 
prices,  fair  block  at  Ills,  to  112s.  per  cwt.  Fine  orange 
descriptions  remain  in  small  supply,  values  ranging  from 
140s.  to  150s.  A.  C.  Garnet  is  steady  on  the  spot,  at  from 
115s.  to  118s.,  according  to  condition,  and  for  arrival  the 
quotation  is  114s.,  c.i.f. 

SOY  is  quiet  at  from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  9d.  per  gal. 

Turmeric.—  Sales  of  good  bright  Madras  finger  have  been 
made  at  12s.,  and  wormy  ditto  at  10s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Bengal 
is  getting  scarce,  and  for  the  small  quantity  now  offered  on 
the  spot  14s.  is  wanted. 


Madras  Castor =seed  Crop,  1903. 

_  The  total  area  under  castor-seed  throughout  the  Madras  Pre- 
sidency at  the  end  of  November  last  was  535,400  acres,  or  about 
4,200  acres  more  than  the  extent  on  the  corresponding  date  of 
last  year.  It  is  5  per  cent,  less  than  the  average  of  five  years  and 
7  per  cent  less  than  that  of  ten  years.  The  increase  over  last 
year  is  marked  in  the  Cuddapah  district,  and  this  is  ascribed  to 
timely  and  sufficient  rainfall.  The  condition  of  the  crop  is 
reported  to  be  generally  good,  and  the  outturn  for  the  whole 
Presidency  is  estimated  at  84  per  cent,  of  the  normal. 

Camphor. 

With  reference  to  the  recent  decision  of  the  United  States 
Customs  authorities  by  which  the  new  variety  of  camphor  is  now 
admitted  free  of  duty  (see  C.  &  £>.,  January  10,  page  42),  it  is 
pointed  out  that  the  camphor  was  in  the  form  of  fine  white 
grains  and  possessed  none  of  the  safrol  odour  of  ordinary  crude 
camphor.  It  was  claimed  to  be  the  result  of  more  perfect  ar  d 
careful  processes  of  manufacture,  and  contained  110  moisture  and 
only  0'02  per  cent,  of  non- volatile  residue.  The  improvements  in 
the  process  are  as  follows :  "  Formerly  the  camphor- vapour 
resulting  from  the  distillation  from  the  wood  was  cooled  directly 
in  water.  Now  it  is  cooled  in  a  tub  which  is  kept  cool  by  a  cur- 
rent of  water.  The  old  process  yielded  a  crop  of  crystals  attached 
to  the  tops  and  sides  of  the  vessel  containing  water,  and  made  it 
necessary  to  dry  them  by  exposure  to  the  air.  This  was  effected 
in  sheds  of  such  imperfect  construction  as  to  admit  much  dust 
and  impurities,  which  lowered  the  quality  of  the  product.  By  the 
improved  process  now  in  use,  the  camphor  is  either  placed  in 


closed  chambers  and  treated  with  air-fans  or  dried  in  a  vacuum- 
pan.  This  article  is  made  in  Japan  and  not  in  Formosa,  where 
only  the  ordinary  crude  camphor  is  produced." 

Analysts  Differ. 

Dr.  Biccardo  Rickards,  a  Messina  analyst,  has  recently  issued  a 
circular  in  Italian,  in  which  he  contrasts  analyses  made  by  himself 
and  Messrs.  G.  H.  Ogston  &  Moore  of  citric  materials.  The 
following  will  suffice  to  show  the  nature  of  the  information 
given : — 

O.  &  M.  Dr.  R.  R. 

Lemon-juice  containing  Lemon-juice  containing 

65  35  oz.  citric  acid  per  gal.  66-74  oz.  citric  acid  per  gal. 

Lime  citrate  containing  Lime  citrate  containing 

63'58  per  cent,  citric  acid ;     ,  66p64  per  cent,  citric  acid  and 

calc.  carb.  180  per  cent.  l-6  per  cent.  calc.  carb. 

Another  four  samples  of  citrate  of  lime  were  contrasted,  and  Dr. 
Rickards  gives  proof  of  the  correctness  of  his  own  conclusions. 
The  circular  occupies  three  foolscap  pages  close  print. 

Jamaican  Products. 

The  Acting-Governor  of  Jamaica  has  submitted  his  report  for 
the  year  ending  March  31,  1902,  from  which  we  learn  that  the 
island  has  suffered  six  years  of  depression  in  business,  but  that 
1901-2  showed  an  improvement  on  1900-1.  This  was  chiefly  due 
to  the  revival  in  the  exports  of  fruit,  principally  bananas.  The 
shipments  of  honey  and  beeswax  are  not  included  among  the  ten 
important  staples  exported.  We  understand,  however,  they  are 
becoming  increasingly  popular  with  enterprising  managers  of 
small  properties  in  the  island.  Although  the  exports  of  honey 
increased,  there  was  no  increase  in  value.  Intelligent  attention  is 
being  given  to  bee-keeping,  and  the  recent  formation  of  an  asso- 
ciation is  expected  to  do  much  to  maintain  the  standard  of  quality. 
There  was  a  decline  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  ginger  exported. 
It  was  apparently  due  to  decreased  production  of  recent  years, 
though  prices  showed  a  slight  improvement.  The  shipments  were 
21,347  cwt.  in  1901-2  (37,358?.),  against  26,530  cwt.  (66,324?.)  in 
1900-1,  a  decrease  of  19'5  per  cent,  in  quantity  and  43'6  per  cent,  in 
value.  The  average  local  price  was  30s.  8d.  per  cwt.  in  1901-2,  against 
50s.  in  1900-1.  The  exports  of  pimento  fell  off  by  about  28  per 
cent,  in  amount  and  value.  Altogether  72,080  cwt.  were  shipped 
against  100,547  cwt.  in  1900-1.  The  1901  crop,  which  would  in 
ordinary  conditions  govern  the  statistics  of  1901-2,  was  some 
30,000  bags  smaller  than  the  previous  crop,  but  for  the  reason  that 
it  came  after  two  very  large  crops,  its  shortness  did  not  improve 
prices.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  during  the  past  few  years, 
growers  have  obtained  better  prices.  The  author  of  the  report 
believed  that  consumption  of  pimento  is  increasing,  and  Jamaica 
commands  the  supply. 


Japanese  Sulphur. 

The  exports  of  sulphur  from  Japan  to  various  countries  from 
1899  to  1901  were  as  follows  :— 


1901 

1900 

1899 

Quan- 
tities 

Value 

Quan- 
tities 

Value 

Quan- 
tities 

Value 

Australia 

Canada 

British  India   . . 

Ohina 

Corea 

Hawaii 

Hong-Kong 

U.S.A  

Other  countries . . 

Kin 
2,683,858 
1,306,325 
10,303 
1,267,475 
285,445 
1,855,887 
25,393 
22,434,440 
9,723 

Yen 
53,415 
30,750 

1,127 
27,730 

8,015 
43,362 

1,447 
495,140 
889 

Kin 
5,696,014 
1,469,627 
1,064,066 
1,581,604 
221,905 
619 
1,275,409 
18,406,496 
11,247 

Yen 
137,440 
33,429 
24.610 
37,698 
7,276 
16 
25,472 
431,965 
373 

Kin 
3,228,528 

3,800,149 
44,144 
1,680,394 
1,242.763 
17,807,440 
3,300 

Yen 
69,349 

78,288 
1,476 
36,012 
25,795 
363,879 
66 

Total 

£9,879,849'  661,875 

29,726,987 

698,279 

27,806,719 

574,865 

[Kiu=l-3  lb.  avoir. ;  Yen= 

2s.  OJi.] 

The  above  interesting  figures  show  that  on  a  total  export  of 
about  14,000  tons  the  United  States  imported  over  two-thirds, 
Australia,  Hawaii,  Canada,  and  China  being  next.  The  exports 
from  Japan  are  increasing,  and  new  sulphur-deposits  continue  to- 
be  found.  Japanese  sulphur,  however,  is  unknown  on  the  British 
market,  and  at  the  present  rate  of  output  the  possibility  of 
competition  with  the  Sicilian  product  is  remote. 


Serum-tkeatment  of  Pneumonia.— Professor  Tizzoni 
has  presented  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Science  at  Rome  a 
report  containing  the  results  obtained  from  the  use  of  a 
serum  which  he  has  made  for  the  cure  of  pneumonia. 
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THURSDAY'S  NEWS. 


From  several  reports  received  this  morning  we  select  the 
salient  features,  and  reserve  the  more  detailed  reports  for  our 
next  issuej 


Death  of  Mr.  F.  B.  Benger. 

We  regret  to  learn,"as  we  close  this  Supplement  for  press, 
of  the  death  of  Frederick  Baden  Benger,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Manchester,  which  occurred  at  his  residence,  The 
Grange,  Knutsford,  yesterday  -  morning.  Mr.  Benger  had 
taken  little  active  interest  in  pharmaceutical  matters  during 
the  past  ten  years,  but  he  kept  in  touch  with  the  leaders  of 
the  craft,  which  was  well  evidenced  three  weeks  ago  by  Mr. 
Carteighe's  announcement  of  his  donation  to  make  the 


Mb.  F.  B.  Bengeb,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 


Redwood  Scholarship  more  worthy  of  their  old  teacher. 
Mr.  Benger  was  an  old  "  Square "  man,  having  been  in  this 
School  during  the  1860  session,  when  he  took  a  chemistry 
and  pharmacy  certificate ;  and  he  passed  the  Major  examina- 
tion in  1861.  He  was  an  exceedingly  capable  pharmacist, 
and  his  skill  found  full  play  in  Mottershead  &  Co.'s,  of 
Manchester,  in  which  business  he  was  for  many  years 
part-owner  along  with  his  friend  Mr.  Standen  Paine."  There, 
about  thirty  years  ago,  Sir  William  Roberts,  M.D.,  found  him 
more  than  helpful  in  his  researches  on  digestion,  Mr.  Benger 
having  from  his  student  days  experimented  with  the  digestive 
ferments.  The  immediate  result  of  his  association  with  Sir 
William  Roberts  was  the  production  of  liquor  pepticus  and 
liquor  pancreaticus,  two  preparations  that  marked  a  new 
departure  in  pharmacy  as  well  as  in  medical  treatment. 
They  brought  wealth  to  Mr.  Benger,  and  a  reputation  which 
his  sound  general  pharmaceutical  knowledge  equally  entitled 
him  to.  Also  they  determined  ultimately  his  severance 
from  practical  pharmacy,  as  they  led  on  to  still 
further  achievements  amongst  alimentary  products— 
notably,  the  perfection  of  a  partially  peptonised  carbo- 
hydrate-food for  infants  and  invalids,  which  has  earned 
a  world-wide  reputation.  The  business  in  these  products 
was  in  1891  made  into  a  separate  organisation— F.  B.  Benger 
&  Co.  (Limited)— at  Otter  Works,  Strangeways,  the  capital 
being  40,000Z.  Mr.  Benger  served  pharmacy  well  in  several 
capacities.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 
for  England  and  Wales  in  the  seventies  and  eighties, 
examining,  as  a  rule,  in  dispensing.    From  1871  to  1884  he 


was  Secretary  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and 
was  President  of  that  body  in  1888,  when  the  meeting  was 
held  at  Bath.  On  that  occasion  he  inaugurated  the  Monday 
evening  reception,  which  filled  a  blank,  and  has  since  formed 
a  feature  of  these  pleasant  annual  gatherings.  The  portrait 
which  we  print  is  as  he  was  then,  and  it  is  not  out  of  date 
in  respect  to  the  fact  that  it  shows  him  as  many  in  pharmacy 
will  remember  him — a  handsome,  courtly  gentleman  and 
genuine  friend. 

Deaths. 

CAMPBEIX. — At  Windsor  Park,  Belfast,  on  January  20, 
Mr.  John  Campbell,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  68.  Mr. 
Campbell  began  business  in  the  early  sixties  in  Divis  Street, 
Belfast,  and  carried  on  an  extensive  retail  trade  there  until 
about  three  years  ago,  when  he  sold  the  business  to  Mr. 
John  McConkey.  Mr.  Campbell  was  a  shrewd  business 
man,  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  much  respected  by 
Belfast  traders.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Crescent  Presby- 
terian Church  Session,  and  acted  for  a  long  time  as  its 
Treasurer.  Mr.  Campbell,  until  he  retired  from  trade,  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Belfast  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Society.  The  funeral  took  place  at  the  City  Cemetery  on 
January  22,  when  numerous  floral  tributes  were  sent  by  the 
Session  of  the  Crescent  Church  and  other  friends. 

Hawkins. — On  January  13,  Henry  Hawkins  (49),  described 
as  a  chemist,  was  found  in  Spitalfiels  insensible,  and  was 
taken  to  Whitechapel  Infirmary,  where  he  died  on 
January  26  from  fracture  of  the  skull.  An  open  verdict 
was  returned  to-day.    Nothing  is  known  of  the  man. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

Mr.  Glass  in  his  address  (see  page  154  of  this  issue)  pro" 
ceeded  to  speak  of  the  co-operative  movement,  then  about 
the  increase  of  chemists'  shops  and  stores  in  Edinburgh  (138 
in  1891-92,  and  167  now;  or  1  to  2,388  people  then,  and 
1  to  2,326  now).  He  next  considered  chemists'  prices  in 
some  detail,  emphasising  the  fact  that  chemists  have  special 
skill  that  cannot  be  reckoned  for  remuneration  on  a  pure 
trade  basis.  Mr.  Glass  was  thanked  for  his  address  ;  and 
the  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  F.  Henry)  reported  on  the  Dundee 
meeting  of  the  Federation,  narrating  what  had  been  done  in 
regard  to  the  titles  question,  and  stating  that  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  resolution  as  to  legislation  being  necessary  to 
settle  the  question.  Mr.  J.  A.  Forret  supplemented  these 
remarks  by  explaining  that  the  resolution  was  not  binding 
on  individual  associations.  The  Secretary  then  explained 
what  might  be  done  by  a  motion  for  interdict,  and  with  the 
view  to  bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  moved — 

That  this  Association  is  of  opinion  that  action  should  be  taken 
by  the  Council,  by  means  of  a  test-case  or  an  action  of  injunction 
or  interdict,  in  order  to  preservj  the  personal  title  "pharma- 
ceutical chemist "  or  "  chemist  and  druggist "  to  registered 
persons. 

This  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  after  some  other  busi- 
ness the  meeting  terminated. 

Public  Dispensers'  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
St.  Bride's  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  January  28,  when  about  two  dozen  members  were 
present.  The  retiring  President  (Mr.  W.  Duff)  was  in  the 
chair  during  the  first  part  of  the  proceedings,  which  con- 
sisted of  the  reading  of  the  Treasurer's  and  Secretary's 
reports,  the  election  of  officers,  and  the  valedictory  address. 

Mr.  H.  Hewitt  (Treasurer)  reported  the  continued  financial 
prosperity  of  the  Association.  During  the  past  year  member- 
ship had  increased,  expenses  had  considerably  increased, 
and  yet  there  was  an  increased  balance  (61.  14s.  8^.)  in  hand. 
His  speech  was  acclaimed. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Samuel  (Hon.  Secretary)  read  the  report  of  the 
Council,  in  which  he  noted  the  many  important  changes  that 
had  been  effected  in  the  Association  during  the  year.  These 
included  the  alteration  in  the  title  of  the  Association  (making 
it  more  general  and  less  cumbersome),  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  Poor-law  Secretary,  and  the  restriction  of  member- 
ship to  qualified  chemists  and  druggists.  With  regard  to 
the  interview  the  President  and  Mr.  Miller  had  with  the 
Dispensers'  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
nothing    further    had    transpired,  but    benefit   was  ye 
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hoped  for.  A  locum-tenens  register  has  been  compiled  by 
the  Secretary  for  the  use  of  members,  and  a  register  of  dis- 
pensers in  public  institutions  is  in  course  of  formation.  The 
War  Office  is  to  be  approached  with  a  view  to  offering  prac- 
tical suggestions  as  to  dispensing  in  the  Army.  The  report 
concluded  with  a  reference  to  the  visit  of  Mr.  T.  Whitmore 
Peck,  President  of  the  Chemist-Dispensers'  (Public)  Associa- 
tion of  Birmingham  ;  and  to  the  acceptance  by  Mr.  T.  H.  W. 
Idris  of  the  presidency  of  the  Association. 

The  following  officers  were  then  elected  : 1  Chairman, 
Mr.  W.  Duff;  Vice- Chairman,  Mr.  F.  Noad  Clark  j  Treasurer, 
Mr.  H.  Hewitt ;  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  T.  Samuel ;  members 
of  committee,  Messrs.  Donnan,  Lindsay, i  Kinsman,  Miller, 
Welford,  and  Windmill. 

The  retiring  President  then  delivered  a  short  valedictory 
address,  in  which  he  gave  a  Hsuvii  of  the  doings  of  the 
Association  during  the  past  year,  after  which  he  introduced 
Mr.  Idris,  who  thereupon  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Idris,  in  the  course  of  an  informal  address,  said  he 
had  held  a  high  opinion  of  the  Association  since  the  time 
when  he  listened  to  the  excellent  paper  on  "  Digestion  "  by 
Mr.  Donnan.  The  time  when  the  medical  books  could  speak 
of  the  apothecary  as  somewhat  analogous  to  the  "  physician's 
cook  "  had  gone,  and  the  dispenser  was  now  an  independent 
and  necessary  entity.  It  was  certainly  against  all  interests 
for  the  prescriber  to  be  his  own  dispenser.  They  could  all 
recall  instances  in  their  experience  in  which  unfortunate 
results  had  occurred  when  the  prescriber  was  also  dispenser. 
When  he  (the  speaker)  was  an  unqualified  dispenser  to  a 
medical  man,  he  remembered  how  vexed  a  certain  locum 
tenem  was  at  the  care  with  which  he  was  measuring  out  a 
dose  of  laudanum.  The  doctor  snatched  the  laudanum- 
bottle  out  of  his  hand  and  guessed  the  dose,  with  the  result 
that  the  patient  did  not  awaken  next  morning.  Several 
other  instances  of  the  same  kind  he  had  come  across  in  his 
own  experience,  which,  though  not  fatal,  verged  very  closely 
upon  it.  He  was  quite  sure  that  for  any  prescriber  to  be 
his  own  dispenser,  and  also  to  have  the  power  to  give  a 
death-certificate,  is  quite  contrary  to  the  public  safety.  He 
commended  the  Association  for  sticking  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Some  of  those  who,  when  outside  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  had  been  as  roaring  lions,  were 
now,  after  a  very  short  term  of  admission,  as  peaceful  as 
sucking  doves.  They  had  evidently  learned  some  of  the 
difficulties  of  administration.  He  (Mr.  Idris)  was  anxious 
to  know  more  of  the  position  of  public  dispensers.  He 
thought  public  bodies  did  not  realise  the  importance  of  this 
branch  of  the  service,  perhaps  because  the  dispensary  is  in 
some  remote,  seldom-visited  part  of  the  institution.  He 
hoped  public  dispensers  would  formulate  their  demands  as 
rationally  and  reasonably  as  possible,  and  he  would  do  his 
best  to  further  their  interests. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lindsay  it  was  agreed  to  alter  Rule  7 
in  order  to  give  the  Council  power  to  add  to  their  number 
from  time  to  time.  This,  it  was  explained,  was  desired  in 
order  that  Mr.  T.  Whitmore  Peck  (of  Birmingham)  might  be 
added  to  the  Council. 

A  resolution  of  sympathy  and  condolence  with  Mr.  C. 
Spencer  was  then  passed.  It  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lindsay ;  and  Mr.  F.  Noad  Clark,  in  seconding,  stated  that  Mr. 
Spencer  was  suffering  from  locomotor  ataxy,  his  condition 
being  considered  hopeless.  He  had  been  admitted  to  the 
National  Hospital  for  the  Paralysed  that  day. 

Hearty  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Duff  and  Mr.  Idris, 
and  the  Secretary  announced  that  the  syllabus  for  the 
session  was  filled.  Mr.  F.  W.  Watson  Baker  is  to  give  an 
x-ray  demonstration ;  Mr.  F.  Noad  Clark  will  lecture  on 
micrography  ;  and  papers  are  to  be  given  by  Messrs.  Abraham 
(Rainbill  Asylum,  Liverpool),  Goodall,  and  a  Bradford 
member. 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Mr.  E.  Drane  presided  at  the  meeting  held  at  the  Park 
Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Wednesday  evening,  January  28,  the  atten- 
dance being  good.  Owing  to  sickness  in  his  family  Mr. 
Mumford  is  unable  to  accept  the  secretaryship,  and  Messrs. 
Gerhold  and  Progner  are  doing  the  work.  The  President 
delivered  a  valedictory  address,  the  P.A.T.A.  being  the  main 
subject,  and  introduced  his  successor  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
Jabez  A.  Jones,  who  also  spoie  on  the  P.A.T.A.,  but  on 
different  lines  from  Mr.  Drane,  and  extending  to  the  con- 


demnation of  proprietary  articles  and  special  forms  of 
medication.  He  also  touched  upon  the  sale  of  poisons  and 
mercury-ointment  prosecutions.  A  resolution  of  confidence 
in  Mr.  Bellamy,  the  Commercial  Secretary,  was  recorded, 
and  it  was  decided  to  give  him  a  free  hand  in  the  extension 
of  the  scope  of  the  buying  bureau. 

The  Annual  Dinner. 
was  afterwards  held  at  the  Hotel.  Mr.  Jabez  A.  Jones  occu- 
pied the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  his  Worship  the  Mayor 
(Mr.  Councillor  E.  Thomas),  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  J.P.,  L.C.C., 
London,  and  by  several  members  of  the  medical  profession. 
After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  Mr.  W.  R.  Hopkins  (Vice-Presi- 
dent) proposed  "The  Commercial  Organisations  of  Retail 
Pharmacy."  Amongst  those  organisations  he  thought  the 
most  important  was  that  of  the  P.A.T.A.  He  was  a  very 
hearty  sympathiser  and  practical  supporter  of  this  institu- 
tion. Formerly  there  was  a  great  gulf  between  themselves 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  but  the  P.A.T.A.,  not 
only  lifted  them  up  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but 
brought  that  Society  down  to  themselves;  and  if  it  had 
done  no  other  work  than  that,  it  had  justified  its  existence. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  in  responding,  said  the  time  had  come 
when  men  could  no  longer  carry  out  a  great  policy  alone. 
They  must  have  concerted  action.  It  was  the  spirit  of  the 
age  that  they  should  be  organised.  He  had  only  been  on 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  a  short  time,  but  he  could  say 
this — that  it  was  most  anxious  to  take  any  practical  step  it 
could  to  advance  the  calling  they  had  so  much  at  heart. 
He  asked  them,  therefore,  not  to  stand  aloof  from  the 
Society.  Mr.  Robinson  then  referred  to  the  recent  P.A.T.A. 
Convention,  observing  that  it  was  a  gigantic  success.  That 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  men  went  there  determined  to  come 
to  a  decision  as  to  the  future  conduct  of  their  business. 
Until  then  they  did  not  know  the  power  they  possessed. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  had  in  Wales  696  registered  chemists, 
of  whom  only  280  belonged  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
In  the  county  of  Glamorgan  there  were  193  registered 
chemists,  of  whom  he  supposed  only  two-fifths  belonged  to 
the  Society.  He  did  not  put  the  P.A.T.A.  forward  as  a 
trade-union,  but  he  said  most  emphatically  that  it  was  to 
the  interest  of  them  all  that  they  should  join  in  representing 
to  the  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles  that  they 
could  not  go  on  longer  with  the  present  cut-throat  policy. 
He  knew  of  no  better  commercial  organisation  than  that  of 
the  P.A.T.A.,  yet  only  one-fourth  of  the  men  in  business 
supported  it.  The  subscription  was  a  mere  5».  Labouring 
men  cheerfully  paid  more  than  that  towards  their  trade 
organisation,  and  he  said  that  men  who  refused  to  join  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  whereby  their  professional  advance- 
ment could  be  secured,  or  refused  to  join  this  trade  organisa- 
tion of  the  P.A.T.A. — well,  it  served  them  right  if  their 
business  was  not  prospering.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  issue  was 
entirely  in  their  own  hands.  The  manufacturers  of  pro- 
prietary goods,  the  moment  they  knew  that  the  retail  trade 
of  pharmacy  was  organised,  would  engage  to  put  their 
preparations  on  the  list,  knowing  that  by  so  doing  they 
were  going  to  get  the  support  of  so  large  a  body  of  men. 

Mr.  A.  Hogan  afterwards  gave  "  The  Town  and  Trade  of 
Cardiff,"  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  Mayor.  Mr.  R.  A. 
Robinson  gave  "  The  Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical 
Association."  Mr.  R.  Drane  gave  "  The  University  College 
and  Educational  Institutions  of  South  Wales,"  to  which 
Professor  Thompson  replied.  The  remaining  toasts  were 
"  The  Retiring  President,"  "  The  Medical  Profession,"  and 
"  The  Visitors."  The  following  contributed  to  the  musical 
programme :  Soprano,  Miss  E.  Grace  Jones  (daughter  of  the 
President) ;  contralto,  Miss  Hilda  Evans,  Royal  Welsh  Ladies' 
Choir;  tenor,  Mr.  H.  Green,  Llandaff  Cathedral  choir;  and 
bass,  Mr.  S.  Dobbs,  "Goodwillie  Singers."  Miss  Mabel  E. 
Jones  (daughter  of  the  President)  accompanied  on  the 
pianoforte.  Mr.  Duck,'  chemist,  assisted  with  some  gramo- 
phone selections. 

Newcastle  Chemists'  Association. 

A  special  meeting,  with  a  view  to  more  fully  enlisting  the 
support  of  chemists  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tyne,  was  held 
on  Wednesday  evening,  January  28,  in  the  Beaconsfield  Hall, 
Gateshead.  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  (President)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  there  was  a  good  attendance.  Messrs.  Teiffel,  F.  A. 
Wilcock,  E.  J.  Munro,  and  R.  Spink  were  elected  members 
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of  the  Association.  The  President  then  opened  a  discussion 
on  local  organisation,  in  the  course  of  which  he  spoke  of  the 
developments  in  this  direction  during  the  past  ten  years, 
pointing  out  how  local  organisation  of  chemists  must  differ 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  business  in  the  localities. 
Amongst  the  duties  of  local  associations,  he  mentioned 
(1)  creating  and  sustaining  fraternal  feeling,  (2)  organising 
meetings,  (3)  arranging  for  the  education  of  apprentices, 

(4)  keeping  in  touch  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

(5)  providing  for  the  young  in  the  trade,  (6)  organising  as 
to  parliamentary  matters,  (7)  striving  for  effectual  adminis- 
tration of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  (8)  benevolence,  (9)  P.A.T.A., 
and  (10)  Federation.    He  summed  the  matter  up  thus : — 

One-man  associations  cannot  be  successful — all  must  do  their 
part. 

Regular  meetings,  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  district,  must  be 
arranged. 

Give  the  juniors  every  encouragement  in  their  studies,  and  you 
lessen  the  risk  of  unqualified  traders  later  on. 

All  should  support  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — it  is  the  legal 
head  of  the  Associations. 

nothing  like  beginning  young — ■the  juniors  of  to-day  are  the 
members  of  to-morrow. 

Influence  with  your  local  M.P.  is  power  in  the  Commons.  The 
Society  needs  all  the  influence  it  can  get. 

■ales  of  poisons  by  unqualified  persons  should  be  strenuously  dis- 
couraged ;  chemists  owe  it  to  themselves  to  loyally  perform 
this  duty. 

A  contribution  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  is  always  welcomed  by 
the  Treasurer.    Keep  it  in  mind  annually. 

Traders  ought  to  subscribe  to  the  P.A.T.A. — it  is  a  good  invest- 
ment. 

tn  union  there  is  strength — Federation  is  the  most  effective  union. 
Our  motto  should  be  :— 

Mil  desperandum— the  drug-trade  is  not  so  bad,  after  all,  as  some 
would  try  to  make  out. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  K.  Wright,  Mr.  Geo. 
Martin,  Mr.  Kerse,  Mr.  E.  J.  Munro,  Mr.  Wootton,  Mr. 
Pescod,  Mr.  Fairbairn,  Mr.  J.  Low,  and  others.  The  meeting 
is  likely  to  result  inconsiderable  access  of  interest  in  Associa- 
tion work  in  the  district. 

Noxious  Essences  in  France. 

The  question  of  prohibiting  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  certain  essences  that  was  discussed  at  the  Paris 
Aeademy  of  Medicine  last  November  came  up  again  at  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday,  January  27.  Dr.  Laborde 
reminded  the  members  that  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  had 
asked  the  Academy  to  draw  up  a  list  of  these  essences  likely 
to  be  noxious  to  public  health.  After  having  referred  to 
the  disastrous  effects  of  numerous  essences,  or  preparations 
that  are  sold  as  such,  and  discussed  the  ravages  which 
their  use|  brings  about,  he  summed  up  the  report  which  he 
has  prepared  on  the  subject,  as  follows  : — 

In  consequence  of  the  approbation,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
of  the  report  of  the  Alcohol  Commission,  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  has  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  in  reply  to  his  letter  of  November  10  last,  the  two 
following  lists  of  essences  that  may  be  considered  as  coming 
under  the,  heading  first,  of  an  absolute  proscription;  secondly, 
of  special  regulation : — 

First  Category. 

Natural  and  artificial  essences  presenting  a  particularly  noxious 
character,  and  that  may  be  the  object  of  a  special  proscription. 

"Natural  and  artificial  essences,  absinthe  "  grande  and  petite," 
genepi  (a  variety  of  absinthe),  hyssop,  star-anise,  angostura,  Heine 
des  pres  (salicylic  aldehyde),  wintergreen  (salicylate  of  methyl), 
peach  and  bitter-almond  kernels  (benzoic  aldehyde  and  prussic 
acid),  and  rue. 

Second,  Category.  ■ 

Essences  of  relatively  inferior  poisonous  degree,  the  abuse  of 
which  may  be  dangerous,  and  which  may  be  made  the  object  of  a 
special  regulation  : — ■ 

Natural  or  artificial  essences :  peppermint,  sage,  thyme,  mar- 
joram, fennel,  aniseed,  coriander,  cumin,  juniper,  nutmeg,  laurel, 
aloes,  cloves,  balsam,  calamus,  calumba,  arnica,  cardamoms,  and 
santal. 

Cinchona  extracts  and  alkaloids — viz.,  quinine,  cinchonine,  cin- 
cbonidine,  quinidine,  quinone,  and  quinium. 

The  President  of  the  Aoademy  mentioned  that  Dr.  Laborde's 
report  would  be  printed  and  distributed  to  all  the  members. 
He  proposed  to  open  a  discussion  on  the  subject  at  the  next 
meeting.    It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  acoustics  of  tn"e 


hew  hall  in  which  the  Academy  holds  its  meetings  are  very 
defective,  and  give  a  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  in  conse- 
quence. 

A  Public  Examination. 

Samuel  Halliday,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Northgate, 
Cleckheaton,  appeared  at  the  Bradford  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
Wednesday,  January  28,  to  pass  his  public  examination. 
He  stated,  in  anwer  to  questions  by  the  Official  Keceiver, 
that,  beginning  in  a  small  way,  he  was  so  successful  that  he 
was  worth  2001.  twelve  years  ago,  but  then  lost  150Z.  by  the 
failure  of  a  building  society.  He  succeeded,  however,  in 
making  a  living  up  to  about  eighteen  months  ago,  when  his 
turnover  dropped  down  to  a  very  small  figure  owing  to  in- 
creasing competition.  The  Official  Receiver :  Drug-stores, 
and  so  on  ?  The  Debtor :  Yes ;  opened  just  opposite  to  me  in 
jthe  same  street.  The  Official  Receiver :  Sprang  up  like 
mushrooms  around  you  ?  The  Debtor :  Yes,  they  have  gone 
very  much  against  me.    Examination  closed. 

Next  Week. 

!  The  Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association  is  to 
meet  at  the  Mikado  Cafe,  Long  Row,  on  Wednesday, 
February  4,  at  9  p.m.  prompt,  when  a  paper  will  be  read  by 
Mr.  A.  Eberlin,  entitled  "  Floating  Matter  of  the  Air." 

"Kodak"  Trade-mark  Cases. 

The  further  hearing  of  this  case  (see  page  207)  took  place 
on  Thursday  morning,  the  court  again  being  well  filled  with 
photographers. 

Mr.  Eve,  for  the  plaintiff  company,  continued  the 
examination  of  the  witness  Hare.  He  elicited  from  him 
that  he  had  been  in  the  photographic  trade  for  ten  years, 
and  from  his  knowledge  the  letters  "  F.  P.  K.,"  &c,  were 
known  generally  both  to  the  public  and  the  trade  as  the 
goods  manufactured  by  Kodak  (Limited).  Any  other  use 
by  manufacturers  or  sellers  would  be  calculated  to 
deceive.  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Neville,  witness  said 
he  took  no  particular  care  to  ensure  getting  Kodak 
goods  when  sending  the  orders  for  films.  Bull's- 
eye  was  previously  identified  with  the  goods  of 
another  American  company,  but  he  did  not  know  that 
Bull's-eye  films  were  ever  made  by  the  Blair  company,  and 
could  not  say  when  the  change  of  meaning  to  Kodak 
(Limited 's)  goods  took  place.  A  Bull's-eye  spool  was  produced, 
which  was  a  case  in  which  witness  said  his  company  used 
the  trade-mark,  but  the  box  was  found  to  have  an  Eastman 
Company's  label  on.  Asked  if  the  words  "  Bull's-eye  spool " 
referred  to  a  size,  witness  said  in  the  sense  that  it  fits  a 
Bull's-eye  camera  it  does.  A  "  Brownie  "  camera  in  a  box 
was  produced,  and  after  witness  had  said  that  the  trade- 
mark was  the  property  of  Kodak  (Limited)  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  words  "  Eastman  Kodak  Company  "  which 
the  box  bore. 

Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady  interposed  that  he  did  not  think 
witness  appreciated  the  sense  in  which  the  trade-mark  was 
used,  so  Mr.  Neville  said  he  would  leave  that  line  of  cross- 
examination. 

Mr.  Neville,  continuing,  asked  witness  what  he  would 
understand  by  a  "  Buck's-eye  film  " ;  he  replied,  "  A  film  for 
a  Buck's-eye  camera."  The  Bull's-eye  film  would  fit  the 
Buck's-eye  camera.  The  colours  of  the  boxes  in  which  the 
films  made  by  the  Kodak  Company  were  sent  out  were  no 
guide,  as  the  colours  of  the  boxes  were  frequently  changed. 
Out  of  the  boxes  the  spools  were  very  similar. 

Five  witnesses  who  made  purchases  were  next  called, 
after  which  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson  (managing  director  of  Kodak, 
Limited)  entered  the  box. 

Mr.  Davidson  said  he  first  became  connected  with  the 
Kodak  Company  in  1889,  and  before  that  had  Jbeen  secretary 
of  the  Camera  Club  and  editor  of  its  journal,  in  that  way 
becoming  well  acquainted  with  amateurs  and  the  trade. 
Roller  films  were  first  introduced,  on  paper,  in  1885  by  the 
English  branch  of  the  Eastman  Dry  Plate  Company,  of 
America,  and  were  made  under  patents,  and  up  to  that  time 
there  were  no  roller  films  of  any  other  make  on  the 
market.    In  1889    transparent    non-stripping    films  were 
introduced,  a  factory  being  erected  to  make  them  in  t 
1890  at  Harrow.    The  Kodak  was  first  introduced  in  1888, 
and  by  1891  there  were  eight  different  sizes.    The  first  firm  . 
to  make  transparent  films  in  England,  besides  the  plaintiff  . 
company,  was  the  Blair  Company  in  1894.    The  Bull's-eye? 
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Camera  Company  sold  its  business  to  the  Eastman  Com- 
pany, and  after  some  legal  difficulty  the  word  "  Bull's-eye  " 
was  registered  in  Classes  1  and  8  in  1896.  The  Eastman 
Company  has  frequently  changed  its  designation.  It  was 
not  till  1898  that  Kodak  (Limited)  was  formed.  Kodak 
(Limited)  made  new  regulations  for  the  supply  of  their  goods 
to  retailers  in  1901,  and  in  1902  stopped  using  the  middlemen 
as  distributors.  The  company  did  that  because  it  was  difficult 
to  stop  cutting  of  prices,  and  it  is  better  in  principle  to  go 
direct  to  the  retailer.  After  that  time  the  wholesalers  dis- 
played "  objectionable  hostility,"  instancing  advertisements 
by  Wellington  &  Ward,  Houghton,  tlu  London  Stereoscopic 
Company,  and  Junior  Army  and  Navy  Stores.  These  were 
cases  in  which  the  advertisers  used  the  letters  "  F.  P.  K.,"  &c, 
to  express  the  size  of  the  films  they  sold.  Secco  and 
Thornton  films  (not  now  in'  the  market)  were  mentioned 
as  cases  where  deception  was  sure  to  have  arisen. 
Kodak  Company  had  stopped  some  firms  using  their 
markings  without  taking  legal  action.  The  labels  on  the 
boxes  of  films  bore  the  name  "  Eastmans,"  due,  witness 
said,  to  the  fact  that  the  Kodak  Company  were  using  up 
old  labels  which  had  been  printed  in  too  large  a  quantity. 
A  lot  of  cameras,  such  as  the  "Ensign"  and  "  Scout"  were 
put  in.  These,  Mr.  Davidson  said,  were  calculated  to  de- 
ceive the  very  elect.  The  imitations  followed  the  Kodak 
Company's  sizes  instead  of  the  usual  English  measurements. 

After  luncheon  Mr.  Neville,  K.C.,  cross-examined  Mr. 
Davidson.  He  elicited  from  witness  a  history  of  the  various 
Eastman  and  Kodak  Companies  and  their  ramifications  in 
America  and  England.  The  Brownie  and  Bull's-eye 
cameras  were  bought  from  the  American  company,  and  were 
so  marked.  The  name  "Eastman"  is  still  used  for  some 
of  the  plaintiff  company's  products.  Witness  was 
examined  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  spools  were  put 
up  and  how  marked,  and  said  that  some  spools 
fitted  other  kinds  of  cameras.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  enough 
for  other  makers  to  indicate  the  size  of  the  spools  they 
made  by  the  height  of  the  spool,  but  plaintiff's  company 
objected  to  them  using  names  which  implied  the  goods  were 
made  by  the  Kodak  Company.  Asked  if  it  was  not  more 
natural  for  boys  and  girls  and  other  people  to  ask  for  the 
spool  by  the  name  of  the  camera  it  was  intended  for, 
witness  said  they  should  be  taught  to  ask  for  the  spool  by 
its  height  when  any  other  maker  than  Kodak  was  wanted. 
There  were  twenty  or  thirty  patents  covering  the  Kodak 
cameras  and  films.  Films  were  known  as  long  ago  as  1854, 
but  were  only  "  historical  cases,  more  of  the  nature  of  experi- 
ments." Witness  did  not  know  Morgan  &  Kidd  made  roller  films 
before  1891.  Plaintiff's  company  never  claimed  a  monopoly 
in  roller  films.  When  a  person  asks  for  a  Kodak  spool  he 
means  he  wants  a  spool  made  by  the  Kodak  Company.  He 
acknowledged  that  the  spools  were  ordered  by  the  name  of 
the  camera  they  were  to  be  used  in,  but  the  latent  meaning 
always  was  Kodak  (Limited's)  goods.  "Then  customers 
have  to  remind  you  each  time  that  it  is  your  goods  they 
want  ?  Isn't  it  simply  an  indication  of  the  size  of 
spool  a  person  wants  when  he  says,  for  instance,  a 
Brownie  spool?"  queried  Mr.  Neville.  "No,"  replied 
witness :  "  It  means  our  goods,  as  well  as  the  size."  If  the 
expressions  "Brownie,"  "F.  P.  K.,"  Sec.,  were  used  in  other 
makers'  lists  it  would  be  taking  an  unfair  advantage  of 
Kodak  (Limited) — it  would  be  passing  off  other  goods  as 
Kodak's.  Kodak  (Limited)  had  never  ordered  such  acces- 
sories as  they  did  not  make  by  such  terms  as  "Brownie 
Album."  "  Are  you  sure  ? "  asked  Mr.  Neville.  "  If  goods 
were  ordered  by  the  size  of  the  camera  it  would  only  be  done 
by  our  servants  in  ignorance,"  replied  Mr.  Davidson.  Mr. 
Neville  thereupon  produced  orders  signed  by  Mr.  Matheson.the 
assistant-manager  of  Kodak  (Limited),  in  which  goods  had 
actually  been  so  ordered.  This  would  be  accounted  for  by  the 
perfunctory  way  in  which  the  orders  are  sometimes  signed, 
was  the  witness's  explanation.  "  But  isn't  it  the  natural 
way  of  ordering  goods  intended  for  use  in  certain  cameras  1 " 
asked  counsel.  "  It  would  mean  the  goods  are  to  be  sold 
only  by  us,"  was  all  the  reply  he  could  get.  At  this  stage 
the  Court  adjourned,  arrangements  having  first  been  made 
that  certain  duplicate  order-books  should  be  produced  in 
Court  on  Friday  morning. 

The  case  is  likely  to  last  some  days  yet,  and  it  has  been 
arranged  not  to  sit  on  Saturday,  but  to  continue  the  hearing 
pn  Monday, 
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The  principal  change  in  the  markets  to-day  has  been  a  re- 
duction of  1\d.  per  lb.  in  chloral  hydrate,  makers  now  quot- 
ing 2s.  l^d.  per  lb.,  duty  paid,  jars  free.  There  are  likely  to 
be  further  developments  in  the  phenacetin-market,  and  buyers 
would  probably  be  serving  their  interests  best  by  holding 
off  the  market  temporarily,  as  it  is  anticipated  prices  will  go 
still  lower.  Reidel's  brand  is  quoted  3s.  6d.  to  4s.,  according 
to  quantity.  In  quinine  no  business  is  reported  to-day,  as 
the  shipments  are  not  yet  known.  Antimony  regulus  is 
quoted  28£.  per  ton,  and  Japanese  crude  121.  10s.  to  13Z.  10s. 
Citric  acid  is  very  firm  at  Is.  per  lb.,  and  makers  of  tartaric 
acid  are  unwilling  to  sell  for  forward  delivery  at  present 
prices. 

Gentian  is  tending  dearer  at  the  sources  of  supply,  and 
the  market  all  round  has  a  higher  tendency.  Eoot  on  the 
spot  is  obtainable  at  20s.,  and  foreign  powder  is  quoted  at 
17s.  to  22s.  and  English  ground  26s.  (id.  Russian  cantharides 
are  firmer,  at  from  2s.  b^d.  to  2s.  6*2.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  For  good 
belladonna-root  39s.  has  been  paid  for  small  quantities  on 
the  spot.  Sales  of  cannabis-indica  tops  have  been  made  at 
3s.  6d.  to-day  for  a  fair  quantity.  Damiana-leaves  are 
quoted  by  mail  at  5§<Z.,  c.i.f.  An  arrival  of  72  cases  aloes 
is  reported  from  Mossel  Bay.  For  balsam  tolu  Is.  5d.  is 
quoted  for  large  tins  of  genuine  quality,  and  Is.  8d.  has 
been  paid  for  balsam  copaiba.  We  reported  the  sale  of  a 
remainder  lot  of  strophanthus  at  the  last  drug-auctions, 
which  were  described  as  Komb6.  We  understand  they  were 
not  true  Kombe  seeds,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  they  were 
sold  at  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 

The  opium-market  is  dull  but  firm,  with  business  in 
common  Smyrna  at  5s.  6d.  and  soft-shipping  seconds  at 
8s.  3d.  to  8s.  6d. ;  fine  Persian  is  quoted  9s.,  and  very  dull. 
Fair  quantities  of  scammony-roon  have  changed  hands  at 
27s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  this  price  is  likely  to  remain  unaltered 
for  some  time.  A  new  arrival  of  tragacanth  is  selling  well' 
in  quantity. 

In  addition  to  our  remarks  of  yesterday  regarding  cod- 
liver  oil,  we  understand  that  business  has  been  done  on  the 
spot  at  from  215s.  to  220s.  per  barrel  for  best  non-freezing 
oil.  One  agent  has  received  a  telegram  to-day  quoting  old 
oil  at  250s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  for  prompt  shipment.  Orders' 
were  sent  out  earlier  in  the  week  for  new  oil  at  215s.  per 
barrel,  c.i.f.,  for  forward  shipment. 

At  the  spice-auctions  arrowroot  was  lower,  good  bright 
St.  Vincent  in  barrels  selling  at  2\d.  per  lb. ;  and  privately 
good  manufacturing  has  been  sold,  in  quantity  at  l%d.  No 
Cochin  or  Jamaica  ginger  was  offered.  Chillies  quiet,  with 
small  sales  of  fair  bright  red  and  yellow  J apanese  at  28s. 
Pimento  easier,  ordinary  to  good  selling  at  2\d.  to  Z^gd. 
Nutmegs  and  mace  quiet,  but  firm.  Two  hundred  bales 
Zanzibar  cloves  offered,  and  sold,  partly  without  reserve,  at 
easier  rates — viz.,  Ad.  to  4J<Z.  per  lb.  for  fair.  Singapore 
black  pepper  (100  bags)  sold  without  reserve  at  6d.  to  6%d, 
per  lb.  for  fair,  slightly  greyish  ;  and  178  bags  white  pepper 
were  bought  in.  The  large  supply  of  about  2,000  tins  of' 
vanilla  was  offered,  at  auction  on  Wednesday  and  to-day. 
There  was  good  competition,  and  practically  everything  was 
sold  at  a  decline  of  Is.  6$.  to  3s.  on  good  to  fine  qualities,  and 
common  and  splits  brought  full  to  dearer  prices.  Castor  oil 
is  firmer,  Hull  make  for  prompt  or  January-June  delivery 
being  quoted  at  2ZI.  10s.  per  ton  for  firsts,  and  20/.  for  seconds, 
ex  wharf,  London, 

Cablegrams. 

Our  Hamburg  Correspondent,  cabling  at  2.5  p.m. 
to-day,  says  gamboge  is  dearer,  kola-nuts  firmer,  at  90m.  per 
100  kilos.,  and  wormseed  firmer,  at  95m.  per  100  kilos. 
*         *         #  •■ 

Our  New  York  Correspondent  also  cables  as  follows : 
Business  good  here.  Opium  easier,  at  $2.70,  European 
bromide  of  potassium  selling  at  22c,  being  lower  Tolu 
balsam  lower  (28c.  per  lb.)  Cascara  sagrada  in  a  strong 
position,  at  14c. ;  hydrastis-root  higher,  at  54c. ;  beeswax  is 
firm  at  28c. ;  and  Rio  ipcacuanha  easy,  at  $1.50. 


The  Mayor  of  Coventry  on  Tuesday  admitted  Mr.  Charles 
Henry  Welton,  chemist  and  druggist,  as  a  freeman  of  the 
city. 


